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Old Anti-Gyp Ticket Control Lost 
~ In New Law, but Cut Rates Socked 


The admissions tax law looms up 
as the legit theatres’ major prob- 
lem and will be the first matter 
taken up by the Theatre League at 
its next meeting. 


Discrimination in the law is 
charged and it is known that cer- 
tain ticket agency interests spent 
much time in Washington during 
the framing of the act. That the 
provisions favor ticket brokers who 
re-sell for more than the boxoffice 
price is obvious, restrictions un- 
favorably affecting theatres being 
equally clear. 

Two brokers are mentioned as 
having lebbied for the legislation. 
One is reported having boasted of 
‘what he put over.’ Both are known 
to have been selling tickets for hits 
for prices greatly in excess of the 
established price and under the new 
law a speculator may charge any 

(Continued on page 32) 


NEW YORK IN MIDST OF 
SLOT MACHINE EPIDEMIC 


New York has become the target 
for a deluge of those five and 25- 
cent slot machines. Recent local 
court ruling that the machines are 
Tegal was the starter. A conserva- 
tive estimate figures 130,000 of the 
machines now loose in Manhattan. 

In the Times Square sector there 
are machines in almost every other 
shop, some appearing even in beauty 
parlors, Practically all soda foun- 
tains and cigar stores are display- 
ing them and they form part of the 
equipment in practically every 
speakeasy in the city. 

Stores housing the machines are 
not asked to put up any cash, but 
share in the machine’s profits on a 
50-50 split. 

Machines are ostensibly not 
for gambling purposes. By putting 
in either a nickel or quarter and 
Pulling a lever, three rolls of figures 
revolve. Certain combinations pay 
cut varying amounts of ‘trade 
checks.’ Also, supposedly, a roll of 
mints goes with each twirl of the 








machine, making a legitimate 
‘Amusement’ from a legal stand- 
point. 

“In most places, especially the 


speaks, the checks "re redeemed for 
cash, while restaurants and cigar 
stores, for the greater part, are ac- 
cepting them only for merchandise, 
thus staying within the law. 





6,500 Dark Film Houses 
Is the All-Time High 


Approximately 6,500 film theatres, 
or the all-time high for this coun- 
try, are closed. This means, accord- 
ing to the latest official count that 
but 13,000 are in operation. 

In normal times, it is pointed out, 
the average total for lightless 
houses seldom exceeded 2,000, 
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Free Cleaning 





Two of New York’s largest 
department stores are offering 
free upkeep all summer as an 
inducement for buyers of white 
suits. Offer involves free clean- 
ing and pressing service when- 
ever necessary. 

With the average man’s 
white outfit needing a cleaning 
after three or four times out, 
the upkeep for such a suit runs 
to $10 per summer at the mini- 
mum cleaning rate of $1. 


Coast Pilots’ Union 
With Ist Pres. Dead 


Fixes Crash Prices 














Hollywood, July 4. 

Set price of $2,500 for crashing a 
plane and minimum salary of $250 
per week for straight flying have 
been established by film pilots in a 
new organization, Motion Picture 
Pilots’ association. 

New group has received a charter 
from the A. F. of L. and is affiliated 
with the Airline Pilots’ Union, reg- 
ular body of commercial pilots. 
There are 20 members in the or- 
ganization. 

Leo Nomis was appointed presi- 
dent before his death while working 
in Paramount’s ‘Sky Brides,’ and 
new leader hasn't been named. 
Poncho Barnes, Frank Clark and Al 
Williams are other officers. 





Pitchmen Flock to L. A. 


To Cash In on Games 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

Last week saw an influx of pitch- 
men who figure a golden harvest 
with their gim-cracks during the 
Olympic Games. Sidewalk sales- 
men are hustling the town grabbing 
off sidewalk and store entrance lo- 
cations, with quite a number rent- 
ing vacant stores. Last Saturday 
saw the biggest number of high and 
low pitches on Broadway that the 
town has seen in years, not includ- 
ing the Christmas season. 


Gable for Ether S. A. 


A perfume account thinks that a 
little sa. on the radio would get | 
the femmes. 

Hence the perfumerie is after 
Clark Gable for a program to be 
picked up from the Coast. No def- 
inite deal set yet. 











$500 BARNYARD GOLF PRIZE | 


Des Moines, Ia., July 4. 


Tossers of Dobbin Slippers will | 
come in for some dough at the an- 
nual Iowa state fair, prize awards 
in gold and trophy awards amount- | 
ing to $500. 

Horseshoes limited to 24% pounds. | 








LEGIT AND VAUDE 


——_— 


13 Move Up in Pictures and 
23 Drop Down — Radio 
Creates 11 New Names, 
Vaude None and 19 Stand 
Out in Legit 


— -—_— 


FEW IN 2 FIELDS 





Less than the normal amount of 
changes in the picture star firma- 
ment during the season of 1931-1932, 
now ended. But 13 names acquired 
star billing against 32 the year be- 
fore. 

During the same period 23 others 
became fallen stars, dropping out of 
the above-the-title billing class for 
the time being or permanently. 
Some toppled after lengthy star- 
dom and others turned back after 
brief sojourns at the top. 

Radio broadcasting had its best 
year thus far, creating 11 new 
names of national prominence, al- 
though falling short of its potenti- 
alities in the making of stars. Rest 
of the show field lagged behind, le- 
git providing but a negligible num- 
ber of real smashes among the new 
faces. Vaudeville was non-produc- 

(Continued on page 41) 


Roxy's Near Riot 
When Ghost Fails 


To Walk Last Wk. 


A minor riot occurred on the 
closing of the Roxy, New York, 
Thursday night (30), when every- 
one found that they were not get- 
ting paid for the final week. Seri- 
ous damage was narrowly averted 
when the cops were called in. 

Supernumeraries of the stage show 
are said -to have started the riot 
which threatened damage to the 
theatre. Four uniformed cops and 
four detectives were required to re- 
store order. Many of the girls be- 
came hysterical after planning 

(Continued on page 36) 








OW STARS HAVE CHANGED 








29% Occupancy 





Approximately 60 Class A 
hotels in New York City hit 
a new bottom in June with an 


average occupancy of 29%. 
They must play to at least 


60% of capacity at any time 
for an even break. 

Rates for rooms at any first 
line hotel in town are down 
31% from a year ago. 











IN FILMS, RADIQ, (Radio Showed Up the Newspapers 
On Coverage of Chi Political Show 








Clearing a Mystery 





Mystery as to how house 
managers of legit theatres are 
getting by is partly cleared up. 
Some are known to have turned 
night watchmen for the thea- 
tres. 

Job pays $20 weekly. Man- 
ager’s salaries usually range 
from $75 to $150, latter figure 
sometimes caliing for handling 
the show too. Last season 
Shubert house managers who 
got $75 top took a 25% cut. 











Bankers Ask Radio 
To Soft-Pedal on 
Stories of ‘Runs’ 


Chicago, July 4. 

Illinois Bankers’ Association has 
appealed to the local stations to 
avoid broadcasting any news items 
or comment that would tend to 
create any unrest in the minds of 
the depositing public. Request, ad- 
dressed to the Chicago Association 
of Broadcasters, came through at 
the height of runs on several money 
institutions here. 

Comment made by Ted Husing 
about the withdrawai hysteria dur- 
ing his broadcasting of last Tues- 
day’s Democratic proceedings drew 
a burn from the local banking fra- 
ternity, but no official complaint 
was lodged with CBS. Husing re- 
marked that Melvin Traylor, one of 
the candidates, and, incidentally, 
president of the First National 
Bank, hadn't as yet shown up at 
the convention hall, and vouchsafed 
the information that this was prob- 
ably due to the serious banking 
situation prevailing in Chicago. 


5 Acts and Film in L. I. 
Church on Weekends 


Far Rockaway, N. Y., July 4. 

St. Camillus church (Catholic) 
has gone into the vaudeville busi- 
ness with week-end five-act com- 
bination bills in its parish house 
auditorium as means of raising 
funds for a new edifice. Shows are 
booked independently in New York. 

Hall seats 1,000 and is wired for 
{sound. It plays vaude Friday, Sat- 
urday and Sunday with a new bill 
on latter day. Two shows are 
{held Saturdays and one the other 
|two days. More performances will 
| be added when and if business war- 
rants. 

Top is 40c. The Saturday mati- 
;ness, aimed chiefly at the kids, is 
isealed at 20c. 

Opening bill comprisece five stan 
jard acts and a feature film, ‘Police 














Court’ (First Div.). Acts were 
Cooper and Clifton, Arnold and | 
Fields, Sully and Thomas, Nice, | 


| Floren and Tabor and Four Gen- 


rations, 


By Bob Landry 


Chicago, July 4. 

Well may the newspaper pub- 
lishers worry about radio. The 
public does not clamor to purchase 
newsprint rehashes of the big 
events it has heard through radio 
eavesdropping hours before. Demo- 
cratic convention was possibly the 
most exciting event of its kind on 
record. Certainly, since the 1912 
Baltimore convention. Yet the 
dailies were conspicuously dull be- 
cause most everyone had gotten the 
news first hand. Leaving the dailies 
to pick up what color and chit-chat 
they could, and the commentators 
to write editorials thinly disguised 
to carry news heads. 

Especially was radio a mile ahead 


(Continued on Page 44) 


MARK, JERRY MAY DUCK 
TYPEWRITER FOR STICK 


Two newspapermen, well known 
around Broadway, may become jazz 
band maestros. They are Mark 
Hellinger and Jerry Wald. 

Hellinger, the N. Y. ‘News’ col- 
umnist, has been mentioned before 
as going under NBC management, 
Reported now that he has a deal on 
for the Hotel New Yorker to stand 
at the helm of a band. Hellinger has 
previously denied any dancapation 
intent. 

Wald, who was fired from the 
new bankrupted Bernarr Mac- 
fadden tabloid, the N. Y. ‘Graphic,’ 
may go into a suburban roadhouse. 
Wald as radio columnist built a 
personal rep. In addition he knows 
music seriously, which makes him 
one up on Bernie, Osterman, Hel- 
linger, et al, the other old and young 
maestros. 

Wald was let out by the ‘Graphic’ 
a few days before that tab decided 
to take the camphor over a rap at 
Graham McNamee, although that 
cause was generally denied. 


Trim, Shave, Solo—35c 


Long Branch, N. J., July 4. 

A barber traveling from door-to- 
door goes through the towns in the 
farm section near Long Branch, 
Besides his shears and razor he car- 
ries a harmonica. MHaircut, shave 
and solo—35c. 

He swings around the circuit ones 
a month. 

















1-Man Band 








Minneapolis, July 4. 

| Albert Nelson has been granted 
a license for $15 a week by the City 
|Council to conduct a one-man band 
in a downtown store. 


He has a contraption with all 
sorts of instruments attached and 
|gives concerts afternoons and evee 
nings, charging a small admission. 
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When a stage actor goes out to 
Hollywood, says Leslie Banks, 
who’s just come back, let him see 
to it that nestling in his contract 
is a good hearty story veto. That 
veto is the one panacea for all 
Hollywood ills. «at safeguards his 
reputation, it keeps him happy, it 
sustains his self-respect. With it 
he’s a man among children, with- 
out it he’s just a child again. 


No matter hoy alluring the 
tinkle of Hollywood coin, admon- 
ishes Mr. Banks, pay it no heed 
lest the right to chose stories re- 
sounds with it. Many an actor be- 
lieves he can go out to Hollywood, 
garner a hunk of its charming sal- 
aries, and return with a stake to 
keep him while now he does the 
things he really wants to do. He’s 
wrong. 

He’ll come back with his stake 
alright, but it will have cost him 
some of his sincerity, it will have 
weakened his standards. 

He may have gained some money 
but he will have lost his art. Hold 
out for that veto, repeats Mr. 
Banks. If your stage reputation is 
important enough, you'll get it ulti- 
mately. And if your stage reputa- 
tion happens to be too light to win 
the point, then it doesn’t matter 
anyway. The unhappiest people 
Mr. Banks encountered in Holly- 
wood were stage actors without the 
contractual privilege of selecting 
their screen roles and consequently 
without the _ right to. govern their 
own screen careers; and, says 
Banks, it’s nobody’s fault but their 
own. 

He Learned About Acting From— 

Mr. Banks’ first picture, ‘The 
Most Dangerous Game,’ taught him 
a lot about acting for pictures that 
he wished he had known in ad- 
vance. His stage experience both 
as actor and director made him in- 
stinctively read a line of dialog, 
then immediately search for its 
subtler meaning, ponder it, accept 
this way of speaking it only to 
reject it for another, and finally, 
after. four or five interpretations, 
hit the one perfect, true way that 
line should be read. Luckily there 
was no time for Mr. Banks to pro- 
ceed in his introspective approach. 
Production couldn’t wait for. the 
painstaking rehearsals, the sensi- 
tive whipping up of scenes that he 
was used to. and. it’s.a good thing 
for him, says Banks, that it 
couldn’ t. The first few days’ 
rushes convinced him that when 
he tried hardest to get a line or a 
scene, perfect, he was pretty bad. 
Afterwards he read his lines as 
they first hit him, simply, and he 
was better. Now he knows that in 
pictures an actor should seek to 
portray just one single emotion at 
a time. Searching for hidden mean- 
ngs, trying for subtlety, is out of 
place on the screen. One thought 
per scene is an abundance. Be 
broad, direct. Leave subtlety to 
the stage. 

Picture actors are treated like 
children, Banks found. The studios 
think for them, the director tells 
them just what to do, and they’re 
expected not to ask questions. The 
method is successful. 

Stage’ actors should, when they’re 
working in pictures, consider them- 
selves as children too, Banks be- 


lieves. Go out with an open mind, 
forget your former methods of 
Playing, the whys you ask before 


you work out a scene to your own 


satisfaction, and abhsorb the new 
technique. It’s different, but it 
works. Stage acting and picture 
acting are entirely different. .A 


stage actor can learn faster than 
a novice, but he has just as much 
to learn. 





Laemmle-Roche Apps. 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Edward Laemmle, Universal di- 
rector, is slowly recovering from 
an operation for appendectomy in 
St. Vincent’s hospital, Los Angeles, 
performed on June 27. 

Betty Roche, picture actress, is 
fn Hollywood hospital. Parted with 
her appendix Saturday (2). 








| THERE IS A REMEDY FOR | 
EVERYTHING, COULD | 
WE BUT HIT UPONIT | 


MR. AND MRS. JACK NOKWORTI* 
130 West 44th Strect 
Mew York 


‘A Good, Hearty Story Veto Is the One 
Panacea for All Hollywood Ills —Banks 





PAR’S ‘LOUDMOUTH’? 


Nibbling at Rian James’ 
Novel on Columnists 





New 





Paramount will probably buy 

‘Loudmouth’ by Rian James, which 
is still in script for book publica- 
tion. This is the Brooklyn ‘Eagle’ 
columnist’s fifth novel, and is said 
to be a none too gentle treatment 
of the Broadway columnists. 
Par is interested as it wants a 
columnist script for fall produc- 
tion, James’ last published novel, 
‘Crooner,’ also deals with that radio 
contemporaneous subject. 


Sale of Unlisted 
Phone Numbers Is 
Nuisance to Stars 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Telephone company officials are 
trying to find out who is tipping off 
several smart lads on the unlisted 
phone numbers of picture stars. 
Three different men are offering 
lists of Hollywood’s private phone 
numbers at $5 each. Lists are iden- 


tical and evidently. gathered from 
the same source. Each contains 
about 300 names. 

Sale of the numbers is a good 
business, Customers are merchants, 
bootleggers, salesmen, stock brok- 
ers, banks nd real estate firms. 
Collection agencies buy every issue 
of the bootleg phone lists. BEvery- 
one who has anything to sell, and 
figures the picture mob as an easy 
touch, are buyers of the lists. 
Phone numbers of ithe picture 
names change about three times 
yearly. This is usually done on re- 
quest of subscribers, who say num- 
ber is usually tipped off within two 
weeks after they have received it, 
and they are constantly bothered, 
mostly by sales talks and touches. 
Phone company gives the private 
numbers all the protection possible. 
Same for studios, 

Despite this protection, players 
yell that their numbers are about 
as private as police headquarters. 


DUNN WITH 4 AGENTS 
IS DONE WITH AGENTS 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Knee deep in agents, James Dunn 
has four offices looking after his 
business, three of whom are not 
recognized by him. All claim they 
have contracts. 

The late William Leahy, New York 
agent who died recently, had Dave 
Thompson attend to Dunn’s busi- 
ness on the coast. Leahy originally 
sold the actor to Fox and the estate 
still has his contract. Thompson’s 
agreement with Leahy is still in 
force through the deceased agent’s 
estate. 

Lou Golder made a contract with 
Dunn for personal appearances 
which later was made to include 
picture representation. Dunn re- 
cently tried to get out of this con- 
tract and has threatened legal ac- 
tion against Golder. Meantime, the 
actor has a contract with Jack 
Gardner & Waller Vincent, which 
gives them the right to negotiate 
for him. However, it is understood 
that G. & V. receive no commis- 
sion from Dunn until they can bet- 
ter his present Fox salary of $600 
| weekly. 














CHEVALIER SAILS JULY 9 


Hollywood, July 4, 
Maurice Chevalier left here Sat- 
urday (2) for New York and will not 
return to Paramount studio until 
Sept. 25. 
| He sails from New York Satur- 
day (9) on the Ile de France. 


CLIVE BROOK RENEWING 
Hollywood, July 4. 
Brook and Paramount are 
actor’s new 
been nego- 
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WILL MAHONEY 


Now appearing at Grauman’s Chi- 
nese Theatre, Hollywood, California. 
Louella Parsons in the Los Angeles 


“Examiner” said: “Sid Grauman 
has arranged a prologue for ‘Grand 
Hotel’ that is the most splendid he 
ever achieved. He has secured 
Will Mahoney, one of Broadway’s 
best comedians, who alone is worth 
the price of admission.” 
Direction 

RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway, New York 


UNUSED PAUL KELLY 
LOSING OPTION AT U 


Hollywood, July 4. 
_ Universal will not take up its 
option on Paul Kelly, imported 
from New York, on a six months’ 
contract which expires July 14. 
Kelly has not been used in any 
picture since his arrival. 


Par’s Talent Quest for 
‘Lost Souls’ Femme Lead 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Paramount is about to stage a 
nation-wide contest for a girl to 
portray the ‘Panther Woman’ in its 
forthcoming production of ‘Island of 
Lost Souls.’ 

Contest is to be conducted in all 
Paramount-Publix theatres. Tests 
will be forwarded to the coast stu- 
dios where Ernst Lubitsch, C. B. De 
Mille, Rouben Mamoulian and Nor- 
man Tourog will be judges. Winner 
gets a five-week contract at $200 per 
week, and option. 


Roxy’s Daughter Makes 
Stage Debut in Stock 


Beta Rothafel, Roxy’s 18-year-old 
daughter, is going on the stage. Her 
first try at theatricals will- be small 
parts with the Stockbridge Players, 
Stockbridge, Mass. 

Debut, which was to have been 
about this time, was set back 
through an appendictis operation 
last week at the Fifth Avenue hos- 
pital. 

Miss Rothafel has been studying 
dramatic art for some time, but un- 
til recently her father refused to 
consent to a professional try. 


Fox Drops Miss Landi 
For Second Time 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Fox will-not exercise its option 
on Elissa Landi, coming up in Oc- 
tober. Her last picture was ‘Woman 
in Room 13.’ 
| Until expiration of her contract 
she will probably be used in sup- 
porting parts when not on loan. 
, This is the second time the com- 
pany has permitted its option on 
this actress to lapse, having re- 
signed after ‘Yellow Ticket’ was 
released. 


























Testing a Manageress 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Paramount is testing Vivienne 
Gaye as a possible screen bet for 
a term contract. 

Actress is now acting as Sari 
Maritzi’s manager. Prior to this 
she was on the New York stage 
for several years. 





Col. Contracts Knapp 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Columbia has put Evalyn Knapp, 
former Warner player, under seven- 
year contract and will use her with 
Lee Tracy in ‘Night Mayor.’ 
Also signed by that company is 
Don Cooke for ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round? 





Fox Burns at Joyce & Selznick’s 
Tactics and Bars 10%ers from Lot 


—--— 
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WILL GROOM POWELL 


WB After Story for Former M.C.— 
On Call With Contract 








Warners is preparing to groom 
Dick Powell, stage m.c., as a film 
prominent under its own banner. 
Before leaving last week for St. 
Louis to play a week at the Am- 
bassador for Publix, Powell was 
handed a:‘contract with options. He 
will report to the Coast when WB 
calls him, probably within a few 
weeks, 

Powell first did a bit in ‘Blessed 
Event’ (WB) on the strength of 
which the studio signed him. A 
suitable story that will shove him 
ahead is being sought. 


Judge Rebukes 
Trade Comm. on 
Testimonials 


ew’ 





Public isn’t so dumb it thinks 
advertising testimonials are given 
without being paid for, according 
to Judge Manton, of the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals, who stated 
this in reversing the Federal Trade 
Commission ruling on Cutex in- 
dorsements. 

Commission last December ruled 
that the Northam Warren Corp., 
Cutex manufacturers, must state in 
advertisements that indorsements 
of theatrical, film and social names 
were paid for, if such were the 
case, 

The judge said in reversing the 
edict in the company’s favor: ‘It is 
doubtful if the public is gullible 
enough to believe that such testi- 
monials are given without compen- 
sation. But if they are paid for, 
providing they are truthful, no one 
is deceived. 

‘The Federal Trade Commission 
Act does not purport to establish 
a deciulogue of good business man- 
ners o. morals. The use of testi- 
monials, -.yhich are truthfully stated 
under the signature of the giver, 
cannot in any sense be regarded 
as unfair competition or as involv- 
ing a tendency to restrain compe- 
tition unduly and the Commission 
was without jurisdictian to inter- 
fere.’ 


SOBOL’S SHORTS SET 
AFTER SETTLEMENTS 


William Rolland and Frank Selt- 
zer, indie short producers who lave 
been fighting for Louis Sobol’s 
services, have straightened out 
their jam by getting together. Rol- 
land has finished the first of his 
projected series of 13 with Sobol, 
the N. Y. ‘Eve. Journal’ columnist. 
It features Texas Guinan, Idea is 
to use different Broadway charac- 
ters for each of the shorts with 
Sobol doing the spieling. Michael 
Simmons is scripting. 

Seltzer went after Rolland fol- 
lowing the announcement of the 
Rolland series claiming priority 
rights to Sobol’s services. ‘Journal’ 
columnist had made a short for 
Seltzer some time ago in a tabloid 
newsreel vein and Seltzer had op- 
tions on his services for the future. 

Rather than go through lawsuits 
Rolland maneuvered the purchase 
of the Seltzer short and also en- 
tered an agreement cutting Seltzer 
in on the new series. 











Shoe on Other Foot 


Los Angeles, July 4, 

Elizabeth Mackie, domestic, com- 
plained to the labor commission that 
Sherman Lowe, film writer, owes 
her $95 for a month’s work. 

Lowe himself has a complaint 
filed against Supreme Pictures for 
$100, selling price of a scenario. 





YOUNG DOUG’S VACASH 


Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., and Joan 
Crawford arrived in New York Sat- 
urday (2). 

They sail for a European vacation 





shortly. 








Hollywood, July 4, 

Fox studios went on record last 
week as barring the Joyce-Selznick 
agency, Leland Hayward, the Amer- 
ican Play Co. or any representative 
of the J-S agency. 

Fox claims the agency was un« 
ethical in handling several transac« 
tions and for this reason not ever 
telephone calls from its heads or 
employees will be received at the 
Westwood plant. However, any 
clients of the agency who may be 
wanted will be permitted to trans- 
act their own business. 

Blowoff came when Fox wanted 
Zasu Pitts and made the agency an 
offer for a five-week period stipue 
lating if the picture ran over that. 
period, a weekly salary woul] be 
paid. Deal was okayed by Irank 
Joyce, who called Sol Wurtzel the 
next morning and said Miss Pitts 
had changed her mind and wanted 
a sum based on her weekly salary 
demand for the entire period. 


Von Stroheim Fixes 


Later in the day Eric von Stroe 
heim, slated to direct the Fox pice 
ture, got hold of Miss Pitts and 
she came to the studio and signed 
the contract at the terms originally’ 
offered. 

Studio also claimed that J-S and 
Hayward, here with Herbert Mare 
shall, had blocked studio negotiae 
tions for this actor by raising the 
ante to $18,000 without reason. An-= 
other squawk registered by the stue: 
dio was that Fox was trying to get 
John Cromwell from Paramount 
when Al Kaufman had informed! 
Fox that Cromwell was being res 
leased from his Paramount contract 
that day. Executive made a date’ 
to meet a Fox representative that 
night, but when the two met, 
Cromwell told the Fox man that 
Joyce & Selznick had cyuntracted 
him earlier in the day to Ratio. 

The Cromwell case may be taken 
to the Producer’s assuciation for 
adjudication. 


Mrs. Jean Harlow Bern 
Shows Press the Gate 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Newspapermen and photographers 
were informed that they would not: 
be welcomed at the Jean Harlow= 
Paul Bern wedding reception Sune 
day. Press was invited to the wed< 
ding ceremony Saturday and told to 
grab anything they could get, but on 
the following day to stay away. 
Despite the warning, free-lance 
photographers with candid cameras 
were on hand to snap anything that 
looked like saleable material, no@& 
matter how they got it. 


STAGE GIRLS GO FOX 


Joe Pincus reached into Broad<« 
way for two more girls for Fox 
and last week Nell O’Day and Pa- 
tricia ‘Boots’ Mallory pushed off 
on six-month contracts with op- 
tions. Pincus is Fox’s material 
scout in the east. 

Miss O’Day has recently been 
playing vaudeville but prior to that 
was ingenue in Joe Cook’s ‘Rain or 
Shine’ extravangza. Miss Mallory 
is a show girl last in the recent 
‘Hot-Cha.’ 


SAILINGS 


July 19 (New York to Paris) Eddie 
Dowling, Rae Dooley (Champlain), 

July 19 (New York to Berlin); 
Martin Lewis (Europa). 

July 9 (New York to Paris), 
Maurice Chevalier (Ille de France). 

July 8 (New York to London) 
Reginald Smith (Majestic). 

July 2 (Midnight Sun Cruise), 
Edward Goodman (Reliance). 

July 2 (London to New York), 
Irwin Dash (S. S. Pennland). 

June 30 (New York to Paris) Jack 
Pearl, Al Goodman,:Thomas Martin, 
Sam Morris (Europa). 

June 30 (New York to Paris), 
Grace Moore, Valentin Parera 
(Champlain). 

June 30 (London to New York) 
Sol Newman, Ambrose S. (Bo) 
Dowling (Ile de France). 

June 30 (New York to London)e 
Sidney R. Kent (Europa). 

June 30 (London to N. Y) 
nelia Otis Skinner, Alden 8. 
gett (Majestic). 

June 29 (N. Y. to Paris), Mrs. Sid- 
ney Chaplin, E. M. Newman, Cath- 
erine Dale Owen (Paris). 

June 29 (New York to London); 
Fania Marinoff (Aquitania). 
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Star Gazers Hook 
Up Picture Names 
‘As Publicity Move 


Hollywood, July 4 

Admittedly being hampered 
progress by those it classes as 
‘charlatans and fortune tellers,’ the 
National Astrological association 
has affixed itself to the motion pic- 


ture industry as closely as possible 
for the probable benefits of show- 
manship and exploitation. For this 
reason the association’s seventh an- 
nual convention is being held July 
6-9 in Hollywood and ‘converted' 
picture names are being employed 
for tie-ups. 

Stuart Holmes, one of the pioneer 
horoscope-influenced individuals, is 
directing the windup banquet July 
9. The publishing office of Charles 
*Chic’ Sale takes all incoming phone 
calls for the association, John Bar- 
rymore, Marie Dressler and Eugene 
Pallette are used as catch-names in 
publicity flimsy. 

In a major studio a press agent 
wvho has started following the stars 
is donating his services to further 
attempts at lining up picture names 
for exploitation purposes. 

There is concentrated effort to 
implant astrology firmly in the pic- 
ture business, where it has already 
made much headway, and from there 
work outward to reach those per- 
sons who co: ld be convinced that 
‘anything Marie Dressler does is 
good enough for me.’ 

Regardless of the disputed merits 
of astrology, its formulated cam- 
paign for recruits, with Hollywood 
as the brass band, is regarded as a 
hot pares. ¢ of thinking by. showmen. 


, MAGS’ YEN FOR WET 
STUFF SCARES STARS 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Turned down by studios on their 
fequest for stars’ opinion on prohi- 
bition, fan mag chatterers are now 


trying to talk the stars into allow- 
ing their private bars to be photo- 
eraphed for magazine layouts if and 
when prohibition is modified or re- 
pealed. 

No one has fallen for the idea, but 
everyone is watching the free-lance 
photographers who crash parties, to 
see that they don’t get anywhere 
mear the foot-on-the-rail depart- 
ment. 





in 








Garbo’s Dates 


Hollywood, July 4. 


Greta Garbo is expected to leave 
for the east July 25, and will sail 
for home about the 30th. 


Roach, Feist, McClintic 
Quick Coast-to-Coasters 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Hal Roach and Felix Feist will 
leave here témorrow (Tuesday) for 
the east in Roach’s plane. Roach 
flew Feist here for the Metro sales 
convention and is flying him back. 
Guthrie McClintic left Saturday 
for New York. Was here only one 
day. Object was to sew up an 
actor for the father part in Katha- 
rine Cornell's play in New York. 








Cagney in Town 
James Cagney quietly eased into 
New York Sunday (3) making the 
drive from the Coast by motor with 
his wife. He goes to Canada this 

















High Overtime 





Hollywood, July 4. 

Wili Rogers’ ‘Jubilo’ starts 
July 15 at Fox on the come- 
dian’s $150,000 per picture con- 
tract. 

If the film is not completed 
by Sept. 4 Fox must pay Rog- 
ers at the rate of $12,500 week- 
ly for overtime, 


MARTIN’S FOX HOLDOUT 
ENDS AFTER DEMOTION 


Hollywood, July 4. 


After refusing a contract settle- 
ment with Fox, Quinn Martin 
changed his mind and took the 
studio offer after being ordered to 
report to the reading department as 
a demotion. He was formerly pro- 














“duction assistant to D. E. McIntire. 


Ex-New York scribe plans trip to 
Europe and a later return as a free 
lance, 


EISENSTEIN, SINCLAIR 
CAN’T AGREE ON B.0. 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Partnership between Sergei Eisen- 
stein and Upton Sinclair that was 
to eventuate into a motion picture 
Utopia has gone haywire. Russian 
director is now in Moscow cutting 
his Mexican-made feature which 
was financed by Sinclair and a 
group of Pasadena parlor radicals. 
Eisenstein asserts that Sinclair's 
interest in the picture has always 
been commercial, with the novelist 
never losing sight of the boxoffice, 
while he, as a true Communist, 
made the picture for art’s sake, and 
the elevation of Mexico’s peons. 

Kisenstein’s contract with Sin- 
clair and his group was for direc- 
tion only, but backers decided that 
it would be necessary for him to 
edit. 

Sinclair is rumored to have ob- 
jected to this, charging that the 
Russian knew nothing about Ameri- 
can boxoffice values. This caused 
the break. Tie-up between Sinclair 
and Metro on the production of his 
‘Wet Parade’ and his aiding the 
Metro-Aimee McPherson ballyhoo 
also reported to have embittered the 
director. 

Hisenstein’s view is that no mat- 
ter what he does with the picture 
now, Sinclair will probably try to 
make a commercial film out of it 
if and when the film is delivered, 


MONTE BLUE BACK GN 
SCREEN FOR HOFFMAN 


Cleveland, July °4. 

Monte Blue will start a two-year 
film contract with M. H. Hoffman’s 
indie company in Hollywood as soon 
as h2? winds up his time on RKO 
circuit. 

Blue, opening vaude tour here at 
RKO Palace with Charles Irwin in 
newly framed chatter act, has been 
off the screen for about two years. 
Last talkie was ‘The Flood’ for Co- 
lumbia. 

Blue revealed here that after his 
European trip he rode leather as an 
extra with Tom Mix in the Sells- 
Floto circus for three months re- 
cently without being recognized. 


Hersholt’s Danish O. K. 


Jean Hersholt is chiefly respon- 
sible, financially and otherwise, for 
the Danish athletic team’s com- 

















peting in the Olympics at Los 
Angeles. 

The film character actor, a Dane 
by birth, is the team’s official 


chaperon during its American stay. 





Toby Wing Up for Okay 
Los Angeles, July 4. 
Samuel Goldwyn is asking Su- 


week for a few days and plans to} perior Court to approve two con- 


sail for England this month. Cagney 
is counting on playing some pic- 
ture house dates abroad. 


The WB player states that gen B 


| 
| 
| 


he and the studio are adamant on | 


money demands 
for 


and any prospect 
getting together remains slim. 


| 
| 
i 
i 


tracts with Toby Wing, 17, who is 
to play in ‘Kid From Spain’ at $60 
a week. 

One set of red tape is for the 


nicture and the other is a seven- 


stepping up to $500. 


ly year contract, starting at $60 and | bert. 
sented 








PUBLIN'S CANDY 
PROFIT $200,000 


Weighing Machines Yield 
$50,000 — Return Tops 
Pictures in Comparison to 
Cost of Operation—Cir- 
cuits Extending Lobby 
Sales Ideas in Many Spots 





REVENUE ALL VELVET 





Candy and scales have become so 
important a by-product for Publix 
that they are doing better than the 
pictures on the screen when com- 
parison is drawn between cost of 
operation as against the return. 

During the past year the net from 
candy, gum, etc., vended in lobbies 
of Publix houses reached around 
$250,000. The profit to P-P of 
$50,000 for the past year is even 
more astoundingly high for the 
penny weighing scales. 

The candy-scale department in 
Publix is headed by Max Schoss- 
berg who was in charge of mer- 
chandising for Gimbel Bros. depart- 
ment stores for 15 years. He is a 
close personal friend of Adolph 
Zukor. His assistant is Jack Mill 
who for many years was with Pack 
Shops, Inc., manufacturers of 
weighing machines. 

Sale of sweets in Publix houses 
has proved so profitable that Publix 
may make its own candy. How- 
ever, Schossberg inclines against it. 

600 Theatres 

At present candy and scale ser- 
vice is maintained in approximately 
600 Publix theatres. About all it 
costs Publix in handling the scales 
is a convenient spot or two in lob- 
bies and rest rooms, and a minor 
portion of auditing. 

Only one warehouse for the con- 
fectionery is operated by Publix; in 
Chicago. In all other cases, the 
manufacturers deliver as required 
by the theatres. 

Two innovations in the lobby 
merchandising scheme are under- 
going experiment at the present 
time. 

In Boston, at the Metropolitan, 
the chain has set aside a portion of 
the lobby as the Platinum Salon. 
Permitting dancing here, Publix 
has leased that portion of the lobby 
as a sandwich-soft drinks conces- 
sion. The deal calls for a guaran- 
tee against a percentage of the in- 
take over a certain figure. 

In Brooklyn another idea is being 
worked out on candy counters. One 
has been designed to conform arch- 
itecturally. to the theatre itself. 
Purpose of the Brooklyn candy 
counter is to dress up the merchan- 
dising of confections to the point 
where they will not appear in un- 
favorable contrast to the theatre 
itself and its decorative scheme. 

Publix virtually stands alone in 
the extent to which it has pushed 
the candy-scale lobby business. 
First to incept the idea, other cir- 
cuits fell in line but most of them 
quickly dispensed with the innova- 
tion. Warner Bros. continue on the 
second most impressive scale. 

In some of the towns, such as 
Rochester, Minn., where the Drs. 
Mayo are located, the weighing 
machines were more of a silver 
than a copper mine. The rich 
neurasthenics going to Rochester 
for treatment dropped dimes and 


quarters when pennies were un- 
available into the weighing ma- 
chines. 


As curables, they were ever-con- 
scious of their weight, making Pub- 
lix’s theatres in Rochester at one 
time paying handsomely through 
the weighing scales alone. 


FOR GILBERT’S LAST 
Hollywood, July 4. 
Metro is bustling for a yarn for 





John Gilbert’s last picture on his 
current contract, which ends Sep- 
tember 1. 

Courtney Terrett has been en- 


gaged to write an original for Gil- 
Only ideas have been pre- 
so far. 








— 


Doubling 


Jack Skirboll, general sales 
manager for Educational, oc- 
cupies that position only three 
months a year, 

Balance of the year he func- 
tions as rabbi of a synagogue 
in Evansville, Ind. 

—From Variety's Hollywood 

Bulletin, 


U DROPS MAE CLARKE 
ON THE ILLNESS CLAUSE 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Universal has terminated Mae 
Clarke’s contract by exercising its 
right to cancel on a two weeks’ ill- 
ness clause. 
Miss Clark 
breakdown, 

















2, suffering a nervous 
hus been away from 
the studio since last March, when 
ske completed ‘Night Club,’ her 
sixth picture in seven months, 


U GLOGAUERIZES WB 
STUDIO; BURN STARTS 


Hollywood, July 4. 

When Universal wanted a set to 
represent the Glogauer studio in 
‘Once in a Lifetime,’ it glanced 
toward Warners-First National 
plant in Burbank. Result is a fued 
between U and Warners, with Jack 
Warner waiting to see ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ on the screen before decid- 
ing what steps to take. 

U sent a cameraman to photo- 
graph Warners as the satirized lot, 
claiming it had permission from 
Herman Politz, studio executive. 
Warner hit the ceiling. ‘You can't 
make our studio the butt of your 
script,’ he declared. 

‘Righto,’ said Universal, but the 
necessary footage of Warner's film 
factory was already in the can, 


REVAMPING ‘RASPUTIN’ 
FOR FIVE BARRYMORES 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Script of ‘Rasputin’ is being 
tailored to fit five Barrymores in- 
stead of three, John Drew Colt and 
Samuel Blythe Colt have been added 
to cast and parts must be written 
in to suit. More writers have been 
placed on the story so that the 
script may be ready for production 
next Monday (11). 

Lenore Coffee and C. Gardner 
Sullivan are working on one script. 
John Meehan has another in hand. 
Best one will be used or the two 


Laffs 


Number of unwelcome but laugh- 
getting incidents creeping into Uni- 
versal’'s ‘Once in a Lifetime’ com- 
pany. 

Starting work on the wrong set, 
argument over U's shooting ~ Jack 
Warner's studio, and Jack Oakie's 
eight hour oversleep, all took place 
during first week of production, 




















Craven in Pictures, 
But Not as an Actor 


Frank Craven is en route West on 
a six month minimum contract for 
Fox. Options run up to three years 
as a writer and possibly as a direc- 
tor. He will not act. William Mor- 
ris agency negotiated the deal. 

Craven did some minor screen 
work as a player a few years ago, 
but this is virtually his first film 
contract. 


DORIS WARNER’S REASONS 


A business tour of the Pacific 
Coast took Doris Warner, daughter 
of H. M., out of New York Thurs- 
}day (30). Miss Warner is attached 
to the film-buying end in Warner 
Bros. 





Heller of the publicity department, 





She is accompanied west by Ciwen || 


who will look into fashion matters | 


at the studio. Seattle is their first 
stop; their Iust is L. A., where Miss | 
Warner will take in the Olympic | 
Games. 


Tit -for-Tat on 
Morality Clause 
Is No Doghouse 


Wafting around is that picture 
authors will insist on a ‘humilia- 
tion clause’ in their contracts to 
circumvent studio politics which 
would consign recalcitrant authors 
to the ‘doghouse.’ 

Scribes aver that with the com- 
panies’ insistence on_ protective 
measures in their private lives, un- 
der the term of morality clauses, 
they too, should be protected and 
not subjected to any humiliations, 

Studios have consistently used the 
‘doghouse’ as a means of spanking 
its attaches. It means subjection 
to a very minor post regardless of 
position or salary but to date, has 
mostly concerned writers and di- 
rectors, 


Chaplin Youngsters 
With Special Escort 
To Dodge Interviews 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Joe Reilly, Fox studio police chief, 
left here yesterday (3) for New 
York. His purpose is to escort the 
two young sons of Charlie Chaplin 
from New York, 

To avoid the annoyance of at- 
tempted interviews at various stops 
on the transcontinental trip he will 
probably bring them back by boat 
through the Canal. 

Chaplin boys, Charles, Jr., and 
Sidney, are due to arrive in New 
York around July 12 and will im- 
mediately leave for the coast to 
start work on their first picture, 
now in preparation with David 
Butler slated to direct. 


Fox is changing the name of Sid- 
ney Earl Chaplin to Tommy Chap- 
lin. 

Studio is borrowing Sam Mintz 
from Par to write the story, 


Pincus Grabs Columbo 


Joe Pincus, the Fox talent scout, 
signed Russ Columbo, the radio 
crooner, for pictures, 

Idea is to groom the shiek singer 
for straight juvenile parts, away 
from musicals, Contract runs into 
years, with the usual series of op- 
tions, 
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Latest of Fox Film Vs. Bill Fox 


Suits, Asking Nearly $20,000,000, 


Takes in Lots 





against William Fox, 
former Fox 
Film not only seeks to recover some 
$16,000,000 to $39,000,000 from 
former magnate on alleged grounds 
of malfeasance in office and alleged 
manipulation of assets and mis- 
appropriation of funds, but also 
aims to make a complete severance 
of connection in every capacity 
with him. The suit was filed in 
Nassau County, New York, Su- 
preme Court, 

The court is not only asked to 
void the company’s employment 
contract with William Fox made 
May 1, 1930, whereby he acts as ad- 
viser to the firm at an annual sal- 
ary of $500,000 but also help it get 
back what it already has paid to 
him under that contract on the 
grounds that the eccmpany was de- 
ceived when making it. 

Additionally the company seeks 
to reclaim William Fox's present 
invested interests in certain Fox 
company affiliated companies on 
the grounds that when William Fox 
acquired such interests he was 
president of the company and he, 
therefore, may only be holding such 
affiliated cq: any interests in trust 
for Fox Fil... Companies so fig- 
uring include Grandeure, Inc,, Fox- 
Case, Fox-Hea-st and the American 
Tri-Ergon Company. Latter is a 
talker patent holding firm through 
which William Fox has started suit 
against all the film biz recently for 
alleged infringement ¢f patents. 

The information in the company’s 
complaint which was filed covers 
nearly 50 causes and 44 pages, in- 
clusive of seven exhibits, namely 
contracts and affidavits. 

Named as co-defendents for dif- 
ferent reasons are Jack G. Leo, 
brother-in-law of William Fox, and 
formerly v. p. of Fox Films; 
Michael J. Meehan, Bechtel Alcock, 
James J. McKenna, Esmonde F. 
O’Brien, J. J. Moylan and J. J. Mee- 
han, Outside of Leo and Fox, those 
named are co-partners in M.. J. 
Meehan & Co. downtown stock- 
brokers. 

This brokerage firm figured in 
mention at the recent U. 8S. Senate 
stock exchange investigation in 
connection with stock pools as con- 
cerned Radio. William Fox also 
was called before U. S. Senate in- 
vestigation committee but failed to 
appear on account of ill health. Fox 
was called in connection with al- 
leged manipulation of the stock of 
Fox Theatres. 

Similar allegations cf Fox stock 
manipulations are made by the 
company against William Fox in 
the present complaint. The down- 
town names as mentioned are 
named in that connection. 

Besides Jack Leo, those who are 
mentioned in the company’s com- 
plaint include Eva I‘'ox (Mrs. W. 
¥.), Carolyn Leah Tauszig, W. F.’s 
daughter; Jacob Rubenstein, Bessie 
Livingstone and John Zanft, be- 
sides Alex Kempner and Jack Loeb. 


Jack Leo’s $500,000 


In the matter of Jack Leo, the 
company principally seeks to re- 
cover $500,000 which was paid to 
him, it is alleged, on the fraudulent 
representation by W. F. that this 
sum was owed Leo by Fox Film 
for services rendered. ‘lhere is 
something like $205,000 which the 
company seeks to recover in the 
matter of Jack Loeb and Alex 
Kempner. Loeb kept the vaude 
books for the Fox time and Kemp- 
ner handled the realty, each at sal- 
aries of $40,000 annually. Company 
allegations are that these two 
should have been paid indirectly by 
William Fox himself as they were 
originally hired on a basis where 
¥ox Film and Yox Theatres, as the 
case may be, paid the $40,000 an- 
nual salaries on the understanding 
that William Fox would pay these 
sums back.to the companies. Com- 
plaint alleges W. F. never went 
through and not only did not pay 
the companies back thése salaries 
as due, but misrepresented, when 
he sold his interests to G. T. E,, 
that the companies owed the men 
those salaries. 

Various stock manipulation alle- 
gations, mentioning sums aggregat- 
ing over $20,000,005. are mentioned 
in the complaint with one instance 
cited where it is. alleged W. F., 
when promoting the so-called stock 

(Continued on page 47) 


In its suit 


company president, 


the 
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and Alleges More 
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Telling Warner 





Hollywood, July 4. 

Jack Warner in a speech at 
the Masquers’ dinner to Gov- 
ernor Rolf remarked that he 
did not understand why Wil- 
liam Collier, Sr., the toastmas- 
ter, used the ‘Sr.’ Collier 
quickly retorted, ‘To give Bus- 
ter a chance.’ 

Warner has a son who is also 
a junior. 


Paschall’s 50-50 
Publix-Dent Deal 
May Chop Losses 


Return of the former Louis L. 
Dent chain of 47 houses in Texas to 
local operation, through a new 
partnership setup with W. E. 
Paschall on a 50-50 basis, has as 
one of its major objectives the re- 
duction of overhead. Publix, in 
100% control on operation from 
New York, had not been able to ef- 
fect this. Chain has been losing 
around $6,000 weekly. 

For some time Publix has been 
fighting for rent abatements, union 
cuts, ete., for the Dent chain. Be- 
lief is that Paschall will effect these 
economies through individual opera- 
tion. 

Paschill was for years general 
manager of the Dent circuit. He 
switched to Publix, after the buy 
at a reported $1,700,000, as its divi- 
sion manager at Dallas over the 
Dent houses. 

Dent himself has retired and is 
living on a ranch in the west, but 
still owns outright a group of eight 
houses in the Texas territory, which 
are in no way affiliated with Publix. 














Publix has had _ considerable 
trouble with unions in Texas, in- 
cluding in Dent towns. That 


Paschall may turn the chain non- 
union now is reported as probable 
unless adjustments on scales can be 
reached. 

Houses under the Publix-Paschall 
partnership, which will operate sim- 
ilar to many other Publix 50-50 and 
75-25 partnerships, and do its own 
film-buying where much _ saving 
may be made by local booking, are 
located in Abilene, Amarillo, 
Breckenridge, Brownwood, Corsi- 
cana, Dallas, Dennis, Denton, East- 
land, Harlington, McAllen, Mer- 
cedes, Mexia, Paris, Ranger, Temple, 
Tyler, Vernon, Weslaco and Wich- 
ita Falls, 





Dallas, July 4. 

New Paschall-Texas theatres set- 
up, with Paschall in dual capacity 
as Prexy and gen. mgr., takes in 
practically all of former Dent fold 
minus Dallas, El Paso and Al- 
buquerque, N. M. 

Move cuts Publix’s foothold in 
southwest to 35 stands, but leaves 
booking access to 85. 


FIRST THEATRE TAX 
RETURNS DUE JULY 31 


Theatres charging 4lce and over 
will have to have first returns on 
the Federal admissions tax in the 
hands of their local Collector of In- 
ternal Revenue by midnight July 31. 

Although numerous attempts have 
been made to reach an approximate 
total, no official count of the film 
houses which will pay the tax can 
be arrived at until August. Rea- 
son for this is that prices are upset 
right now with many theatres in- 
troducing their summer scales, 

















Fight Film L. A. Sleeper 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
Olympic (downtown grind house) 


|got first crack at the Sharkey- 
Schmeling fight pictures in the local 
territory. Film, which runs 32 
minutes, got started Wednesday 


(29), with a total show of 45 min- 
utes. 
Business no sensation. 





Bancroft Het Again 


Hollywood, July 4. 
George Bancroft and Paramount 
are talking contract following pre- 


view of ‘Lady and Gent.’ Star left 
the studio four weeks ago following 
completion of the picture, which 
was his last under the old contract. 

Since that time both had been 
pouting at each other. 


HAYS PUTS DUES 
PLEA BEFORE 
PRODUCERS 


~ 











Hollywood, July 4. 

Increasing tendency to shift the 
financial burden of supporting the 
Producers’ Association on the larger 
studios has brought forth a frank 
demand from Will Hays for finan- 
cial co-operation from all members 
of the association. Hays’ plea was 
at the semi-annual meeting Tues- 
day (28). 

Producers getting the most serv- 
ice from the ascociation are those 
who have been falling behind in 


their dues, said Hays, and the 
body’s obligations must not be 
borne solely by producers prompt 
in paying. 

Hays admitted ihe local group has 
a Jarge payroll, and added, that the 
Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors in New 
York was contributing liberally to 
the western organization’s* support. 
Winnie Sheehan appeared at the 
meeting for Fox in place of Al 
Rockett, and Sam Katz represented 
Paramount instead of B. P. Schul- 
berg. Kits is expected to remain 
on the committee during the bal- 
ance of his stay. 

Successor to J. J. Gain, associa- 
tion’s labor contact, was discussed 
and six names presented, but none 
accepted. Gain stays on until one 
is chosen, the I"ox casting head job 
remaining unfilled until Gain is 
freed. 


SHELVED SCRIPTS GET 
L.A. TAX, SAYS COURT 


Hollywood, July 4. 


Universal lost a suit brought to 
recover $1,129 in taxes paid under 
protest to the County of Los An- 
geles in 1927. 

Studio contended that the amount, 
levied on an assessment of $46,880 
placed on unused and on-theshelf 
scenarios, was wrong and that the 
rights to the scripts were held in 
New York. 

Court held that the scripts and 
rights belonged at the production 
end and were being utilized here, 
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Depresh Public Waits Until Price 





Budget Victory 





With government exacting 
two-cent tax on all checks is- 
sued, motion picture studios 
are now working on a plan to 
pay the majority of thcir em- 
ployes in cash instead of by 
check. 

Auditing departments figure 
studios can save from $16 to 
$30 a week in paying general 
run of people outside of those 
drawing salaries of $500 and 
up.—From ‘Variety's’ Holly- 
wood Bulletin, 











Paramount Is 


Most Bullish 
Star Borrower 


The producer exchange on stars 
agreed to in a general way by all 
majors, is being taken advantage 
mostly by Paramount. It is Sam 
Katz's desire, from inside, to build 
up casts in Par pictures to as high 
a boxoffice strength as possible. 
The company is doubling up its 
own players as well as pairing them 
with a name from another studio 
under the loan process. 

During the past week Par has 
closed for loans of Leila Hyams 
from Metro for ‘Big Broadcast,’ and 
Elissa Landi from Fox for ‘Sign of 
the Cross.” Clark Gable, under loan 
to Par for one picture, will be 
paired with Miriam Hopkins in ‘No 
Bed of Her Own.’ 

Par is also borrowing directors, 
having closed for Archie Mayo 
(WB) and Frank Borzage and Wil- 
liam K. Howard from Fox, 

Others going to Par on loan are 
Jimmy Durante and Dorothy Jor- 
dan from M-G, Kay Francis from 
WB, Helen Hayes from Sam Gold- 
wyn and Victor McLagien from 


Gribble’s Quick Out 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Harry Wagstaff Gribble’s career 
at Paramount was short lived. 
Brought here to direct, write and 
act, he co-directed ‘Madame Rack- 
eteer,’ featuring Richard Bennett 
and Alison Skipworth, with Al Hall, 
former First National cutter. 

‘Company found picture lacking, 
so took Gribble off and is having 
Lloyd Corrigan do the _ retakes, 
which are said to be plentiful. 

















Factional Dispute Over Agencies 





Some A. M. A. Members Don’t Want to 
Shoulder Grief of Those Barred by Studios 





Hollywood, July 4. 
Special meeting of the Artists’ 
Managers Association is slated for 
Wednesday (6) at the instigation 
of the Joyce-Selznick agency to 
combat the barring of themselves 
and other agents from certain lots. 

Agency was burned at the ‘bars’ 
put up by the Fox lot following 
what Winnie Sheehan and_ Sol 
Wurtzel called ‘unethical’ business 
miethods in connection with several 
deals. Also being barred off the 
Warner-First National lot in addi- 
| tion to Phil Berg and Frank & Dun- 
lap, the J-S organization is going 
| to request the members of the AMA 
'to devise means whereby they will 
work on an all-for-one and one-for- 
all policy in retaliation for the move 
by the two studios. 

Efforts will be made to convince 
the agents group that it will be 
injurious to all in permitting studios 
to*take arbitrary measures that de- 








prive any member of their body 
from doing business on any partic- 
jular lou 
Soy i Nea vapor ks Fagen. Sea > 


With the possibilities of their 
making any agreement as a body 
with the Producers’ ‘association 
eliminated at present, ‘and the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences having its doors closed 
to them as a group, the AMA will 
be asked to make a forceful stand 
against any studio. which refuses 
to do business with any one of its 
membership. Roster consists of 19 
agencies that are licensed to do 
business by the State of California. 

It is expected there will be a full 
turnout at this meeting as a num- 
ber of the members are desirous of 
placing themselves on record that 
they want to ‘paddle their own 
canoe’ and will not be burdened 
with the woes of others, who, they 
feel, should be capable of taking 
eare of their own affairs. These 
agents say they will stop any move 
of the organization trying to place 
itself on record as championing 
something that would later prevent 
them from doing business at stud’os 





as the result of difficulties of others, 


Is Right; 10¢ Houses Competish 
Socking Ist Runs, Chams Complam 


Rapid growth of the 10c houseg 
all over the country is causing ins 
creasing alarm for the  priog 
runs, Mostly affecied are the 
chains who claim that the 10c com« 


petition is depreciating their pos-« 
sible grosses, They sce protection 
going by the boards unless the dis- 
tribs affect some remedy against 
the 10-cent admissions. Chains 
ideas are to limit admizsions to a 
l5c bottom, and chains to uphold 
this contention may ban I10c ade 
missions on their own circuits. 

Paramount and Wa-ners are tak= 
ing the lead in the fight on the 10ec 
admissions. They cre reported to 
have served ultimat::ms to the dis- 
tribs that readjustment of prior 
run rentals in favor of prior runs 
up to 50% in price will be sought 
from the distribs wherever the 
latter sell to the 10-centers. Con- 
ditional clauses to such effect will 
be instituted by Par and WB in 
their film purchasing contracts 
when being negotiated. 

From the angle of the prior runs 
it is claimed that conditions gen- 
erally have minimized the attracte- 
ing angle of a first rin. The de- 
pression hag made the public an 
audience of show shoppers where 
formerly they hab‘_ually patron- 
ized the theatre. Under such con- 
ditions, and to a la-ge extent, the 
10c admissions hold an appeal to 
the public over the advantages of 
a first showing. 

Want Renta! / djustments 

Since the item fi st came up in 
confabs with the distrizss and the 
chains it has been indicated that 
RKO nay foliow th» action of Par 
and Werners by inisting on sim- 
ilar 50% readjustmen‘s. 

With admissions almost every- 
where shifting dai -, there is no 
adequate means cf acccrtaining 
how many 10-ceners thcre are 
around. It is clai--ed that unless 
the industry can ge: down to somé 
reasonable solution of the situation, 
either by readjust:.ent of protec- 
tion angles or citting of film 
rentals, the hazar to continued 
operation of prior -uns is extremely 
precarious. - 

From the prior run angle, it is 
pointed out that th» competition of 
the 10-centers affc ts such an ap- 
preciable decline i1 b. o. income 
for the bigger hour ‘s as t) cause & 
sharp decline gene atly for the in- 
dustry. <Aggregat:» grosses have 
dropped and the di;tribs suffer as 
well by being compc'led to look for 
lesser rental grosses from the big 
spots as a result of b. o. decline 
due to such compe‘ition. 


PUBLIX-WB MAY ABSORB 
FOX PICS FOR B’WAY 


The Fox pictures, about a half 
dozen of which are left for release 
on the current year’s schedule, will 
probably be split betwcen Warner 
Bros. and Publix in New York as & 
result of the closing of the Roxy 
Thursday (30). These two chains 
are most in need of product. 


Fox had been getting a terrific 
rental from the Roxy, taking 50% 
straight from the: first dolar. At 
both that house and the Fox, 
Brooklyn, the company has lately 
been taking no chances on loss of 
rental, collecting its share daily. 
When the Brooklyn house, through 
Chicago bankers, kicked, the collec- 
tion protection was withdrawn and 
the theatre guaranteed rental pay- 
ment. 

So far Fox salesmen have no in- 
structions other than to proceed on 
a picture-to-picture basis for N. Y¥. 
first run sales. 

The Roxy’s reopening date is set 
tentatively as July <9, but there is 
no assurance that Fox pictures will 
return there, 

Among pictures 
year’s remaining schedule soon 
ready for release are ‘Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm,’ ‘Almost Mar- 
ried, ‘First Year’ (a Gaynor-Far- 
rell) and ‘Passport to Hell’ (Landi). 

Warner Bros. are negotiating for 
two of the Fox pictures, ‘First Year’ 
(Gaynor-Farrell) and ‘Congorilla,’ 
Mariin Johnson animal picture, for 
,the Winter Garden. 
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Ban on Twin Bills 


+ 


Looks Floppo as 


Too Many of All im U. S., 2-for-1 





* Because control of twin bills 

n't come without co-operation of 

e indie exhibs, the present circuit 

itation against double featuring 

going floppo. Hence, banning of 
@ouble features by the circuits can- 
mot be successfully effected. 

Independent producers to whom 
ghe twin policy at the boxoffice 
@neans 50% of their accounts declare 
4hat double featuring in the U. S. 
fs increasing. Check by several of 
Rhe leading indie makers is that 
twinning has climbed to a point 
where it now encompasses nearly 
one-half of the total theatres ope- 
gating in the country. 

The indies are finding the double 
featuring too lucrative to give up. 

Present confabs to cut out the 
twin features is indicated to have 
been initiated by Loew’s. However, 
the apparent inability of the circuits 
to agree among themselves has done 
much to offset any likely successful 
conclusion of their own present 
efforts. 

That's due mostly to the so-called 
Protection claims among theatre 
Operators, and especially the circuits, 

s against each other, and all as 
against the indies. Besides which, 
there is the purchasing power of 
the circuits to figure. Another point, 
and a strong one right now, is the 
question of availability of films. 

Milwaukee will be the first city 
fm the country to declare double 
featuring out 100%. Independents 
@nd circuit representatives in one 
@f the first of a series of such ses- 
gions aimed to halt the twin policy 
dn the U. S. have agreed in Milwau- 
kee to single only. That city is re- 
ported to have been one of the hot- 
beds of the double trouble, virtually 
all of its houses twinning. 

In the meantime some progress 
between the circuits and indies is 
being made in the Manhattan area. 
Charles O'Reilly of the TOCC has 
@ivided the city into zones and is 
taking the matter up with the in- 
@ependents in each of them. 


Joy's Fox Shift 
Chiefly Matter 
Of More Salary 


Hollywood, July 4. 


Though members of the Pro- 
Gucers’ Association have strongly 
Protested against the Fox studios 
taking Col. Jason Joy censorship 
contact of producers organization, 
into their ranks as a production 
executive, it is understood that Joy 
is more interested in the salary 
from Fox. It more than doubles 
the $20,000 a year he gets from the 
Producers. 


He will probably take over the 
fiew job around Aug. 1. 


AL COHN, SCENARIST, 
FILM-DEM. CONTACT 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Alfred A. Cohn, Fox scenarist, 
who was the only industry repre- 
Sentative as delegate to the Demo- 
cratic convention is looked upon as 
an important factor in party ranks 
and will be the probable contact 
here for the party with the film 
industry during the campaign. 

Cohn has been very close to 
William A. McAdoo for a number 
of years. 

















Par’s 5 Scribes 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Five more writers added to the; 
Paramount staff. 
They are Garrett Fort, Phillip | 
Wrlie, James Warner Bellah, Alber | 
Maltz and George Sklar. 


— 





Borrowing 





A salesman was ballyhooing 
to a small circuit head about 
the new scheme of things, such 
as one studio borrowing Gable 
and Garbo and others from 
Metro. 

Exhib wanted to know: ‘Are 
you borrowing Thalberg, too?’ 


B. P. TAKING IT 
EASY; ADVICE 
OF COUNSEL 


Hollywood, July 4. 

With offers from many studios, 
B. P. Schulberg is refusing to con- 
sider any for the present. 

Acting under legal advice, he will 
not discuss any future deals until 
his settlement with Paramount has 
been fully paid. This will hold him 
clear of possible legal complications. 

Understood, however, that Para- 
mount will offer no objection to his 
becoming an independent producer 
for them. 


WARNER VS. W. E. SUIT 
FOR OPEN COURT TRIAL 


Warner Brothers will probably 
take its claim for royalties from 
Western Electric to the open courts. 
This means that a four-year fight 
in star chambers, before an arbitra- 
tion board, which is estimated to 
have cost over $1,000,000, will be 
abandoned. It will also mean that 
thousands of pages of testimony 
taken during the proceedings will 
either be torn up or read to a jury. 


If the brothers sanction continu- 
ance of the chamber proceedings it 
will be on the condition that testi- 
mony be in the hands of the board, 
presided over by Supreme Court 
Justice Hiscock and that a decision 
be handed down by next September. 

This is the belief in the Warner 
home office where dissat* faction 
with the arbitration course was ex- 
pressed and where it was conceded 
that the brothers will likely open 
wide a door which has kept hear- 
ings and testimony secret since 
1928. 

The brothers, reported at different 
times as expecting all the way from 
$25,000,000 to twice that, have 
agreed to let the arbitration board 
fix the amount of damages, if any 
are found. 

As an inkling to the costliness of 
this arbitration, certain of the 
lawyers appearing for both sides 
have been drawing as high as $200 
for every hour of their time de- 
voted to the proceedings. 


Joinville Gets Wised 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Arnold Laurence, sound engineer 
for Paramount’s Joinville studio, 
now bound for New York, where 
he will sail for Paris some time 
this week. 

Engineer has been studying new 
methods of sound recording at the 
Paramount plant here. Joinville 
studio will remain open all sum- 
mer. 


























WALD’S SHORTS STAY 


Jerry Wald’s dismissal from the 
N. Y. ‘Graphic’ is having no effect 
on his Warner Bros. contract for 
a series of shorts. The ex-radio 
columnist made one film and is 
making his second next 
the Flatbush studio. 

Wald introduces a flock of his 
radio celeb friends in the shorts, 
acting as m.c. with the radio favs 
‘doing walk-ons or numbers, 
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QUOTAS PAVE. WAY 
FOR TRADE DEALS} 
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Tie-Ups Set for England, 
France, Italy, Sweden and 
Hungary — Anti-Dubbing 
Laws Open Way for Pro- 
duction on Ground—Prox- 
imity Makes Studio Deals 
Easy 


_--— 


TAKES STUDIO SPACE 





Germany is walking in on the 
world. With the United States fac- 
ing a shut-out from European trade 
within the next few months Ger- 
many is grabbing off European ter- 
ritories as quickly as the Americans 
move out. 

German film companies have, dur- 
ing the past couple of months, es- 
tablished liaisons with film com- 
panies or studios in France, Italy, 
England, and practically every other 
vital European spot. 

While Germany was doing the 
entrenching U. S. companies were 
trying to fight off constantly in- 
creasing and toughening contingent 
laws. 

Two most important new con- 
tingent laws have been framed for 
France and Germany. Both are 
separate laws not hinging on each 
other, but both are along similar 
lines. They bar foreign dubbing 
completely and make entrance for 
local dubbing limited. Both new 
laws were to go into effect July 1, 
but have not yet actually emerged 
through the _ political machinery, 
with Germany and France for the 
moment having no quota laws at 
all. In both countries the law may 
be passed any minute and will take 
effect immediately. They are con- 
ceded by the United States Depart- 
ment of Commerce to be as tough 
as conceivable. 


Proximity Does Trick 


First definite European battle 
came in Jugoslavia and Czechoslo- 
vakia about two months ago. 


Countries made import tariffs ex- 
orbitant from an American stand- 
point. U. S. firms*threatened to 
walk out on the markets. Neither 
country budged and all companies 
closed their offices. Now, word trom 
Belgrade is that Germany is prac- 
tically ready to open both coun- 
tries up. Germany can do this be- 
cause of proximity to the land. 
They simply move German film 
companies to the countries involved 
and shoot their film there, break- 
ing down the tariff barrier. 

Recently Ufa of Germany closed 
a contract ‘with Swensk of Sweden 
for inter-distribution. With anti- 
foreign dubbing laws going into ef- 
fect, exchange of studio space will 
be natural and easy. Same thing is 
true of Ufa and Gaumont of Eng- 
land and Ufa is currently negotiat- 
ing the same sort of deal with Hun- 
nia of Budapest. In that country, 
incidentally, France already has 
some such arrangement through an 
Osso-Minerva tieup. 

In Italy Ufa has a tieup with 
Pittaluga and Tobis with Cesare. In 
France Tobis has its own studio and 
Ufa has several tieups. Pathe- 
Natan and Tobis are said to be 
talking things over and Vandal and 
Delac interproduced in France gand 
Germany. 

Past few weeks, understanding ix 
New York is, German filmers have 





}tion the minute the new contingent 
|laws are signed. 

| Feeling in the New York foreign 
channels now is that U. S. will 
| probably have to bow to European 
jviews and do all their dubbing 
abroad. But with the foreigners al- 
|ready intrenched in each other's 
back yards they will, it is thought, 


ibe able to 
before the U. S 
iscene, 


up the contingents 
ippear on the 
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been devoting their time especially | 
to strengthening these tieups every- | 
where, which will be swung into ac. | 
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| salary has not been indicated. 


ERMAN WORLD FILM COUP 





Indie Producers Set for Unusual 
Opportunities as Several Chains 
Reach for All Available Films 





Q. and A. 





Everybody is asking what 
the new sales policies will be 
this year. 

‘No one yet has inquired 
what the buying policy will 
be,’ says one of the distribu- 
tors. 


SHEEHAN LAST 
WORD ON FOX 
PROD. 


Holiywood, July 4. 
Dropping of committee rule at 
Fox leaves all decisions as to story, 
production and new ideas up to 


W. R. Sheehan. Last of the com- 
mittees, ideas and production, were 
disbanded this week. 

Committee rule was adopted by 
Edward R. Tinker, who announced 
that this system of operation had 
been successful in all his banking 
and industrial undertakings and 
that he could see no reason why it 
would not work out advantageously 
in picture production. Discontinu- 
ance was decided upon by Sidney 
Kent and Sheehan. 

Composed of the heads of depart- 
ments, the three committees were 
interlocking, with most members 
doubling from one group to another. 
Purpose was for each group to pass 
on all subjects up for consideration 
in their particular jurisdiction with 
the committee empowered to okay 
or turn down, 


Plunkett Leaves 
RKO July 9; Suit 
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Affiliated chains, 
film purchasing sprees for major 
company product, are proffering a 
massed invitation to indie product 
to break in on the bigger circuits 


on a seasonal basis for the first 
time in the history of the biz. The 
buying sprees have been caused by 
apprehension on the part of certain 
of the chains of a shortage of prod- 
uct this coming season. 


As the buying furore is dying 
down, the condition that faces the 
industry, so far as the chains are 
concerned, offers a picture of some 
of the affiliated circuits being sur- 
plused with major product while 
other chains are under-supplied. 
Latter’s only relief thus is from 
indie producers. 


With only around 350 features 
looked for from the seven principal 
producing companies, the bigger 
theatre outfits have set out to out- 
bid each other for product. For- 
merly circuits were assured of a 
production supply and 104 films 
were sufficient in the aggregate to 
satisfy nearly any theatre chain's 
needs. That would allow for a 
possible policy of two changes 
weekly in many oases and triple 
shifts or even double features, in 
some cases. 


Skeptic on Prod. 


Skepticism currently about the 
film companies carrying out their 
full programs, however, has sent 
certain of the chains to over-reach 
for possible product against the 
chance of being let down towards 
the middle or latter part of the 
coming season. In such cases, one 
or two of the chains have been 
known to have purchased as high 
as 204 films and one eastern outfit 
has even gone so far as to be ne- 
gotiating for an additional 52 from 
one major company so as to bring 
its total picture supply for the com- 
ing year to a possible 256 features, 

That mark is clearly an overe- 
supply and represents a_ surplus, 
Chains operating in competition to 
this outfit thus find themselves un- 
der-supplied as only around 96 pos- 
sible films are left to be purchased, 
or 22%. 


It’s an enviable position for the 


by their current 





Or Plans Indef 
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Latest reports indicate no prob- 
able change in the status of Joe 
Plunkett at RKO, with his depar- 


ture from that circuit as a theatre 
operator fixed at July 9. Plunkett's 
future plans have not been made 
known with the possibility that he 
tnay let things ride until the RKO 
matter is settled. 

His resignation had been formally 
requested by Harold B. Franklin, 
RKO president, taking effect July 
9, but it is understood that Plun- 
kett has an agreement that estahb- 
lishes his services from year-to-year 
at $52,000 per year, pilus a bonus 
arrangement. Last year Plunkett 
voluntary turned down the bonus. 

Whether Plunkett may institute 
for the balance of his year’s 


LASKY’S Visit EAST 








PRIOR TO PAR PROD. 


Jesse L. Lasky is due in New 
York within a week for a fortnight’'s 
visit during which he will contact | 
the Paramount home office, then re- 


| 


turn to the Coast. | 

Arrangements for Lasky’s super-| 
vision of a special phase of produc- 
tion at the studio have virtually 
i'been completed. His trip to New 
York is believed to be in line with 


his duties at the Paramount west 


4coast plant. 


iingly cannot, 
‘rivalry among 


indies who can thus negotiate cir- 


cuit wide deals with those who 
have been mugged out by the com- 
petitive buying powers of the 
chains. 


The probable supply of films for 
1932-3 can be counted as fol- 
lows:—Paramount, 60; Warners, 
60; RKO, 60; Columbia, 26; Metro, 
52; Fox, 48; Universal, 26, or a 
total of 332. Around 12 westerns 
from Columbia will ante the total 
to 344 pictures, 

While the fact of being under- 
supplied offers a hazard to the cir- 
cuits, unless they fill up with indie 
product where needed, for the 
chains that have surplused them- 
selves with buys, possible absorp- 
tion of the pictures bought offers 
a problem. With some 256 films on 
hand in any situation a chain must 
go to double featuring in spots te 
absorb their product and in other 
cases short to triple changes. Latter 
way would necessarily mean a de- 
cline in admission prices for the 
spots so policied. 

All of which hazards the chains 
have been agitating to get away 
from among each other but seem- 
owing to the innate 
themse!ves. 
intage of the 
more 


Indies taking adv: 
chains’ needs, look to profit 
than ever this coming season. 





FRASER-LLOYD DUE EAST 


William Fraser, g. m. for Haroid 
Lloyd, will arrive in New York 
about July 15 and remain east until 
rh ange pe when the new Lloyd pice 
ture — Cr will be shown 
on Py lway. 

Lo: r ‘hee plans following Frase¢e 
hore 
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Emolovees Believe Modified Pact 


Will Revive 


—___—_+ 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Producers agreement, now being 
modified by a committee of 10 for 
presentation to the Academy mem- 
bership, is regarded by many em- 
ployee members of the Academy as 
an antidote to the evidenced anti- 


contract feeling of producers. 

Agreement will be presented at 
a general meeting July 13, and it 
is expected to be accepted unani- 
mously because of protection to em- 
ployees and encouragement to pro- 
ducers to give contracts to promis- 
ing talent. 

Only 250 Affected 

Only 250 studio people have con- 
tracts for one year or more, and 
these are the only ones affected by 
the agreement. Of this number. 
150 are members of the Academy 
eligible to benefit by the agreement. 

As a result of new machinery, 
Academy will have the upper hand 
in the deal, Agreement provides 
for settling of all grievances of 
employees within the Academy. 

Tomorrow (Tuesday) committee 
of 10 meets to report the text of 
the modified agreement preparatory 
to the general Academy reading. 


FOX-HEARSTS 
25-00% CUTS 


Cuts ranging fom 25 to 50% have 
been ordered for the Fox-Hearst 
Newsreel interests. 

Men with the organization who 
were getting several hundred week- 
ly for work similar to copy desk 
positions on daily newspapers have 
had their checks halved. 


CLUBWOMEN INFLUENCE 
FAILS TO SAVE ‘PINKIE’ 


Chicago, July 4. 

Despite the protests of club wom- 
en agitated by her in a final effort 
to stave off dismissal, Mrs. Effie 
‘Pinkie’ Sigler, head of the local 
censor board, was formally dropped 
from the city payroll last week. 
Town’s finance committee had pre- 
viously failed to provide an item in 
the budget to cover her salary for 
the coming fiscal year. 

Other letout from the film-clipping 
sorority was Miss Frankie Jaames, 
a temporary appointee of Mayor 
Cermak, with the move here made 
necessary in order to avoid any in- 
ferences of favoritism. Censor 
board is now reduced to four. With 
the civic fathers tightening up the 
purse strings more and more, indi- 
cations point to the complete aboli- 
tion of the board by the fall. 

Last jam that ‘Pinkie’ Sigler got 
into with local film men was over 
her treatment of ‘New Morals for 
Old,’ which opened at the Palace 
last Saturday (2). Board under the 
Sigler influence refused to give the 
picture carte blanche unless 28 cuts 
were agreed to. Palace management 














Contract Activities 


2-5 YEARS 


Lord’s Alliance Rep Draws Sing 
Sing Term For Attempted Extortion 











Warning that the film industry 
will fight off professional racketeers 
was sounded by Charles O'Reilly, 
head of the TOCC, following the 
sentencing of Cornelius McNurney, 
Lord’s Day Alliance representative, 
to from two to five years in Sing 
Sing. 

McNerney a week ago was con- 
victed of attempted extortion after 
O'Reilly 2a told how the defendant 
had demanded $1,000 a month from 
New York exhibitors in lieu of in- 
voking an ancient Sunday blue law. 
Conviction of McNerney is largely 
credited by film executives to the 
work of Edward J. Barry, who for 
six weeks acted as special investi- 
gator for the industry. 

The court, in sentencing McNer- 
ney scored him as a ‘religion rack- 
eteer.’ 


French No Like Scene 
So Par Obligingly Cuts 
It Out of Shanghai Exp.’ 


Paramount has sent out rush in- 
structions to all its exchanges and 
managers throughout the world, in- 


cluding the United States and Can- 
ada, to remove the French se- 
quence in ‘Shanghai Express.’ Has 
to do with a disgraced French army 
officer. This upset the French gov- 
ernment no end, at the thought of 
such a possibility. 

France last Tuesday (28) barred 
‘Express’ from exhibition in that 
couniry unless the sequence was re- 
moved from all world prints. Par’s 
telegraphic orders to all its ex- 
changes followed with the French 
ban removed by Thursday (30). 

It’s the first instance of a post- 
release change for a VU. S. film 
throughout the world because of the 
objection of one country, though 
there save been previous threats of 
a similar nature. 

Action means little in the U. S. 
where film has already shown in 
raost spots, but will necessitate 
editing almost everywhere else. 
Par’s action is largely due to the 
fact that the company is attempting 
very hard to retain pleasant diplo- 
matic relations with France at pres- 
ent because of its studio in Join- 
ville, Paris. 


Film Shortage Forces 
Rivoli, N. Y., to Darken 


The Rivoli, New York, closes 
Thursday (15) until sufficient new 
season’s product is ready for re- 
sumption of its operation. That may 
be six weeks or longer. Ralph 
Stitt, long at the house in charge 
of advertising and publicity, lays 
off with it. 

The Publix sister run, Rialto, will 
remain open, with ‘Freaks’ to fol- 
low ‘Scarface. The Marx Bros. 

















rejected the proposal and brought 
the picture in on a pink permit, with 
the selected excisions staying in. 


Mayer-Lancaster Merge 








Hollywood, July 4. 

Jerry G. Mayer, brother of Louis 
B. Mayer, is affiliating his agency 
interests with John Lancaster. Lat- 
ter has been in the agency field for 
the past 15 years and was the 
M-G-M casting head five years ago. 
New agency will be known as 
Mayer-“Lancaster and starts func- 
tioning July 18. 

Several new men will be brought 
into the new agency, which will have 
close to 200 people on its books. 

Harry Caufield, with Mayer for 
the past year, left this week. 


Portable Roadshow 


_. Peninsula, O., July 4. 

Casey M’Dougall and Harlan 
Dend, formerly associated with the 
State theatre, Cleveland, will road- 
show films on a pertable truck in 
‘small towns in Ohio and Penn- 
sylvania. 

Tour will be inaugurated here in 
mid-July. 





talker, ‘Horse Feathers,’ comes in 
after that. Last summer Publix 
was forced to turn the Rialto to 
revivals over the summer, a policy 
which it did not want to try again 
this year. 





Reviving Fairbanks’ 
‘Hood,’ with Sound 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Douglas Fairbanks is considering 
reissuing ‘Robin Hood’ this fall, 
with a musical background dubbed 
in. 

Picture was made in 1922, and 
several times in the past two years 
has been up for consideration to go 
out again with sound added. 





FLORIDA CO. SUES SELZNICK 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

Times Holding Co. of Florida is 
suing Lewis J. Selznick for $9,345 
on two promissory notes the latter 
signed over to the holding company 
in 1927. 

Notes were made out to Selznick 
by Jeanette Gais and were for two- 
month periods. Before they were 





due, Selznick endorsed them to the Alex Yokel. 
holding company. Cliff Lewis. 
* Pre igi te, Dk, aa Re SENT Si a ET IES Secmpnichellic nes Sige eencvh pines LEME < as "Fn 


18 COLORED SHORTS 


Increases Sam Sax Series 
After Six Ready 
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Hollywood, July 4. 

With the completion of a series 
of six Technicolor-Vitaphone shorts 
under supervision of Sam Sax, 
Warner-First National has_ in- 
creased the order to 12 more. 

Completed shorts will be released 
immediately, with the new subjects 
in circulation next fall. 


B&K Booth Men 
On Week to Week 


For Protection 


Chicago, July 4. 

Booth men in all the Balaban & 
Katz houses, with the exception of 
the Chicago theatre, have been put 
on a week to week basis. Arrange- 
ment takes in the entire string from 
deluxers down to the minor nabes, 
with the seven-day notice going up 
on the board each Friday. Move is 
termed a protective measure in the 
event conditicns warrant the quick 
closing down of the weaker box- 
offices over the summer. 

Circuit had taken similar precau- 
tions with the musicians in its de- 
luxe houses, excepting the Chicago, 
about a month ago. After the pit- 
men had been acquainted with the 
news for a little over a week, B&K 
did a sudden about-face and re- 
ealled all notices. Latter action 
followed an ultimatum from James 
Petrillo, head of the musicians’ lo- 
cal, that would have brought about 
an exodus from the Chicago pit 
were any of the other deluxers in- 
volved deprived of music. 


COHEN TABBING PAR’S 
EASTERN STORY BOARD 


Told by Coast executives that at 
least 45 of its scheduled 63 features 
must click, the eastern story board 
of Paramount sees where Emanuel 
Cohen, new production head, is de- 
pending more upon script judgment 
than any other department for 
1932-33. Cohen is now keeping in 
personal touch with the New York 
board. 

Russell Holman will not go to 
the Coast as was planned originally. 
Instead, while not having the title 
of eastern production head, Hol- 
man will have all of the duties re- 
garding production without the 
studio worry. This means that he 
will retain a hand in the scenario 
department as well as scouting for 
new material. 

George Palmer Putnam, who suc- 
ceeded Holman as chairman of the 
scenario board in the east, was 
scheduled Friday (1) to fly to Holly- 
wood, chiefly for general acquaint- 
anceship. 

Percy Heath, in charge of the 
Coast story department, at the 
same time is being moved to the 
East. This is understood to be 
in line with Cohen’s plans to 
strengthen the eastern story buying 
depot. 


Chas. R. Rogers’ 3d Set 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Allen Rivkin and P. J. Wolfson 
are working on the script of ‘Girl 
Without a Room. ’” 
This is the third story in the 
series Charles Rogers is producing 
for release through Paramount, 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Jack White. 

Stan Laurel. 
Oliver Hardy. 

Lin Bonner. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Joan Crawford. 
Bill O’Donnell 
Joe Reilby. 

Mrs. Louis Cohen. 
Maurice Chevalier 
Hal Roach, 

Felix Feist. 
Guthrie McClintie 
B. S. Moss, 

Lee Marcus. 


N. ¥. to L. A. 


Jesse Goldburg. 
Frank Craven. 
‘Boots’ Mallory. 
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weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary, 
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Publicity for 50 

Sam Goldwyn may do ‘Kid from 
Spain’ in Technicolor. Betty Bas- 
sett, Vivian Mathison and Bernice 
Lorrimer, showgirls, are coming 
from New York for the film. Each 
of the 50 girls will get a publicity 
buildup. 





Chicago Won’t Believe 

Spearman Lewis, managing direc- 
tor of the Chicago-Hollywood divi- 
sion of the Chicago World's Fair, is 
here with two associates to ask for 
a Hollywood exhibit at the Fair. 
This despite industry’s decision to 
spend no money for an exhibit. 





Film stars will be urged to make 
personal appearances before Olym- 
pic athletes in a theatre in the 
Olympic village as part of the in- 
dustry’s entertainment for the vis- 
itors. 





O. D. Woodward wants the Holly- 
wood Playhouse for summer stock. 
His first would be ‘In the Best of 
Families,’ with Eva Lang featured. 


Impatient Genius 

Arthur Strauss, office boy for 
Aubrey Kennedy, who is producing 
‘Face on the Barroom Floor,’ com- 
plained to the Labor commission 
Kennedy owed him $50 pay. Said he 
had worked a week and a half and 
then quit because he hadn’t been 
advanced. 





Co-operative short, ‘Sky Maniacs’, 
made by group of actors and stunt 
men, is being peddled around, 





Walter Futter’s ‘Jewels of Mabu- 
hay’ company has returned after 
five months in the Philippines film- 
ing feature with native cast. 





Gleason Wins and Loses 
Universal took up option on James 
Gleason, thus preventing comedian 
from appearing in Norman Sper 
shorts at Educational. Eugene Pal- 
lette subbing. 


EIGHT BANKS CLOSING 
HIT ARIZONA THEATRES 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
Theatres in Northern Arizona, 
along what is known as the ‘high 
line,’ adjacent to the Santa Fe rail- 
way, were hard hit by the simulta- 
neous closing a week ago of eight 
banks. Towns affected are Flag- 
staff, Kingman, Williams, Winslow, 
MeNary and Chandler. 
Suspension of these banks leaves 
not a single bank open between San 
Bernardino, Calif., and Flagstaff on 
the Santa Fe line. 
Theatre managers, besides being 
heavily loaded with patrons’ checks, 
and with their own deposits lost, 
were also pressed over the weekend 
to get box office change. One Wil- 
liams exhibitor was forced to drive 
200 miles to get a supply of nickels 
and dimes. 
Film salesman covering Arizona 
are being assigned to other territory 
by a number of the local exchanges, 
due to the closing of so many the- 
atres in that state and the whole- 
sale bank failures. 

Exchange execs figure Arizona is 
more than 50% shut down at the 
present time, with many other 
houses hovering on the brink. 

A few days ago salesmen for three 
of the leading distribution com- 
panies met at Yuma, on their way 
home. Although aut for more than 
a week there was not a single film 
order among the three. 


WB SHORTS SERIES FROM 
TIGER SHARK’ FOOTAGE 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Warners will emerge from ‘Tiger 
Shark’ with a series of shorts, as 
well as the feature, based on the 
eamera work for this Ed Robinson 
picture. Some 400,000 feet slipped 
past the lenses while this unit was 
shooting its aquatic sequences and 
that there’s enough stuff to be cut 
into displays on how the man-eaters 
are caught, as also tarpon snatch- 
ing, etc. 

Troupe threw a lot of coin over- 
board (in bait) to keep the single 
fins darting around the boat, havy- 
ing been lucky enough to bump into 
a school of ’em soon after they 
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barrived at their marine location. 





Phil Harris’ Chance 
After spotting Phil Harris play- 
ing at Cocoanut Grove, Jack Warner. 
had the band leader come to the 
studio for a screen test. 





New Jungle Location 
Columbia will film the jungle. 
scenes of its femme Tarzan picture 
in Ecuador, South America, under 
title of ‘Fury of the Jungle.’ 





Small Buys ‘Palooka’ 

Screen rights to Ham Fishers 
syndicated comic strip, ‘Joe Pa- 
looka,’ purchased by Edward Small 
for Reliance, 





Roach Drops Goddard 
Hal Roach has failed to exercise, 
option on Paulette Goddard, Reno. 
divorcee, aiter being on payroll two 
months. 





W. B. Options Talent 
Options on Joan Blondell, Bette 
Davis, Helen Vinson and William 

Powell exercised by Warners, 





Oursler at Radio 
Fulton Oursler engaged by Radia 
to adapt original story by Adela 
Rogers Hyland as Constance Bena 
nett’s next starring picture, 





Radio Buys ‘Ace’ 
Radio has exercised its option on 
Yvan Noe’s French play ‘The Act.” 
Purchased for Richard Dix. 





Thorpe’s ‘Honest Injun’ 
Jim Thorpe has joined forces 
with Al Green, Warner director, to 
write an original, ‘Honest Injun.’ 





Tirnling On Spanish 
Fox’s first Spanish production on 
the new program will be ‘The Last 
Man on Earth,’ with Raoul Roulien 
featured. Jaraes Tinling off the Fox 
lot for two years, will direct. 





Unable to relieve herself of @ 
four-picture contract with Colum- 
bia, Genevieve Tobin can’t accept 
offer to appear in Gloria Swanson’s 
forthcoming English production. 





Goldstone Ties ‘Zombie’ 
With several deals on for distri- 
bution of Halperin Brothers’ ‘The 
White Zombie,’ Phil Goldstone has 
stepped in with $11,000 more to set- 
tle claim against it for production 
costs by Universal. 





Roach studios reopen July HM 
after a week’s shutdown. First pice 
ture going into work is an ‘Our 
Gang’ picture. 





Stagehands Sue Union 

Claiming to have been unlawfully 
expelled from Local 37 of the 
stagehands’ union, D. C. Hobbs, W. 
F. Moore, A. H. Collister and Mau- 
rice Sebring have filed suits of $50,- 
000 each against the union. Charge 
against them was working under 
scale, 





Appendix operations performed 
last week on Duncan Renaldo, ace 
tor; Rene Oa‘:land Hubbell, Mrs, 
Fred Pelton, wife of Metro execu- 
tive, and Serge Hovey, son of Sonya 
Levien., 





Culbertson’s $10,000 Shorts 

Zion Myers returned here from 
the east with Lee Marcus last week 
to prepare stories for his 12 bridge 
shorts for Radio featuring Ely and 
Mrs. Culbertson. Series start in 
September with the Culbertsons 
understood te be receiving nearly 
$10,000 per picture. 





Radio Lops Personnel 
Following Meriam C. Cooper’s 
six-week studio personnel survey, 
Radio has lopped $5,000 weekly off 
the payroll. David Selznick prefers 
this method of expense reduction 
over general salary cuts. 





Wurtzel Plasters McGuire 

Attachment papers were served 
on Sam Goldwyn for recovery of 
$750 and costs due Sol Wurtzel 
from William Anthony McGuire on 
an I. O. U. McGuire, now working 
for Goldwyn, had promised to pay 
within 30 days, but 90 days had 
elapsed. 





Arlen in ‘Saturday’ 

Richard Arlen will be teamed with 
Carole Lombard in ‘Hot Saturday, 
scheduled to go into production at 
Paramount next month. 

‘The 13th Man’ starts at Colum 
bia this week with a five day ocean 
voyage as a beginnér for the cast. 
Howard Hughes is directing the 
Francis Edwards Faragoh script. 








Levee’s Mortgages 
According to papers filed with the 
county recorder, M. C. Levee and 
(Continued on page 40) 
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By AL GREASON 

The stock market slipped into a 
three-day holiday Friday with feel- 
ing somewhat improved after a 
week in which the index averages 
had twice broken through former 
lpws, once on Monday and again in 
@ minor way on Thursday. 

Toward the finish Friday there 
was sufficient cautious evening up 
by shorts to close the list about a 

oint and a half net higher, 
although the slight rally brought 
qu. no impressive volume. Never- 
theless, the Street seemed to be in 
a better mood, not so much because 
of the negligible gains of the week’s 
final prices compared to the lows 
as on account of small straws in 
the market wind hat seemed to 
hold out prospect of steadier prices. 

Foremost was the market’s own 
nerformance. On Monday and again 
an Thursday penetration of old bot- 
toms in many important spots did 
not bring on increase in volume of 
offerings. Whether urgent selling 
was definitely over or not, it was 
suggested by the ticker that stock 
was in hands sufficiently strong to 
hold on through whatever vicissi- 
tudes might be in store for the near 
fuiure. 578 

Political Uncertainties 

The two conventions were prac- 
tically over, for the Street could 
foresee the outcome of the Demo- 
eratic gathering by Friday after- 
noon, and besides that much uncer- 
tainty being removed there was a 
prospect that after the Chicago ad- 

(Continued on page 19) 


Karon ‘Far’s Wife 
Would Sue Bil Fox 
On Conspiracy Charge 


Allegations of extreme dominat- 
ing tendencies by William Fox 
against his brother, Aaron, have 
Deen made by Mrs. Aaron Fox, who 
recently was named guardian-at- 
law by the N. Y. Supreme Court of 
her two minor children so that she 
may bring suit for $250,000 in their 
behalf against the former film presi- 
dent. 

Aaron Fox’s present confinement 
fn a Hartford sanitarium following 
his sensational announcement of 
Iast year of the organization of the 
310,000,000 Aaron Fox Film Co., is 
directly laid to William Fox, In alle- 
gations made by Mrs. Aaron Fox 
when applying for the guardianship. 

She charges that without her con- 
gent to the commitment and by con- 
spiracy with a certain alienist Wil- 
Tiam Fox had his brother Aaron 
thus confined, allegedly, in order to 
prevent Aaron from revealing pos- 
gible adverse information against 
W. F. in the U. S. Senate’s stock ex- 
change inquiry. 

Among the charges made by Mrs. 
‘Aaron Fox, which apparently may 
form the basis of her contemplated 
action against W. F., is that the lat- 
ter failed to apply certain stock held 
by Aaron Fox for the support of her 
two children. 

Aaron Fox is a partner in the La- 
vgar-Fox firm which has the lobby 
candy machine concession in Fox 
theatres. He formerly was associ- 
ated with William Fox actively in 
the operation of the Fox Film prop- 
erties, being an officer and director 
in several of the compantes. 


ED GRAINGER YANKED 
OFF FOX PIC IN PROD 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Edmund Grainger, Fox producer, 
was suddenly relieved of supervis- 
ing ‘Robbers Roost,’ Zane Grey 
story starring George O’Brien, on 
Friday (1). Grainger was informed 
that there was no further super- 
visory work for him at the present 
and that he could retire to his Mali- 
bu beach home until such time as 
~his services are required. 

Grainger has been on the Jot for 
the past two years, his present con- 
tract having seven months to run. 
He is the son of James R. Grainger, 
Sales manager of the company, 


WB’s Foreign Audition 

















_ Sam Morris sailed Thursday night ;material screened for them so far. 
(30) on the Europa, accompanied by They are unanimous that an im- 
Thomas Martin of the foreign au- {provement is marked all around. 


diting end, for a check and survey 
On activities abroad. 
gone about three months. 


partment in New York is in charge 
of Joe Hummel, distribution ex- 


ecutive, i 





They will be|to make this year, 
« alizing they had to deliver quality 
In their absence, the foreign de-|to avoid an almost complete sales 


shutout. Material is running large- 
ly to novelty this year with better 
casts, 


ai (shies of Paramount Bonds 
New Handicap to Amusement Shares 
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PAR’S ANSWER 


To A. C. Blumenthal’s Suit on 
$13,875,000 Financing 








Paramount has filed its answer to 
the A. C. Blumenthal suit which 
attempts to invalidate the credit 
agreement between Par and a group 
of banks which arranged for short 
term financing last March to 
amount of $13,875,000. Blumenthal, 
holding 25 of the debentures of Par, 
alleges that the loan violates a pro- 
vision of the indenture under which 
bonds were issued. 

Par, concurrent with its answer, 
makes an announcement quoting 
Ralph A. Kohn, denying that the 
credit arrangements prejudices any 
of the rights of the bondholders or 
stockholders. 

When the $13,875,000 loan was 
arranged, Par put up its this sea- 
son’s negatives as security. 


Metro's Retake 
System Getting 
Economic Kayo 


Culver City, July 4. 

Added attention to stories before 
pictures go into production would 
indicate that Metro, for years cham- 
pion of the retake system, is aiming 
at elimination of retakes as an 
economy measure, 

Currently the scripts of ‘Flesh’ for 
Wallace Beery, ‘Pig Boats’ for Clark 
Gable and ‘Rasputin’ for the com- 
bined Barrymores are getting a 
daily once over from the studio 
heads for possible weak spots. 

For seven years Metro has pro- 
duced pictures with allowances in 
the budget for retakes to smooth 
out the picture after the first pre- 
views. 

Other studios at various times 
have adopted and dropped the re- 
take system as too costly for regu- 
lar routine. 


Radio City’s Straight 
Pic House May Be Open 
Ahead of the Music Hall 


The all-sound picture house in Ra- 
dio City may open its doors ahead 
of the International Music Hall. S. 
L. Rothafel is expected to make a 
decision within a week or two on 
which comes first, after giving study 
to the question of which will be 
ready for operation earliest this 
winter. 

A two months’ strike seriously 
held up construction, now setting 
the probable opening of the first 
house to be ready at around the 
Christmas holidays. Settlement on 
the strike was reached Friday (1), 
with men back to work that day. 

Because of more elaborate detail 
in completion of the big house, it 
is believed by Radio City executives 
the ‘straight picture stand will grab 
the prestige of being the first unit 
in Radio City to operate. 

Big house, seating 6,100, will be 
reserved seat, two-a-day, the other 
a grind picture house, seating 3,500 
and may be called the RKO Sound 
theatre. Numerous other names for 
this and the music hall have been 
submitted. M. H. Aylesworth will 
decide the official names. 


GENERAL OPTIMISM RE 
1933’S SHORTS QUALITY 


Theatres and film buyers are 
more optimistic about the short 
subject field as a result of 1932-'33 




















Most all shorts are costing more 
producers re- 








Can’t Eat Yachts 





Hollywood, July 4. 

One of the most prominent 
independent producers is try- 
ing to borrow $100,000 with his 
yacht ag collateral. 

‘We're not taking yachts any 
more,” one panker informed 
him, ‘but we'd be interested in 
some good, canned vegetables.’ 


100%, N. H. POOL 
UNDER HARRY 
ARTHUR 
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New Haven, July 4. 

Harry Arthur, who originally took 
over Poli, College and Bijou from 
Fox, and recently acquired the 
Paramount, only local Publix 
houses, is now said to be working 
on a deal to add the Roger Sher- 
man, only local Warner house, to 
his chain. Acquisition of the Roger 
Sherman would give Arthur a local 
monopoly. His plan, as reported, 
would be to shift stage units now 
at Paramount to the larger Poli and 
close one or two of the other houses 
in local chain, 

Carrying out of the pool is said 
to hinge on the satisfactory settle- 
ment with the unions, now on strike 
in all Arthur houses here. 

Meantime, Paramount may g0 
sound after current unit, with shift- 
ing of presentations to Poli held off 
until the middle of August 


State-Righters’ 
Rainbow Fades 
As Money Hides 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Despite the optimistic flag wav- 
ing of three months ago, state- 
rights producers in the past month 
have completed only nine features. 
All figured their day was at hand, 
that the cutting of production by 
the major studios coupled with the 
popularity of double bills, would 
bring a golden harvest. Instead 
state right production is at its low- 
est ebb. 

Tightness of production money is 
to blame, according to the pro- 
ducers. Nothing that the state- 
righters have produced since the 
majors started cutting has landed 
on a major release. 

Pictures produced by the state 
righters during the past month are 
‘Parisian Romance’ and ‘The Boil- 
ing Point’ (Allied); ‘Pretty Ankles’ 
and ‘Ship 13’ (Ralph Like); ‘Law 
and Lawless’ (Henry Goldstone), 
‘Beauty Parlor’ (Chesterfield) ; 
‘Drifting Souls’ (Premier); ‘Face 
On the Barroom Floor’ (Aubrey 
Kennedy) and the Richard Tal- 
madge feature as yet untitled. 

Leasing studio have been hit 
badly by the independent drought. 
During the past month Metro- 
politan was without any indie pro- 
duction. Tec-Art had one feature 
produced on the lot, as had Western 
Sound studios, International Sound 
saw three features completed and 
Universal two. One indie feature, 
Allied’s ‘Parisian Romance’ was 
made on the Pathe lot. 








Hanline Leaves Par 





KENT’S TRIP 





Fox Anxious to Get Rid of Its Brit. 
Theatre Holdings 

Back from the Coast less than a 
week, Sidney R. Kent sailed Thurs- 
day (30) on the Europa, to be gone 
about four weeks, His sudden trip 
abroad is believed in line with Fox's 
desire to divorce itself entirely from 
theatre interests on the other side. 

A suit is pending against British 
Gaumont and the Ostrer Bros., pur- 
pose of which is defined as an ef- 
fort of Fox to regain approximately 





price of a 49% interest in the 
Metropolis & Bradford Trust, hold- 
ing company of B-G. 


Films Nibble at 
Backing Plays 
if Price Right 


Eastern legits hear whispers of 
the picture producers’ desire to hook 
up for Broadway production in a 


manner to guarantee the studios 
some story material. With the 1932- 
33 dearth of plays suitable for 
filmization the studio, although not 
embarrassed with riches right now, 
are nibbling to hook up on inexpen- 
sive propositions. 

It’s strictly a cheap idea, accord- 
ing to present intentions, but the 
hope is that the indie stage pro- 
ducers may turn out a winning 
script or two. 

Along these lines is Alex Yokel’s 
trip to the Coast. He left New York 
this past weekend. Yokel, best 
known as a legit p. a. and a pro- 
ducer of one or two short-lived 
legit tries, is en route on a proposi- 
tion with a major studio. One exec 
in this company has faith in Yokel’s 
judgment on scripts, and if the b. r. 
demands are reasonable enough 
there’s a good chance of a tieup. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., is also inter- 
ested with Francis Edwards Fara- 
goh as the Broadway rep for Uni- 
versal. Faragoh is a scenarist who 
recently returned to Hollywood ona 
writing mission, and may yet go 
through with the proposition of do- 
ing New York scripts under U spon- 
sorship, 


WB SALES PERMANENTLY 











UNDER MAJOR WARNER | 





Major Albert Warner is perman- 
ently in charge of distribution for 
Warner Bros.-First National. Tak- 
ing hold recently, in what was a 
temporary arrangement following 
resignation of Eddie Alperson, 
Major Warner has decided to stick 
to that end. 

This places the three Warners 
over the three major company di- 
visions, with Harry M. in charge of 
theatres and administration, Jack L. 
over all production and Albert over 
sales. 

Major Waruer, since taking per- 
sonal hold, has discovered more new 
ideas on sales than did the previous 





Maurice Hanline has been dropped 
from the Paramount story depart- 
ment. He contacted publishers for 
Par. 

Hanline was with the Paramount 
scenario department before joining 
the story board several years ago. 





MRS. LOUIS COHEN’S DRIVE 
Hollywood, July 4. 
Mrs. Louis Cohen, wife of the 
Fox-West Coast realty expert 
started east Friday (1). 
She will make the trip by car 
with her two children for company. 


Rewrite ‘Flesh’ Script 
Culver City, July 4. 
Supposed to start this week, 
‘Flesh’ has been postponed by Metro 
until the script can be rewritten. 
Three new writers are working 








regime, 


Laemmle Curbs Work 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Poor health of Carl Laemmle, Sr., 
will not permit him to go to Uni- 
versal studio more than occasion- 
ally, chiefly just for luncheon. 

He expects to go to Murietta Hot 
Springs, near here, soon to hasten 
his recovery, after the siege at 
Johns Hopkins. 








Moss Returns as Was 


Hollywood, July 4. 
After several weeks in Hollywood 
B. S. Moss returned last Thursday 
(30) to New York. 
Moss was here to look at produc- 


tion prospects for himself, but he | 


$20,000,000 as its original purchase } 


‘Exclusive Run’ Policy Will Lop 
Plenty Off Sales Overheads 
If Adopted; 


Favors Idea 


M-G 


The sales machine, costliest part 
of distribution, can be skeletonized 
by companies in a position to adopt 
the exclusive booking policy. Metro< 
Goldwyn-Mayer is almost set to be 
the first to adopt this method in 


many situations, Felix Feist being 
credited with figuring that it will 
lop a big sum yearly off the com- 
pany’s present expenditure in sales 
handling. 

Originally Metro, as well as 
others, had decided to stave off na- 
tional introduction of the exclusive 
method until 1933. The change of 
plan is reported to have been 
brought about largely through new 
opportunities to effect economies as 
weil as positive proof that booking 
one first run in a tcwn at higher 
rental means more return to the 
distributor than all of the subse- 
quents combined. 

All companies that adopt the ex- 
clusive run policy in part or other- 
wise would automatically slash 
their sales overhead in proportion 
it is stated. Since ‘exclusive,’ as 
interpreted the Metro way, means 
booking a picture once and for all 
in a single house in each territory 
or zone, the necessity for the sales’ 
force to contact all of the sub- 
sequent runs in such locations is 
eliminated. This, in turn, means 
that the wider the exclusive policy 
prevails the fewer salesmen, etc., 
needed, 

An additional saving, by ignoring 
the subsequent runs, is that ex- 
pected to be realized in litigation. 
Lesser runs are credited with most 
of the lawsuits on the industry's 
books. 





Could Boomerang 


Those generally familiar with the 
situation hold that any company to 
go 100% exclusive product must 
have high-grade right down the 
line, or else the ‘shown-here-only,’ 
at higher admissions and longer 
run, will boomerang. 

Metro is reported so satisfied with 
its exclusive experiment in Wil- 
mington, Del., that it will gradually 
introduce the same in other spots 
throughout the country before the 
summer is up. In Wilmington, 
Metro, with a house over a mile 
from the theatrical district, is re- 
ported to be taking in more from 
this single booking than from the 
five Warner theatres there and as 
many independents combined, 


Indies Concerned 


Until now, the exclusive policy 
has been regarded by exhibitor lead- 
ers as possessed of little significance 
other than the outcome of a dispute 
between Warners and Metro in the 
Wilmington territory. With the 
serious intent of Metro to develop 
this policy nationally, and to pass 
up all theatres- but one in certain 
towns, these same indies now con- 
cede the situation is a serious prob- 
lem. Should the policy become gen- 
eral among the major distributors it 
would mean the subsequent runs 
would be forced to take lesser prod- 
uct and get none-of the industry's 
highlight pictures. 

Exhibitors who have investigated 
the legal aspects of the exclusive 
run find that there can be no gov- 
ernment intervention because the 
film is the exclusive property of the 
producer and the distributor and 
can be sold or rented as they, them- 
selves, decide. 

The procedure of retaliation which 
is getting the most consideration in 
certain indie ranks is to carry the 
fight to the front of the boxoffice 
and tell the public exactly why they 
cannot see certain product except 
at one theatre at top prices. But 
this would have its drawbacks, it is 
claimed, because such a battle 








would mean much paid advertising 
space in local dailies. ‘ 








More WB Coast Shorts 


Burbank, July 4. 

Six technicolor musical shorts 
will be made here by Warners in 
the fall for the company’s shorts 
program. Sam Sax and Roy Mack 
were here recently and completed 
an initial half dozen of the color 
films. 

Rest of the program will be made 
at the Flatbush studio in New 
York. Bill O'Donnell left Saturday 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Tuesday, July 5, 1932 








Stage Show Succor Depended On 
In L. A: Society Gal $22,000, 


Make Me 


— 





Los Angeles, July 4. 

Early exodus for the week-end 
holiday starting Friday threw a 
kink into the local picture house 
tills, but with weather cloudy on 
Sunday, the theatres got a better 
holiday break than originally ex- 
pected. As a result, downtown was 
bullish on matinee trade but very 
light of nights. 

That five-cent jump here and 
there on price doesn’t help any 
more than the terrific opposition 
that the dog races in Culver City 
are giving, with an average race 
draw of around 8,000 nightly. 

State, to augment ‘Society Girl,’ 
added Phil Harris and band in ad- 
dition to the Meglin Kiddies for the 
F-M stage show, with gross indica- 
tions around $22,000. Chinese for 
the tenth and last week of ‘Hotel’ 
should get over $20,000 before it 
closes until the 15th to bring in 
‘Strange Interlude.’ 

‘Make Me a Star’ with one of those 
girly-girly stage shows will prob- 
ably touch $14,000 at the Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65), 
"Grand Hotel’ (M-G) and stage show 
(10th week). Final week will bring 
odds and ends cleanup to an easy 
$20,000 and more. Last week it got 
a bit over $19,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70), 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) and vaude- 
ville. Doug. Fairbanks being good 
bet, plus strong stage show, looks 
around $10,000. ‘Street of Women’ 
(FN), being second run from the 
Western, at $9,800 was great last 
week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75), 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN). Opened 
fairly good, but lacks big draw 
power despite title and author; 
paced at $10,500. For ‘Dark Horse’ 
(WB) they tried plenty hard to 
make it hit five figures, but ended 
with $8,700. 

Orpheum (2,270; 35-90), ‘Attorney 
for the Defense’ (Col) and vaude. 
Picture must be depended upon to 
carry the stage unit here, hence 
the $9,000 gait is tophole. Last 
week ‘Strangers of the Evening’ 
(Tif) hit better than expected with 
$7,500. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-90), ‘As 
You Desire Me’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Garbo opened rather weak 
with the Gus Edwards stage unit, so 
little better than $6,000 is all that 
can be expected. Last week ‘State’s 
Attorney’ (Radio) with return date 
of ‘Lucky Day’ got only $8,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10), ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) and 
stage show, Picture good entertain- 
ment, and with stage show that’s 
pleasing should hit $14,000 or better. 
“Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) did 
best house has had in long time by 
hitting $18,000. 

RKO (2,950; 25-55), ‘Reserved for 


Ladies’ (Par) and _ stage show. 
Final week of Paul Ash. Nice 
$10,000. ‘Is My Face Red?’ (Radio) 


with good campaign on picture and 
stage show rounded out $6,300. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75), 
‘Society Girl’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Stage depended on to do the trick, 
as picture figured not so hot. - With 
holiday trade $22,000 looked for. 
‘Red-Headed Woman’ (M-G) last 
week, with Harlow in rerson and 
Gilda Gray stage show, brought the 
take slightly over $27,000, which is 
all-around profit. 


Red Headed’ Up, $8,500: 
Rebecca’ Slow on $1,600 


Louisville, July 4. 

Holiday crowds didn’t help thea- 
tres much. ‘Grand Hotel’ at $1.50 
is keeping patrons away from other 
houses to certain extent, 

Haden Read engaged by Ken- 
tucky, deluxe second runner, to 
help. He was at Loew’s until a few 
weeks ago. 

Rialto stagehands, etc., said to 
have notice so theatre can close 
or continue as business decides. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252: 15-25-35-40), ‘Red 
Headed Woman’ (M-G). With 
pear Pgs 3 ballyhoo, fine $8,500. 

ast week ‘Attorney for fense’ 
ACen. =. . ee 

rand (Fourth Avenue 1,765; 
76-25-35-40) ‘Rebecca’ Pee). Weak 
$1,600. Last week ‘Doomed Bat- 
talion’ (U) drew $2,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) 2,710; 
35-50), ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) and 
vaude. Reaching for $5,800, poor. 
Last week ‘Man from Yesterday’ 
(Par) $6,900. 

Brown (2,000; $1.50,-$1-75), ‘Granada 
Hotel’ (M-G). Following big ad 
campaign and doing well. Last 
week ‘Tenderfoot’ (FN) $4,500, 








Alamo (Fourth Avenue) (1,000: 
15-25), ‘Death Valley’ (U). Good 
$3,00C. Last week ‘Radio Patrol’ 
€U) $2,000. << 





Star’ Nice $14,000 


COLUMBUS SPOTTY 


‘Hollywood’ $6,500, ‘Rebecca’ Only 
$4,503—‘Morals’ $2,200 








Columbus, July 4. 

Summer heat, holiday and noth- 
ing too hot at any of the local 
houses. It won’t be a good week 
here, 

Estimates For This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-35)— 
‘Hollywood’ (Radio). Pretty good 
$6,500. Last week ‘Westward Pas- 
sage’ (Radio), $4,500. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Rebecca’ (Fox). Will do well to 
better $4,500, fair. Last week ‘Man 
From Yesterday’ (Par), $4,300. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-25) 
—‘New Morals’ (M-G). Will have 
to be satisfied with meagre $2,200. 
Last week’s ‘Forgotten Command- 
ments’ (Par), not too bad at $2,600. 
Grand (Neth) (1,100; 20-35)— 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U). Fair 
enough at $4,000. Last week ‘Win- 
ner Take All’ (WB), and Ford Rush 
on stage, neat $5,200. 
Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Sinister Hands.’ May reach $3,100, 
okay. Last week Sharkey-Schme- 
ling fight films aided ‘Radio Patrol’ 
to fair $2,800. 


‘Hollywood’ and 
Horse’ Top Pitt.; 
At $13,000, $6,500 


Pittsburgh, July 4. 
Holiday unlikely to give much 
help to the floundering box-offices 
this session, with the parks and 
their free attractions getting what 
potential customers don’t hit out 
for the open road. Hot weather also 
proving big factor in keeping down 
takings, with every indication that 
the doldrums have landed. 
Only two possibilities this week 
for moderately decent showings are 
‘What Price Hollywood’ at the 
Stanley and ‘Dark Horse’ at the 
Warner. Both given some good ad- 
vance stuff and with timeliness in 
one’s favor and a b. o. star in the 
other’s, two should have no trouble 
leading field. Maybe $13,500 for 
‘What Price Hollywood,’ with a nice 
$6,500 likely for ‘Horse.’ 
‘Man From Yesterday’ looks like 
a weak entry at the Penn and will 
be lucky to come through with 
$8,000, while ‘Stranger of the Eve- 
ning’ may gather weak $3,000 at the 
Fulton, Davis has the much-post- 
poned ‘Ferguson Case,’ which isn’t 
expected to cause more than a weak 
$2,200 ripple. 

Estimates for This Week 
Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35). 
‘Famous Ferguson Case’ (FN). Pic- 
ture finally got a date after being 
postponed weekly for almost two 
months. Consistent setting back of 
playing date unlikely to help much. 
Maybe $2,200, just fair. Last week 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) around $2,600. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 10-15- 
25). ‘Strangers of the Evening’ 
(Tiff). Comedy mystery won some 
nice notices, but lack of cast names 
will keep takings down to $3,000 or 
under. Last week ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) about $3,300. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-30- 
40). ‘Man From Yesterday’ (Par). 
No strong names to boost this 
average programmer and slide to 
terrible $8,000 anticipated. Last 
week ‘New Morals for Old’ (M-G) 
and Schmeling-Sharkey fight pic- 
tures just under $13,000, with lat- 
ter getting most of the credit. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-30-40). 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (RKO). 
Nice ballyhoo for this one didn’t 
hurt and Constance Bennett’s draw 
should keep takings up to nice 
$13,000 anyway. Last week ‘Merrily 
We Go to Hell’ just fair at $10,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-30-40). 
‘Dark Horse’ (WB). Good advance 
campaign and together with time- 
liness of subject and sudden popu- 
larity of Warren William should do 
all right at $6,500. Last week ‘Thun- 
der Below’ (Par) yanked after bru- 
tal five days to $3,500. 











Colbert as Heavy 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Claudette Colbert will play her 
first heavy part as the Empress in 
C. B. DeMille’s ‘Sign of the Cross.’ 
This is in line with Paramount’s 
intention of testing the versatility of 
its contract players, 





fair. 


prices drawing from different class 
as well as holding regular trade. 


and 
Last week 


vaude. With strong stage show will 
be near 
‘Hollywood’ 
good. 


ers) (1890; 


drawing many who would not go 
for regular feature, looks like mild 


fairs’ (Fox) $5,500. 


jtures, same, 


BUFFALO’S FAIR TOTALS 


+$20,000 ‘Redhead ed’—Lafayette’s 
Double Bill, $7,500 








Buffalo, July 4. 
Grosses are holding steady, helped 
by cool weather, and current week 
|} something of a boon for the picture 
bunch. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65) 
—Red Headed Woman’ (M-G), Mary 
Brian, Ken Murray on stage. Indi- 
cates all right $20,000. Last week 
‘Hollywood’ (Radio) $18,000. 


Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35)—‘So- 
ciety Girl’ (Fox). Probably around 
$7,000. Last week ‘State’s Attorney’ 
(Radio) a big $9,800. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35-50) 
—Sky Devils’ (UA) and vaude. 
Slow under $10,000. Last week ‘Ten- 
derfoot’ (FN) $11,700, good. 


Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—‘High 
Speed’ (Col) and ‘Midnight Patrol’ 
(Tiff). Double bill looks good over 
$7,500. Last week ‘Men of Chan’ 
(Radio) sluggish, short of $7,000, 


$11,500 IS MILD FOR 
‘CAPTIVE’ AT MIDLAND 


Kansas City, July 4. 

Two war films, a glorified trav- 
elog, revival of a favorite stage 
production and also revival of a 
great picture constitute the picture 
menu this week for those remain- 
ing in town after the railroads 
had hauled thousands out over the 
holiday. Managers have usually 
figured on some extra business over 
the national holiday but this time 
it will not mean much. 

The Uptown, big Fox first run, 
closed Thursday (30), indefinitely 
and the Plaza has inaugurated a 
new combo policy of second run 
films with stage show. Stage of- 
fering will be headed by Danny 
O’Shea and band. 

All Fox surburbans, 12 of them, 
are in a bathing beauty contest 
with a trip to Hollywood the re- 
ward, 

Estimates For This Week 
Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky Broth- 
ers) (860; 15-25)—"Man From 
Yesterday’ (Par). Will get some 
play from shoppers due to 15-25 
prices. Probably close to $3,500, 
Last week ‘Man About Town’ 
(Fox) $4,000. 

Loew’s Midland (Loew) (4,000; 
25-35) —Blonde Captive’ (Col). Odd 
picture for class house but summer 











Will get some help from transients 
should hit moderate $11,500. 
‘Red-Headed Woman’ 
(M-G), held up for $17,800. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Lost Baitalion’ (U) and 


Last week 


$13,100, fair. 
got $15,000, 


(Radio) 


Newman (Publix-Dubinsky Broth- 
25-35-50) — ‘Rebecca’ 


(Fox). Sharkey-Schmeling fight 


$5,000. Last week ‘Bachelor’s Af- 





‘Face Red’ and Acts Hold 
Up Prov. Albee—$8,500 


Providence, July 4. 

The Albee again is in the front, 
despite the holiday bugaboo and fine 
weather. Leon Janney is doing a 
personal and ‘Is My Face Red’ will 
have house around $8,500, maybe 
better. 
Loew’s State with ‘Blonde Cap- 
tive’ (Col) and twin-feature bill at 
the Majestic are the only better 
spots in the straight picture class. 

Estimates for This Week 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-50)-—‘Is My 
Face Red’ (Radio) and vaude, Acts 
helping put show over. Tax appears 
to have little or no effect on the box 
office. Should be around $8,500, all 
right. Last week ‘Forbidden Com- 
pany’ (Chest) spurted with Ben 
Bernie on stage for great $12,000. 

Loew’s State (3,700; 20-50-75)— 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col). Started 
strong but apt to ease to weak $7,- 
000. Last week ‘Red-Headed Wom- 
an’ (M-G) so-so at $8,000. 





Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) and 
‘Weekends Only’ (Fox). Holiday 


slump expected to dip this one to 
$6,000, off. Last week ‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN) and ‘Weekend Marriage’ 
(FN), a fair $8,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50)—‘Make 
Me a Star’ (Par). Reports house 
closing down Friday (8), with thea- 
tre denying. Not likely to come near 
$5,000 this week, ‘’way off. Last 
week ‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) 
$5,600. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-30)—'‘Po- 
catello Kid’ (Tiff) and ‘Fast Com- 
panions’ (U). Thursday opening a 
break for this spot and oke at $2,800. 
Last week ‘Law of West’ (W-W) 
and Sharkey-Schmeling fight pic- 


Last 


Bites Em Back’ Bringing Ta ba, 
$1,000; Rebecca’ $10.00 in Minn 





‘ALIVE’ ALIVE 


$10000 in Newark—Winner‘ 
$8,000 at Branford 


Newark, July 4. 
Week looks pleasant, with Proc- 
tor’s undoubtedly leading on ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive.’ 
Cagney will hit ’em off all right 
at the Branford, too. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-25-30- 
40-55) —"Winner Takes All’ (WB). 
Cagney name means something 
here. Probably $8,000. Last week 
‘Dark Horse’ (FN) $6,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) and ‘Attor- 
ney for Defense’ (Col). About $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘Man About Town’ 
and ‘Street of Women’ good enough 
at $3,000. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Cain’ 
has hopes for $1,000 on third week, 
but probably won't attain them. 
Last week $1,204. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-25-30-40- 
55)—Huddle’ (M-G). Nothing spe- 
cial and will be satisfied with $8,- 
000. Last week ‘Flesh Is Weak’ 
okay with $10,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,348; 15- 
25-35-40-55-66)—‘Man from Yester- 
day’ (Par). Won't get far, perhaps 
$7,000. Last week ‘Thunder Below’ 
(Par) bad at $5,800. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-25-35- 
40-55-66)—‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ 
(Radio). Sure draw even with hol- 
iday, $10,000, good. Last week ‘Face 
Red’ (Radio) about $9,000. 


Stanley, Balto., 
_ Extremes; New 
Low, Now Big 


Baltimore, July 4. 
Biz in this town is pretty sick, 





Neat 











regardless of whether it’s the de- 
presh, the outdoor swimming pools 
or the pictures. Last week the Stan- 
ley dropped to a new low of $11,000. 


The novelty of cooled theatres is 


over. Few pictures are stampeding 
’em on their own and the Loew 
Century is now billing eight vaude 
acts to lure ’em in. The open Sun- 
day may turn a profit in the fall 
and winter, but meanwhile it looks 
like a lean summer for all. 


‘Red Headed Woman’ at _ the 


Stanley is out in front this week. 
‘Make Me a Star’ on the Century 
screen doesn’t look so hot, but it 


is pretty well bolstered by Wesley 


Eddy and Conchita Montenegro on 
the stage. 
fav at the Stanley when that house 
had stage stuff and a m. c., is head- 
lining the stage end of the Hipp 


Leon Navara, one time 


bill. 

Estimates for This Week 
- Auditorium (Schanbergers) (1,- 
600; 25-40). Last week ‘Birth of a 
Nation’ did little biz, $1,500. House 
now dark. 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 
60), ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par). 


25- 
Wes 


Eddy popular here since resident 
m. c. days. 
chita Montenegro added, plus six 
other acts. 
of town for three day holiday, biz 


Held over with Con- 
With general rush out 


way off and won’t cross $16,000. 
week ‘‘Week-end Marriage’ 
(WB) didn’t do well at $10,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-50). ‘Is My Face Read?’ (RKO) 


and vaude. Leon Navara had a fol- 
lowing here and should cross a good 


‘Race Track,’ 
‘50 Million 


$11,000. Last week 
plus tab and musical, 


Frenchmen’ poor at $8,000. 


Keith’s (“chanbergers) (2,500; 
25-50). ‘Hollywood Speaks.. A pretty 
good $7,500. Last week ‘The Tender- 
foot’ (WB) fair at $6,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-50). 
‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox). Not over 
$5,500. Last week ‘Week-ends Only’ 
(Fox) off at $5,000. 

Rivoli (Clyde McKay) (1,800; 25- 
40). ‘Hound of Baskervilles.’ Pretty 
fair draw with Sharkey-Schmeling 
picture extra added. Will go to a 


good $3,700. Last week ‘Strangers 
of the Evening’ (Tif) okay at 
$4,000. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) )3,600; 25- 


60). ‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G). 
Good notices and Harlow popular. 
Goin; to a good if not sensational 
$18,000. Last week ‘Dark Horse’ 
(WB) failed to click and slipped to 
new low of $11,000. 

Parkway (Loew-UA) (1,000: 25- 
35). ‘Reserved for Ladies’ (Par). 
This one was okay at the downtown 
Century and looks good in this se- 
lect uptown house; headed for a 
good $3,700. Last week ‘Merrily We 


30 to Hell’ (Par) satisfactory at 
$3,800. 
Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,200; 25- 
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35). ‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN). For 
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Minneapolis, July 4. 
For the second successive week 
the RKO-Orpheum is holding a lea@ 
in the loop over its Publix come 
petitors. With ‘Bring 


an attraction edge and is making 
the most of it. Its chief opposition, 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm,’ at 
the State, suffers from the handi- 
cap of lack of cast names, but it ig 
off to a good start. 

Frank Buck will be here in person 
for three days, starting tomorrow 
(Tuesday), to make personal ap-« 
pearances in connection with his 
wild animal picture and all sorts of 
interest has been aroused in con- 
nection therewith. The theatre has 
done itself proud with a magnificent 
front for the jungle film, modest and 
tame in © mparison with the elabe 
orate Mayfair, New York, ballyhoo, 
but quite pretentious for this town. 
It includes some large-size animal 
cutouts atop the marquee and a 
huge poster covering the front of 
the latter. 

Aside from the aforementioned 
pictures, two other loop offerings, 
‘The Tenderfoot’ and ‘Molly Loug- 
vain,’ are being heavily advertised, 
For the first time in many a moon 
the Aster, least pretentious of the 
Publix loop houses, is taking liberal 
newspaper advertising display space 
for ‘Lv uvain,’ which remains a full 
week. 

A last minute Grand booking is 
the Sharkey-Schmeling fight pic- 
tures, being shown here for a first 
run with another first-runner, ‘Mur--. 
der at Dawn,’ at the usually second 
run house, and getting a pretty 
good play. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55), ‘Re- 
becca of Sunnybrook Farm’ (Fox), 
Although a local girl, Marian Nixon 
means naught to boxoffice here and 
Ralph Bellamy even less. Prestige 
of novel, however, drawing plenty. 
of feminine and children trade and 
matinee business will swell total 
gross. Picture well liked and house 
did good job of selling it. Looks 
close to $10,000, good. Last week 
‘Thunder Below’ (Par), $8,600, oke. 
Orpheum (RKO) = (2,890; 55), 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) and 
vaudeville. Buck here in person for 
half the week, adding to the large 
amount of interest which snappy, 
exploitation and advertising cam- 
paign aroused in picture. Matinee 
trade rather light at outset, but 
plenty of youngsters being attracted 
and they will help to offset any lack 
of feminine interest. Male fans ap- 
parently hungry for this kind of 
picture, it being first jungle film 
here in some time, and night. 
patronage going along at strong 
clip. Good $11,000 indicated. Last 
week ‘What Price Hollywood? 
(Pathe), $10,000, pretty good. 
Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘The 
Tenderfoot’ (FN). Joe E. Brown 
has locarfyllowing and is good card 
here. Should top $4,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Rider of Death Valley’ (U), 
very nice $4,400. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25), ‘Strange 
Love of Molly Louvain’ (FN). 
Heavily and _ skilfully exploited! 
about $1,500 indicated, not bad. Last 
week, ‘When a Feller Needs @& 
Friend’ (M-G), $1,000, fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25), Shar- 
key-Schmeling fight pictures and 
‘Murder at Dawn’ for first loop run, 
Looks for good $2,000. Last week 
‘Vivienne Ware’ (Fox), second loop 
run, $1,400, fair. 


DENVER JERKS ‘MORALS’; 
‘TENDERFOOT,’ $11,000 


Denver, July 4. 
Three-day holiday hurting bit 
First runners with stages not hit as 
hard as others. 
‘New Morals’ pulled after three 
days at the Paramount and ‘Freaks’ 
will finish the week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50 
60)—‘Weekends Only’ (Fox).” Off at 
$4,500. Last week ‘Doomed Battalion’ 
(U) finished with fine $7,000. 
Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-60) 
—'‘Tenderfoot’ (FN), ands stage 
show. Kind of weak on $11,000. Last 
week ‘Thunder Below’ (Par), $11,100. 
Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-35- 
50)—‘New Morals’ (M-G). Jerked 
after three days. ‘Freaks’ (M-G) 
rounding out week. Maybe poor 
$5,000. Last week ‘Love Is a Racket’ 
(FN) weak $4,900. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 

—‘Hollywood’ (Radio), and vaude. 
Should be all right on $13,000. Last 
week ‘Sky Bride’ (Par) a fair $12,- 
000. 
Rialto (Huffman) (900; 25-35-50) 
—‘No Greater Love’ (Col). Bad at 
$2,000. Last week ‘Maker of Men’ 
(Col) only $2,250. 











first time in some time this elevator 
house is not day-and-dated with 
the Parkway. Picture was good 
b. o. at the big Stanley. Will get 





pretty fair $2,700 here. 
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Fellow Needs’ Disappoints London 
At $20,000; ‘Scarface’ in Its Place: 


U. S. Holdout 


ed 


London, June 25. 

Usual procedure of American pic- 
ture producers of withholding bis 
pictures during summer months is 
again in evidence. This is one of 
the reasons for the decline in box 
office receipts, but this attitude on 
the part of Americans is helping 
Britishers to exploit their own and 
Continental products to advantage. 

Better idea would be for Ameri- 
cans to give of their best whenever 
available, regardless of the argu- 
ment that summer is bad for pic- 


tures, irrespective of what you give 
them. The British picture theatre- 
goers have become cognizant of the 
fact that summer releases are of 
less quality. 
Estimates for Week June 26 

Academy (Eric Hakim) (600; 30- 
$1.20), ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Ger- 
man), in ninth week, and still aver- 
aging $2,400, which is profitable, 


with ‘Mutter Krausen’ (German) 
replacing next week. 
Capito! (G.B.) (1,550; 30-$1.60), 


*Cohens and Kellys in Hollywood’ 
(U), nicely at $6,000, and would 
have grossed much more if pub- 
licizéd. “The Mayor’s Nest’ (British 
& Dominion), replacing June 27, 
and figured on month’s run with 
plenty of newspaper plugging. 

Cambridge (Eric Hakim) (1,219; 
60-$1.20). ‘M,’ Fritz Lang's German 
production, in third week around 
$5,000, and still good for fortnight. 

Cariton (Par) (1,108; 30-$1.60), 
*Man I Killed,’ three-week average 
around $8,000, which is fair consid- 
ering heat wave. ‘One Hour of 
Love’ replacing 30th, and considered 
good for month. 

Empire (Metro) (3,360; 80-$1.20), 
*When a Fellow Needs a Friend’ 
(Metro) disappointing at $20,000, 
and provins conclusively ‘kids’ pic- 
tures no longer generally appeal. 
*Scarface’ (U. A.), now current, and 
with guaranteed $8,000 for first 
week's newspaper boost, easily good 
for fortnight. 

Marble Arch Pavilion (Gaumont 
British) (1,200; 30-$1.60), ‘Good- 
Night Vienna’ (British & Dominion) 
in fourth week, making 14 weeks’ 
West End run, $3,300, with ‘Arrow- 
smith’ (U.A.) fourth West End pre- 
release replacing. 

New Gallery (G.B.) (1,230; 30- 
$1.60), ‘Rich Are Always with Us’ 
(FN) second week to $6,000 average, 
fair. Vacating for ‘Melody of Love’ 
(Radio), substituting from Tivoli, 

Plaza (Par), ‘Greeks Had a Word 
for Them’ (U.A.) (1,800; 30-$1.20). 
Stayed one week to $13,000, good 
going, but had to vacate to make 
room for ‘Sky Devils’ (U.A.), con- 
sidered sure fortnight. 

Regal (John Maxwell) (2,300; 30- 
$1.60), ‘Enemies of the Public’ 
(WB) (known in America as ‘Pub- 
lic Enemy’) grossed $8,000 in one 
week, and disappointing, due to 
English Censor’s ruthless cutting, 


making picture incoherent. ‘Ama- 
teur Daddy’ (lox) replaced. 

Tivoli (G.B.) (2,000; 30-$1.60), 
*"Melody of Love’ (Radio). Opened 


Bplendidly to $18,000 for first week, 
but for next 10 days slumped to 
$12,000, proving theme has limited 
appeal. ‘Jack’s the Boy’ (G.B. & 
Gainsborough) replaced, being given 
extensive newspaper display, and 
figured good for month, ‘Melody of 
Love’ switched to New Gallery, and 
likely will last fortnight. 


' NEW HAVEN TOUGH 


Poli With $5,000 With Pair—Sher- 
man Looks Like $4,000 


New Haven, July 4. 

Cash customers are harder to 
drag in these days than the anchor 
ef the Leviathan. 

Labor trouble at Poli broke chem- 
fecal bomb and killed trade for sev- 
eral days. 

Holiday exodus will hurt plenty. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 35- 
66). ‘Man From Yesterday’ (Par) 
and unit $7,500, not so good. Last 
week ‘Thunder Below’ (Par) and 
unit, $8,200. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50). ‘Re- 
becca’ (Par) and ‘Fast Companions’ 
(Fox). Should go to a weak: $5,000. 

week ‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) 
and ‘Bachelor's Affairs’ (Fox) were 
way off at same figure. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50). ‘Street of Women’ (WB) and 

ve Is a Racket’ (FN). Headed 
for a pale $4,000. Last week ‘Dark 
Horse’ (WB) and ‘Westward Pass- 











age’ (Radio) knocked off a poor 
College (Arthur) (1,565; 35-50). 
ew Morals’ (Metro) and ‘Holly- 


wood Speaks.’ Looks like a low $2,- 
200. Last week ‘No Greater Love’ 
and ‘Hell’s Headquarters’ drew a 
quiet $2,400. 


Helps British Film 


CONEY’S PULL HURTS 
SOME B’KLYN B. 0.’S 


Beooklyn, July 4. 
The heavier than usual exodus to 


the beaches has taken its toll at 


some of the downtown deluxers. 
Relief from the terrific heat bol- 
stered things a bit Saturday and 
Sunday, but it is slow, nevertheless. 

The Paramount looks fair with 
Bert Wheeler featured and Eddie 
Lowry in stage show. Albee is 
relying on condensed version of ‘Rio 
Rita.’ Strand looks very encourag- 
ing with ‘Winner Take All,’ prob- 
ably holding over, while Fox shows 
no improvement. Coney Island 
concessionaires still complaining 
that the folks are spending nothing 
more than the time, which gives an 
idea how things are down that way; 
800,000 reported there Saturday and 
Sunday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85), ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) and 
stage show. Bert Wheeler, Eddie 
Lowry and Polly Walters are the 
features. Probably a fair $33.000. 
Last week disappointing with “The 
Man from Yesterday’ (Par) finish- 
ing to a slow $29,800. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75-85), 
‘Night World’ (RKO) and vaude. 








Tab version of ‘Rio Rita’ may 
strengthen week to $20,000. Last 
and second week of ‘Bring ‘Em 


Back Alive’ (RKO) and opportunity 
revue $17,000, oke. 

Metropolitan (2,500; 25-35-50-65- 
75). ‘New Morals for Old’ (M-G) 
and vaude. Show headed by Benny 
Davis and Ben Alley. May get 
around $19,000. Last week a poor 
$16,000 with ‘Huddle’ (M-G). 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50), ‘Bachelor’s 
Affairs’ (Fox) and F-M unit. Dis- 
appointing. It’s a tough pull in 
view of heavy name competition 
around the block. Now using 
street ballyhoos and radio give- 
aways as come-on. Not over $8,000 
expected this week. Last week ‘The 
Valiant’ (Fox) brutal at $7,500. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50-65), ‘Win- 
ner Take All’ (WB). rood for 
$20,000, big. Last week ‘Love Is a 
Racket’ (WB) $9,400, weak. 





MITZI GREEN SHORTS OFF 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Mitzi Green series of shorts is 
off at Radio, and studio will pro- 
duce instead another ‘Headliners’ 
series. 

Lew Brock, in charge of Radio 
shorts, is now looking for vaude 
and stage names for the ‘Head- 
liners,’ with first to start in Au- 


‘DARK HORSE’ $25,000 


All Right in Detroit with Colored 
Tab as Help 








Detroit, July 4. 

Holiday hit them all this week and 
some of the houses can't take it. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045: 15-35-50-75)— 
‘Dark Horse’ (F.-N.) and ‘Rhapsody 
in Black’ (tab) on stage. May geta 
very nice $25,000. Last week ‘Man 
from Yesterday’ (Par) $21,000, off. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-50-75)—"Make 
Me a Star’ (Par), and Johnny Weis- 
muller in person will make a little 
money at $15,000. Last week ‘Win- 
ner Take All’ (WB) mild $12,009. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-50)—‘Hol- 
lywood’ (Radio). In its second week 
will do well at $7,000. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-50)—‘Rebecca’ 
(Fox), and stage show. A nice $19,- 
000. Last week ‘Bachelors Affairs’ 
(Fox). 


‘Rebecca’ a Good $9,000 
In Cincy, ‘Winner’ $11,500 


Cincinnati, July 4. 

First-run cinemas being helped 
this week by four-day jubilee cele- 
bration exploited by city officials, 
merchants, newspapers, etc. Rain 
Sunday night hurt parks, but came 
too late to divert patronage down- 
town. Summer vacation for Keith's 
and recent closing of RKO Strand 
leaves Walnut Street without a pic- 
ture theatre for first time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)— 
‘Weekends Only’ (Fox) and F-M 
unit. Ben Lyon and Joan Bennett 
biggest screen names for this house 
in some time. Riding to $16,500, 
fair. Last week ‘Molly Louvain’ 
(FN) and Sharkey-Schmeling pic- 
tures, with stage show, also $16,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)— 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB). Cagney, 
helped by short of Mills Brothers, 
who began radio career at WLW, 
clipping customers to tune of $11,- 
500, not bad. Last week ‘Hollywood’ 
(Radio) fetched $11,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50)—‘Re- 
becea’ (Fox). Will reap about $9,000, 
good. Last week ‘Dark Horse’ (FN) 
trotted to $7,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200: 30-50)— 
‘New Morals’ (M-G). Looks like 
poor $5,500. Last week ‘Reserved 
for Ladies’ (Par) attracted meek 
$4,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,600; 25-40). 
Dark for summer Friday (i). 
‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) a neat $3,500 
on second week. 

Family (RKO) (1,000;° 15-25)— 
‘Mason of Mounted’ (Standard) and 
Sharkey-Schmeling scrap film first 
half and ‘IL ‘te Denny’ (Fisch- 
er) finishing” « cek. Should hit 
$3,200, oke. Last week ‘Local Bad 
Man (Standard) and ‘They Never 
Come Back’ (Standard) $2,400. 











Orkow With Bachman 
Hollyweed, July 4. 
Ben Harrison Orkow has joined 
J. G. Bachman as writer on ‘All the 
Evidence.’ 
Dus to go in work next Monday 





gust. 


(il). 





‘One Hour, 2d Paris Wk., Bad $19,700; 
Weather, Product Shortage Hurt 





Paris, June 25. 
Paris have fallen off 
considerably compared to a few 
weeks back. The main reason is 
fine, hot weather encouraging out- 
door amusements, Also there are 
comparatively few first class offer- 
ings, and these holdovers. Some 
houses may be closing for the sum- 
mer, against which the Apollo has 
now opened as a film house. The 
Scala is also being turned into a 
picture house by Brezillon, mean- 
ing that more difficulty than ever 
will soon be experienced by first run 
houses to book drawing product, 

Estimates Week June 17 


Paramount (Par) (1900) ‘One 
Hour With You’ (Par). $19,700 for 
the second and last week, quickly 
fizzling after a good $32,000 the first 
week. Film booked into Natan’'s 
Moulin Rouge. 

Olympia (Haik) (1,900)—‘Papa 
Sans Le Savoir’ (Universal). A 
very mediocre $10,000 for the second 


Grosses in 





week, In the red. 

Madeleine (Metro) (700) ‘Side- 
walks of New York’ (Metro), $5,300 
for the third week, Buster Keaton 
proving one of the best local stay- 














Despite Holiday Scram-Out Bway 
Not Bad: ‘Red Headed $60,000 at Cap; 
Par’s H. 0. Stage Show OK $50,000 





A combination of poisons have 
been slowing up the heart action of 
the Broadway boxoffices lately. On 
top of the Sharkey-Schmeling fight 
a couple of weeks ago, the Demo- 
cratic convention in Chicago was 
2 real show by real showmen, and 
largely credited for hurting the- 
atres. It continued on “Friday, 
probably drawing its biggest radio- 
listening crowds that night jvhen 
high interest centered around bal- 
lotting. 

Show biz is glad the fireworks 
out in Chicago didn’t go further 
than midnight Friday, but the min- 
ute that was over the biggest week- 
end of the year started in. Saturday 
came aleng with lots of sunshine 
and promises to lure the folks away 
from the theatres. 

Still, despite the deflection of 
customers due to holiday weekend, 
indications are for fairly sprucy 
business the current week. 

Rainy weather yesterday (Mon- 
day) figured as a help in drawing to 
shows people who remained in town 
as well as those who came into New 
York to spend the holidays. 

With the Roxy’s closing Thurs- 
day (30) after a $35,000 week, what 
little it drew on an average weekly 
of late is prey for the rest of the 
houses. The percentage will be 
still greater when the Rivoli goes 
dark for six weeks or longer Thurs- 
day (14). 

Rivoli has been taking a licking 
lately with poor product largely at 
fault, its closing due mostly to the 
lack of strong pictures. 

Capitol, with ‘Red Headed Wom- 
an’ (M-G) looks to lead the street 
by a nice margin, around $60,000, 
with a holdover probable. 


low of $16,000. 

Holding over its stage show, 
which drew the bulk of business 
last week, including Rudy Vallee, 
Willie and Eugene Howard, Ethel 
Merman and Ray Bolger, but stick- 
ing in a new picture, ‘Make Me a 
Star’ (Par), Paramount should ex- 
ceed $50,000; no complaints at all. 

Mayfair and Strand, both of 
which become runs through current 
pictures (it seldom happens at 
Mayfair) are holding up strongly. 
Third week for ‘Back Alive’ will 


‘HUDDLE’ $13,000 ‘FINAL’ 
$13,500, UPS MONTREAL 


Montreal, July 4, 

Cooler weather held, booster week 
helped and grosses soared. Wet'ish 
holiday (Dominion Day, July 1) and 
week-end uncertain kept the crowds 
in town so that currently it looks 
like further betterment along the 
main stems. Presence of Texas 
Guinan at Frolics is 
tourist biz to Montreal, and this 
will have its effect on films. All in 
all, a somewhat better outlook is 
general. 

‘Huddle’ at Palace has the locally 
popular Navarro and should gross 
around $13,000. ‘Final Edition’ at 
Loew's with vaude is sure to pep 
up returns at that house to $13,500. 
Capitol may get a boost on a couple 
of First Nationals, ‘Tenderfoot’ and 
‘Molly Louvain,’ to $11,500. Princess 











Moulin Rouge (Natan) 
‘Wooden Crosses’ (Natan) $3,200 for | 
the 13th week, and closing soon. | 
Film has been held in the house to} 
the limit, and has proved a big | 
money-maker, with fine. ex} loita- 
tion. 

Palace (Dufrenne-Varna) (1,200) 
‘Tumultes’ (Ufa), $3,500, Quite nice 
considering season, and that the 
film has already played the first run 
at the Miracles. In fact, the Mira- 
cles’ intensive publicity, and by its 
tie-up with the daily, ‘Intransi- 
geant,’ is responsible for the Palace 
gross. 

Marivaux (Natan) (1,200) ‘Un 
Fils d’Amerique’ (Osso). Now in 
its third week, and still drawing an 
acceptable $2,500, evidencing Pre- 
combination 





jean and Annabella 
draw. 

Aubert Palace (G.F.F.A.) (800) 
‘Auberge du Pere Jonas’ (Ariel 
Black Cat), $1,900. This dubbing of 
a German preduction exceedingly 
weak. 

Imperial (Natan) (500) ‘Paris- 
Mediterranean’ (Natan). Fading at | 


$1,700 on the 13th week and soon | 
off. 
Colisee (Haik) (650) ‘Enfant du | 


(2,200) | 


is trying a pair of British pictures 
and has been building up a clientele 
for these of late months. Imperial 
has gone French and is 
a fortnight ago. Nabes about the 
same. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Huddle’ 
(M-G). A bit early for football, but 
locals like Navarro, and with cool 
weather may get $13,000. Last week 
‘As You Desire Me’ (M-G) brought 
in the literati, which, with booster 
week, jacked up gross to $12,000. 


Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Tender- 


foot’ (FN) and ‘Molly Louvain’ 
(FN) have a chance to break $11,- 
000.. ‘Society Girl’ (Fox) and ‘Man 


About Town’ (Fox) last week on 
special ballyhoo reached around 
$11,600. 


Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Final 
Edition’ (fox) and vaude. May top 
the town at $13,500. Last week ‘Wet 


Parade’ (M-G) and vaude did nice 
biz at $12,500. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
‘Tons of Money’ (British) and 


‘Ghost Train’ (British). This house 
has often got by well with British 
pictures and may reach $8,000. Last 
week ‘State’s Attorney’ (Radio) and 


ers. 

Gaumont Palace (G.F.F.A.)| Miracle’ (Diamant Berger), $1,900|' Woman Commands’ (Radio) did 
(6,000) ‘Leather Helmets’ (UA),/for the second week, which is com- | fair at $7,000. 
$8,100. Film had already played! paratively acceptable for the sea- Imperial (French-Film) (1,900; 
the Olympia, but first week at the/ son. |} 25-40), ‘Femme de mes f[eves 
Gaumont Palace leaves the © big | Elysee Gaumont (G.F.F.A.) ‘No| (French). May gross around $2,509. 
house heavily in the red. This com- | Man’s Land’ (Rexo Sofar). Doesn't |Last week ‘Nicole et sa Vertu’ | 
pares with a $25,000 for the Roxy. even reach $1,000 for the third week | (french) about same. 

Miracles (Bailbv) (700) ‘Atlan-/after undue boosting. Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
tide’ (Nero Film), $6,500. For a| Ermitage (Natan) (1,200) ‘Coup/50), ‘Cinq Ans sans VWemmes'’ 
700-seater, and considering season, de Roulis’ (Haik), $600 in the ritzy | (French). tepeated from last week 
figure is quite acceptable, but under | spot after film was milked pre-;and may get $1,500. Last wee k 
what was expected. | viously at the Olympia. 2,000. 


This is 


sharp contrast to last week's new 


attracting 


fading a} 
little from the good gross start of | 


top $20,000, while same week for 
‘Winner Take All’ at the Strand 
will go over that figure with oppor- 
tunities for $22,500. ‘Miss Pinker- 
ton’ (WB) slides in Thursday (7) 
with ‘Winner Take All’ by that time 
ready to start its second week at 
the Strand, Brooklyn. 

‘Scarface’ holds on at the Rialto, 
now in its seventh week at a pace 


around $10,000. ‘Freaks’ comes in 
this week. 

Rivoli got a new one Thursday 
(30), ‘Aren't We All”, a British- 


made Par quota film. Will be lucky 
if attaining $15,000 on its first week. 

First Fox away from Roxy, ‘Mys- 
tery Ranch’ (billed as ‘The Killer’) 
at Winter Garden at $11,000 for the 
initial seven days goes out Wednes- 
day with ‘Strangers in Town’ (WB) 
opening at. special preview that 
night (7). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20), 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (12th week). 
Still holding on despite any leaven- 
ing of business, until Metro is ready 
with ‘Strange Interlude,’ the likely 
successor. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65), ‘Red-Headed Woman’ (M-G) 
and stage show. After a miserable 
week, the Cap again looks to normai 
possibilities; indicates around $60,- 
000, and will probably hold over. 
Last week, worst house has ever 
had, $16,000, a new low, for ‘New 
Morals for Old’ (M-G), plus Demo- 
cratic convention opposition, 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83), ‘Bring 
‘Em Back Alive’ (Radio) (3d week). 
Will still be very nice and welcome 
company here at over $20,000. A 
fourth practically certain. Second 
week just under $30,000, very good. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10), 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) and stage 
show. House may not have had 
much faith in this picture or else 
had plenty in last week's stage 
show, which is held over; looks te 
better $50,000. Last week, a very 
good $60,000, Rudy Vallee, Willie- 
Eugene Howard, Ethel Merman, Ray 
Bolger on stage supporting picture, 
‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par). 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-94-$1.10), 
‘Scarface’ (UA) (7th-final week). 
Probably no more than $10,000 on its 
final week. ‘Freaks’ (M-G), long 
waiting to come in, next. Sixth 
week ‘Scarface,’ $11,100. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10), 
‘Aren't We All?’ (Par). Will have 
to pull hard to garner $15,000, and 
that n.s.g. House figures a second 
week only, and then closes Thurs- 
day (14) for six to eight weeks. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65). 
Closed down Thursday (30) after a 
tough time of it lately. Advertises 
it will reopen July 29, but that date 
open to doubt. Final week, ‘Bache- 
lor’s” Affairs’ (Fox), only around 
$35,000, and salaries not paid off. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10), 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB) (3d week). 
Cagney’s indomitable draw around 
New York holding this up to nice 
figure; will get $20,000 easily, and 
has a chance for $22,500. Second 
week $31,500, excellent. 

Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 
94), ‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox). At no 
more than $11,000, out on one week. 
| ‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) opens 
| Thursday night (7). 


‘Rebecca’ and ‘Hollywood’ 
OK on $3,000-$12,000 


Indianapolis, July 4. 
Indiana and Palace are doing 
pretty well this week, but night 
baseball, fights and parks are draw- 
ing. 
Two downtown second run houses 
have folded. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 25-35), 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 








(Fox). A little better than average 
for house. May finish at $3,000. 
Last week ‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) 


around $3,800, good. Well’ received 
by press, and that aided. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35), ‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par). 
Up to $3,000 mark due to Colbert 
pull, Last week ‘Two Seconds’ 
(FN) around $3,100, good. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-60), ‘Hollywood’ (Radio) and 
stage show will reap around $12,000, 
good this season. Last week fifth 
|anniversary show with ‘Merrily We 





|Go to Hell’ (Par), ‘Tabu’ (twice 
|daily) and ‘Reri’ on stage boosted 
| t $14,000. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800: 25- 
35), ‘Redheaded Woman’ (M-G). 
Should see around $5,000. Harlow 
draws in this village. Last week's 
| Metro revivals close to $5,000. 

Lyric (4th Ave.) (2,600; 25-365), 
Death Valley’ (U) and vaude. Clese 
|to $7,500, good. Kids still go for 
| Mix. Last week ‘Radio Patrol’ (0U}, 
4 $7,000. 
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Those Extra Tax Pennies Are Now 
Driving Boxoffice Cashiers Nerts 





Bushels of pennies as a result of 
the uneven admission prices with 
the new tax added on, is making life 
a bowl of razzberries for cashiers in 
the theatre boxoffices. Along 
Broadway, they’re threatening to 
give up their jobs, depression or 
not, after only two weeks of ex- 
cise levy. 

It’s not only tough to watch the 
red coppers but the complaint is 
that it’s much easier now to get 
mixed up on change, with the final 
count showing the cash custodians 
short. 

In taking care of lines, when 
that unusual scene near boxoffices 
occurs daily, it’s enough to drive a 
cashier nerts, they report. People 
are in a hurry and squawk if the 
boxoffice doesn’t take care of every- 
one fast. Then, there are always 
those people who can’t count them- 
selves and with pennies included in 
the transaction, they hang around 
the window trying to figure it all 
out. Few people have the required 
number of pennies ready, although 
in some cases the b. o. guardians 
are giving waitees a tip to search 
for them. 

Damaged Digits 

Most of the theatres use money- 
changing machines but they have 
to reload them so often and push 
the penny-mark so many times 
during a day that tapes are be- 
ginning to appear as protection 
against blister fingers. 

Around Times Square, the banks 
handling deposits for theatres, in 
gome cases. getting; them several 
times a day- owing to danger of 
holdups, the burnup is anything 
but mild. 

In addition to the penny nuisance 
at the boxoffices, the new, complex 
seales in vogue has the boxoffice 
boys and girls headachy. Only on 
the early bird matinee shows, with 
prices 25, 35 and 40c, is there any 
respite. 

Change in scales by the theatres 
is negligible, in nearly every case 
the full amount of the tax having 
been passed to the public. 

The Broadway theatres and their 
full range of prices taking in week- 
days, Saturdays and Sundays are; 

Astor, 55 - 83 - $1.10 - $1.65 - $2.20; 
Capitol, 35 - 55 - 72 - 83 - 94-$1.10; 
Mayfair, 35 - 55 - 72 - 83 - 85; Pal- 
ace, 25- 35 - 55 - $1.10; Paramount, 
40-55-72-88-94-$1.10; Rialto, 40-55- 
72-77-94-$1.10; Rivoli, 40-55-72-94- 
$1.10; Roxy, 35 - 55 - 83-94-$1.10- 
$1.65; Strand, 35-55-83-94-$1.10; 
Winter Garden, 35-55-83-94. 


Studio Recorders Say 
Theatres Spoil Talker 
Illusion Thru Fading 


Hollywood, July 4. 


Among the many new issues of 
standardization between production 
and exhibition of motion picturas to 
be attempted this year through the 
Academy is the soliciting of theatre 
managers throughout the country 
to project sound pictures as meas- 
wred and prescribed for in the 
original recording at the studio. 

Sound engineers engaged in re- 
cording pictures declare that the- 
atres in general play their sound 
one to two fader steps too softly, 
and as a result the audience has to 
strain, not necessarily to hear or to 
understand, but to establish the il- 
lusion of the people on the screen 
actually talking. 

If the exhibitor fails to recognize 
this importance of playing sound 
up to its proper level, steps must 
be taken at the studios to find a 
compromise in recording. 











Larger Candid Cameras 
Is Studio Objective 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Candid camera photos of picture 
celebs have become so popular with 
studios and fan magazines that 
Paramount and Metro have assigned 
their camera departments to de- 
velop a 5x7 camera that will work 
on the motion picture principle and 
allow pictures being enlarged to 
8x10. 

Studios figure that with the large 
cameras developed to photograph 
half a dozen negatives in rapid suc- 
cession, while it will boost the cost 
ef the picture, they will get better 
results. 





2 SPLIT BIRMINGHAM 


Trade Goes to ‘Red Headed’ $8,500, 
and ‘Alive’ >3,"=7 at Ritz 





Birmingham, July 4. 

‘Bring "Em Back’ and ‘Red Head- 
ed Woman’ this week. Latter pic- 
ture just escaped the city censor. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G). 
Causing plenty of talk and possible 
good $8,500. Last week “Thunder 
3elow’ (Par) mild $7,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—Bring 

’Em Back’ (Radio). Opened strong 
and may come up to ‘Frankenstein’ 
record, $6,400. Last week ‘Holly- 
wood’ (Radio) short on $2,900. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Fireman’ (FN). Picture has played 
all around. Mild at $3,400. Last 
week ‘Man About Town’ (WB) pret- 
ty good $3,600. 
Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Sinners in the Sun’ (Par). At $1,600. 
Last week ‘Blonde Crazy’ (WB) 
$1,800. 
Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘Fel- 
ler Needs Friend’ (M-G). Another 
kid picture, $900. Last week ‘Room 
13’ (Fox) $800. 


BOSTON ALL TANGLED 
UP IN JUNGLE PICTURES 


Boston, July 4. 

Jungle films are running strong 
for the boxoffice honors this week. 
Both the State and Keith’s have 
plastered the town with posters and 
have followed it up with an exten- 
sive newspaper campaign. Of the 
two, the Keith’s with ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive,’ supported by seven 
strong acts that include Queenie 
Smith and Harry Puck, the Lee 
Twins, Gus Van and the Diamond 
Bros., should run the town ragged. 
More than $30,000 is looked for; 
maybe $35,000. 

The State has ‘The Blonde Cap- 
tive’ and with only short subjects 
in support should come out ahead 
of recent weeks. Though situated 
in the lodging house and business 
district, business should improve 
with the return of the weekenders. 
Publix has ‘Make Me a Star’ for 
its big Met, and though the support- 
ing bill is not a strong one, coupled 
they should gather what little holi- 
day money there is around. ‘Rebecca 
of Sunnybrook Farm’ heads the bill 
at the Paramount and Uptown, and 
t' ugh filmed once as a silent it 
figures to hold its own. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-50-75). 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) and stage 
show. Usual summer gross of $25,- 
000. Last week ‘Man From Yester- 
day’ (Par) blah at $22,800. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 35-50- 
60). ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 
(Fox). Around $8,000. Last week 
‘Dark Horse’ (WB) only $6,100. 

Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-75). ‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) and strong 
vaude bill. May hit a wow $35,000. 
Last week ‘Hollywood’ (RKO) up a 
little at $20,000. 

Keith-Boston (4,000; 25-35-50) ‘By 
‘Whose Hand’ and presentation. 
Maybee $9,000. Last week ‘Fast 
Companions’ (Fox) poor at $7,800. 

State (4,000; 35-50-60). ‘The 
Blonde Captive’ (Col). Should pass 
$13,000. Last week ‘Red Headed 
Women’ (M-G) ditto. 


FOX DISBANDS READING 
DEPT. FOR NEW SETUP 


Westwood, July 4. 

Fox has given notice to the entire 
staff of its reading department, ef- 
fective July 9. It is the purpose of 
Winnie Sheehan to reorganize the 
department in its entirety and he 
is bringing several readers here 
from New York. 

Bob Yost, who has been super- 
vising, will do the reorganizing and 
head the department again. 

Among those let out are W. W. 














Watson, said to be the son of a 
director of the Chase National 
Bank; Margaret Roberts, former 


secretary to Sheehan, Doris Green 
and Greta Von Rue. There were 
10 in this departmer .. 





Lewis at Columbia 


Cliff Lewis left for the Coast 
over the weekend to replace Hu- 
bert Voight in charge of Columbia 
studios’ publicity dept. Lewis is a 
George Brown appointee out of 
New York. 

Al Selig, former Columbia p.a., 
is now handling Lewis’ duties on 
ithe Paramount p. and a end 





Tacoma Holds On 


Tacoma, July 4. 
Enough folks staying in town to 
hold films to average or slightly 
better. Blue Mouse doing oke with 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U), 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-35-50) 





‘Face Red’ (Radio) and ‘Dark 
Horse’ (FN) and vaude. Probably 
$4,500, fair. Last week ‘Attorney 


for Defense’ (Col) and ‘Week End 
Marriage’ (FN) plus ‘Opportunity’ 
vaude, $4,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U). All right 
at $2,000. Last week ‘Winner Take 
All’ (WB) only $1,600. 

Rialto (FWC) ‘Weekends Only’ 
(Fox), ‘Reserved for Ladies’ (Par) 
and ‘Rebecca’ (Fox)—Satisfied with 


$2,500. Last week ‘Society Girl’ 
(Fex), ‘New Morals’ (M-G) and 
‘Bachelor Affair’ (Fox), $2,400. 





Frisco’s Loss of 5,000 
Seats Should Help All, 
But Meantime Biz Blah 


San Francisco, July 4. 

With three houses due to darken 
before end of August there’s a pos- 
sibility of augmented business 
for remaining theai es by that time. 
Meanwhile it’s an uphill fight and 
the increased prices due to federal 
taxation are helping no one but the 
naborhoods and downtowns operat- 
ing at under 40c. They’re feeling it 
strongly, and grosses being upped 
considerably by customers who hate 
to part with 60-70c at the first run 
palaces. 
This is final week of the Or- 
pheum, house closing July 7. RKO 
vaude and choice of Radio, Pathe, 
Universal and Columbia pictures go 
to the Golden Gate, where the gross 
should be ballooned considerably. 
United Artists closes July 15 for 
six or eight weeks. Warners prob- 
ably shutters about August 15. 
Which means about 5,000 seats go- 
ing out of use—and that should help 
somebody. 
Current week looks bad. Fox has 
a clear field and little competition 
with its big third anniversary show, 
with Ted Lewis repeating, the 
O'Neill Sisters kid revue and ‘Make 
Me a Star’ on screen. All other 
houses blah, RKO’«- Golden Gate 
and Orph lucky if they split $12,000 
between ’em. 
‘Red Headed Woman’ is deucing 
at the Paramount but n. s. g. Shar- 
key-Schmeling fight picturization 
saved United Artists last week and 
is holding over until Thursday (7), 
when ‘Congress Dances’ unreels for 
a final stanza. ‘Street of Women’ 
at Warners and ‘Bachelor’s Af- 
fairs’ at Warfield fair. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fox (5,000; 50-70). ‘Make Me a 
Star (Par) and third anniversary 
show with Ted Lewis in a return 
engagement, and O’Neill Kiddies on 
stage. Without competition throuch- 
out the town, show has a clear field 
and will get over $35,000, nice. ‘Love 
Is a Racket’ (FN) and tab, ‘Desert 
Song’ on stage last week drew good 
$33,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,270; 40-50- 
65). ‘Fast Companiors’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Final stanza of this 
policy and bad at $6,000. Last week 
‘Are You Listening?’ (M-G) pulled 
fair $8,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,300; 50-65). 
‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) and vaude. 





House singing its swan song to a 
mournful $5,000. Last week saw 
$9,000 on ‘Is My Face Red?’ (Ra- 
dio) and vaude. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700: 50-65). 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) (2d 


week). Poorly at $8,000. First week 
got $12,000. 

United Artists (1,200; 35-50-65). 
‘Avalanche’ and ‘Sharkey-Schmeling 
fight, latter responsible for five day 
holdover which ought to pull $4,500. 
First week hit $8,000, okay. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65). 
‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) and stage 
show. May get $16,500, which is 
five hundred over last week’s ‘Thun- 
der Below’ (Par). 

Warners (1,365; 50-65). ‘Street of 
Women’ (WB). House apparently 
in doldrums and $3,500 mighty poor 
for this. ‘Dark Horse’ (WB) got but 
$3,000 last week. 





Birmingham Now Faces 
Those Blue Sunday Blues 


Birmingham, July 4. 

Birmingham threatens to become 
bluer than Philadelphia on a blue 
Sunday. A fight launched for Sun- 
day baseball is the reason, and work- 
ers for Sunday baseball threaten to 
enforce every blue law on the books 
unless an election is held. 

The golf courses here operate on 
Sunday and charge admissions and 
it is felt that if golf is permissible 
then baseball should be also. Many 
things go on in Birmingham on 
Sunday that are against the laws 
which are obsolete. If Sunday base- 
ball isn’t carried to a vote these 
obsolete blue laws will be enforced. 





ad 


Only 4 Deluxers Open in Loop 








‘“REBECCA’S’ SWELL $14,000 








In Portland, Ore—‘Winner’ Is 
Tepid With $3,000 
Portland, Ore., July 4. 
‘Rebecca,’ at the Paramount, is 
stepping out currently and will 


spread-eagle the town on a fine 
$14,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Rebecca’ (Fox) and unit 
looks strong on $14,000. Last week 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) a fair 
$11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 
‘File 113’ (Allied) and vaude. Four 
three days in line for $6,000, all 
right. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Room 13’ (Fox). Hold- 
ing well around $4,000. Last week 
‘Greeks’ (UA) a surprisingly good 
$5,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Winner Takes All’ (WB). Not so 
strong and likely only $3,000. Last 
week ‘Doomed Battalion’ (U) $3,500. 
Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25-35)— 
‘Bachelor Affairs’ (Fox). Should get 
lukewarm $2,000. Last week ‘Mis- 
leading Lady’ (Par) $2,500. 


$22,000 CHANCE FOR 
‘UNASHAMED,’ CAPITAL 


Washington, July 4. 
Business isn’t great, but it'll be 
all right this week. 
Estimates for This Week 








Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 25-35- 
40)—‘Fast Companions’ (U). Will 
get about $2,800. Last week ‘Lena 


Rivers’ (Tiff) $2,500. 

Earle (Warner) (2,244; 25-35-40- 
60-70) —‘Week End Marriage’ (FN) 
and Jack Mulhall heading vaude. 
Should come back with about $19,- 
000. Last week ‘Dark Horse’ (WB) 
$12,500. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 
—‘Unashamed’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Going after the picture 
strongly and may do $22,000. Last 
week ‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) 
$17,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
50)—‘Bring ’Em Bact Alive’ (Ra- 
dio), 5 days; ‘Hollywood’ (Radio), 
2 days. Week ought to be excellent, 
near $11,000. Last week ‘Alive’ got 
fine $12,000. 

Met (Warner) (1,700; 25-35-40- 
60-70) —Hollywood Speaks’ (Col). 
Not doing so hot, maybe $4,200. 
Last week ‘No Greater Love’ little 
better at $4,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
‘Searface’ (UA). Much discussed 
and may hit $18,000. “Last week 
‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G) only 
$13,500. 


15-25-35-60) 





AGENTS WHO DROPPED 
TERM ON SPOT IN L.A. 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Considering the word ‘agent’ in- 
elegant, several Hollywood agents 
have left themselves open to prose- 
cution by the State Labor Bureau 
which makes it compulsory by law 
that 10 percenters use the word in 
connection with all their advertis- 
ing. 

Bureau is making a check of Hol- 
lywood, and especially of several 
larger agencies, which apparently 
turn up their noses at the term. 
Word ‘agent’ must appear on all 
stationery, office doors and direc- 
tories. 


RAIN HELPING SEATTLE, 
OTH $9,000-FOX $5,800: 


Seattle, July 4. 


New policy for the Orpheum, be- 
ginning July 8, is week stand of 
vaudeville and pictures at 60 cents. 
Two weeks’ notices in at Fox, how- 
ever, for protection, with outlook 
improving. 

Rain will help current grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 











Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-65) 
—‘Rebecca’ (Fox) and unit, Not 
bad at $9,000. Last week ‘Fellow 


Needs Friend’ (M-G) good for kids, 


| but dimes don’t count up fast. $8,- 
800. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 


‘Fast Companions’ (U) and ‘Monster 
Walks’ (Midwest). Split week with 
vaude. Slow to reach $6,500. Last 
week ‘Vanity Fair’ (Allied) and ‘File 
No. 113’ (Allied), $3,400, down. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55)— 











“Weekends Only’ (Fox) and stage 





Chicago, July 4, 

For first time in its hectic history 
the Loop puts forward the sad face 
of a total of four first run houseg 
this week, not counting the twice 
daily Woods with ‘Grand Hotel, 
which bows out after next week. 

That’s an unprecedented low. 
‘Last of the Mohicans’ are B&K’s 
ace Chicago and the pop Oriental 
and RKO’s Palace and State-Lake, 
Deteriorating grosses has B&K 
bombarding its two stages with spe- 
cial attractions this week in an ef- 
fort to uphold the weak season-end 
film product. Thurston at the Chi- 
cago and George Jessel and Franceg 
Williams at the Oriental are the 
White hopes of the street, 

Kid trade, if any, is anticipated 


to swing over entirely to the Chi- 
cago, with Metro’s ‘Unashamed 
taking the pink route at the Ori- 
ental. Freak weather hanging over 
from last week, when dizzy raine 
storms helped put a crimp in 
things, is another uncertain factor. 
Notably neither of the naticnal} 
conventions meant a thing to the 
theatres. With delegates running 
short on the expense account the 
railroads were the only beneficiaries 
on the return trip home, 

sig push put on by the State- 


Lake for Frank Buck and his 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ was un- 
expectedly kicked back by the 


weather, but is gett‘ng back on the 
rebound and building for a stead- 
fast second week. Can't tell with 
these freak pictures and RKO is de- 
termined to see it through for a 
third week, thereby holding back 
the vaude innaugural at the house 
until July 16. 

Principal alibi, figured on a log- 
ical assumption, places the blame 
of the downtown slump on the 
neighborhoods, where prices are 
less than half. Psychology is that 
people are saving the ¢ar fares and 
inconvenience of riding downtown 
when they can see the same picture 
in the back yard a week or two 
later. 

E-en the customary high geared 
expectancy of the holiday week-end 
counted for almost nothing this 
week, with downtown streets prace 
tically deserted. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 50+ 
75), ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par.) and 
stage show. Thurston juvenile draw 
limited, with slow start indicating 
a top of $30,000 for a dip in the red. 
Last week ‘Man From Yesterday’ 
(Par.) and stage lineup headed by 
Ken Murray and Mary Brian went 
down to a miserable $28,000. 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
50-75), ‘Unashamed’ (M-G) and 
stage show with Jessel and Frances 
Williams. Pink tag on picture a 
handicap, throwing results over to 
Jessel, with Norma Talmadge 
booked for next week and billed 
ahead as an incentive for the Jes-« 
sel-Talmadge combo, Will stand up 
this week on Jessel’s publicity and 
convention columnizing to about 
$25,000 and big. Last week ‘Winner 
Take All’ (WB) and Johnny Weis- 
muller drew a fair $21,000, but bee 
hind the line. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75). ‘New 
Morals for Old’ (M-G) another 
‘adults only) and vaude without 
b. 0. power will sink the take to a 
meagre $14,000. Last week ‘Street 
of Women’ (WB) and Phil Baker 
headlining the vaude bill slid to @ 
puny $16,000. 

State-Lake (RKO (2,700; 40-60), 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (Radio) 
taking an upturn on tke second 
week and may equal last week’s 
$21,000, which turned in a heavy 
profit, although shy of what was 
expected. 

Woods (Jones) (1,200; 50-$1e 
$1.50), ‘Grand Hotel’ (11th week). 
Held up surprisingly well up to 
now but simmering out to around 
$6,000-$7,000. Slated to go out after 
another week, with the house sched- 
uled to darken unless an unexpected 
booking bobs up. 





band. Good with $5,800. Last week 
‘Man About Town’ (Fox) $4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘Trapped in Sub- 
marine’ (BIP) and ‘Cannon Ball Ex- 
press’ (Tif). Double-header better 
at $4,300. Last week ‘Michael and 
Mary’ (U) $3,900. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—‘Two Seconds’ (WB). Near 
$3,800. Last week ‘Doomed Bat- 
talion’ (U) $3,400. 

Blue Mouse *(Hamrick) 
25)—‘Death Valley’ (U). 
fair with $2,000. Last week 
gerous Brunette’ (WB) $2,200. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-30)— 
‘Flesh Is Weak’ (M-G) and ‘Disor- 
derly Conduct’ (Fox). Mild $2,500. 
Last week ‘Society Girl’ (lox), six 
days, $2,300 pa 


(950; 15- 
Tom Mix 
‘Dan- 


- 


‘Bring ’Em Back’ Pace-Setter, $21,000—. 
‘Make Me a Star’ $30,000 
+ 
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Foreign Capital, Locked by Gold 
Ban, Makes Budapest Film Center 


—__—_ 





Budapest, June 22. 

A year ago the Hungarian gov- 
ernment prohibited making pay- 
ments in foreign currency or ex- 
porting Hungarian currency from 
the country. Much foreign capital, 
interests and redemption remained 
in the country in consequence, Louis 
Mannheim, Hungarian banker living 
in Paris, whose wife, Ica Lenkeffy, 
is a retired screen actress, hit upon 
the idea of investing capital stuck 
in Hungary, in pictures, and export- 
ing values in the form of films. To- 
gether with Osso Co., he founded 
the Minerva Producing Co., bought 
property in Hungary for a song and 
began producing in Budapest last 
fall. 

‘Today Osso’s are negotiating with 
the Hungarian government to build 
a second and larger studio adjoin- 
ing Hunnia, where space is limited. 
If the building is begun shortly, 
which is probable, nothing stands in 
the way of executing Osso’s sched- 
ule of producing six big pictures in 
Hungary in the near future. 

The first Minerva-Osso picture 
shot here, ‘Fils d’Amerique,’ is now 
being shown in France. It features 
Annabella and Albert Prejean. 

‘Fils d’Amerique’ was done only 
fin French, with Carmine Gallone di- 
recting and photographed by Curt 
Courant and Istvan Liben. 

Fejos Finishes One 

The second Osso-Minerva picture, 
just completed, is ‘Spring Shower,’ 
directed by Paul Fejos, who worked 
in Hollywood for Metro and Univer- 
sal. He brought J. Peverell Marley 
along with him to photograph. Book 
of ‘Spring Showers’ is by Ilona 
Fulop, Hungarian woman journalist 
living in New York. Four language 
wersions: English, French, German 
and Hungarian, were made—with 
one French actress and 15 Hunga- 
rians in the cast throughout in 
every language. The scenario is 
compiled in a way that there is very 
little talk and what there is is of 
the simplest, so that the actors 
were easily able to learn their parts 
in every language. The story is 
somewhat along ‘Liliom’ lines, a sort 
of poetic modern legend. 

Annabella is the one foreign ac- 
tress in ‘Spring Shower.’ With the 
exception of Perevell Marley, the 
photographer, all talent employed 
on the four language versions is 
native. The picture is ready except 
for the cutting, on which Fejos is 
working now. 

Work has already started on the 
third Osso picture, ‘Les vautours de 
Yor’ (‘The Vultures of Gold’), now 
to be done in French and Hunga- 
rian. Look is based on a Gaston 
(“eroux novel and is by Gilles Veber 
and Istvan Mihaly. Istvan Szekely, 
Hungarian director who made a big 
number of pictures in Berlin, is di- 
recting, and Peverell Marley photo- 
graphing. 

Roland Toutain, Germaine Aussey 
and Lisette Lanval are featured in 
the French version, with Julius 
Kabos, Istavan Gyergyai and Eva 
Vass, a newly discovered Hungarian 
screen actress of 18, in the Hunga- 
rian cast. Alexander Goth is in both. 

There is also talk of several Ufa 
pictures to be shot at Hunnia. If 
only a part of the plans material- 
izes, Budapest is certainly on the 
way to become an important film 
center. 


PAR REMAKING ‘MASON’ 
IN FRENCH AND GERMAN 


‘Are You a Mason?’, silent made 
by Famous Players in 1915, is being 
done over by Paramount in for- 
eign languages only. It'll be pro- 
duced in Joinville, France, in Ger- 
man and French. 

Pauline Garon has been taken by 
Par for the lead in the French film, 
to go into work immediately. 








Zelli Revives Old Idea 
Paris, June 25. 
Joe Zelli is booking much local | 


talent, such as monologists and 
singers, to do turns in his night 
club, thus reviving the old style 


cafe concert. 

Idea is to try something different 
to temporarily offset the Mont- 
martre depression. 


Here from Egypt 
Louis Lorber, Metro general man- 
ager for Egypt, is in New York on | 
his bi-annual trip. 
He'll spend about a month 
ing over new product. 


' 


took- 








Split Australian Co. 
3 Ways to Liquidate | 


Sydney, June 5. 
The *-nkers will take over the 
control of Australasian Films (in 


liquidation) and reorganize, accord- 
ing to Stuart F. Doyle. Bankers 
will split the organization into 
three groups. 

First will be for release of -Brit- 
ish pictures. Second for the han- 
dling of Cinesound productions, 
and third for the supply of general 
theatre materials. 

Australasian Films whilst con- 
nected with the old Union Theatre 
group operated as a separate unit. 


CANADA TALKS OF FILM 
QUOTA, AD PRINTING 


Ottawa, July 4. 
The Canadian Government has re- 
ceived a protest from the Allied Ex- 
hibitors of Ontario, representing 75 
independent theatres, against any 


action on the part of the Imperial 
Economic Conference, to be held in 
Ottawa starting -July 21, which 
would lead to the adoption of a film 
quota law in the Dominion. 

The Canadian Government’s De- 
partment of National Revenue has 
applied the ‘dumping duty’ against 
all printed material for the adver- 
tising of films which is imported 
from the United States, this being 
applicable to posters, window cards, 
heralds, still photographs, ete. This 
has the effect of raising duty and 
excise charges on such imports from 
54% to 130%. 


MGM Figures to Cash In 
Qn Laurel-Hardy Visit 


Hollywood, July.4. 

Expecting a rush of fans to greet 
Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy on 
their European trip, foreign office 
of Metro has arranged to provide 
bodyguards for the comedians while 
in London and Paris. 

Metro also figuring on capitaliz- 
ing on European publicity accru- 
ing to pair by getting as many play 
dates for their pictures as possible 
while they are there. 

















German Film, Paris Play 
Paris, June 26. 


New theatre, named Studio de 
Paris, opened in the former prem- 
ises of the Florida night club over 
the Casino de Paris. Like latter, it 
is under Dufrenne & Varna man- 
agement. Theatre seats about 200 
with stage about 10 feet deep. 

Scale is from $1 to $2 top. First 
play given is a French adaptation 
of the German play ‘Gestern und 
Heute’ by Christa Winsloe, from 
which was made the film ‘Maedchen 
in Uniform.’ Latter is currently en- 
joying a successful run at the 
Marigny, resulting in considerable 
advertisement for the play, which is 
given -under the film’s German 
name. 

Star is Arlette Marchal, whose 
first appearance it is on the stage, 
and whose maiden hit is drawing 
raves from the whole Paris press. 





Belgian Fan Tastes 
Brussels, June 24, 


Results of a canvass among read- 
ers of a Liege newspaper show that | 
the sentimental is preferred to the 
comic film. 

Talk and songs are liked better 
than all talk; symphony music is 
liked more than jazz; and vocal 
concerts are preferred to purely 
orchestral concerts. 








DEAL NOT CLOSED 


Foreign version of the deal be-! 
tween Columbia and TYTobis for the 
German picture ‘M’ is that it was | 
never consummated, Tobis mercly 
acting as the agent between Colum- 





| bia and Nerofilm a. g., producers of 


the picture. 

It had been reported that Colum- 
bia had held up dubbing the picture 
into English because of the 
kidnapping 


story's 


) 
angie. i 





jin conjunction 
| Richebe, 


Running for Sweeney 





Buenos Aires, June 27. 

Lombardo, bankrupt owner 
of Ideal cinema, netted another 
$12,000 when his horse, Cote 
d’Or, won at Palermo. 

Horse is among assets and 
cash goes to creditors. 

Mare has so far won about 
$100,000. 


Germany Grabs 
At Balkans as 
U.S. Walks Out 


Belgrade, June 22. 

In the Balkan state cinema life 
and night life in general has been 
passing of late through the most 
difficult times. Cinema owners all 
over the Balkans are asking them- 
selves whether it would not be bet- 
ter for them to shut down for the 
moment. 

Another difficulty is the protec- 
tion system. Jugoslavia as_ the 
chief and the strongest state in the 
Balkans has brought in a law for 
the safeguarding of her film indus- 
try, which industry is at present 
non-existent. This law almost pro- 
hibits the importation of the foreign 
films. Consequently the American 
film companies have closed their 
offices here, dismissing all their em- 
ployees. Meanwhile the Jugoslav 
industry is at a standstill, because 
there is not enough money to do 
better class films, and because there 
are as yet no well-known screen 
players. 

Americans having closed their 
offices in Jugoslavia, the Germans 
are now trying to win the Jugoslav 
market, and through it the Balkan 
market, for themselves. What the 
Germans do is to bring their com- 
panies to Jugoslavia, where there is 
splendid scenery, especially in Dal- 
matia, such old palaces, castles, 
etc., which can be had almost for 
nothing: 

As regerds the cinemas the situ- 
ation in Bulgaria is even worse. In 
Bulgaria there is only one place 
which is of any importance in the 
entertainment trade—Sofia. 


MONOGRAM AND BRITISH 
P.D.C. IN MUTUAL DEAL 


Producers’ Distributing Corp. of 
London will produce eight pictures 
in London within the next six 
months, according to Reginald Smith, 
president of the company. Mr. 
Smith is in New York to settle sev- 
eral contracts here. He returns by 
the Majestic, sailing Friday (8). 

While here Mr. Smith signed with 
Monogram to handle the complete 
output of that company for Eng- 
land for the next three years. Mon- 
ogram will also handle the P. D. C. 
pictures for the United States, al- 
though Smith intends to send over 
here only a maximum of 50% of his 
pictures on the theory that the local 
market can use only a certain type 
of British picture and not the en- 
tire output. 

While conditions in England are 
not by any means perfect, Smith 
says, they are better than most peaq- 
ple realize, Business there is only 
about 20% below normal which, he 
feels, is not as bad as other coun- 
tries. 

Smith was head of Pathe in Lon- 
don before forming P. D. C. several 
months ago. 























Pagnol’s Own Film Co. 


Paris, June 24, 
_Marcel Pagnol, author of ‘Mar- 
seilles’ and ‘Fanny,’ has turned pic- 
ture producer, heading his own cor- 
poration, Following the success of 
‘Marius,’ made by Paramount, Pag- 
nol will himself film his ‘Fanny.’ 


' Director will be Mare Allegret, and 


talent cast will be the same as 


acted in the play—namely, Raimu, 
Pierre [Fresnay, Oranne Demazis, 
etc. 


Pagnol is forming his corporation 
with Braunberger 
who thus indirectly re- 
enter production in availing them- 
selves of the current system of pro- 
moting independent production to 
bolster their distribution. P 


ore 


other hit, ‘Topaze,’ is made 


being 


;} by Paramount 


‘Grand Hotel’ All Set 


znol’s | 





Australia Sees Slump Tide Turn, 
More Native Films, B. 0. improves 


——_—__—_ 





Sydney, June 5. 
With the throwing out of the 
Labor Government by New South 
Wales and the installation of an 
United Australia Party, business has 





For World Read Show 


Metro will roadshow ‘Grand Hotel’ 


all over the world, with bookings|shown a marked increase. Under 
now being arranged for distant;the old regime theatrical affairs 
world centers. Film will not be | were fast approaching a state of 
started abroad, however, until the|Chaos. At the present time a very 


strong note of confidence is evident, 
land managers are hopeful 


fall. 
Theatres are currently being ar- 
ranged in South Africa and London. 





The Williamson-Tait opera sea- 


> : + ‘ = ea. ‘ . . . 

sermuda is set. In other places N@-/ son is now in its eighth week of 

gotiations are still pending. good business. It is a certainty the 
Almost. everywhere Metro is put-| sponsors will reap a handsome 


ting the picture in on percentage | profit, 
basis with guarantees. In most 
cities the percentage is on a 65-35 
basis, though in quite a number of | der same management, should mark 


spots 80-20 is being asked for the| UP at least eight weeks. Ernest 
Rolls has already played a season 





‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ un- 





film. of 15 profitable weeks with his re- 
vue. Ella Shields, Jennie Benson 

’ and yus Bluett are featured. 

JOE COOK § LONDON ‘Whistling in the Dark and ‘Turn 
to the Right’ (revival) did quick 


flops in Melbourne. ‘Blue Roses’ is 


a hit. 


MUSICAL BIZ BETTER 


London, July 4. 

Despite the heat ‘Fanfare’ busi- 
ness is improving nicely. It’s the 
Joe Cook show produced by John 
Murray Anderson which received 
lukewarm press notices. 

Reduction of admission prices 
and cutting the overhead down 
from $11,000 to $8,000 a week has 
made enough difference to give the 
show a chance of surviving. 

All the principals, with the ex- 
ception of Cook and Dave Chasen, 
his stooge, took 50% cuts, some 
taking even a bigger nick, Cook 
and Chasen accepted only 25% 
trimming. 

With renewed hope, management 
is starting a big exploitation streak 
this week and hopes to put the 
show over. 


‘EVENSON’ ACTING OKAY, 
BUT PLAY NOT SO GOOD 


London, July 4. 

‘Evenson’ opened at the Queen’s 
during the week. It’s a poor play 
with one great part which Edith 
Evans handles in her usual excel- 
lent fashion, 

Piece was rapturously received 
because of the splendid acting, but 
is unlikely to survive. 


Apollo, Paris Legit, 
Goes Into Pictures 


Paris, June 25, 

One more picture house opened in 
Paris. ‘This is the former legit 
stand, Apollo, gone screen. House 
has 1,200 seats. S. Joe Zelli, for- 
merly interested in the place, has 
sold out, Hirsch & Jalabert remain- 
ing in possession. They put in Sim- 
plex projection equipment and Ger- 
man Kinoton sound. Theatre is a 
nice house with one balcony, but 
not built for pictures, resulting in 
balcony side getting distorted visi- 
bility. 

House has a sliding roof, per- 
mitting open sky in summer. It has 
been touched up and placed on the 
non-tipping policy. Scale is from 
30 cents to $1 top. Opening bill, 
which got a ritzy sendoff, was a 
Natan newsreel, a short educational, 
a locally made sketch of Beyrinon, 
distributed by Kaminsky, and titled 
‘Okay Agency, and a satisfac- 
torily dubbed version of Universal's 
‘Frankenstein.’ The sketch is very 
poor and was whistled. ‘Franken- 
stein’ doesn’t appeal to local audi- 
ences. 








Picture business in bright, with 
‘Emma,’ ‘Frankenstein,’ ‘Hell Div- 
ers,’ ‘Broken Lullaby’ and ‘One 
Hour With You’ outstanding. Other 
attractions holding up well include 
‘Tarzan,’ ‘Over the Hill,’ ‘Sally in 
Our Alley,’ ‘Disorderly Conduct’ and 
‘High Pressure.’ 





Stuart F. Doyle declares Greater 
Union Theatres Productions, Ltd, 
will import an American director to 
make .a series of full-length pic- 
tures. First will probably be a talk- 
er version of old silent, ‘For the 
Term of His Natural Life.’ Also 
listed for production is ‘The Silence 
of Dean Maitland.’ Each picture 
will be made for both local and 
overseas consumption. Doyle stated 
that local artists will be used for 
each production. 








G. U. T. P. has already completed 
one full-length picture under title 
of ‘On Our Selection,’ besides fea- 
tures, 








Picture production in Australia 
continues to increase. The Mc- 
Donnagh Sisters—the only women 
indie producers—are working on‘ a 
war story titled ‘Two Minutes Si- 
lence.’, Efftee studios in Melbourne 
are completing a full-length musical 
picture and also turning out shorts, 


MOLNAR’S NEW PLAY IS 
ROMANCE WITH MUSIC 


Budapest, June 20, 
Ferenc Molnar’s new play, ‘Har- 
mony, is now ready and will be 
first produced at the Magyar the- 
atre in Budapest early in the fall. 
Setting is a small town where the 
choir society plays the principal 
part in the community’s cultural 
life. An elderly couple, who are the 
chief promoters of the choir society, 
are in the center of the action, and 
the man’s elusive, delicately charm- 
ing late love-affair with a modern 
girl affords the complication of the 
plot. The wise wife forgives her 
husband, and the love problem is 
solved. Four choirs without orches- 
tra accompaniment are features of 
th: play. 


Dutch Chain Net Up 


The Hague, June 28, 

The Dutch Bioscope Trust, ex- 
ploiting a small cinema chain, 
showed a profit of $42,000, or $2,000 
more than last year. In their re- 
port the directors state that this 
vos effected by drastic economies, 
as the revenues were less than last 
year, 

They also point out that film 
rentals were 'on the increase, in- 
stead of being cut. They intend to 
agitate against high rentals. Share- 

BUYS TWO GERMANS holders get 7% dividend and the 

Associated Cinemas has pur- | preferential shares 5%. 
chased U. S. rights to ‘Kamerad- ! 
schaft’ (‘Comradeship’) (Nero) and 
‘Koenigen Louise’ (‘Queen Louise’) 
(Porten). Both pictures will be 
given pre-release showing at the 
Europa, N. Y., operated by Max 
Goldberg, head of A. C. 


























‘Promise Gritish, Use U. S. 
Sydney, June 5. 
When the Fullers renamed their 
Mayfair they stated that only Brit- 
ish pictures would play the house. 
Splash advertising announced the 














Deal was handled b Harold | 
Suten. y | Mayfair would be the only really 
| British picture theatre in Sydney. 
Mme. Glyn ReJjuvenated For the past two weeks American 
i films have been in occupation, 





Budapest, June-23. 
Elinor Glyn finished local reju- “J 
; venation cure. Told a re | Scouting German Product 
|newspaper man _ that Budapest’s| Martin Lewis. p. a. for the Eue 
radio-active mud bath made her ropa Playhou sails for Europe 


July 19. 

He will look at German films, His 
firm is in the market to purchase 
‘material for American distribution, 


years younger and 
her eyesight. 

She can mow discard 
she says, 


even improved 


spectacles 
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Talking Shorts 








THELMA WHITE 

WATSON 
‘In the Family’ 
Slapstick Comedy 
18 Mins. 

Winter Garden 
Vitaphone Nos. 1315-6 

Slapsticker of rowdy enough tex- 
ture to guarantee a decent percent- 
age of laffs. Thelma White and 
Fanny Watson are a sort of Cher- 
ry Sisters team who get aired at 
the theatre and decide to hit the 
trail back home. 

Momma (Jesse Busley), it devel- 
ops, is trying the matrimonial thing 
again and has told James C. Morton 
that her ‘children’ are not too old. 
That cues for the girls to romp in 
rompers and generally mess up 
Morton with their pranks to the de- 
gree he decides. to forego matri- 
mony. 

The fore part, following the girls’ 
airing from the theatre, has them 
disturbing the peace on the sleeper, 
with the familiar hokum of hoisting 
Fanny into an upper berth getting 
full play. 

Not particularly subtle comedy, 
but slapsticky enough, with suf- 
ficient laffs, to warrant its inclusion 
as okay comedy short er : 

€ . 





‘DOUBLE DECOY’ 
Drama 
10 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 
Radio 

Radio presents an idea with this 
short worthy consideration, but 
here badly mishandled. That’s the 
utilization of standard _ picture 


names in casting the short. In- 
cluded are Josephine Dunn, Huntley 
Gordon and Jason Robards. 

Story is from ‘Liberty. Use of 
short story origin is another good 
idea, but not well managed in this 
case. 

Because a husband has lost his 
friend’s money he attempts to cover 
by decoying his friend into a gun 
trap, not knowing that the friend 
he seeks to murder is on the verge 
of stealing his wife. When husband 
misses and shoots a_ scarecrow 
makeup of the friend instead of the 
man himself both run away, leaving 
the woman in the triangle alone. 

Photography, except for the out- 
door scenics, is all closeup. Record- 
ing only so-so. Shan. 





*THE CAMPUS MYSTERY’ 
S. S. Van Dine Subject 
Detective Mystery No. 10 
20 Mins. 
Winter Garden 

Vitaphone Nos. 1397-8 

Not up to the par of the previous 
Van Dine melierettes in this series, 
although, with the collegiate motif, 
this is the best time for its general 
release, It’s rather frothy, lacking 
the compactness and punch which 
have distinguished some of the ear- 
lier releases. 

Participating are John Hamilton, 
Harriet Hilliard, Harry Davenport, 
Lee Crowe and Warren Ashe in a 
campus subject which is not espe- 
cially academi: or sympathetic with 
general undergraduate viewpoint. 

Has to do with the champion 
pole-vaulter who misappropriates 
the athletic association’s funds. The 
dean threatens expulsion but is 
murdered in the interim. Some at- 
tempt is made to divert the sus- 
picion from the obvious suspect, 
with the track coach acting surly 
about it all, during the police in- 
quisition. It develops that his only 
concern was the loss of a cham- 
pion pole-vaulter, the inference be- 
ing that he was willing to let the 
guilt fall on the sympathetic man- 
ager of the track team. He’s the 
one opposite Harriet Hilliard, the 
dean’s daughter. 

Players are youthful enough for 
the campus atmosphere, although 
not especially heavy on histrionics. 

Abel. 





TED HUSING 
Sports Slants No. 8 
10 Mins. 
Winter Garden 
Vitaphone No. 1382 

Eighth of the series of Ted Hus- 
ing’s Sport Slants, the CBS an- 
nouncer heralds a nifty short sub- 
ject which is aptly attuned to this 
sort of weather. 

Covers only two subjects, whippet 
racing and fancy diving, both with 
Florida locales. ‘The whippets do 
their stuff at the Miami track and 
the aquatics are atthe Roman pool. 

The whippet~ Stuff, as a less fa- 
miliar topic, is first and the more 
interesting of the two. It shows in 
detail how they’re paraded, with 
Husing’s explanatory matter dwell- 
ing on the training; how the elec- 
tric rabbit is 


operated; the pari- 
mutuels for the betting, ete. 
The diving features Pete Des- 


jardines, Betty Bailey, 


and FANNY ‘OH, MY OPERATION’ 


With Burns and Allen 
Comedy Skit 

10 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 


Paramount 


That dizzy style of chatter em- 
ployed by Burns and Allen to great 
popular acclaim strikes a bit of a 
decline with this subject. Perhaps 
it’s because the present subject at- 
tempts to rest too much on the dia- 
log and lacks even the slightest 
punch from an action angle. There 
is no action to mention and one 
or two of the wisecracks are some- 
what worn for first class audience 


reception. Recording fits but 
photography is simple, mostly 
closeups. 


George Burns wrote the script 
himself. He plays the mistaken 
patient, while Gracie Allen spots 
her usual dumb character as his 
nurse. Scene opens with an ac- 
cident and jumps to a hospital ward 
where it sails to the finish. 


An idea of the kind of material 
Burns uses is evidenced in the final 
fadeout. Trio of male patients are 
squawking about the doc and men- 
tion what the latter has left behind 
in his operating maneuvers, from 
gloves to anything, with the tag 
coming when the medico enters the 
room looking for an umbrella. 
Everybody faints. They are dis- 
appointed because they feel the doc 
should come back looking for a 
Mack truck or a Wurlitzer. That 
umbrella gag not so novel but sure- 
re. Shan. 





MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘The Lure of the Orient’ 
10 Mins. 

Embassy, N. Y. 


Fox Movietone 


India’s holy city, Benares, is an 
architectural and landscape feature 
of this episode in the Carpet series. 
Photography is excellent and the 
quietness of still scenes is relieved 
by an occasional priest and bathers 
in the Ganges. 


What seems to have been tacked 
on, and does not fit very well, are 
views of a tiger hunt. Maybe they 
were taken especially for the Car- 
pet or maybe they were taken origi- 
nally for some silent animal fea- 
ture, Waly. 





RED HEADED WOMAN 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 
lease, starring Jean Harlow. Directed by 


Jack Conway. From the novel of the 
same name by Katherine Brush. Screen 
version by Anita Loos. Camera, Harold 


Rosson. Film editor, Blanche Sewell. At 
the Capitol, New York, June 30. Running 
time, 74 mins. 

OO APPS ree Jean Harlow 
Bill Legendre, Jr...... «Chester Morris 
William Legendre, Sr.. .-.- Lewis. Stone 





TrOMG  seccccccccccseccdsccccce Leila Hyams 
Bay . cccccccccccecccessccseses Una Merkel 
Gaerste ..cccce enseceeece Henry Stephenson 
AUNE DAME. cccccccccces eeceves May Robson 
BIDET 2a escdese Cceceesccoces Charlies Boyer 
Uncle -Fred. .iccccccccncsceves Harvey Clark 





This one looks like better than 
average money though probably less 
than a sensation. The reason is 
that it deals with a subject of live- 
ly interest to women .and has a title 
that touches it off, and whether 
they like it or not, it will create 
community talk. 


Its literary quality is not high in 
spite of brilliant handling of a dif- 
ficult problem by the adapter, Anita 
Loos. Principally because the job 
involved all the troubles of getting 
the essence of a book into the limits 
of a screen feature, Result, as al- 
most invariably happens, is that the 
story is patchy, important elements 
lack the proper build-up and there 
is a multiplicity of characters that 
leads to irritating confusion. That 





June Clarke 


it achieves the clarity it does is tes- 
timony to the adapter’s craftsman- 
ship. 

Minor defects are unimportant. 
The outstanding fact is that the 





Miniature Reviews 


| 

‘Red-Headed Woman’ (M-G- 
| M). Gingery treatment of a 
} controversial subject that is 
|| bound to engage femme inter- 
| Title is provocative and 
Best 
where it 
Strikingly 
by Jean 


est. 
release will cause talk. 
for big town spots, 
looks like money. 

good performance 


Harlow. Story, from a best- 
selling novel, will help. 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par). 


Sound remake of ‘Merton of 
the Movies’ with Stuart Erwin 
and Joan Blondell prominent 
inthe cast. Packed with laughs * 
which offsets the longishness of 
the running time. Should do 
above par biz with the further 
advantage of having the jump 
on the imminent Hollywood 
filmland cycle of pictures. 

‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox). Con- 
ventional George O’Brien west- 
ern, in for a week at the Win- 
ter Garden on B’way as a film 
shortage exigency but other- 
wise rating strictly one-day 
bookings. 

‘Aren't We All’ (Par). British 
made quota picture which sur- 
prised by showing possibilities. 
Pleasant light comedy for the 
intelligent. Doubtful value in 
the tanks, but should make an 
impression, though not a deep 
one. 

‘Arm of the Law’ (Mono- 
gram). Another murder mys- 
tery in which the bright re- 
porter helps the stupid police 
to the solution. Second rank 
programer. : 

‘Midnight Lady’ (Chadwick). 
Blazing youth story which 
might have been good with 
more thoughtful development. 
As it stands, just a sub- 
program story with no particu- 
lar appeal. 

‘Dangers of the Arctic’ (In- 
dependent). Just a repetition 
about the Eskimo and arctic 
life with poor photography. 











up: ‘They talk like that about red- 
heads anyway. I always thought it 
was a grand compliment.’ 


Picture is handled with a curious 
blending of bluntness and subtlety. 
Some of the ‘vamping’ sequences, 
and there are plenty of them, are in 
the last degree torrid. Subject is a 
naughty tale and in its love making 


‘is unblushingly literate and candid. 


But the effect is conveyed with a 
great deal of fancy skating over 
very thin ice and its very candor is 
disarming. 

Another slant is shrewdly used to 
get it past; the spicy passages are 
faintly touched with a _ sardonic 
tinge of elusive comedy that eases 
the naughty inference alone. Ef- 
fect was discernible in the audience 
behavior at the show reviewed. 
There was light, scattered laughter 
at the torridest spisodes and once 
or twice, when the red-headed sis- 
ter had to take it on the chin, there 
was a faint stir of approval. But 
whether they were moved to laugh- 
ter or audible approval, they showed 
every manifestation of interest. 
Production looks to be pretty 
heavy on the budget. Advance re- 
ports were that numerous adapta- 
tions were called for before head- 
quarters got what it wanted. After 
that angle was settled, there were 
further delays while they searched 
for a player for the title role, half 
a dozen ‘name’ women being can- 
vassed before the choice settled on 
the former platinum blonde. All 
these things meant outlay, and the 
picture itself looks to have cost 
plenty in the making. 

Production is first rate as to its 
technical aspects, with several cost- 
ly looking sets and one or two se- 
quences’ involving many people. 
Cast isa long one with many stand- 





studio has turned out an interest- 
ing dissertation on a _ thoroughly 
j provocative subject. And, even 
more important from the commer- 
cial side, Jean Harlow, hitherto not 
highly esteemed as an actress, gives 
an electric performance. Picture 
looks best for metropolitan spots. 
In the tanks its reception is likely 
to be mixed and the reaction ad- 
verse, especially among mature 
femme fans. 3ut the flaps will go 
for it complete. 

Ethics of the subject are suf- 
ficient to make a church deacon 
gulp and stammer. Heroine (Miss 
| Harlow) is a home wrecker, a 
| vicious vamp and a destroyer of 
| peace, and the wages of sin in her 
|case are paid in the final closeup 
jin strange and wonderful coin. She 
|is last seen in silks and ermine, de- 
j}parting from a Paris race track in 
| her own limousine, having just won 


|the big stake of the day with her 





and Sol Solomon in a series of fan- | own thoroughbred, 


cy diving exhibitions. 
ways okay hot weather stuff. 


soth the diving and whippet sub-|subject, is its chief punch. 


jects are further distinguished 
slow motion and = reverse- 
photography, lending it just enou 


of a novelty touch, Abel. 


by 


cre: — 
Si oa) eS 


This is al-| 


mera 
rh 


As it happens, the audacity of this 
j; technique, which runs through the 
It de- 

kiek for blondes and bru- 
and redheads, too, probably. 
correspondent’s companion 


livers a 
neites, 
Your 

iwas a 


| excellent. 


carrot top who summed it} 


ard names. Acting throughout is 
Rush. 


MAKE ME A STAR 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by William Beaudine. Sound re- 
make of ‘Merton of the Movies’; adapted 
by Sam Mintz, Walter DeLeon and Arthur 
Kober, from the original ‘Merton’ novel by 
Harry Leon Wilson and the play by George 
S. Kaufman and Mare Connelly. Camera, 
Allan Siegler. Running time, 83 mins. At 
the Brooklyn and New York Paramounts 
week of July 1. 








Merton Gill... .iaccctcccanies Stuart Erwin 
‘Flips’ Montague....cccceecs -.Joan Blondell 
Bare, 'BewmOGet. occccoceevce See  ' BB. 
NR POPP PP eee Fe Ben Turpin 
Bac. GERNONIEN «00060600000 00% Charles Sellon 
Mrs. Gashwiler.....cess::- Florence Roberts 
Tessie Kearns........+. Helen Jerome Eddy 
SEOEGD. POW cvs cecsevecetcts Arthur Hoyt 
Buck Benson: ...cccccercccs Dink Templeton 
Zee COURIGER, cc casccecccoes Ruth Donnelly 
OR Sern Sam Hardy 
Henshaw........ cece .-.-Oscar Apfel 
Chuck Colling. .cccccecee ecccecs Frank Mills 
Doris Randall....... eoececese Polly Walters 

Good comedy entry that'll do 
above par business, especially in 


these lean cinematic days when a 
good flicker is smelled out by the 
customers anywhere. It’s the fore- 
runner of the latest Hollywood pro- 
duction cycle dealing with insights 
on filmland, which gives it another 
advantage. 


Stuart Erw:n as the screen-struck 
‘Merton of the Movies’ (this is a 
sound remake of that play and 
former silent) is excellent, with 
Joan Blondell as the sympathetic 
trouper an equally excellent casting 
assignment. 


It conveys to the muggs the gen- 
eral futility of busting into the 
movies and at the same time holds 
the dramatic interest, nicely mixing 
up the pathos and buffoonery. The 
laugh punctuations are at times ro- 
bustly hilarious, although the gen- 
eral background of pathos is sus- 
tained throughout. 

There should be no captiousness 
abuut Erwin’s corking personation 


of the dumb screen-struck hick who 


so doggedly moons his way throuzh 
the continuity. It becomes neces- 
sary for the actual Erwin to so 
steep himself in the role of the bu- 
colic screen hero worshipper that 
this stodginess of portrayal is an 
asset to the general atmosphere. 
However, there is room for alittle 
chopping in those 83 minutes’ run- 
ning time. 

Miss Blondell as ‘Flips’ Montague, 
the screen actress who takes pity 
on the persistent cuss, does a nice, 
restrained job of her sympathetic 
assignment. It is she who influ- 
ences the slapstick comedy producer 
(well done by Sam Hardy) to doa 
burlesque western, with Erwin play- 
ing the chaps-and-spurs hero for 
all he’s worth, while the sound men 
do tricks with nance dialog to 
Whoops Ryder’s heroic utterances. 

This minor insight on sound- 
mixing is in line with some other 
behind-the-studio-gates inside stuff 
that won’t hurt the picture, al- 
though incidental to the story, 
which is never sacrificed. It’s in 
this manner that Chevalier, Colbert, 
Brook, Sidney, March and Bank- 
head of the Paramount player roster 
are introduced in brief shots on the 
lot or at the preview. 

Ben Turpin is cast as himself, 
the x-eyed slapsticker in the come- 
dies which Merton abhors. Charles 
Sellon, Helen Jerome Eddy, ZaSu 
Pitts and Dink Templeton also 
register in minor assignments. 

The Mintz-DeLeon-Kober dialog 
and adaptation proved an effective 
collaboration. Some of the lines, in 
themselves not particularly brilliant 
or epigrammatic, sparkled under 
the natural sequence of situation, 
with the result that they rang the 
bell for wow laffs. Undoubtedly not 
a few were the Kaufman-Connelly 
originals. 

Beaudine’s direction and general 
Paramount production are alto- 
gether workmanlike and _ profes- 


sional. Picture should do very well 
considering the investment and 
times. Abel. 





CAMERAMAN WANTS CAMERA 
Los Angeles, July 4. 

William F. Schurr has filed suit 
in Municipal court against Supreme 
Pictures for the return of a 
camera and accessories, which he 
claims worth $750. 

Also asking for $150 damages for 
the time Supreme held the camera 








after he demanded its return. 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘Red Headed Woman’ (MGM). 
ject and alluring title to flaps. 


‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox). 


‘Aren't We All’ (Par). 








| 


| that entice fanettes in 


The saga of a red-head, or s.a., and 
how to use it, graphically explained by Jean Harlow. 


An absorbing sub- 


Matrons will have a good time recogniz- 
ing, and burning at, the ‘other woman’s’ tactics. 





An unebelievably old-fashioned Western. Bores 
fanettes into giggles at its posturing villainy and palpitating virtue. 





Very British high comedy that’s neither funny 
nor does its painstakingly slow treatment and incomprehensibly English 
cast have any appeal—to American femmes. 
photograph attractively enough to warrant flap inspection, 


Gertrude Lawrence doesn’t 





‘Make Me a Star’ (Par).—Devoid of the glamorous, romantic elements 
large numbers, 


but sustained by amusing, if 


| slowly built, sequences and by Stu Erwin’s pathetically humorous carica- 


| ture of a movie-struck boy. 


———. 


‘The Midnight Lady’ 
| 


(Chesterfield). 
| whose story, pieced together from all the mellers, can only help divert 
the ladies if another feature goes with it. 


Listless, undistinguished indie 


MYSTERY RANCH 


(‘THE KILLER’) 


Fox production and _ release _ starring 
George O’Brien with Cecilia Parker feae- 


tured. David Howard directed. From 
novel, ‘The Killer,’ by Stewart Edward 
White, adapted by Al Cohn. found, Albert. 
Protzman; camera, Joseph August; assiste 


ant director, Walter Mayo. Running time, 


55 mins., at the Winter Garden, N. Yuy 
week of June 20. : 

Bob Sanborn..... Pocevesecs George O'Brien 
Wane EMOPy..ceccecececsess Cecilia Parker 
Henry Steele...cscccess: Charles Middleton) 
WaMtO. cccccescosceccecsetes Charles Stevens: 
Artie Brower. ..scesseeeees Forrester Harvey 
Mud. ccccveccecoesectoccevcess Noble Johnson: 
DO, ..s oon 40064000 6B Ce eoeeeenes Ruy Stewart 
Homesteader’s Wife..... Virginia Herdman, 
BARE. cccccccccccceseeseseees Betty Francisco: 
Bheril..cccccvcccevccvscscvecs Russ Powell 





‘Mystery Ranch,’ a Fox picture,, 
and the first outside booking by 
Warner Bros. at the WB Winter 
Garden, is being exhibited for the 
W.G. fans under the title of ‘The 
Killer,’ the original label of Stewart 
Edward White’s book. Broadway’ 
doesn’t go for westerns, but is dee 
cidedly partial to anything smacke-- 
ing of the gangster genera, which: 
makes the switch in titles okay for 
the Garden. But also explains the 
preference for the ‘Mystery Ranch” 
nomenclature away from New 
York’s Main street. 

As a western, under any name, it: 
was a mistake to spot it into am» 
important a stand as the Winter 
Garden regardless of the WB idea. 
to buill up its own Strand for the 
run pictures and work off the 
weakly one-weekers into the W.G. 
(This is explained ty the Garden's: 
lease from the Shuberts about to 
lapse). 

For ‘Mystery Ranch’ is conven= 
tional western hokum which the 
Garden first-nighters turned into @. 
rollicking affair by hissing the vil- 
lain and applauding the _ to-thee 
rescue Texas Rangers, or anything: 
heroic which George O’Brien did. 

It all winds up according to Hoyle 
with the two arch-villains taking: 
prattfalls into the abyss, but not 
until after O’Brien has. single- 
handedly risked his life to rescue: 
the beautiful blonde who is being’ 
held captive on the mystery ranch 
by Henry Steele (Charles Middle- 
ton), the dirty villain, and his: 
Mexican Apaches, 

O’Brien does some hard riding 
and neat work generally as_ the 
head man. Middleton's _ sinister, 
contribution ranks next for legit 
trouping, with the rest formula.. 
Same goes for the blonde heroine,: 
Cecilia Parker, who has little op- 
portunity to do anything but look 
scared at her imminent ill-fate. 

Some nice outdoor and camera: 
work but otherwise nothing dis- 
tinguished about this ’un. 

Picture starts slowly but soon 
picks up to a _ better pace and 
finishes strong with less than an 
hour’s running time. Costs little,- 
obviously, and as such, with a 
Broadway week for ballyhoo, it 
should show up nicely on the tally” 
sheet. Abel. 


AREN’T WE ALL? _ | 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Paramount production and release, stare 
ring Gertrude Lawrence and featuring 
Hugh Wakefield and Owen Nares. Play 
by Frederick Lonsdale. Continuity wy 
Basil Mason, Directed by Harry Lach~ 
man, Rudolph Mate, camera. At the = 
voli theatre for a run starting June 
Running time, 67 mins. 









BEAPHE ivesccoccevoccsed Gertrude Lawrencé 
Lord Grenham........ +..-Hugh Wakefield 
WU oscc00tceeeesacceaaesees Owen Nares 
Von Bilsen..cccees cccocccccce Harold Huth 
Lady Vrinton......ccocsceceee.-Marie Lohr 
Cabaret Dancer...... «-.--Rita Page’ 
Kitty cecessoes eeeece +e..-Renee Gadd@ 
Vicar seccoccccqcececs -:Aubrey Mather 
Angela ...... pesccopes ..-Emily Fitzroy 





Intended as a British quota pic- 
ture, this old vehicle of Cyril 
Maude’s, with Gertrude Lawrence 
in the title role, looked so well on 
the screen that it was decided to 
bring it over, putting it into the 
Rivoli on the strength of the Law- 
rence name; a strength probably 
lacking on the road, where she is 
not so well known. Standing solely 
on its merits, it’s still a fairly 
well paced comedy which will 
amuse when it is not too essen= 
tially British in its modes of 
thought and expression. 

It should do well enough in New 
York and moderately well out of 
town in the A and B houses, but 
more of a problem in the C spots. 
Barring an occasional shortcoming, 
it does as well as the average pro- 
gram picture in production and is 
rather brighter in text, in spite of 
the overstress necessary to point up 
the somewhat mild plot. By no 
means an outstanding achievement, 
but once more giving a little em- 
phasis ‘> the fact that the British 
studios are coming along. 

In an effort to bring 
down to date the scenarist has 
sought to’ inject some slang, but 
‘in your hat’ isn’t exactly new and 
does not help much on this side 
Generally the old thread of story is 
followed, but a. favorite formula is 
employed and the is an ingenious, 
if a bit improbable, night club to 
get the story off to a faster pace 
than it can sustain. In the play 
Lord Grenham’s fandness for night 
clubs and their tenants was merely 
a bit of dialog. Here it is rather 


the story 





too long a sequence. When it slips 
back to the play plot, it moves more 
slewly and someone erred, so far as 
this side is concerned, by going ale 
(Continued on page 19) 



































Tuesday, July 5, 1932 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 15 ~ 








See 








EXPLOITATION = + 


es ef By Epes W. Sargent 








Rebate Tickets 


Manager who did not want to cut 
his price and yet felt he had to in 
order to get business, hit on the 
rebate ticket plan. His projected 
cut was 10c on both mat and night 
prices. Instead of making the slice, 
he offered rebate tickets, except on 
Saturday and Sunday, 

Every patron is given a card with 
each ticket, which is accepted at 
face value by stores listed on the 
back. Not limited to part purchase, 
as in general, but entire purchase 
can be made in slips if the holder 
has sufficient. Care is taken to pre- 
vent counterfeiting, and the slips 
are as good as cash, 

Stores redeem these slips at the 
theatre for 90c on the dollar, which 
makes the cut nine cents instead of 
a'idime, since the merchants also 
pay;for the printing of the rebate 
slips. They feel that it loosens the 
spending and helps them that way. 
They also take newspaper space to 
ancourage the recipients to come 

6 their stores, all of which helps 
the scheme. 

It’s a cut, in spite of the disguis- 
ing whiskers, but it seems to help 
lie merchant and any time the the- 
atre deems it advisable to resume 
<Khe high price it cuts off the re- 
hates instead of upping the price, 
which latter sounds like something 
else, 





Eye Catcher 


Broadway drug store is selling ice 
cream out of a sidewalk refrigera- 
tér stand and to get attention it is 
ballyhooing with a pitcher of water 
bubbling atop the icebox. First day 
clear water was used, and the pass- 
et-by could see that some chemical 
was throwing off gas which pro- 
duced the bubbling. Then someone 
tinted the water brown and hid the 
chemical, making it look much more 
mysterious. 

There are several things which 
may be used, the chief thing being 
to get something that will give off 
plenty of gas without dissolving too 
quickly. Your local druggist can 
probably suggest something from 

stock. Care should be used to 

t something safe. Calcium car- 
bide, for example, will give the ef- 
fect, but produce aceteleyne gas, 
Which is annoying even where it 
can be quickly dissipated. There 
are harmless chemicals which will 
give the same effect at no greater 
dost, 





Suburban Billing 


Manager of a suburban house 
tried the scheme of having a boy 
dt the station each morning hand 
out heralds of that night’s show. He 
figured the commuters would have 

me to read on the train and get 
interested. It didn’t seem to work. 

His wife gave him the tipoff when 
she met him one night after he had 

een in the city. She pointed out 
hat about half the men were met 
at the station by their wives or 
some member of the family who 
drove the car down. Most of them 
fot there 5 or 10 minutes ahead of 
the train. 

Switching to distribution in the 
evening hour helped boost business 
About 5%. It sold the right mem- 

er of the family, and she could 
talk the head of the house into it on 
the ride home. 


Mike Test 
Lynchburg. 

A stunt that is novel here but 
eosts nothing has been successfully 
tried by the Isis here. Through the 
co-operation of a radio store, house 
put on a ‘Hollywood voice test.’ A 
microphone was set up on one side 
of the lobby, connected by wires 
running inconspicuously around 
door frames to a radio on the other 
side. 

Patrons were invited to speak 
through the microphone and hear 
their voices come out of the radio. 
Tickled the women fans especially. 


Chains Help Indies 


In many spots the recent ‘make 
good or else—' ukase, followed by 
the dismissal of the man who fails 
to achieve an impossible quota, has 
given the independent theatre men 
a chance. Probably it will be more 
helpful as a procession of resident 
managers come and go. 

About the best work to date was 
done by a small town manager who 
was bucking a chain operation. The 
town was small for a chain inva- 
sion, but it had been taken over as 
part of a more important group, 
and a man put in and almost for- 
gotten until a new top management 
came along. He was out 

The chain man was a natural go- 
getter, and before he had been in 
town three months his superior per- 
sonality had won him the inside 
track. Too late the indie manager 
realized the value of personal con- 
tact with the town affairs. He could 
only trail. 

With the formidable opposition | 
out of the way and a new man mak- | 
ing frantic efforts to hold onto a’ 











job he knows cannot last, the indie 
house features in all advertising, 
‘Catering to your likes for the past 
five years. We know what you 
want.’ 

And it’s getting the business, 


Holds the Mats 


In the interests of economy a 
small town theatre gets back from 
the printer all mats used in the the- 
atre ads as well as on the theatre 
page. They are filed in a home 
made cabinet, with a proof pasted 
in a book, each proof indicating the 
place in the file where that mat may 
be found. 

Figured that all cuts are pretty 
much alike, and forgotten in a cou- 
ple of months, so the mats are 
changed around a bit and used 
again. If the first time it’s a full 
length figure, the cast may be 
cropped to a bust and look entirely 
different, 








Gets the Men 


Lately a manager got the idea of 
making an appeal to business men, 
and he flooded the offices with no- 
tices that between five and six he 
ran a comedy, a newsreel and a 
cartoon. He suggested that busi- 
ness men drop in and cool off before 
going home. 

‘After a hot day in the office,’ the 
copy read, ‘why not spend a half 
hour or so at the Ritz? You'll not 
be bored with heavy, dramatic fea- 
tures, but frothy comedies, lots of 
them with girls, a cartoon and the 
newsreel. Cool your body, rest your 
brain and go home with a better 
appetite for dinner. The 25c aft- 
ernoon price is in force until six.’ 

He did not expect to catch much 
business, figuring that it would 
merely call attention to the house 
from a new angle, but he gets from 
$20 to as high as $30 extra from 
men, the top coming on the hotter 
days. 

The show runs that way anyhow, 
so it’s no extra trouble. Not only 
gets the men, but some of them 
bring their stenogs. 





Summer Service 


Gag which is now in its second 
year in a suburban section of N. Y. 
was started a little more than a 
year ago when a regular patron 
asked a theatre manager to watch 
her front stoop while she was away 
on a brief vacation. Had heard that 
burglars took papers and milk bot- 
tles as a tip off to a likely spot. 

Manager had one of his ushers go 
around twice daily, clear the porch 
of whatever had been left and bring 
valuable packages to the theatre. 
Before the end of the season he had 
complied with a dozen such re- 
quests. 

This year he advertised the serv- 
ice and there is plenty of work for 
two Boy Scouts, who report to the 
theatre twice daily. Boys are satis- 
fied with free admissions, though 
one of them stipulated he be per- 
mitted to bring his girl Saturdays. 

Manager writes it brings more 
goodwill than anything he has ever 
worked before. 





As a Serial 


Numerous theatres able to obtain 
the services of a newsreel man have 
made money showing the local grad- 
uation classes. It has been better 
than a superfeature wherever 
shown. 

One Texan has something better 
yet. He made it a serial, having the 
graduation classes for the past four 
years in addition to the present 
high school crop. Each class was 
given a special night for the show- 
ing of its reel with a member of the 
class giving a brief talk on what 
that bunch of graduates had 
achieved. Got plenty of attention 
and a lot of people came all four 
nights. 

If you want to save the film, it’s 
a good plan to take it to your ex- 
change. They can box it for you. 
If that is not convenient, put it in 
the can and seal it with two strips 
of adhesive plaster. Use the rubber 
surgical plaster and not the electri- 
cal friction tape. 


Sales Slips 


Chain store recently invaded a 
section where the idea was new 
and local grocers were up in arms. 
Prices at the chain were generally 
lower than the old stores charged. 

Theatre went around to the old- 
timers and sold them on sales slips. 
All orders for more than four-bits 
are written on a slip of cheap paper 
printed with theatre name and that 
of the store, pads being made up 
for three different stores. Slips are 
consecutively numbered. 

Each night the stores report the 
high and low numbers on the day. 
Three days later the theatre dis- 
plays in the lobby two numbers 
from each store. Each good for a 
ticket. Daily posting. 

Puts the theatre ad in most 
kitchens and keeps it there. House 
pays for the slips and merchants 
pay for the tickets. 
been useful in holding up trade, 





‘much the same pictures, they have 





Se far it has;of Warners’ 
} ferred to Warners’ 


Putting Over Revivals 


Reports vary greatly on revival 
nights. In some sections they have 
been knockouts and in others, with 


flopped all over the place. 

It seems to be due largely to the 
sales angle. Managers who merely 
announce the reissues, no matter 
how much fuss they make over 
them, are likely to find the public 
resentful of what it regards as sec- 
ond-hand goods. 

On the other hand, create the 
impression that the pictures are 
being brought back in response to 
requests, and the crowd will be 
found more receptive. This is par- 
ticularly true if balloting is had. 
Post a list of available pictures. 
Announce that selection will be 
made from that list. Explain fur- 
ther that the list has been compiled 
from requests received. Then let 
the patrons ballot, and those who 
do not find their nominations listed 
will_come to see the others and ap- 
parently more popular offerings. 

Make them think it is something 
they want rather than something 
you want. Audiences are peculiar 
in this follow-the-leader attitude. 


Jungle Bally 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Manager Jay Golden of the RKO 
Palace went strong on outdoor bally 





for ‘Bring 'Em Back Alive.’ Cage 
of monkeys outside lobby, huge 
banners on theatre and even got 


City Fathers to allow Sally, the 
Zoo elephant, to come downtown to 
provide added jungle atmosphere. 


Still Leap Year 


It’s still leap year, but apparently 
the managers have forgotten that 
fact. It's a back number, perhaps, 
in July, but it still can be used to 
pep up summer business just as it 
helped the winter session. 

Perhaps had there been greater 
stress laid upon leap year there 
might have been more June theatre 
weddings. It’s not too late to ad- 
vertise for a leap year wedding or 
to offer to two-for-one any man 
brought in by a girl who pays his 
way. It’s not good for a regular 
stunt, but it will be worth one whirl. 





printed up: ‘It’s Leap Year. Will 
you be my guest at a performance 
of (title). Slip them to the girls, 
and on the back print the offer ofa 
double with ‘Two can live as cheap- 
ly as one.’ That may help to start 
something. 


Double Wedding 


Montgomery, Ala, 
A crowd that packed the Par- 





amount here witnessed a double 
wedding on the stage. Manager 
Richard Kennedy, at the Par, 


hooked up with the Montgomery 
‘Advertiser’ in sponsoring this wed- 
ding. Newspaper devoted a page of 
ads from local merchants who gave 
the two couples nice gifts. Ken- 
nedy secured the participants for 
the wedding by advertising. 


Discs Make Biz 
The Hague. 

Sending out paper discs with 
song hits is an old gag. The Uni- 
versal Agency at Amsterdam though 
gave it a new twist; sent discs 
with the best songs from their film 
‘Ein Lied, ein Kusz, ein Macdel.’ 
On vacant space is printed the cast, 
a short synopsis of the scenes and 
photographs of principal _ stars. 
Records covered with bright green 
surface, 


Wild Animal B. 0. 

Mayfair theatre, New York, has 
gotten plenty of space on its mar- 
quee for ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive,’ 
but small houses will be more in- 
terested in its boxoffice on that 
animal pict. re. 

Instead of the usual thatch hut 
to enclose the ticket booth, the 
Mayfair uses flats of compoboard to 
which are glued lengths of grass 
matting bordered with split bam- 
boo, 

Probably costs less, can be fire- 
proofed, is less apt to litter the 
lobby with fragments and can be 
packed away for future use. It 
makes a surprisingly neat looking 
native hut, and yet the cost is 
smaller. 

In many towns the straight 
thatch is not permitted by the fire 
departmen:, but there is small dan- 
ger of fire with the tightly glued 
matting even where it is not fire- 











Might help to have some cards 


proofed. 
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Seattle. 

Herbert Sobottka, formerly man- 
ager Fox houses in Wenatchee, here 
as manager Orpheum, succeeding 
J. Wm. Houck. George Crisman 
becomes assistant manager, suc- 
ceeding Morrie Parfrey, who goes 
to Wisconsin, 





Bronx, N. Y. 
Consolidated Amusement Enter- 
prises has relinquished tenancy of 
the Jerome theatre. House reverts 
to Haring and Blumenthal, realtors 
and one time theatre operators. It 
will remain dark over the summer. 





Indianapolis, 
Jack Roth, formerly manager of 
the Missouri, St. Louis, has sup- 
planted N. Ik. Beck as manager of 


O., to succeed James Keefe, who 
succeeds him here, 

John Manuel, transferred to 
Mansfield, when the Ohio closed, 
has been recalled to his former post 
hera, . 





Youngstown, O. 
The Park theatre, major down- 
town house, has closed and will re- 
main dark until August 6, when it 
will reopen with ‘Rebecca of Sunny- 
brook Farm.’ House will be com- 
pletely renovated. 


- oo 


New Haven. 
Hollywood Films opened an office 
here at 130 Meadow street July 1, 
Hyman Levine in charge. Formerly 
represented UA in this territory. 
Allied Productions has a new 
office at the same address, with 





the Skouras-Publix Circle. Beck is 
going to Los Angeles. Homer 
Skillion, formerly manager of the 


Indiana, is now house manager of 
the Fox-Wilshire in Beverly Hills. 





Rochester, N. Y. 
Comerford's Capitol closed for six 
weeks to install refrigerating sys- 
tem. House did well until hot wave, 
then hit the slide. 
_ 
Denver. 
J. W. Allen, owner of the build- 
ing, has taken over the Granada 
theatre and will operate. 
The Sun, Otis, Colo., closed by A. 
Mazenick, the owner. 
Al Hoffman, former UA manager 
at Minneapolis, here managing UA 
exchange, 





Clear Lake, Ia, 
Ernest Anderson has purchased 
the Park from J. C. Roush and will 
manage, taking possession July 5. 





Council Bluffs, Ia. 
Employes have received two 
weeks notice at Fox-Strand and 
Publix Broadway but house man- 
agers have received no closing in- 
structions, 





New Bedford, Mass. 
Edward Seletteé, formerly assist- 
ant manager of the Olympia here 
for three years, has been appointed 
manager of E. M. Loew’s Strand 
here, succeeding Tom Whalen, 





Sandusky, Oo. | 


Robert Wolfe at the desk, 





Spokane. 

Tom Olsen named by Terry Mc- 
Daniel to manage the Fox. Mc- 
Daniel, who recently held the Spo- 
kane berth for Fox-West Coast, 
moved up to district manager. R. 
IX. Charles succeeds Olsen as Lib- 
erty manager, 


San Francisco. 
E. Hugo Strickland, former Co- 
lumbia salesman, has joined force 
of Educational-World Wide. 
Ralph Dostal new booker at local 
Columbia exchange, 


Council Bluffs, Ia. 
Fox-Strand to close, Chester Bell, 
manager, going to another spot. 
Broadway will also fold with Ray 
Felker, manager, to act as relief 
manager for Publix, Likely to re- 
open in fall, 








Los Angeles. 

Closing of Orpheum here by RKO 
brought a two weeks’ notice for 
Jake Rosenstein, handling publicity 
at the RKO Hillstreet. Jack Daily 
moves over from the Orpheum, 

Harry Lohrum replaced Bernie 
Loper as manager of F-WC Bards 
in Glendale July 3. Loper on two 
months’ leave due to ill health. 

L. D. L’Esperence new manager 
of F-WC Florence, 

William Jenner, who recently 
managed Westlake here for Fox- 
West Coast, is now in charge of 
the Sunkist and California theatres 
in Santa Ana. 





Warner Bros. have closed the 
Plaza here and will reopen War- 
ners’ Ohio. Barry Shedd, in charge 
of WB interests here and manager 

Siate, has been trans- 


Capitol, Elyria 


Valter Kohfelt 
ager there, 


is district man- 


Glass Processes 


And Re-Recording 
Cuts Film Costs 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Economy in production by use of 
transparency photography and sound 
re-recording were topics of discus<- 
sion at a meeting held by the Tech- 
nician’s branch of the Academy at 
Paramount studios, last week. 

Various forms of process photog- 
raphy were demonstrated by clips 
of intricate scenes obtained. Dis- 
cussions proved that the foreground 
action against a projected back- 
ground of action on a glass screen 
is the most economic and practical 
means of enhancing production 
value. 

Problems of re-recording were 
discussed at lengths by Kenneth 
Lambert, head of that department 
at M-G-M. Effects, dialog and 
music impractical to secure in the 
original recording are picked up 
and inserted in the re-recording 
process. Also errors made in the 
original recording can be corrected 
without the expense of re-shooting 
the scene. 


RCA’s New Recording 
Cancels All Credit 
For Indie Producers 


Hollywood, July 4. 

No more credit for independent 
producers using RCA sound equip- 
ment, with the announcement that 
RCA will bring out its new high 
fidelity sound equipment destined 
to provide increased frequency for 
recording within the next two 
weeks, 

RCA will centralize its recording 
equipment under its own operation 
on a cash on the line basis. New 
idea leaves Tiffany and Tec-Art 
studio, both equipped with old sound 
equipment, out in the cold. All re- 
cording arrangements will have to 
be done through RCA direct. 

Change 4n arrangements will not 
affect the deal between Phil Gold- 
stone and RCA, with the former 
acting as RCA agent in all inde- 
pendent recording arrangements, 

RCA claims that the cost of the 
new equipment is too high for in- 
stallation by leasing studios under 
present conditions, and the sound 
company does not want to take 
paper. 

Independent producers financed 
by Goldstone are required to use 
RCA sound, Outside of the Gold- 
stone group, it is undsrstood that 
the indie producers are now in favor 
of swinging bac!: to bootleg equip- 
ment. Producers say that the cone 
dition of the market at present does 
not warrant their paying the RCA 
or WE license fee and that exhibite 
ors are no longer particular about 
buying only major sound recorded 
pictures, 


Radio Starting Nine 
Features During July 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Radio will put nine new features 
into work this month in addition 
to the four already started. Titles 
are ‘Animal Kingdom,’ ‘Bill of Di- 
vorcement,’ ‘Sport Page,’ ‘Phantom 
of Crestwood,’ ‘The Conquerors,’ 
‘Little Orphan Annie,’ ‘Mysteries of 
the French Secret Police,’ ‘Come on 
Danger’ and an untitled Constance 
Bennett picture. 

Features now in production are 
‘13. Women,’ ‘Fraternity House~ 
‘Kong’ and ‘Liberty Road.’ 


Feist’s In-and-Out 
Los Angeles, July 4. 

Felix Feist, M-G-M’'s’ general 
sales manager, flew here from the 
middle west, coming in Hal Roach’s 
plane, to conduct a one-day sales 
imeeting of western division exe- 
change managers at the Ambassae 
| dor Wednesday (29). 
| Feist started eastward the latter 
‘part of the week, 
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; results in over 50 | 
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“Bring ‘Em Back 
ance Bennett in 
wood’’* are the two 
show business 
Bs Box- office 
cities prove it. 


ibuted by RKO 


+ RKO-PATHE Picture 
David 0. Selznick, Exec. Producer. 
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CHARLES STARRETT 
JAMES GLEASON 









wA “pug’ as hard as leather 
“and a” moll” as slick as silk. 
Till a kid crept into their 
hearts one night and started 
something that will get... 
your... patrons... plenty! 


“—* % <: 











Here’s Bancroft, tender as well as 
tough. Playing his greatest role 
with a two-handed wallop! 
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AREN’T WE ALL? 


(Continued from page 14) 


t burlesque on the character of 
the hero, who clings with small boy 
onfidence to the urge of his sport- 
fve father. More subtle character 
drawing and playing would have 
Helped here. 
* Gertrude Lawrence plays smartly 
the young wife whose single mild 
indiscretion motivates the _ story. 
‘There are fleeting moments when 
ghe suggests listlessness,. but in 
general she holds nicely to *:er part 
and offers a well sketched charac- 
r. Hugh Wakefield is the elderly 
ather who is in his second college 
boyhood, meeting girls in the Brit- 
ish museum and winding up at the 
night clubs. He plays more ob- 
viously for laughs than Maude did, 
but he gets them. Nicely foiled by 
the low comedy clergyman of Au- 
brey Mather, who is the henpecked 
husband of Emily Fitzroy, from 
Hollywood. Owen Nares is the du- 
tiful son who gets himself into a 
hole helping his father out, and 
Marie Lohr, somewhat on the Lou- 
ise Dresser type, scores solidly in a 
small rart. Harold Huth is the po- 
lite menace and about the only 
member of the cast whose English 
diction is not so thick as to fail to 
register on American ears at times. 
“ This matter of actents is further 
complicated by sound not always 
recorded at proper pitch. The talk 
frequently is almost strident. Once 
they shandle well conversation back- 
grounded by the splash of falling 
water. The settings are excellent, 
but not always well lighted. 


ARM OF THE LAW 


Trojan production and Monogram release, 
eaturing Rex Bell. Adapted by Leon Lee 
rom ‘The Butterfly Mystery,” by Arthur 
Hoerl. Directed by Louis King. Cast: 
Marceline Day, Lina SBasquette, Bryant 
Washburne, Robert Emmett O'Connor, 
Robert Frazer, Dorothy Revier, Dorothy 
bert ci Donald Keith, Larry Banthin, Gil- 
rt 





Clayton, Wallace McDonald, Wm. V. 

ong, Snowflake. At Loew’s New York 

theatre one day, June 28, as one-half of a 
double bill. Running time, 62 minutes. 





Nothing new to this one. It’s the 
ld, old story of the comedy cop and 
he smart reporter cross-talking 
hrough a murder mystery story. 

With better dramatization it might 
have meant more to the spectator, 
but it can upper half a double bill 
and solo in the less ambitious spots. 
Better writing and more time and 
money spent on production might 
have lifted this up a notch or two. 

Done from Arthur Hoerl’s ‘But- 
terfly Mystery,’ it follows the fa- 
miliar lines. A cabaret star is 
mixed up with a number of men, 
and just through a divorce scandal. 
She is found dead, as is the man 
iwhose wife divorced him on account 
of the dancer. - Suspicion falls on 

he former wife and man, who had 
heen the dancer’s business attorney. 
(The latter and his wife each as- 
pumes the other’s supposed guilt 
ntil the reporter pins it on the real 
criminal. The only new angle is a 
ity editor who is not constantly on 
he verge of nervous prostration. 
‘At no time is there any particular 
Buspense. Knowing that it is a 
murder mystery, the average pic- 
turegoer can spot the culprit in the 
first reel and dope out the crime 
from the business. Just in passing, 
ichloride of mercury is not an in- 
stantaneous poison and death 
fwould not ensue as quickly as in 
this story. 

The cast is better than the mate- 
rial. Rex Bell is not too blatant as 
the reporter, and he is ably foiled 
by Robert Emmett O’Connor, the 
detective. Lina Basquette falls 
short as the dancer in the big mo- 
ments, and yields the honors to 
Dorothy Revier. Marceline Day is 
wast in a trifling role, apparently to 
get another good name for the ad- 
wvertising. 

The direction is average, with the 
wets adequate but poorly lighted. 
Sound is reverbrant, apparently in- 
herent in the film and not due to 
reproduction, since the twin feature 
does not reveal the same fault. 


STANLEY 


DISTRIBUTING CORPORATION 
‘Motion Picture Producing and 
729 Seventh Avenue, New York 








JACK’S THE BOY 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, June 22. 
Gainsborough production, released through 
Gaumont British. Directed by Victor Sa- 
ville. In cast: Jack Hulbert, Cicely Court- 
neidge, Winifred Shotter and others. Length, 
8,000 feet approx. Running time, 90 mins. 
Previewed Tivoli theatre, London, June 22. 





A crackerjack picture for the 
home market, showing once again 
how the Gaumont British produc- 
tion units, having found a formula, 
are making money out of it. 

It is a crazy comedy with inter- 
polated music and has occasional 
blemishes, slowness of tempo, over 
emphasis of gags here and there, 
sequences which need pruning, and 
a general sense that the fun feast 
would be better if it were shorter. 

Against these quibbles is the fact 
the film stands as corking good en- 
tertainment, with a sure-fire appeal 
for English audiences. Evidenced 
by the continental comedy school, 
with its plastic camera-work and 
its insistence upon the rhythmic 
values of screen comedy, the film is 
a valuable contribution to the. ad- 
vance of the English screen just as 
it is also a useful fillip to the Eng- 
lish box office. 

The story is one of those slight 
things about a lad, the son of the 
head of Scotland Yard, who joins 
the police force as an ordinary cop 
to show he is not such a boob. 

In a scrap with a crook in Madam 
Tussaud’'s, the big London wax 
works exhibition, he arrests a dum- 
my and lets the bandit get away, 
is chucked out of the force on the 
spot, and then wins back his 
father’s approval and the usual 
pretty girl, by getting the auto ban- 
dits after all. 

The story, such as ’tis, is an ex- 
cuse for a comedy with a typical 
London background of traffic jams, 
of semi-cockney comedy and Scotch 
jokes. 

Dialog is excellent, from the home 
market standpoint. Production gen- 
erally is first class. Saville never 
made a better picture. The London 
atmosphere, which is always a 
sure-fire in this country, is neces- 
sarily exaggerated, but is good 
enough. 

Jack Hulbert, the stage comedian, 
troupes well in the leading role. 
His work might be thought un- 
subtle in America, but for this side 
it is aces. His wife, Cicely Court- 
neidge, provides her usual line of 
patter as a Scot who keeps a haggis 
shop. Miss Courtneidge is a grand 
comic and puts in some fine work. 
Winifred Shotter is the girl, and 
easy to look at. 

Picture will definitely be in the 
big money this side. Chap. 


Studio Placements 


Maureen O'Sullivan opposite Lew 
Ayres, ‘Okay America,’ U. 

Tom Crizen to write original 
based on ‘Western Blood,’ U. 

Robert Lee writing, ‘Mystery 
Rider’ for Tom Mix, U. 

Elissa Landi borrowed by Par 
from Fox for ‘Sign of the Cross.’ 

Eugene Pallette, ‘Jerry of The 
Journal’ series, Educational. 

Allen de Lano to co-direct with 
J. Walter Ruben, ‘Phantom of 
Crestwood,’ Radio. 

Jack Natteford to write ‘Cowboy 
Counsellor,’ Allied. 

Banks Winter, Eddie 
‘Baseball,’ Educational short. 

Toshia Mori, ‘Bitter Tea of Gen- 
eral Yen,’ Col. 

Stephen Roberts to direct ‘The 
Night of June 13,’ Par. 

Mildred Cram to write original 
around ‘Rules for Wives,’ Col. 

Cyril Hume to adapt ‘Island of Dr. 
Moreau,’ Par. ; 

George Scarborough dialog, ‘No 
Bed of Her Own,’ Par. 

David Burton and Harry Wagstaff 
Gribble, adapt and: dialog ‘Night 
After Night,’ Par. 

Hugh Stange and James B. Fagan, 
adapt and dialog ‘Lusitania Secret,’ 
Par. 

Ian 
Par. 
| Christian Rub, 
|Game,’ Radio. 








Dunn, 


Keith, ‘Sign of the Cross,’ 
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“Make Me A Star” 


STUART ERWIN 








ARTHUR-UNION MEET; 
UNIONIST THREATENED 


Springfield, Mass., July 4. 

Police are guarding the home of 
John F. Gatelee, motion picture 
projectionist and president of the 
Central Labor Union, after he was 
anonymously threatened with vio- 
lence by phone from New York. 
Gatelee said ‘the man warned him 
that he was to be ‘taken for the 
longest ride possible.’ The mysteri- 
ous call is believed to have some 
connection with the labor troubles 
in Harry Arthur’s theatres, two of 
which are in Springfield. One is 
closed. 

Through the efforts of Acting 
Mayor Walter J. Kenefick, arrange- 
ments have been made with Arthur 
and !abor leaders for a joint con- 
ference tomorrow (5) in an effort 
to ena the strike of stagehands and 
projecticnists at the Poli theatre 
here. The State Board of Arbitra- 
tion and Conciliation has been asked 
to sénd a representative to the con- 
ference, 


RETAKES FOR 2 


M-G Toning Down Penthouse Scenes 
—Script Girl’s Promotion 














Hollywood, July 4. 

Metro has ordered retakes for 
‘Prosperity’ and ‘Skyscraper Souls.’ 
Penthouse scenes in the latter are 
regarded as too hot and will be 
toned down, 

‘Prosperity,’ depression story with 
Marie Dressler and Polly Moran, is 
due for extensive revision. Zelda 
Sears, Sylvia Thalberg, Frank But- 
ler and Evelyn Greenbaum are 
working on new = scenes. Miss 
Greenbaum is a promoted script 
girl, 


Eight Wks. and $650,000 
For Par’s ‘Sign of Cross’ 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Paramount upped its picture bud- 
get to $650,000 for Cecil B. DeMille 
and his ‘Sign of the Cross.’ Has an 











eight weeks’ schedule, _ starting 
July 11, 
Fredric March, Charles Lawton 


and Elissa Landi are in the cast. 





Kalmus’ Feature 


Hollywood, July 4. 
Natalie Kalmus, managing 
directress of the color division at 
Technicolor, will sail for South 
America Aug. 6, accompanied by a 
cameraman and technicians, to film 
a South American feature for the 
independent market. 


Mrs. 


Mrs, 


spend a few weeks on her farm in 
Cape Cod. 





Incorporations =. 


California 
Sacramento, July 4, 
Hollywood Th Ltd., County of 
Los Angeles, Capital sto¢k 1,500 shares, 
none subscribed... J, Leslie Swope, J, M. 
Young, Frank A, Grant. 

R. ©. Theatres, Ltd., County of Los 
Angeles, Capital stock 1,500 shares, 
none subscribed. Joe J. Graff, Carl H. 
Groff, Frank A. Grant, J. M. Young, J. 
Leslie Swope. 

Plymouth Pictures Corp., Ltd., County 
of Los Angeles, Capital stock $25,000, 
$600 subscribed. D. M. Fitzgerald, H. 
H. Fitzgerald, Frank W. Gay. 

Recordings, Inc., County of Los An- 
geles, Capital stock $25,000, subscribed, 
$500. BE. Avery, L. H. Pfeiffer, Dr. 
Dozier H. Gibbs, George Jones, F. H. 
Winter. 

Canyon Productions, Inc., County of 
Los Angeles, Capital stock $500,000, 
none subscribed. Herman A. Bachrach, 
Ella Conroy, Joseph 8S. Buhler. 

Willy Pogany Prodactions, Inc., Coun- 
ty of Los Angeles. Capital stock $19,- 





000, none subscribed. Willy Pogany, 
Paul Wilder, Franklin K. Lane, Jr., 
Isaac Sackin, Florence Rogers. _ 

Certificate changing name of The 


Hawks Corporation to Hawks & Votion, 
Inc. 

Greayer Clover Post Amusement Co., 
County of Los Angeles. Capital stock 
$25,000, none subscribed. Wm, Peter- 
son, Lou L, Goodman, Lewis D. Dicker. 

Hollywood Sound and Radio Casting 
Bureau, Inc., County of Los Angeles, 
Capital stock $25,000, none subscribed. 
R. H. Hamilton, W. H. Foster, Jr., R. 
W. Liversidge, C. C. MacDonald, J. Ken- 
neth Brown. 





Mischa Guterson Studio, Ine., County 
of Los Angeles. Capital stock 600 
| shares, none subscribed. J. G. Mayer, 


Mischa Guterson, Bert L. Irving. 


| Judgments 


Attica Film Corp.; J. Wilson; $3,- 

194.35. 

Attica Film Corp.; 3S. H. Wilson; 
| $500. 

Brandt Carlton Jamaica, Inc., and 
Harry Brandt; Ph. Dietz Coal Co., 
Inc., $1,104.25. 

i» Jungle Film Corp.; 3. Hyams; $1,- 
| 056.55. 

Jungle Fim Corpy 8. Hyams, 
‘costs, $156.10, 
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Before sailing Mrs. Kalmus will | 


Stock 





(Continued from page 7) 
journment Congress might take the 
hint and call it a season shortly. 

Situation looked to favor some 
sort of an upturn this week. View 
downtown was that it would at best 
be a very moderate one and prob- 
ably of short duration, because as 
yet there is no evidence of a turn 
in business, even if the foreign con- 
ditions do seem to be on the mend. 
At least the total collapse of the 
Lausanne world debt conference 
was averted after threatening to 
terminate in futility. As long as the 
international exchange of views 
goes on there is always a possibility 
of a constructive turn. Foreign 
bonds reflected an improvement in 
this respect. 

Whatever upturn the market may 
see during this week, in all proba- 
bility it will not carry the amuse- 
ment group far up. Theatre shares 
were generally unchanged last week, 
with Loew’s, the pivot of them all, 
holding firmly just above its re- 
sistance point around 15, when 
there came a sudden wave of 
liquidation in the Paramount liens, 
a development that argued a new 
com~licati n in that direction, or a 
new phase of the old one. The 
newer Par bonds slipped to within 
a fraction of 10 on moderately 
heavy dealings as the old 6’s pene- 
trated the former low and sank to 
14. Both issues at those prices were 
selling below the Warner Bros. ob- 


ligations. 
Par Marked Up 

Even while this ominous move- 
ment was going on there was a 
peculiar maneuver in the Par stock, 
which was marked up on several 
trades for sizable lots from 1% to 2, 
obviously a bit of swagger, for with 
the company bonds seeking new all- 
time“bottoms there certainly was no 
incentive for a run up in the stock. 

It began to look last week as 
though the most urgent selling in 
the few amusement stocks that still 
command any sort of price had run 
its course. Volume fell off further 


Summary for business week endi 


VARIETY ¥9 
Market 
f except for Paramount common 


| where there seemed to be a specu- 
lative play, apparently based on the 
| feeling that nothing more could 
| possibly happen to the issue which 
[had already discounted everything, 
even a possible readjustment in the 
bonds. 

During the week still another 
stock more or less distantly related 
to the amusements went off the 
dividend payer list when the West- 
inghouse directors passed the quar- 
terly 25 cents. 

Earlier in the week American Can 
and Allied Chemical had surprised 
the Street by declaring the usual 
rate, but without causing any 
startling improvement in their price 
position. Action of both stocks was 
eloquent of the speculative temper 
at thé moment. Declaration of the 
disbursement, instead of carrying 
assurance that the companies were 
in good shape, created immediately 
the suspicion that the payment was 
being made in order to help over- 
hanging selling from some bank or 
business source. 

Sitvation paralleled that in Loew, 
which has fallen steadily since it 
paid the extra last winter, although 
it has continued the regular rate in 
the two subsequent quarters. Ability 
of the company to carry on its divi- 
dend comfortably doesn’t altogether 
rule the situation. Traders are in 
a state of mind where they refuse 
to be encouraged. They sell on 
dividend passing and they sell just 
as readily when the directors main- 
tain their rates. 

Only item of news over the week 
was Paramount’s income statement 
for the quarter ending April 2, 
showing a net loss of $2,450,000, 
compared to net profit of $3,515,600 
for the same period of 1931. During 
the period reported for a reserve 
was provided for depreciation of 
fixed assets, amounting to $3,556,- 
200, of which there was charged off 
$3,033,500, the balance of $522,800 
being capitalized to film production 
cost. 


ng June 1: 








STOCK EXCHANGE 


















-——1932——_, Net chg. 
High, Low. Sales, Issue and rate, High, Low. Last. for wk, 
2% % evose American Seat. ..occscsesscnccse * ee *. 
4% eccese Columbia P. Vt6e coe cccccveccsed e* ‘ee ee 
5 1 300 Consol. Film......... eeeeeeeeeee i 1% pat -_ % 
11% 2% 1,200 Consol. Film pfd. (2). cecvccsccen 2% 3% + % 
87% 37% 23,000 Eastman Kodak (5)..c-seesesss 40% 40% —% 
5% 1% 900 Fox, Class A..... ccccccccccseoso § §©=616 ie 1% —% 
26% 8% 83,700 Gen. Elec. (40C.)....ccsseceeese 10% 9 10 +% 
25 7 cesses Keith pid. .sccceseeccescvvesscwe ss os 6 bid 
34 13% 5,700 Loew (8)...ccccvccsssccrsescesse 15% 14% 1% —% 
%2 45 200 =Do pfd. (6%)........ sescsscccee 465 45 45 —% 
3% 2% 1,400 Madison Sq. Garden........s00«e 8 2% 2% =—% 
os 14 essee Met-G-M pfd. (1.80). -ccccccedoca - e* 15 bid 
14% 3% escoe Orpheum pfd...csccccccsccccdcvas: *. oe 3% bid 
11% 1% 18,600 Paramount ........ eereeeeersede 2 1% 2 + % 
1 % 100 Pathe Exchang@e,scsessessescssven % % % —_ Ms 
5% 1% 100 Pathe, Clase A. vcccsctsoccsvcome fF 2 2 . 
10% 2 11,800 Radio COED. ceccccccccccecesc coms * 3 ay + % 
7 1% B00 RKO cecsccscvescvvcvcccvecsesce a 2 — % 
1% % eccce BRUDOTE  cicccretece . seeteeree * ee % bid 
50 23 «++ee Universal pref. (8). eeeerseda ** °- 2T™% bid 
4% 1g 8,200 Warner Bros....... cscced de * % % - 
20 4 100 Do pfd seeee eeeee eeu eeceer 5 & 5 — % 
35% 156% 82,000 Westinghouse ....+..+cosecssowe 19% 15% 1% —™% 
CURB 
™% 4 ges.» Columbia Pilots. ..cccscecesescase ©” ~—s 4 bid 
24 8 50 Educ. Pic. POG. occ cnccsesesocedd 3 3 8 
1% If 600 De Forest Radio...sccccscvesceed | * % 
1 ts 1,500 Fox Theatres.......sccocccccccas | ve omy 
1 a 400 Gen. Thea, B. Pld... cesesscocccap % ‘y 
4 % ROD WOOGIE Sccic oc cckhabdecece 1 1 1 
% 100 Trans BNNs 5044 cnn cddebesedi * aw ay 
BONDS 
™% 1 $17,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. '40....se,ss0ene 1% 1% 1 
63 24 16,000 Keith 6's, "46. .cccserecssseseeve 20% 26 oat —-% 
+ = ges Loew 6°8, "41. cccscesscecccececen 70 6 69 -—1 
5,¢ a le a. OR ee ccccess GO% 50% 4 +% 
60% 14 18,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘47 eos «618 14 14 -4 
55 10% 70,000 Par-Pub. 5%'s, ’59. cooccoe§ 15 1 13 —2h 
104% 50 1,000 RKO debs 6's....... soeceee 50% 4 5 +% 
M4 .:> * -.en Shubert 6’s...... eos eoeve es ee 4% last 
40 9% 133,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39...... cocoen, 18 4 +2 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
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You can 
accountwit 


Travelers checks, 
letters of credit and 
foreign drafts may be 
secured through our 
Foreign Department, 





BOUND FOR THE UNION DIME 


Where the air is cool 
..- but the welcome warm! 


You, too, will enjoy the 
new air cooling system 
that makes the Union 
Dime Savings Bank pleas- 
ant to enter on even the 
hottest day. 


$1 to $7,500 with interest 
from the day of deposit on 
accounts of $5 or oven 


Established 1859 


6th Avenue and 40th St., New York, N. Y. 





ee * 
open a savings == 
hany sum from 


For the 3 months 
ending June 39th 
1932 the dividend 
has been declared 
at the rate of 344% 
per anoum, 
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of the M-G-M set-up, the strength and 





THE TRADE-MARK 
THAT has all trade- 


oe 


Talk about 
Trade-imarks! (f FR & 


Advertising authorities tell us that the roaring Lion of Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer has superseded in world recognition the hitherto most popularly 
known symbols of all industries! 


This trade-mark is in demand and M-G-M approaches 1932-33 with one 


purpose— 2c ae~ 


a 2@ Reahr 


hin BA 








The Niagara Falls generates the 
world’s greatest WATER POWER! 
r The Allied Armies in 










the great war possessed 
history’s greatest 
; : a MAN POWER! 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer x 
has startled the amusement Ss 
world by its unprecedented 
development of 


and, in 1932-33 


4 know that— 


37 out of 48 are 
STAR PICTURES! 


and the others will have players who are 


on their way to stardom. 


The policy of M-G-M in its first year is the policy of M-G-M 
today. We go forward consistently in the knowledge that M-G-M 
Star Names in your electric lights mean good business. In 1932-33 
M-G-M presents even more Star Pictures than ever before, 
PLN Ne extending our success-policy to meet 
the definite box-office needs of these 
times. The act of signing a contract for, 
pictures must be weighed with the 
greatest care and thought this year as 
never before. What decision you make 
now will follow 
7 — you relentlessly 
The News-Dealer Says: through the 
“I sell mote movie magazines when tWE lve-month 
there's @ Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer ahead! Thesound, 
on the cover,” ; . : 
practical nature 





stability of M-G-M personnel in its man- a % 
agement and in its studio production, the : a 
unmatchable Star line-up and the proven The Girl in the 


ability of M-G-M to create the Giant at- 3*-Office Says: _ 
urs g f h h They ask me WHO is play- 
tractions Of each screen year—these are ing at our theatre,not WHAT 


the ‘assurances of safe i | is playing! | When we've got 
. sof safety which guard your an MGM STAR we fil 
property and investment, the house,’? 
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Fuons-will be tei 
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Sirs 


LEAD KINDLY ELECTRIC LIGHT | 


(Here’s where you shine) 


1-G-M STAR eicrures 


THEY NEVER GO OFF THE GOLD: STANDARD! 


2-JOAN CRAWFORD—In “Possessed” and “Letty Lynton” 
she reached the top. She’s in “Grand Hotel,” too! nggressi' 
2-NORMA SHEARER—Big Productions worthy of her boxfourse « 


office importance. “Strange Interlude” will bring her world acclaim.put-date 
2-MARION DAVIES—No expense spared in selection of herfONVENt 


vehicles, their production and national promotion. 


2-CLARK GABLE—His work in “Strange Interlude” climaxe, 
public demand for his stardom. Another Star created by M-G-Mj 


1-JOHN GILBERT—M-G-M has a new powerful vehicle 
him. You'll see the John Gilbert of his greatest glory. 


2-HELEN HAYES—The public awaits the return of “Sin ‘Tasha 


Madelon”’ star. WWeissm: 
2-WILLIAM HAINES—There’s a new Bill Haines read Pictures 
you! | 
2-RAMON NOVARRO — Undiminished drawing powes, 


“Huddle” for instance! 

2-MARIE DRESSLER—Everybody loves her! 
2-WALLACE BEERY—“Hell Divers” and “The Chee “i 
made him bigger than ever! 4 


1-JOHN BARRYMORE—WM-G-M is proud to hear from, é 
hibitors that John Barrymore as an M-G-M star is a new_star{ 


1-LIONEL BARRYMORE—No matter what the role, ha] Wallace 


makes it memorable. oo 


1-JOHN & LIONEL BARRYMORE— Co-starring them ih 
“Arsene Lupin” was a stroke of genius. Their new story ie 
immense! 


’ 


1-DRESSLER & BEERY—We yield to the request that they .! 
act together again as they did so well in “Min & Bill”! weapee 
2-BUSTER KEATON-JIMMY DURANTE—M-G-M has ai 


new, smash comedy team! 


2-LAUREL-HARDY—Ever since “Pardon Us” theaters havens 
demanded more Laurel-Hardy feature length comedies. ‘’ 


4-COSMOPOLITAN PRODUCTIONS—These nationally JI 
advertised All-Star subjects have‘consistently been real money | Buster F 
makers! 


2-JACKIE COOPER—M.-G-M has a brand new idea for das, 
glorious boy star who thrilled the world in “The Champ.” = 
2-ROBERT MONTGOMERY —The past year has furthered) a 


4 


his well-grounded popularity with the public! ’ _— 
“THE OUTSIDER” for M-G-M—Sensational hit during 1 | Lauret 
long Broadway run. Made in England and directed by Harty jpg: 


Lachman, who in association with Rex Ingram, produced many 
of the latter’s greatest successes. ' 
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THE ORIGINAL purpose of 
M-G-M’s Marquee Pictures was 
to allow a latitude in produc- 
tion that would not confine 
ngeressive picture-making to ideas that in the 
ourse of 12 months might become sterile and 
im put-dated. M-G-M refuses to be hampered by 
onvention or hide-bound by tradition. 













The result was that in our first :group of this 
ature called ‘The Lucky Seven” we gave you 
G-M4‘Shipmates”’ (Robert Montgomery won stardom!) 
le forf cin of Madelon Claudet” (it launched Helen 
ayes!) ‘‘TheEasiestWay”(Constance Bennett). 
Again this season Marquee Pictures gave you 
‘Tarzan, the Ape Man” (creating Johnny 
_ Weissmuller a new star!) and other big Marquee 
Pictures still to come. 











in 


Marquee Pictures are an expression of the for- 
wet bvard-looking: ideals of M-G-M. 


ee 


Jimmy Durante 





Lionel Barrymore 






2 é 


John Gilbert 


Ri once 






G83 


William Haines Colleen Moore Robt. Montgomery 





Maureen O'Sullivan 
Ralph Graves 


Lewis Stone 
_ Johnny WeissmuHer 
Jean Harlow Jean Hersholt 
Polly Moran Walter Huston 
ext nita Page Leila Hyams. 
Robert Young - 
Hedda Hopper 
Neil Hamilton. 


; Madge Evans 
the Dorothy Jordan 
‘| Conrad Nagel 











ARQUEE pictures 


News that you'll applaud— 
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“John BARRYMORE 
Joan CRAWFORD 
Wallace 334. 
Lionel BARRE 


LEWIS STORMS — HANEM ERS HOLT 
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Directed by EDMUND GOULDING 
from Vicki Baum’s play 


ame VORMA SHEARER 


. -*, CLARK GABLE 
STRANGE INTERLUDE 


A ROBERT Z. LEONARD Production 
Based on Eugene O’Neill’s play 





MORE STARS THAN SPACE! SO WE LIGT NAMES: 


Nils Asther Ruth Selwyn 

John Miljan Virginia Bruce 
Myrna Loy May Robson 

Una Merkel Louise Closser Hate 
Joan Marsh Veree Teasdale 
Wallace Ford Nora Gregor 


Kane Richmond 


Karen Morley 
Diane Sinclair 


Diana Wynyard 


and many others 

























To state ihat the production plans of Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer are of intense interest to every other studio is to 
state a truth which we are not first to express. We believe 
that it is to the best interests of our customers to with- 
hold, where it is necessary, a full exposition of our plans. 
For the time being we call your attention to these 
vehicles of importance among others owried by M-G-M 
and contemplated for production. 


THE PAINTED VEIL—By Somerset Maugham. 


Ran as a Cosmopolitan Magazine serial. Wide book sale. 


REUNION IN VIENNA—Robert E. Sherwood’s 
robust, romantic, laugh-filled Broadway hit! Everybody 
wanted it, M-G-M got it! 

THE GOOD EARTH—By Pearl S. Buck, Pulitzer 
Prize Novel, continues to appear on every best-seller list. 
Hundreds of thousands of copies have already been sold. 


MEXICO—Bby Laurence Stallings, co-author of “‘The 
Big Parade”. Giant drama of Old Mexico. 


LA TENDRESSE—By Henry Bataille. Henry 


Miller Theatre success. 


RASPUTIN,- THE MAD MONK—A perfect 
subject for the M-G-M studios! A picture that requires 
Bigness in conception and casting. Watch for details, 


THE SUN OF ST. MORiITZ—Clever story- 


sleuthing has uncovered this dramatic and romantic 
novel, the rage of the Continent. 


THE EDUCATION OF A PRINCESS—3B, 
Grand Duchess Marie of Russia. On every best-seller 
list, selling by the thousands. 


ESKIMO—By Peter Freuchen. M-G-M has sent 
W.S. (Trader Horn) Van Dyke and one of the largest 
film expeditions of history to the frozen North. 


THE BUGLE SOUNDS—By Major Zinovi Pech- 
koff. Tremendous research, patience in securing the 
right footage of Riff warfare, make it something to look 
forward to! 

CANDLELIGHT —Translated from the German 
of Siegfried Geyer by P. G. Wodehouse. A Broadway 


hit built for the screen! 


PACK UP YOUR TROUBLES— One of Laurel- 


Hardy’s feature-length comedies. Now being produced 
by Hal Roach and M-G-M. 


THE DEVIL PASSES—An outstanding S. R. O. 
play of the current Broadway season by Benn W. Levy. 


SALUTE—An original screen story by the brilliant 
playwright Frederick Lonsdale. 

TARZAN AND HIS MATE—jJohnny (Tarzan) 
Weissmuller returns in Edgar Rice Burroughs’ new love 
adventure! 

FELIX—This play by Henry Bernstein ran 400 per- 
formances in Paris! It’s Box-office! 

THE MARINES HAVE LANDED—Thts one 
tops M-G-M’s previous highs in this field “Tell It To 
The Marines”, Hell Divers” and “‘Shipmates”’. 


You in This Photo? 
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“WHO'S THE BIG SHOT?”—*That’s Jones. He plays 


the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures in this town!” 
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BEHOLLYWOOD 
| SPEAKS’ 


GENEVIEVE TOBIN 
ald , ee 
























Sees All—Shows All—Tells All—and How! The 
Inside story of the Outside girl in Hollywood. 
Here’s the lowdown on the high doings in 
Holiywood—millions will love it! 


‘BY WHOSE 
HAND ?° 


BEN LYON 
BARBARA WEEKS 


i 
COME AND 
GET EMS 





Mystery rides the rails and Love solves the 
riddle! A mad mysterious romance of love and 
thrills aboard a runaway express! 












COMING SOON 


War CORRESPONDENT 


JACK 
HOLT 


LILA LEE 


A famous headline hun- 
ter and a great air hero 
hating each other — 
fighting for the love of 
the same girl — amidst 
the lure and color of 
Shanghai! 






>, RALPH 
GRAVES ; 


Two great boxoffice |. Pe 
stars—and a star femi- | § © 
nine lead~what acast~___. 
what a story—what a 
background—and whata 

PICTURE! AperfectBox- | 

officecombination!Acer- — 
tain SMASH anywhere! 
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But One Deluxer 
Left in Ailanta, 
Ex-Ace Show Town 





Atlanta, July 4, 


“ Atlanta, once an ace show town 
In Dixie, has folde@ as an amuse- 
ment center with only one first run 
de luxe house in operation. 

The $3,000,000 Fox, one of the 
most beautiful houses in America, 
closed its doors when the Loew in- 
terest withdrew their operation with 
a month left to run on their lease. 
The house was consistently in the 
red for months, 

The first collapse came with the 
darkening of the Capitol, a house 
badly managed except for the time 
Loew had it. The Georgia, former 
home of Keith vaudeville here, is 
now operating on a split week pol- 
icy and, since a bomb was exploded 
in the place, hardly doing any busi- 
ness. 

Loew's Grand, for second choice 
MGM's, is closed for renovations 
expected to total about $200,000 and 
wilt open in September. 

The Paramount, operated by Pub- 
lix, remains the only first run house 
with vaudeville. The vaudeville will 
be taken off July 8. 

The old Forsyth, housing big- 
time vaudeville until about 10 years 
ago, and then turned over to stock 
and shoo-fly show interests, has 
been absorbed in an office building 
and is no more. The Erlanger, built 
for legitimate shows, had only a few 
attractions this season and did none 
too well with them. It has been 
dark several months. 

Thus, in a few years, Atlanta has 
slipped from a town zooming with 
theatrical business to a deserted 
village, so far as theatres are con- 
cerned. 

There is money here, however, for 
entertainment. Great crowds go to 
wrestling matches in the ball park 
—-but they can not be herded inside 
a theatre. A bathing beauty con- 
test last Sunday drew a gate of 12,- 
000. 

Atlanta is by no means broke, 
but theatres lure the people no 
more. No one seems to know just 
where the fault lies; there seems 
to be no explanation. 








FANCHON & MARCO 


‘Featured Acts - 








BERNIE and WALKER 


The Mad Wags of Malibu 


in “ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN” 


NOVAK == FAY 


“All Tangled Up for Fun” 


“TOWN and COUNTRY” Idea 


RUDY KAYE 


“The Singing Switcher” 
F & M’s “Parisian Revue” 


JANICE WALKER 


Doing “Cinderella Brown” - 
F & M’s “Parisian Revue” 


GILBERT BROS. 


“MALIBU BEACH” Idea 






































FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 








JOE and JANE 


Mc KENNA 


Headlining ; 
LOEW'S STATE, NEW ORLEANS 
“Stitch In Time” Idea 


BERNARDO DE PACE 
“Wizard of the Mandolin” 


| 
Assisted by CELINE LESCAR 


EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 


“Gus Edward’s Radio Stars” 























S. A. FOR CINCY 


Usherettes New — Other RKO 
Shifts -nd Changes 








Cincinnati, July 4, 

Bernard Hynes, traveling man- 
ager for RKO, has put in the past 
few days here conferring with Nat 
Holt, divisional manager, and Clem 
Pope, newly appointed city man- 
ager, who came from Tacoma, 
Wash., where he was with Fox 
West-Coast. 

’Tis understood that boy ushers 
in RKO’s four ace downtown 
houses are to be replaced by 
usherettes within the next couple 
of weeks. Girl ushers will be new 
stuff for Cincy. 

The RKO sign shop has been de- 
centralized with a poster man as- 
signed to each house in an attempt 
for more spirited results through 
individual operation. 

Carlos Harrison, who succeeded 
Bill Danziger as local publicity and 
advertising director for RKO a few 
months ago when Ike Libson re- 
sumed supervision of the houses he 
and his associates transferred to 
RKO a couple of years ago, re- 
signed Friday (1). The job is now 
divided among E. V. Dinerman, who 
formerly handled exploitation ad 
tieups; M..J. Whitmar, who was 
on publicity staff of local gas com- 
pany and with the Crosley studios, 
and Charles Winthrop, a newcomer 
from Kansas. 


RKO TAKES GRAND 0.H. 
ON % IN CINCINNATI 


Cincinnati, July 4. 
Impefhding takeover of the Grand 
Opera House by RKO as a picture 
theatre is understood to be on a per- 
centage basis, with operation com- 








‘Sublet Houses Demand 
RKO Rent Reduction 





Los Angeles, July 4. 

RKO has cut the weekly rent of 
the Orpheum, San Diego, under sub- 
lease to Fox West Coast, from 
2,000 to $1,500. Fox circuit took 
the house over two years ago. 

Mike Rosenberg, head of Prin- 
cipal Theatres, opereting the for- 
mer Orpheum house here as the 
Fox Palace, is negotiating with the 
circuit for a rent reduction, with 
some talk that he will turn the 
house back unle . the concession is 
forthcoming. ‘ 

With RKO closing the Hillstreet 
here and the Orpheum in San Fran- 
cisco this week, due to poor grosses, 
circuit is not figured anxious to 
have any other houses in which it 
is interested turned back, 

30 Dark 

Survey of the RKO circuit, as of 
last week, showed a total of 30 
houses now dark, with 133 oper- 
ating. 

Vaude units and pictures stay in 
the L. A. Orpheum, with closing of 
Hillstreet, -and the entire house 
staff will be kept. All employees 
of the Hillstreet are out, including 
Speed Borst, manager. A _ person- 
nel shift at ’Frisco is expected. 

Hillstreet is without a cooling 
system, which is chief reason for its 
selection instead of the Orpheum, 
Bern Bernard, RKO booker, re- 
turned last week from Chicago. 


Capitol, St. J., Grind 


St. John, N. B., July 4. 
The Capitol, Rialto and Strand, 
the three major picture theatres, 
have reduced prices. 
Incidentally, the Capitol, owned 








mencing about August 15. 
The Grand is the oldest legit 
house here and was an Erlanger 





|of the Davis theatre, and his wife 


smash-up. 
ant manager 
been dispatched to the Davis to fill 

jin during McDonald's absence, j 


stand for years. It is owned by the 
estate of the late Charles P. Taft, 
foster brother of the late President 
William Howard Taft, which has ex- 
tensive real estate holdings in this 
city, including the ‘Times-Star.’ Er- 
langer interests had a _ perpetual 
lease on the theatre building, which 
was recently purchased by the own- 
ers for a reported $100,000, minus 
deductions of about half that sum 
for back rent, taxes, etc. 

The house has a seating capacity 
of less than 1,600, including balcony, 
gallery and boxes, with several posts 
on ground and second floors, 

Erlanger shows playing here 
henceforth will be at the Shubert, 
which accommodates 2,100. 

The Grand is on Vine street, be- 
tween 5th and 6th, in the heart of 
the downtown section and opposite 
the RKO Lyric, which housed Shu- 
bert attractions before going into 
pictures. 

RKO recently closed the Strand, 
1,350-seat house on Walnut street, 
near 6th. The theatre was rented 
by the exhibiting company and is 
not likely to be reopened by RKO. 


WB vs. Exhib—$2,500 


Minneapolis, July 4. 

Harry Nelson of the Princess, St. 
James, Minn., is being sued by the 
Copyright Protective Bureau for 
$2,500 and costs for holding over 
a number of Warner Brothers and 
First Nation : pictures. 

Nelson claims that his contract 
was signed im blank, with a ste- 
nographic error responsible for the 
insertion of a two-day clause. 








Levenson’s Troubles 


Dubuque, Ia., July 4. 

First labor troubles, then gas 
bomb attacks, next a black powder 
bomb and now court action to re- 
cover $2,155 as rental for Dream- 
land and Liberty theatre properties 
has been the lot of Ben Levenson, 
operator. 

S. D. Ryan, trustee, has filed the | 





McDONALD’S ACCIDENT 
Pittsburgh, July 4. 

When a drunken driver crashed |; 
head-on into their car near here | 
last week J. A. McDonald, manager 








were both seriously injured. Mrs. 
McDonald was removed to the hos- 
pital with a fractured skull and her | 
recovery is still in doubt. McDon- | 
}ald will recover, doctors say. 
The driver of the other car and | 

| a companion are being held by po- | 
| lice pending the outcome of the | 


Kenfield, assist- | 
has | 


Kenny 
of the Stanley, 


rental action. 


by the E. F. Albee estate, has gone 
continuous for the first time in its 
history, instead of the former after- 
noon and night shows. Changes 
three times weekly instead of two. 


Hollywood Feels Throwback as Cuff 





Once in a Lifetime 
Los Angeles, July 4, 





Exhibitor in Las Vegas, 
Nev., rigged up a loud speaker 
over boxoffice to convey to 
passersby loud wailing of 
sirens in several sequences of 
‘Homicide Squad.’ 

Just as a gang war broke 
out among rival bootleg fac- 
tions close » the theatre with 
several bombs exploding, loud 
speaker emitted its siren 
blasts, adding to the confusion. 


Libson’s Key Deal 


Ike Libson, who sold his theatre 
roldings to RKO last year, is in 
New York on an attempt to turn 
over the Key theatre and building, 
Cincinnati, to the same circuit. 

House seats around 2,000 and is 
on a straight film policy. It’s the 
only theatre which Libson and his 
partners retained at the time the 
RKO deal went through. If nothing 
happens, Libson will close the site. 

















Big Hop for Mgr. 
Rochester, N. Y., July 4. 
Manager Charles Raymond of 
Loew’s Rochester leaves to become 


manager of M-G-M’s new theatre in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. He 





will have six weeks’ training in 
English theatrical management be- 
fore taking over. His wife and two 
children will gc with him. He has 
been with Loew’s organization 12 
years. 

Edward J. Meinicker comes from 
Cleveland to manage the Rochester. 


As Other Spots Shut’ Producers Fill Streets with Crews 





Hollywood, July 4. 
Picture business is returning 
the old days when every Hollywood 
street intersection was a potential 
set, and if the sun didn’t come out 
the cameras couldn't turn. 
Filming at the major studios is 
more or less as always, but the re- 
indie 


to 


cently augmented ranks of 


producers have turned back time in 
Hollywood to the pre-sound era. If 
they can get away without cost of 
using artificial light or sets, they 
do so. This means working with a 
couple of sun reflectors and outside 
of the studios. 

Arrival of summer, and plenty of 
daily sun, has also stimulated out- 
door activities of the indies. 

Cobwebs 

Opening up of some of the older 
lots and their use by independents 
has also aged the appearance of 
film production. Scenarios are 
turned out in cobwebbed offices with 
torn wallpaper and _ occasional 
roaches. Pictures are shot off the 
cuff, if necessary, as dialog is cut 
to a minimum in scenarios, 

Absence of talk in the outdoor 
scenes makes it unnecessary to haul 
expensive sound equipment. 

At Bryan Foy’s studio the ‘sound’ 
stage has its front end entirely 
open, with only a canvas to shut 
out the light. Stage is only 100 feet 
back from the interurban car tracks 
but studio doesn’t even bother about 
vetting a car schedule. Only trouble 
comes from the airplanes. 

Roach’s silent ‘Taxi Poys’ short 
was filmed mostly on Culver City 
streets, saving cost of lights and 
sets. 
































BERT WHEELER 


Playing Limited Engagement 


FOR 


PARAMOUNT—PUBLIX 


4 Weeks of Personal Appearances 


MANAGEMENT 


LEO FITZGERALD 
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@ Fox comes through in a pinch with pictures with a 
punch. Hits when hits are needed most. Winding up 
the season with six smash bets that would be hailed 
with delight in any season! Look them over and you'll 


book them fast! 
All released before August 15th. 


—— 
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with six summer life-savers! 
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ABVERTISEMENT 


























KEEPING UP 


WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 


the Circuit Are Doing and 
Where and Why 


Bughouse Actors 

Charley Foy has realized an am- 
bition that Dad Eddie never saw 
fulfilled, provided he had it. Fan- 
chon and Marco have named an 
Idea after him. Called “Charley 
Foy’s Bughouse” this Idea is riot of 
fun, as title indicates. Directed by 
Larry Ceballos and has Maxine 
Lewis, Olga and Mischka, Balalaika 
Sextette and-—of course—the Foy 
stooges. Latter figured by experts 
to eventually outclass Ted Healy 
and other stooge gangs. 





Ripley Inspection 

Ripley is eyeing the Fanchon and 
Marco forces for ‘Believe It or Not.” 
Seized on Four Albee Sisters for 
their billiard playing, and John Tio, 
the wonder parrot—as just that. Rip 
states Tio is the only bird in the 
world who really knows what he’s 
talking about. Albees and Tio in 
new F & M “Gus Edwards’ Radio 
Idea,” produced by Jack Partington 
in Manhattan and opening on Coast, 





Simple Title 


Maybe the simple democracy of 
the Democratic convention did it, 
but anyway the title “Bon Jour 
Paris” Idea has been dropped in 
favor of “Hello, Paree.” Set for St. 
Louis opening this week. Paul and 
Nino Ghezzi, Lynn Cowan and Com- 
pany, Hamon and Virginia, Jack 
Roshier and Shages are in. Set- 
tings of musical comedy magnitude 
are carried and Idea is advance- 
worded from main studios as swell 
entertainment. 


Et Tu Dewey? 


The Performer, famous show pa- 


. per of London, in story on British 
, artists with Fanchon and Marco 


cites DuCalion, Natacha WNattova, 


' Hamilton Corrad’s Pigeons, Gold 
| and Ray and Barto and Mann, How 


come Barto and Mann into this ros- 
ter, when they’ve been Yanks ever 
since birth? Guess it’s because they 
like these boys.in the tight little 
isle. Closing with F&M “Stage 
Door" Idea, Bob Hall sails next 
week for engagement at London Pa- 


villion. 





Talkie Contract 


Fox Films are looking to future 
talkie stardom for Neil O'Day, fea- 
ture with Joe Cook in “Fine and 
Fancy” and other hits. Before Joe- 
cooking, Nell broke into show biz 
as a Fanchon and Marco girl, add- 


! ing another Sunkist to the stage- 


screen list of future greats. Lyda 
Roberti and Lucille Page, F & M 


: discoveries, considering Broadway 
' starring offers for next season, 


based on current season individual 
hits. 


Hot Welcome 


Oodles of publicity has been given 
various welcome homes accorded 
Fanchon and Marco girls on con- 


' clusion of their tours, but warmest 


welcome home ever known surely 
gces to Mignone Gallichotte, of 
“Stage Door” Idea. Dad Gallichot- 
te’s garage somehow ignited just 
before Mignone got in, and the kid 
had to behold a home in flames as 
she arrived. Loss covered by insur- 
ance, however. 


Peabody Peering 


Eddie Peabody catching*shows all 
along route of his F & M “Happi- 
ness Show,” keeping eagle eye open 
for budding talent. His supporting 
company in current Idea all juvenile 
specialists. Arnaut Brothers have 





: been signed for FF & M's “Mickey 


and Minnie” Idea, which has Fos- 
ter and Van, Monty and Karmo, 
Toots Novelle and the gorgeous 
Sunkists. 


Studio Reports 


Gae Foster’s next Idea, as yet un- 
titled, will have the happy Flo 
Lewis, O’Connor Family and Pas- 
quali Brothers. Leonidoff is pro- 
ducing the Blanche Sweet Idea, 
which will have the Stroud Twins, 
Chamberlin and Hines, Loc Lor- 
raine and Al Rinker. Gilda Gray’s 
“Ubangi” Idea has Fields and Bell, 
comics who boast the tallest stooge 
in any F & M Idea; Mullins, seven- 
teen years old and seven feet, eight 
inches tall. 


Freddie Schader tied F & M's Pat 
West up with the Crowley-Milner 


store, Detroit, in novel television) } 


show stunt that netted Pat and the 
Fox Theatre display space in all 
newspapers. Just before dimming 
lights on Ideas at Fox, Atlanta, 
Lionel Keene tied up F & M’s Lor- 
rell Gaines with kiddie revue for 
Scottish Rite Hospital and Atlanta 
Georgian noticed it with tremendous 
picture spread on first page. 
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GET 
THE 


Fanchon & Marco 


eIF YOU RUN A THEATRE, 
Barnum & Baileyhoo your F. & M. 
troupe. It gives your house publicity 
obtainable in no other way. 


eIF YOU HAVE AN ACT, you will 
find that F. & M. publicity builds you 
to a national name by the time you 
play the entire route. 





ADVANCE. Photos and stories in local 
papers. Beauty window tie-ups. Tie-ups 
with candy, drug and grocery stores. 
THURS. Met at station by city officials, 
Chamber of Commerce, press. Photo- 
‘graphed with notable who arrived on same 
train, Breakfasted with newspaper men. 
Photographed in well-known car. Inter- 
viewed by newspaper critic. 


FRI. Photos taken for candy company... 
used on 1000 boxes. Interviewed by critic. 
Photographed at beauty shop for news ad. 
Posed for artist. Interview by famous 
psychic. Dined as honored guest by town 
notables, 








- This Was Done for One Star* 


SAT. Christened Legion model ship 
(photos). Photos for piano store display 
and music store window. Presented win- 
ning trophy at dog show. 

SUN. Interview by newspaper critic. 
MON. Attended tea given by newspaper 
men’s wives. Called at veterans’ hospital. 


TUES. Dined at Breakfast Club. Visited 
famous knitting mill. Called on florist 
who had furnished her flowers. 


WED. Attended women’s tea given by 
local social leader. Honor guest of Adver- 
tising Club. Radio interview by famous 
playwright. 

* Betty Compson at Fox Paramount, Portland, Ore. 
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BOMB INJURES PATRON 
IN HARRY ARTHUR SPOT 


New Haven, July 4. 

Ruby Adams, patron at Fox-Poli, 
was seriously burned -as result of | 
chemical bomb explosion. Incident | 
believed to be another one of a se- 
ries of such explosions which have 
hit various New England houses op- 
erated by Arthur Theatres Corp., 
which is currently at odds with 
stage and booth unions. 

Cities already affected are Hart- 





ford, Worcester, Providence and 
Bridgeport. Police reported as in- 
vestigating theory of out-of-town 


job, with no blame laid at door of 
local unions. 


Oakland’s 2d Darkens 


San Francisco, July 4. 
Charlie Carroll has closed his 
American, Oakland, after six weeks 
of trying to put over the long-dark- 
ened East Bay house. American 
is the second Oakland first run to 
fold up within the week, big Fox 

Paramount also having shuttered. 





Reported Fred Siegel, former 
owner of Roxie, may take the 
American. 











A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“DIVE IN” 


July 2, Fisher, Detroit 


JACK 


PEPPER 


“Pepping Up the Show" 


Dir.: Cargill & Dobson 


MADELINE BERLO 


DIVING MERMAID 
Thanks to Marvin Schenck 


MACK, HAROLD and 
BOBBY 


“KIDS KIDDIN’” 
ir: CARGILL-DOBSON 


JEANNE DEVEREAUX 


PREMIER DANCER 
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F-WC Appeals Damages | 


Of $7,500 for Customer | 
Los Angeles, July 4. | 

Attorneys for Fox-West Coast | 
have made a motion for new trial 
folowing the verdict by a jury in 
Superior Judge J. P. Sproul’s court | 
Wednesday (29) awarding Fred 
Verrengia, 19, $7,500 in his damage 


| 
suit for $50,273. 
that Ver- | 


| 


Defense brought out 
rengia sat through the show after 
falling against a seat in the bal- 
cony, and two days later was placed 
under quarantine at the General 
hospital for infantile paralysis. It 
is contended that his present ill- 
ness was not caused by accident. 


Ramish’s $60,000 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

Asking $60,000 for the furnishings 
in the Mirror theatre, Hollywood, 
Arthur William Green, attorney 
and assignee of Adolph Ramish, is 
suing Strong & Wilson, owners of 
the building. 

Ramish gave the pair a chattel 
mortgage on the equipment he in- 
stalled to secure his lease on the 
house, and when they took the the- 
atre away from him he gontends 
the lease was broken and the mort- 
gage voided. 

House was then known as the 
Vine Street and played legit shows. 
Now a grind picture theatre oper- 
ated by Westland Theatres. 








Shutting in Calif. 


San Francisco, July 4. 

Five small town indie houses are 
slated to close within next two 
weeks due to bad business. 

Darkening theatres are Smith’s, 
Yuba City; Star, Sonora; Green- 
ville; Gem, Colusa, and the Rex, 
Oroville. Yuba City and Oroville 
will be without show shops. 





WAYNE DAILARD OUT 


Kansas City, July 4. 
Wayne W. Dailard, city manager 
and publicity director for the Pub- 
lix-Dubinsky theatres, has resigned. 
He will be succeeded here by Will 
Dubinsky, city manager at St. Jo- 
seph, Mo. 





Woman’s Big Show 





Los Angeles, July 4. 
Cashier in a Main street all- 
night 10c grind house also 
peddles candy and gum as a 
sideline while on duty. 
Front and side windows of 
the ticket box are so heavily 


stacked with the sweet stuff 
there’s trouble raking in the 
admish and passing out the 
tickets. 

















RKO-FWC POOL IN NW. 
NEARING COMPLETION 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
Charles Skouras, operating head 
of F-WC, is preparing to leave for 
the northwest to complete final de- 
tails for the pooling of RKO and 
Fox-West Coast in Spokane and 
Tacoma. 
Deal was arranged in New York 
between Spyros Skouras for F-WC 
and Harold B. Franklin for RKO, 


MGM’s ‘Star Sports’ for 


Release During Games 


Culver City, July 4. 

Six of the 12 ‘Star Sports’ shorts 
slated for Metro’s °’32-'33 program 
are completed, and will be released 
simultaneously with forthcoming | 
Olympic games. 

Balance of series will be filmed 
during the games, 


STROHEIM SCRIPT SET 


Hollywood, July 4, 

Eric Von Stroheim states that 
the shooting script on ‘Walking 
Down Broadway’ as he has it ar- 
ranged will run a little over 98 
pages. Production is scheauled for 
July 15. 

Expects to make the picture in 
five weeks at the Fox Westwood 
plant. 

















Ray Directs ‘13th’ 
Hollywood, July 4. 
Albert Ray will direct ‘The 13th 
Guest,’ starting tomorrow (5) at 


BUFFALO ACCORD 


] 
Lafayette Settles With Union For| 
Reduced Personnel 





' 


Buffalo, July 4. 

The Lafayette downtown (inde- 
|}pendent) first run house has set- | 
Itled its difficulties with the stage | 
hands union on the basis of ‘the | 
proposal originally made by _ the 
house to the hands. The .union| 


walked out a month ago when its | 
demand for four men on the stage} 
during the summer instead of two 
was refused by the management. | 
Present arrangement negotiated by | 
New York officials of national union 
calls for two men back on the job 
at the former $60 wage per weck 
each, i 
Negotiations are now on between | 

| 


the house and the operators for fur- 
ther reductions. 


More Theatres 


Minneapolis, July 4. 

That Minneapolitans want pic- 
ture theatres was demonstrated 
again at a’ special election to de- 
termine whether the city council 
should issue a permit for the con- 
struction of a new independent 
showhouse. The referendum took in 
seven precincts in one ward and 
showed 1,469 votes in favor of the 
theatre and 841 against it. 

Six. other similar elections have 
been held from time to time and 
in every instance the electorate 
voted to have the theatres built. 


Pre-Closing 10% Cut 


San Francisco, July 4. 
Employes of Warners. theatre | 
took a second 10% cut. 
It’s a reminder the house plans 
to close in about six weeks. 


MGM WINS ON DEFAULT 

Los Angeles, July 4. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer exchange 
secured a judgment of $4,157 by de- 
fault against Harry Popkin, ex- 
hibitor, on a breach of contract 

suit in Superior court. 

Amount was for pictures fur- 

















Monogram, produced by M. H. Hoff- 
man. 


Operators Make More 
Than the Theatres 
State Mian. Gwners 


Minneapolis, July 4. 
A move is under way among in- 
dependent exhibitors in the terri« 


tory to use pressure on union opé=< 
rators for pay cuts. 

Exhibitors declare the 
majority of instances the operators 
are making more money than the 
theatre owners. 


that in 


6 Mos. for Stench Bombs 


Spokane, July 4. 

Kermit Ness, printer, was found 
guilty of placing a stench bomb in 
the Ritz and Egyptian theatres 
March 5, a jury in superior court 
decided today aftes a 20-hour de- 
liberation. The 20-year old youth 
appealed a six-months’ sentence im- 
posed in police court following his 
arrest. He admitted attending 
both theatres on the same evening, 
but denied he placed the ill-smelling 
chemical underneath the seats he 
was alleged to have occupied. 














A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“HELLS-BELLES” 


July 2, Palace, Washington 


STONE and 
VERNON 


Casino de Paris 


13 MONTHS 
The Suave Deceiver 


‘CARDINI 


Direction WM, MORRIS 


RUSSELL 
ARMSTRONG 


“SQUIRREL FEED” 
Dir.: AL GROSSMAN 


3—McCANN SISTERS—3 


Vv. YATES 














Direction CHAS. 





nished the Jewel and Crystal the- 
atres. 
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Wise exhibitors have 


found it pays 


to replace outmoded equipment .... and so 
Photophone’s business has DOUBLED! 


Imagine that! More unsatisfactory sound-repro- 
ducing equipment replaced in the past six months 
by RCA Photophone than was replaced in any 
entire year since sound swept its way through 


! 


Why are exhibitors so willing to spend money in 
? TThere’s only one answer... 
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Sound head with improved belt drive for Special 


Size and Small 
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IT PAYS! 


wn your cost. 


t or poor reproduction! 


Photophone is the only AC equipment available 
for theatres of all sizes. 
blesome battery and motor generator. 


Photophone has materially lowered lease prices 
and contract service. charges. 
5 make more money out of your theatre, get in 
| touch right away with the Photophone Division, 
| of the RCA Victor Company, Camden, N. J., or 
with any of the several branch offices. 


PY "Fok del -1 Lol 73 
“SYSTEM 





Trade Marks Reg. VU. & Pat. Off. 


Photophone Division 


RCA Victor Co., Inc. 


Camden, N. J.—branch offices in principal cities 


It sends up the admissions and 
Nothing tags a theatre 
“old-fashioned” quicker than break-downs in 


It eliminates the trou- 


If you want to 
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Vande Time on Coast Cut Down to 
35 Acts Why. as RKO Houses Close’ 


Los Angeles, July 4 


With the folding of RKO’s m.c 
policy at the local RKO and the 
Golden Gate and Orpheum in 'Frisco 
acheduled to close July 8. there re- 


mains only six and a half weeks of 
vaude local bookers. 
Three of the houses playing vaude, 
the Million Dollar and Downtown 
here, and State, Long Beach, are 
full weeks; Garfield, Alhambra, 
Strand, Long Beach and Hippo- 
drome here are split weeks. 
Remaining two weeks are made 
up oc one and two nighters booked 


by the Bert Levey, Meiklejohn, and 
Fanchon & Marco offices. Latter 
time consists of houses continually 
jumping from vaudfilm to straight 
pictures depending on screen 
strength. 

35 Weekly Limit 


dispensed by 


A total of about 35 acts can be 
placed here weekly. 


Budget of the 








EUGENE CONRAD 


Direction 
CURTIS & ALLEN 


WEEK JULY 2 
RKO, PEORIA, ILL. 


-|effect at the same time, 


——EEEE 


|six theatres regularly using vaude 


|totals $2,700 weekly, or about $75 
| per act for 35 acts, 
'many people are in the turn. And 
that’s without the usual 5% agent’s 
commission and 6% booking fee 
deducted. Top price for a vaude 
bill is paid py the Downtown, $700 
for six acts, 


Currently there are about 300 acts 
out here to supply the demand. 
Daily more troupe in from the east 
and Chicago. All are just around 
for a vacation which seems to end 
in about 24 hours, or as long as it 
takes them to locate the three book- 
ing offices. Of course, they’re just 
looking for a date to try out a new 
act, but they’re looking just the 
same, 

Same condition exists in the 
north. Out of San Francisco there 
is one week of one and two night- 
ers. Only other spot where an act 
can pick up any time is in Port- 
land where Joe Daniels has two 
weeks of two and three nighters. 


7 Acts at State-Lake 
For 55c with Picture 


Chicago; July 4. 
Return of the State-Lake to vaud- 
film is set for this Saturday (9). A 
clipped scale of prices goes into 
For seven 
acts and a feature picture this RKO 


stand will ask for 50c plus tax on 
the lower tiers at night, a dime 
lower than the prevailing top. Mat- 
inee top drops to 35c. from 40c. 

Though the bills will be booked 
out of New York, the local RKO 
office is slated to do a lot of filling 
in. This will apply particularly to 
radio names available from ether 
outlets here. Inciuded in the initial 
stage lineup are Lee Sims and 
llomay Bailey, from the local NBC 
studios. 
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Actors Must Eat 





Birmingham, July 4. 

A hash house has been dis- 
playing a sign reading ‘All you 
ean eat for 20 cents.’ After 
vaude was put in a theatre a 
block away the sign was taken 
down, 

‘Those actors can do some- 
thing else besides act,’ the 
proprietor said. 


RKO’s $25 Top for 





People Acts 


Has Indies Cooking at $1 Per Actor 





New Dates on Route 
Cause F&M Shuffle 











STATE, MINN. MAY 
REINSTATE SHOWS 


Minneapolis, July 4. 
The State, ace Publix house here 
since the closing of the Century and 
Minnesota, and operating on a 
straight film policy, will use a stage 
show in addition to its screen pro- 
gram the week of July 8 John 
Friedl, Publix district manager, de- 
nies any plans are being considered 
to change the theatre’s policy. 
For its single week of stage 
show the State will have the Mills 
Brothers and a 12-piece stage band 
under the direction of Lou Breese, 
formerly at the Minnesota. 
It is believed that the State will 
make further excursions into stage 
shows whenever attractions are 
available. 
Since the Minnesota’s closing a 
month ago, Publix has been without 
any Twin City stage show repre- 
sentation. In its advertising, the 
RKO Orpheum, playing five-act 
vaudeville unit shows and pictures, 
has been boasting ‘the only stage 
show in town.’ 
The present ‘nut’ of the State, 
without stage shows, is approxi- 
mately $7,000 a week. Before the 
advent of the Minnesota in the old 
F. & R days the State was the king- 
pin. house here and used stage 
shows, It has 2,200 seats; 55c top. 








$500 Royalties Pro Rata 
For F&M-RKO ‘Whoopee’ 


Fanchon & Marco and RKO are 
figuring a minimum of 44 weeks for 
the tabbed ‘Whoopee,’ Ziegfeld mu- 
sical, to be put on the combo stages 
by F. & M. Total weekly costs 
would amount to around $500 if fig- 
ured pro rata weekly from the $22,- 
500 which F. & M. is paying for the 
piece. 

There are around nine splits to 
the 20 grand. Biggest share goes to 
Florenz Ziegfeld, who gets $12,500. 
That’s merely for the use of the 
play name and his own. Sam Gold- 
wyn gets $3,000 because he owns the 
film rights. Anthony W. McGuire 
gets $3,000 also as author of the 
musical. 

Sam Harris, who owned the orig- 
inal, ‘Nervous Wreck,’ from which 
the musical was made, is the only 
one to agree on a weekly royalty 
basis for pay. Others get flat 
amounts. 





Mayfair, Buff., Assigns 
For Creditors’ Benefit 


Buffalo, July 4. 

The Mayfair burlesque and pic- 
tures made.a general assignment for 
the benefit of creditors. The-house, 
formerly the Palace, is being ope- 
rated by Nate Boasberg, who con- | 
tinues for 30 days under authoriza- 
tion of the court. The house gross 
was stated to be between $1,000 and 
$2,000 per week, just about sufficient 
to meet the overhead. 

Dewey Michaels, manager of the 
house while named the Palace, was 
also made a co-operator with Boas- 
berg. 




















FOR LEASE 


National Roof Garden Theatre 


Cor. Houston Street and Second Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


THE MOST FAMOUS BURLESQUE THEATRE IN 
THE WORLD 


RAYNES REALTY CORP., 


469 7th Avenue, New York 


Phone Chickering 4-3006 





‘BODY AND SOU 
‘OUT OF NOWHERE’ 


Personal Managemen 





JOHN W. GREEN 
Composer With Famous Music Corporation 


‘LIVING IN DREAMS,’ 
RKO Palace with James Melton, June, 1932 








L’ — ‘I’M YOURS’ 
— ‘LO AND BEHOLD’ 
etc. 





t ARTHUR ASHLEY 
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Gordon’s Agency Spot 


Hollywood, July 4. 

William Gordon, son of Vera Gor- 
don, has been added to the staff of 
the Lichtig & Englander agency and 
will specialize in handling the for- 
eign-language field. 

Gordon has been with the Rosa 
| Moreno act for the past four years 
;}and managed it during its European 
tour, making a study of Spanish tal- 
= while in Spain. 








POGANY’S PUPPET SHORTS 


Hollywood, July 4. 

Willy Pogany, New York artist 
brought here by Sam Goldwyn as 
his art director, is organizing a 
production company of his own to 
make a series of puppet pictures 
with new figures he has developed 
himself. 

Pogany has been working on the 
jidea ever since he left Goldwyn 








Los Angeles, July 4. 

F&M’s ‘Bug House’ idea with 
Charles Foy featured, after three 
day breakin at the local Manches- 
ter jumped direct to Portland and 
will precede ‘Desert Song’ one week 
right through to Chicago. 

As result of unexpected business 
of latter unit in several of the San 
Joaquin valley towns, F&M has de- 
cided to keep this unit out as long 
as possible. 

Portland, Seattle and Vancouver 
this week switch from a Saturday 
to Thursday opening. Following 
the ‘Desert Song’ dates, units will 
break the jump into the Northwest 
by playing alternately Sacramento, 
Stockton and San Jose, These towns 
will be three day stands. 

Due to union difficulties, Fox, At- 
lanta, playing the F&M units, went 
dark (24), 


Police Restrained from 
Picketing L.A. Burlesque 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
Superior Judge Marshall McComb 
has continued, until July 20, a re- 
straining order against police pick- 
eting or blockading the burlesque 
ehow at 235 South Main street. Suit 
of Harry Horowitz, the producer, 
against the city of Los Angeles will 








RKO is entering into competition 
with the indie vaudeville booking 
field for the first time as far ag 
salaries are concerned, In Lynbrook, 
L. L, and Westwood, N. J., both 
RKO-booked, the top salary for any 
act for two days is $25. 


That $25 top applies to flashes and 
other acts of more than five people. 
Other salaries range from $10 for 
teams to $15 for trios, or at the rate 
of $8 per day per person. 

Several indie bookers around New 
York are using RKO's retrenchment 
as an alibi for slashing indie date 
salaries to formerly unknown levels. 
One booker with a two day uptown 
stand has set a limit of $1 a day 
per head for aH acts. That's not 
enough to cover the carfare from 
Times Square and three meals. 
Trios receive $6, or $6.70 net, for 
these two days, with the booker’s 
commission (10%) on such acts 
amounting to 30c. 





Moran-Mack Starting 
After a Year’s Delay 


Hollywood, July 4. 

After nearly a year of prepara- 
tion, the Moran and Mack feature, 
with W. C. Fields subbing for 
Moran, will get started at Sennett’s 
July 8, Mack Sennett directing. 
Others in the cast so far are Charles 
Murray and Marjorie Beebe. 
Picture will be the first World 
Wide release, 





he heard then. 

Horowitz says the cops picketing 
the doorway had talked loudly, in- 
terfered with the performance, and 
several times had broken down 
doors to dressing rooms. 





Arnauts Join ‘Mickey’ 
Los Angeles, July 4. 
Arnaut Bros joined Fanchon & 
Marco’s ‘Mickey and Minnie’ unit 
July 2 at Vancouver. 
They replaced Roy Rogers and 
Sanna and Loomis. 
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ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 
DOT STEVENS 


in “Lady Harrower's Reception” 
(Direction of Chas, Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress™ 


Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 











Personal 











FREDDY 


MACK 


Fox, B’kiyn 
INDEFINITELY 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week July 2) Los Angeles, Calif. 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 


LARRY 
R I C H 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America’s Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL DGES 
“Ok'tahoma’s Ambassador” 
ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 
JOE BELL 
“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 
And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 








MYRTLE 





CONLIN and GLASS 


Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bidg., 
New York City 


BROADWAY APT. HOTEL. 
CINCINNATI, O. 
Special Rates to the 


Profession 


Housekeeping and Bachelor Apts. 
Complete Hotel Service 

3 Minutes’ Walk to RKO Albee 
4th and Broadway 





























The Leading and 
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makes any set of Reeds 


“@ wade by hand. 
Guerrini & Co. 








j Several months ago. 


RE ST eta Lae ee oh a Sora aad 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week juiy 9) Denver, Colo. 





The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


N 
“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY DANDRIDGE 

MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 

JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eighteen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 














277-279 Columbus Ave. 
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VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 








"4 RKO Weeks Will Include 30 « 
Full Weeks; 5! 





for F.&M. Units 





The RKO book vaude has now 
been set at 40 weeks of playing time 
for next season. That figures 30 full 
weeks and 20 split weeks. There 
will be nine weeks around New 
York and six weeks on the Coast. 
It means that RKO will go blanket 
vaude on the Coast outside of Taco- 
ma, where the stage fare is defi- 
nitely out. 

Palace, New York, is to stick to 
{ts vaudfilm policy, postponed until 
July 16 for its inaugural. The Hip- 
podrome, when reopening, may go 
straight films on a multiple change 
policy. That is not yet definite. 

Of the 40 weeks planned for the 
fall five and a half have been grant- 
ed Fanchon & Marco. 


Full Week List 


Full weeks on the RKO book un- 
der the new policy follows: 

Majestic, Dallas; Albee, 
dence; Keith’s, Portland, Me.; 
Keith's, Syracuse; Memorial, Bos- 
ton; Keith’s Boston; Palace, Al- 
bany; Palace, Rochester; Albee, 
Brooklyn; Proctor’s, Schenectady. 

The Manhattan spots include the 
Prospect, Brooklyn, which shoves 
over definitely as an RKO local 
break-in spot. The 86th Street, 
Palace, Kenmore, Madison, Ford- 
ham, Coliseum and Flushing are the 
othegs. 

The western full weeks are the 
Palace, Cleveland; Orpheum, Los 
Angeles; Hill Street,.-Los Angeles; 
Palace, Chicago; State-Lake, Chi- 
cago; Orpheum, Frisco; Golden 
Gate, Frisco; St. Louis, St. Louis; 
Orpheum, Portland; Orpheum, Seat- 
tle; Orpheum, Denver; Orpheum, 
Omaha; Main Street, Kansas City, 
and houses in Houston, San An- 
tonio, New Orleans and Minneapolis. 

Whether or not the Riverside, 
Milwaukee, goes to vaude depends 
on union conditions. Formerly labor 
rules regulated for a double stage 
crew, but RKO can’t see that kind 
of expense there, which may thus 
eliminate this theatre for vaude. 
For F. & M. this means RKO cir- 
cuit approval and marks the first 
time that its shows will have ad- 
vanced to more than a full week’s 
playing time at any given period 
with this chain. 

F.-M. Spots 

Under RKO’s new operating pol- 
icy, the F. & M. shows now being 
spotted at the Albee, Cincinnati, will 
shift to the Palace, Cincy, after 
Labor Day. Full weeks to continue. 

This is the only full week alloted 
by RKO to F. & M. Remaining four 
and a half weeks are made up by 
splitting time with RKO vaude in 
nine’ spots. These are Dayton, 
Grand Rapids, St. Paul, Columbus, 
Cleveland, Akron, Salt Lake and 
Youngstown. In Cleveland F. & M. 
will play the 105th St. 

RKO will maintain two regular 
split weeks of vaude at the 
Orpheum, Oakland, Cal. and the 
Emboyd, Ft. Wayne. Oakland spot 
is dependent on whether the house 
shunts back to Fox West Coast, as 
may be likely, If so, RKO may 
make up the week by reopening the 
Ritz, Birmingham, to a combo 
policy. 

So far as Tacoma is concerned, 
vaude is out of there permanently, 
agcording to RKO. Same goes for 
Yonkers. Latter town can't support 
the stage stuff from RKO indica- 
tions. 


FLO LEWIS TAKES COUNT 
ON STAGE; NOT SERIOUS 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

During a performance of the 
‘Bombay’ unit at Loew’s State Fri- 
day (1), Flo Lewis took a heavy 
bump and the count. 

At the hospital she was x-rayed 
for possible skull fracture. No 
cracks found. She will continue 
with the F-M unit. 


Provi- 











Just for the Ride 


Eddie Dowling and Rae Dooley 
sail for Europe July 19 for a couple 
of weeks. 

They’re just going for the ride. 





BOLGER ILL, OUT 
Ray Bolger was suddenly taken 
ill Saturday morning (2) and had 
to drop out of the Paramount stage 
show. 
Jimmy Savo jumped in. 


Mama 





Los Angeles, July 4. 

Woman patron of the F-wc 
Florence left her seat while 
picture was on and calmly 
walked on stage, in front of 
screen. Taking a small can 
from her purse she proceeded 
to sprinkle the floor, while the 
audience watched fascinatedly. 

Manager rushed down, but 
was assured by the patron 
everything was o.k. 

‘My little girl is dancing here 
tonight, so I wanted to put 
some rosin on the stage for 


her,’ was the explanation.— 
From Variety's Hollywood 
Bulletin. 











CAPITOL DOING 
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SHUBERTS TAKE BESSER 
FROM VAUDE FOR 2 YRS. 


Joe Besser, vaudeville comic, was 
last week placed under contract for 
musicals by the Shuberts. 

Legit firm has Besser for two/| 
years on a 30-week guarantee | 
yearly. 


Palace's $6,000 
Tep for New 6-7 
Act Combo Idea 


feel 











RKO’s Palace, New York, will 
spend between $5,000 and $6,000 on 
its six and seven-act vaudeville 
bills under the vaudfilm combina- 
tion policy that starts July 9. 
Under an 83c top, including tax, 
the house figures it can break at 
$12,000 during the summer while 





$14-18,000 BILL 


Loew’s will shoot the works at the 
Capitol on Broadway week of July 
14 with a stage show of picture 
names rating from $14,000 to $18,000 
in salaries. Payroll is indef because 
the top name is not yet set. Robert 
Montgomery is probable. 

Billing will be ‘Hollywood On 
Parade. Set thus’ far are Una 
Merkel, Jean Hersholt, Lew Cody, 
Armida and Anna May Wong from 
films, Jack Benny, m. c., and the 
Abe Lyman band. 

Hersholt and Miss Merkel are 
Metro studio bookings, as will be 
Montgomery. Others were obtained 
from the outside. 


CBS Acts in Indie 
Theatres on Salary 
And Percentages 


CBS has started lining up indie 
vaudeville dates for its contract 
acts. Three of the network turns 


are set for indie theatres, booked 
through Arthur Fisher. 

CBS gave Fisher the alternative 
of playing the ether artists on per- 
centage basis, which the network 
prefers, or straight salary. Fisher 
took the salary arrangement, 

Three acts set for indie theatres 
so far are Arthur (‘Street Singer’) 
Tracy, who plays the Grove, Free- 
port, Long Island, the first half of 
July 16, three days, figured on a pro 
rata basis of $2,000 for six days. 
Vaughn De Leath has been booked 
into the same theatre preceding 
Tracey, the first half of July 9. 

Little Jack Little is the third CBS 
act set for an indie theatre, He 
goes into the State, Middletown, 
New York, for three days starting 
July 30. 

CBS is now working on a percent- 
age indie booking for Tracy after 
the latter completes one week with 
Warner, July 22, at the Earle, 
Washington, 














BURNS AND ALLEN PERSONAL 
Los Angeles, July 4. 
Burns and Allen, here for Para- 
mount’s ‘Big Broadcast,’ will do a 
week at the local Paramount thea- 
tre. 
Date isn’t set till after the picture 
schedule is worked out. 





MARSHALL’S 5 RKO WKS. 


cals goes vaudeville as a singing 
single, opening this week for RKO 
in Boston, 

Marshall has five RKO weeks on 
a Weiner-Kalcheim booking, 





Sweet’s ‘Sweet and Lovely’ 
Los Angeles, July 4. 

Title of Fanchon & Marco's 
Blanche Sweet unit, opening July 7 
at Loew’s State, will be ‘Sweet and 
Lovely.’ 

Other talent set for the unit in- 
cludes Stroud Twins, Chamberlin 
and Himes, Loc Lorraine, the 





Catchlots and Al Rinker. 


Everett Marshall from the musi- | 


is off. 

At 83c the Palace will run only a 
nickel behind the Mayfair, which 
plays the pictures first, on the ad- 
mission scale at night. At other 
times during the day the Palace 
admish will be higher than the 
Mayfair’s, particularly before two 
in the afternoon, 


NEW RKO SAVING 








IDEA ON PROPS 





the rent, amounting to about $4,000, ! 


Forced to Cut NVA 


's Mounting 


Expenses to Prevent Crippling San. 





Can Be Had 


— 





Los Angeles, July 4. 
Eastern vaude names are 
flocking here and spreading it 
around that they’re open for 
picture or coast vaude dates. 
Included are Al Klein, Bert 
Gordon, Sid Lewis, Jean Bar- 
rios, George Givot, Mitchell 
and Durant, Count Bernivici, 
Miller and Mack, Don Carroll 
and Teddy Joyce. 


STAGE NAMES 
CHILLING F-WC 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

Costly stage names as added 
talent at Fox-West Coast houses 
will no longer be tried as a result 
of loss on Al Jolson’s week at the 
Fox, San Francisco, and even break 
on Eddie Cantor at the same house 
the following week. 

Jolson was booked into the Fox 
at a flat $15,000. House did $30,000, 
dipping into the red because of the 
Jolson salary. Cantor drew $7,500 
salary for his week. Boosting the 
gross temporarily with expensive 
names is a bad policy, thinks the 
circuit. 

‘Frisco booking for Jolsen was 
arranged as a result of his strong 
showing there several years ago, 
when he boosted the house gross 
above $50,000. F-WC execs are 
emphatic in stating higb-priced 
talent is out. 




















From now on, by order of the 
RKO theatre department, any spe- 
cial stage props required will have 
to be provided by the acts them- 
selves. 

If a needed article is not in the 
theatre property room the act 
must buy it. In the past ordinary 
props, if missing, were paid for by 
the theatre and added to the prop 
room collection for future use. 

The amount saved by RKO by 
the new order is indefinite. 


2 ACTS OVER $10,000 
AT PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Bert Wheeler, at $4,250, plays the 
Paramount, New York, next week 
(8) before leaving for Hollywood to 
make one picture with Bob Woolsey 
for Columbia. Wheeler had figured 
on two or three extra stage weeks 
in the east, but the Columbia call 
precludes chances. 

Wheeler is at the Brooklyn Par 
currently for the same salary. With 
him is Polly Walters, also of films, 
who moves over for the New York 
week, 

With Wheeler at the New York 
Par and headlining will be Harry 
Richman. He’s in for $6,000. 











Sid Piermont Secretly 
Weds Jacqueline Feeley 


Sidney Piermont pulled one of 
those secret marriage things, hav- 
ing been joined to Jacqueline Fee- 
ley, showgirl, three months ago. 

The Loew booker kept it under 
cover until he sailed with the bride 
on the ‘Belgenland’ Friday (1) for 
3ermuda. 





Commish Claim Vs. Gilda 


Los Angeles, July 4. 





Harold Berg has filed a municipal 
|}court suit against Gilda Gray for 
|10% on her Fanchon & Marco tour 
lat $500 weekly. 

Offers a contract showing he was 
ito get that cut and $25 on cut weeks 
where salary dropped below $500. 





BERLE ON A BOAT 


But o: e short ocean cruise with 
a professional show is due to sail 
|this week-end. The ‘Beigenland’ 
|departs for a six-day voyage, 
touching at Halifax and Hamilton, 
Bermuda. 

Show includes a revue and floor 
| show, with Milton Berle the m. c., 


ja gypsy orchestra and Alfred Chigi. 


RKO Switch to F. & M. 
Is Not Policy Change, 
Argues Agent Over Act 


Contending a change from regular 
vaudeville to Fanchon & Marco 
units does not actually constitute 
a change in policy, Irving Yates is 
suing RKO over the cancellation of 
the act of Stewart and Lash, which 
he owns, in Boston. Act was booked 
for week of June 11 at the Memorial 
theatre, but rubbed out by the 
booking office upon the switch to 
F. & M. shows. 

Yates contends that vaudeville 
and the F. & M. type units do not 
differ beyond the presence of a 
chorus and some production, and 
that the difference is not a policy 
change necessary for cancellation 
under the RKO vaudeville contract. 








6TH FLOOR RAMPAGE 


Heat Gets to Colored Porter— 
Chases Hodgdon with Lead Pipe 








Charlie Woodley, colored porter, 
and Martin Beck’s handy man on 
the booking floor for 25 years, went 
on a rampage Thursday (30). George 
Rohloff, a uniformed RKO office 





first assault and Ray Hodgdon drew 
a lacerated eye in the follow-up. 

| Charlie picked a hot afternoon on 
| which to go tearing. He started on 
|Rohloff and when Hodgdon stepped 
‘in to stop the fight, Charlie went 
after Hodgdon. After butting Ray in 
the eye he grabbed a lead pipe and 
;chased Hodgdon all over the sixth 
| floor. 

Some of the boys grabbed Charlie 
while Hodgdon was ducking the 
pipe and managed to quiet him 
'down. 
| They sent Charlie home and told 


| him he’d might as well stay there. 


Split After 13 Yrs. 


Kansas City, July 4. 
Alan Cross and Eddie Healey dis- 








|}solved a 13-year stage partnership | 


lafter their date at the Mainstreet 
last week. 

The team determined 
|} alone in the future. 


to go it 





Waldrons for F. & M. 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
Jack and Harriet Waldron have 
been placed under contract by Fan- 
chon & Marco. 





No assignment so far. 


In the past four months the NVA 


charity disbursement in New York 
has increased $1,500, with $4,000 
now distributed monthly. This ex<- 


tra $18,000 expense yearly, together 
with failure of the last money col- 


lected to equal normal expenses, ne- 
cessitates the cutting of the NVA 
club and fund overhead which com- 
menced last week. 

Eight let-outs from the NVA Fund 
staff included Major Donovan and 
Bill Sullivan. Only Martin King, as 
general counsel, and William J. Lee, 
of the relief committee, were re- 
tained. Both are on the Fund's 
board of directors. Donovan con- 
tinues with the VMA as head of the 
Joint Complaint Bureau without an 
NVA . connection. He has been 
handling the annual NVA drive for 
funds for years. 

Further cutting will be necessary 
in other departments in order to re- 
duce the present $150,000 New York 
overhead by at least $75,000. Last 
week’s dropouts leave around $45,- 
000 still to be cut. A minor econe 
omy is a two week vacation with- 
out pay for all NVA employees this 
summer. 

There are some factional differ- 
ences within the organization over 
touching the Saranac sanatorium 
for economy purchases. Those in 
opposition contend that of the two 
NVA phases, Saranac and New 
York, the former is the more 
worthy. The san end also involves 
about $150,000 yearly on which the 
Saranac institution has been bare- 
ly able to get by. Besides being 
forced to economize generally, the 
sanatorium is handicapped with in- 
complete hospital equipment. 


New 21-Year Lease 


Agitation for the closing of the 
costly New York clubhouse and 
social expenses still persists and 
lately has increased, due to a 
raise in operating cost through re- 
assessment and a jump in the rent 
from $800 to $1,200 a month on the 
46th street building. The lease was 
renewed in May for 21 years to save 
the huge investment, with this item 
used as the principal argument 
against closing the club. Henry 
Chesterfield maintains a lessee ig 
still sought and if found, the club 
will be moved to cheaper quarters. 

Heads of the contributing the- 
atre circuits are noticeably missing 
from the NVA Fund's new board of 
directors. All departed by the res- 
ignation route, including Sam Katz 
who was replaced by Pat Casey as 
president. Ed Schiller of Loew's 
and Hiram S. Brown of RKO are 
among the missing. Warners, Publix 
and RKO are the only circuits now 
represented on the board, by Moe 
Silvers, Sam Dembow and Major 
Leslie Thompson, respectively. 

There won't be any election of 
officers for the club by the NVA’s 
actor-members this year. It’s con- 
sidered useless. Ted Healy and 
Phil Baker were unanimously 
elected president and vice-president 
last year and neither has shown up 
pat the clubhouse since. Chesterfield 
|runs the club anyway, officers or no 
officers. 


| 














guard, was mussed up in Charlie's) Y HIPP DAILY GRIND 
‘AS PALACE NOW COMBO 





Hippodrome, New York, on ree 
| opening in the Fall by RKO may go 
| straight pictures on daily change 
| policy similar to Loew’s New York, 
|} on Broadway, according to present 
indications as the result of the Pale 

lace, New York, ace RKO house, 
| being turned over to the former 
| combo policy of the Hipp of vaude 
; and pictures. 
| summer presently, 
RKO's lease on the Hipp which 
jwee to expire Aug. 1, has been re- 
| newed for an additional term of 
three years by RKO with the usual 
three-months’ option clause in favor 
|of RKO. Reported rental being 
paid by RKO is $2,500 weekly, 


Minstrel Wed 50 Yrs. 


Springfield, Mass., July 4. 
George R. Guy, one of the veter- 





ans of American minstrelsy, and 
Mrs. Guy celebrated their golden 
wedding here. 

| Mr. Guy is now 77. A grandson 


jis Al Pinard, musician with Downey 


} Brothers’ Circus, 
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Hipp is closed for the 
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30 VARIETY 


VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


Tuesday, July 5, 1932 

















NEW 


ACTS 











JOE PENNER (2) 
Comedy, Singing 
10 Mins.; One 
Palace 

Joe Penner plugged his way to 
moderately important name propor- 
tions and meaning through the pic- 
ture houses. He has worked in 
them for many years, all along not 
playing much vaude, 

Penner is a type comedian from 
burlesque with an odd quality in his 
voice and a trick laugh standing as 
his principal assets. He carries a 
straight man with whom he opens 
the routine rehearsing gags; the 
other spills himself, but closes alone 


with a comedy special, sold in a 
unique way. Violin and card bit 
precedes. 


Did very nicely at the Saturday 
matinee. Char. 


LA COSTA, CARLITA and LA 
TINOS (6) 

Dancing, Instrumental 

9 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Act seems to be headed for some- 
where. Lead pair are Spanish 
dancers who get away from the 
foot stomping to mix acrobatics and 
adagio with the work. Scene isa 
special cafe set with a bar, the 
Three La Tinos, two men and a 
girl, backgrounding with accordion, 
guitar and violin. 

After the first dance the girl 
comes on for a violin solo while 
dancing on her toes, mostl¥ a back 
bend. The men play a duet with 
one doing a peculiar whistle, and 
the girl comes back for more back 
bending and violin playing. Not so 
good on the repeat. They’ve seen it. 

Finish is the lead couple back for 
@ near-Apache with the girl doing 
some cooch that is wickedly smooth. 
Not enough to be offensive and into 
the pair dance in which she plays 
a wildcat. Gets one toss to the 
floor for a three-foot drop and act 
ends with her being thrown through 
a supposed mirror. 

Something different in the line of 
flashes and can make the grade 
when more finish is acquired. 


GRANT WITHERS (2) 
Persona! Appearance 
14 Mins.; One 
Academy 


If Withers would do anything be- 
sides smile pleasantly his ‘in person’ 
showing might mean something. 
Most picture people in vaude mean 
practically nothing, but their names 
help draw. How much draw there 
is attached to Withers’ name after 
a couple of years away from pic- 
tures is highly debatable. 

When Withers started his vaude 
tour, as caught at the Oriental, Chi- 
cago, he didn’t even have an act. 
Now he carries with him Eddie 
Moran, unbilled, and one of the 
most capable stooges in the busi- 
ness. That’s something of a break. 
Moran manages to get a few laughs 
on his own. He could get more if 
Withers knew how to straight a bit 
less woodenly. But Moran isn’t 
even billed. 

For a finish Withers uses a bit 
from one of his pictures, ‘Dancing 
Sweeties,’ with the sound track cut 
off and himself singing the song, 
‘Kiss Waltz.’ It doesn’t sync any 
too well, but it’s the one excuse for 
Withers being on the stage. 

Kauf. 


SHEPPS’ DOGS AND MONKS 
Animal Act 
9 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Turn makes a nice flash with a 
dozen cogs working against a spe- 
cial black velvet drop lightly 
worked up for a foliage suggestion. 
Dogs are immaculately white and 
entire act looks cared for. 

Most of the tricks are the usual 
stuff with only one monk working. 
Does the wire and a high jump. A 
second monk rides the back of one 
of the dogs, pooch doing a somer- 
sault with the smaller beast cling- 
ing to its back. Showy trick. 

All of the pups are tail waggers 
and seem to enjoy the work, Third 
monkey is used for comedy, crack- 
ing nuts with a couple of bricks, 


‘THE PIRATE QUEENS’ (6) 
Dancing, Acrobatics 
10 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Coliseum 

An act with piratical background, 
billed as ‘Pirate Queen,’ was around 
several years ago. It probably had 
no connection with this one except 
fn atmosphere and similarity of bill- 
ing. 
‘Pirate Queens’ is a group of six 
girls who mingle acrobatics with 
dance routines. They work together, 
singly and in doubles and trios, 
generally impressing by their style. 
{he act with which it might be con- 
fused consisted of a girl and six 
men, with a story and vocal back- 
ground. 

‘Queens’ opened the show up here 
Whursday night, getting ever nicely. 

Char, 


JOE MOSS and ORCHESTRA (23) 
Orchestra, Singing 
25 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Palace 

Joe Moss, as an orchestra leader, 
is not generally known to vaude- 
ville. He has confined much of his 
activity in an orchestra way to so- 
ciety work, broadcasting and nitery 
spots of the better calibre. Lately 
at the swank Hotel Pierre, New 
York, and previously on the Lucky 
Strike hour. That he may and 
ought to have some draw at the 
Palace over and above what the 
law of averages gives is probable. 

That he has an attraction which 
merits drawing and favorable com- 
ment is without probabilities. It’s 
certain. Moss may be making a 
slight error in showmanship to stick 
it out 25 minutes, although he has 
much to offer in the way of novel- 
ties, specialties and the like, but the 
danger of the running time hurting 
him is not serious, 


Moss’ band, in summery dressing, 
includes 14 men. Only one steps 
down front to engage in any kind 
of a number, a song double bit with 
a girl, but Moss still has plenty 
ahead of his band to trot out. 


In addition to the vocal singles, 
he has The Batchelors, quintet of 
harmonists, and the song team of 
Gracie Smith and Charlie Herbert. 
Each do their share. In the event 
of some cutting, there’d be no com- 
plaints, depending on how Moss and 
the theatres he plays feel about that 
running time. 

Batchelors work around a piano, 
singing through a mike, while the 
team works from there and down- 
stage. In connection with a barn- 
yard romance setup, too many 
choruses of which are done, Moss 
has some comedy slides thrown on 
the screen. They are of folks, cus- 
toms and spots of other days, styles, 
etc., getting laughs. Char, , 





STUART and LASH (11) 
Comedy Band 

34 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 


Booked, billed and plotted as two 
acts the combination can without 
trouble hold the next to shut and 
shut positions on most any pro- 
gram. They’re clever people, Stu- 
art and Lash, they work hard, they 
have a capable company and they 
are audience pleasers. 


If there’s any quarrel with the 
turn it’s the matter of time. They 
are on the stage just a bit too long 
—and too often. Might be better 
to let the other members of the 
troupe do a bit more work with the 
two chief progenitors out of sight. 
Two boys start the works as a 
team for good fast comedy. It’s 
rough stuff, hokumish, and even 
goes in for slapstick and seltzer 
bottle, but it’s laugh provoking. Ida 
Shibley walks on for a bit of chat- 
ter and a very neat high kick num- 
ber. This girl knows what high 
kicks mean, 

Curtain descends, annunciators 
announce ‘Glorious Girls,’ and an 
eight-girl band troupe is shown in 
front of a nice though gaudy set. 
Lash walks on presently to handle 
the baton and the clowning con- 
tinues. Lash also plays mandolin 
and scrapes at a violin for a few 
minutes. Stuart works on a har- 
monica for very good effect. Miss 
Shibley does another number. The 
giris continue playing. And Stuart 
and Lash continue clowning. 
Cutting five minutes from the 


last act would help considerably. 
Kauf. 





— 


MORLEY SISTERS (2) 
Songs 
8 Mins.; One 
Orpheum, N. Y. 
Alice and Dorothy Morley did a 
sister act for years. For some time 





they split up while Dorothy went 
into an act with her husband and 
Alice did a single which got high 
praise. Now the girls are together 
again and still a good team. 


They’ve discarded the high-yel- 
low make-up and work straight. 
No costume changes, but both are 
neatly attired at entrance. Several 
nice hot numbers are split between 
them and delivered for all they're 
worth. 

Deuced here, over easily, and 
okay for a spot farther up on the 
bill elsewhere. Kauf, 





JACK STARNES (4) 
Adagio 

13 Mins.; One, Full (Special) 
Coliseum 


A novel finish, creating an illu- 
sion, tops this adagio act’s other- 
wise average endeavors. A male 


;single, doing an introduction, also 
lessays talk between numbers but 
doesn’t get far on laughs. 


PALACE 


The grind policy here at $1 top, 
with either nine or 10 acts and some 
film short fillers, is slated to go out 
after this week. House is sched- 
uled for a combination policy of 
six acts and pictures, latter on 
second run following the Mayfair. 

It may be assumed, though this 
week's show does not offer convinc- 
ing indications, that out of all the 
recent indecision and despair, those 
behind the operation of the Palace 
are hoping current seven-day 
stretch will bring some light. 

Bad weather can hurt the best 
show, but good weather will never 
put over shows or a policy that does 
not possess the elements of sound 
showmanship. 

Palace policy is essentially an 
experiment, a result of operating 
minds that are looking for some- 
thing different. It’s neither one 
thing nor another. Thus, its trouble 
is double. 

Policy is neither that of the State 
as a combination which has its par- 
ticular, familiar draw, nor is it big 
time which made the Palace what 
it was in the past. It’s between the 
two. A picture alone would prob- 
ably have been better than vaude 
alone, as now, at popular prices on 
a grind basis, but with the capacity 
house would have to become a run, 
buying selections from the film 
product on a selective basis to even 
make out with that. 

Pop vaude and some film filler at 
$1 top has less of a chance than if 
the house was such a run, thoughin 
either case capacity is against the 
theatre. It was, has been and prob- 
ably still should be a big time vaude 
operation, getting its price by giv- 
ing a policy meriting it. 

Palace is not to be rated among 
modern playhouses in construction. 
It has a top gallery to which it is 
difficult to attract patrons. With 
the downstairs at $1 top, it is more 
difficult than ever to get people into 
those seats than when the lower 
floor levy was stiff and persons 
may have figured they were getting 
a bargain by go'™s up on the shelf. 
With six acts and a picture on 
second run, house would be trying 
something doubtful. The Mayfair 
on first run, to begin with, is none 
too well fortified with product. 
Also the two houses are within 
a good spit of each other. RKO 
seems ty predicate its planned new 
combination policy for the Palace 
on what Loew’s have in the Capitol 
and State. RKO compares its May- 
fair to Loew’s Capitol and its newly 
conceived .-Palace policy to the 
State. There is no parallel between 
the two houses of each circuit on 
operation and chances. 

On what is probably its final 
straight pop vaude show, the major 
Palace names are Herb Williams, 
next to shut, and Joe Moss’ Orches- 
tra (New Acts), preceding, on the 
show of nine acts. 

House out front again bills its 
stage outlay as 10 acts, advertising 
Moss’ orchestra and The Batche- 
lors, harmony quartet, working in 
it, into two attractions. At that the 
Moss orchestra and what it offers 
is as good as two or three acts, 
though quite long and sometimes 
threatening to weary the folks a 
little. Moss’ dynamic direction as- 
sists a lot in avoiding it. He’s at 
all times on the job, keeping things 
moving even if it may seem a lag 
is coming. 

Williams is also on long, giving 
‘em plenty. They'll probably carry 
him home to Long Island on a 
stretcher after this week's grind, if 
it isn’t after Saturday with its five 
shows. Some of the acts get in 
here as early as 8 a. m. Saturday 





the illusion when he holds the girl 
that she’s floating on air. First 
three-way adagio in the middle also 
includes some novel angles. Char, 


ROBBINS FAMILY (5) 
Acrobatics, Dancing 

10 Mins.; Full 
Academy 


Two boys, two girls and an elder- 
ly man, possibly the father of the 
quartet. Look like they may have 
come from the circus tent, 
Work starts slowly with the 
young quartet doing a very mild 
dance number. Old man wanders 
on for a couple of mild gags, and 
the four come back to really go to 
work, They’re all experts at 
ground tumbling and handle the 
stunts in a new way for vaude. 
Soan as they cut out the dance 
and hokum and settle down to 
straight acrobatics they'll be worth 
while for either end of any grade of 
vaudeville, Kauf, 


FOUR WARD BROTHERS 
Dances, Chatter, Comedy 
17 Mins.; One 
Grand Opera House 

Look like experienced performers 
whose forte is dancing, which is 
where they should stick. One also 
strums a uke or something, while 








| 


His final| It’s too badly done. 


two others attempt that dumb Brit- 
ish comickery of a couple of fops 
that won't hit with wise audiences. 
However, when 


stretch in one, in view of the net on|the four dance, or maybe three, col- 


comedy, entirely teo lung, but prob- 
ably padded in preparation for the 
last adagio number. 

In that number, done on a jet 
black stage, one of the three male 





handlers is also in black, creating’ clothes, 


lectively or individually, they please. 
With fixings look like a deucer for 
general playing in ‘B’ spots. 
Comedians spot evening outfits 
with monocles, others pair in street 
Shan, 


ty rehearse the show. It’s inore than 
a grind, it’s an endurance contest. 

Other acts, including several that 
have been at the Palace before, evi- 
denced an enthusiasm, mingled 
with hope, that’ has its sympathetic 
side. They all hate to see vaude 
dying. 

Folks may not want to ride in 
buggies now that automobiles are 
so modern and cheap, but when 
they laugh or listen the thrill is 
the same as it always has been. 
The main reason there is not much 
vaude around today is that there 
aren't many spots where people 
will support it. That is, if it isn’t 
kicked around by the men who are 
supposed to provide it. 

Between Williams and the other 
strong comedy act on the show, 
Clifford and Marion, there are al- 
most enough laughs to satisfy any 
one. The same amount would have 
gotten by at the Palace in its old 
two-a-day days, when to the 
clowning by Marie Marion, the com- 
edy from Jean Granese, Joe Penner 
and Lulu McConnell is added. 

Clifford and Marion are spotted 
sixth. Theirs is the best hand-grab- 
ber on the show next to Williams, 
unless a tie is claimed by Moss. 

Lulu McConnell works third in 
her old bridge game sketch, Joe 
Penner (New Acts) following. Lat- 
ter has worked hard and diligently 
over the years in picture houses 
and musicals mostly. He’s a type 
with an original comedy demeanor 
and salesmanship that has a place 
in vaude as well as picture theatres. 

Sight and novelty is provided by 
the opening, fifth and closing acts, 
respectively. Nellie Arnaut and 
Bros., ‘Living Jewelry’ and June 
Purlane and Co. They are Palace 
acts of the past on an if needed 
basis mostly, but while none are 
above average on merit at the same 
time they are not bciow that esti- 
mation. 

In addition to newsreel, including 
Pathe, Paramount and Universal 
clips, film filler includes an ‘Oswald 
the Rabbit’ cartoon (U). Numerous 
seats on the lower floor Saturday 
afternoon, begirining of the big ex- 
odus to the country, seashore, etc., 
etc., etc. Char. 


FORDHAM 


(‘Variety of Vanities’—Unit) 
It’s a trick taking several vaude- 
ville acts and personalities and 
tying them into a production unit 
somewhat along picture house lines. 
The picture people have long since 
learned it’s a trick, but around RKO 
numerous attempts in the past have 
gone haywire. Probably due to the 
talent, but importantly also because 
of staging. 

O. lL. Oz, himself a former vaude- 
villian, has the sixth sense required 
for units from all indications. His 
‘Variety of Vanities’ has entertain- 
ment appeal considerably above the 
average, The staging is show- 
manly. 

Divested of its unity, as a regular 
vaudeville show, Babe Egan and 
Redheads, Hughie Clarke, Johnny 
Tyrell and the others would prob- 
ably make a fair showing. Mixed 
together as in ‘Variety of Vanities,’ 
with a lot of special material staged, 
they go much farther than that. 
Unit runs an even hour, just 
right. Miss Egan precedes it in the 
spot, directing the orchestra for the 
regular overture. Her girl musi- 
cians are spotted in the dugout 
amongst the men. She and her 
musicianesses remain there for part 
of the unit, until necessary for them 
to mount the stage for the greater 
portion of the second half. 

Hughie Clarke, Johnny Tyrell, 
Collette Lyons; her teammate, 
Georgs Snyder, and others are in 
and out of the show from start to 
finish, Tyrell opening with his girls 
and most of Miss Lyons’ regular act 
following. 

Latter is in excellent form, clown- 
ing all over the place and the unit. 
In the spe2k set, occupying second 
half of unit, she and Clarke click 
nicely for laughs in the beer-drink- 
ing bit. Miss Egan is leading her 
band throughout this scene, which 
gathers nice entertainment mo- 
mentum, but lets down a trifle when 
Clarke and a girl dancer are in- 
jected for singles. This separates 
the beer bit and stew stuff from the 
finale, when effect of cops carrying 
people around on a pinch is pro- 
vided. Latter is by trick costumes 
worn by each principal. 

These two singles ahead could be 
cut: out. Clarke particularly has 
been on enough before, and if a 
wait must be filled the single high- 
kicking dancer alone ought to suf- 
fice. 

Helen Tijian, Lillian Lester and 
Olive McClure are dancers on the 
show, leaning mostly to acrobatic. 
One of the girls does a vamp bit 
with Clarke that steals plenty of 
laughs. 

In ach case the dance special- 
ties are up to and sometimes above 
standard. Three Rhythm Girls top 
anything in @ dancing way with 
their routine, exhibiting swell hoof- 
ery in a challenge, worked when 
first on. Among the virtues of the 
unit is its speed. Only in a couple 
of spots does its snappy pace let up 
at all. 

Business maybe poor up here Fri- 
day night, but due to the Demo- 
cratic show on the radio. With unit 





STATE 


Indifferent attendance that pre. 
vailed all over the mid-town New 
York district’ was reflected in the 
afternoon gathering at Broadway's 
principal drop-in house. Crowd used 
only about half the auditorium, and 
in consequence a first-rate enter- 
tainment just ambled along to small 
applause returns. For some reason 
this spot is acutely affected by the 
pall that always hangs over a small 
audience, 

Show was entitled to a better 
hearing, being nicely put together 
for the State grade of clientele, 
Feature, ‘Two Seconds’ (WB), hag 


sensational features that ought to 
recommend it to casual attendance, 
and the name of Edward G. Robin- 
son is a box-office name for the 
metropolitan passer-by. 


Bill played better than it reads, 
its one defect being the late spotting 
of Bernice Claire. Probably for the 
purposes of the State also the line- 
up is lacking in vigorous comedy, 
that important department being in 
the hands largely of the dependable 
Herman Timberg, next to closing, 
and Maddox and Mack, two lady 
clowns playing No. 3. Colby and 
Murphy dance flash, on No. 2, com- 
pletes the running schedule, from 
which the weakness in laugh values 
are apparent. 


Opener is Maxine and Bobby, an 
ideal matinee novelty, with its semi- 
comic trainer and a trained fox ter- 
ried of unusual dramatic talents, 
even including the feature trick of 
doing a jump-through-the-hoop in 
slow motion, quite a knockout of a 
feat and a strong finish for this 
show. Trainer has a shrewd lay- 
out, doing most of his cueing in neat 
pantomime. 


Colby and Murphy revue probably 
isn’t a new chapter in the many 
similar turns the stepping pair have 
turned out in the past few years, but 
the costumes and accessories look 
fresh. Light framework upon which 
the dance affair is hung is neatly 
established at the start with one of 
the boys and two girls done up as 
picture palace ushers in costume 
and appropriate song lyrics. Turn 
into a dance trio with spirited tap- 
ping and legmania. Yinale is a fast 
and graceful waltz adagio by. the 
principal pair for a nice, fast finish 
by all hands. 

Maddox and Mack out in ‘one’ for 
their familiar style of sister comedy 
chatter and knockabout, tall bru- 
nette in white and short blonde in 
trick pajama outfit, being neatly 
teamed for the ribbing chatter. 
Song by the brunette is incidental 
to the joshing, and the dance finish 
gets them away to fair total of re- 
sponse, 

Miss Claire was the victim of un- 
wise spotting. She demands a proper 
placing, for her effect depends upon 
an audience’s mood to accept her 
legitimate straight song turn. Fol- 
lowing a rowdy comedy interlude 
doesn’t produce the state of mind to 
take a straight concert item, be the 
singer ever so good to look at and 
her voice ever so agreeable to hear. 
Girl is simply garbed in a white 
evening frock of ingenue model and 
makes her way on her charming 
simplicity and grace of bearing. 


Timberg took command here, a 
well-established name and type of 
act for the house, and made his way 
nicely through 20 minutes or more 
of comedy antics with the aid of a 
foursome of stooges, including the 
same assistant whose barnstorming 
ham characterization still stands out 
in the routine. Golf dance with the 
second generation Timberg makes 
the excellent stepping finish. 


Closing turn is sensational. Kiku- 
tas, seven men and two girls, all 
Japanese, doing in polished style the 
usual routines of juggling and risley 
work, the latter having some first- 
rate bits, notably a full twister from 
foot balance on one bearer’s feet to 
a like stand on the second matman. 
Screen filler besides the Hearst 
news is a Metro-Goldwyn short, 
‘Sealskin,’ with Thelma White and 
Sazu Pitts, done in two fair reels. 
Nearly three hours of show and a 
bargain for the four-bit gate. 

Rush. 


ACADEMY 


Human nature doesn’t change 
much in the course of years. Neither 
does the taste of vaudeville audi- 
ences. They still want, as they 
always wanted, novelty. This thea- 
tre last Thursday night (30) demon- 
strated that. 


Five standard vaude acts, mostly 
pretty good, and pretty well di- 
versified, on the bill, But it took a 
foreign novelty act, a clown doing 
things in his own comfortable 
European fashion, to really wake 
the audience up. Pepito, the Span- 
ish clown, in third spot, on a hot 
night, managed the most complete 
show-stopper this theatre has seen 
in months. Even flashing the name 
of Grant Withers, the picture lad 


doing a p.a., on the enunciators 
couldn’t stop the applause for 
Pepito. Maybe the fact that the 


Academy has a pretty large foreign 
element in its attendance had some- 





u» here on screen ‘Strange Love of 
Molly Louvain’ (FN). Char. 


(Continued on page 31) 
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CAPITOL 


New York, June 26. 

Whether it happens by accident 
or is a matter of design, the week 
that marks the closing of the Roxy 
is marked at the Capitol, its nearest 
opposition, by a show highlighted 
with two especially brilliant and 
compelling ensemble dance arrange- 
ments by a chorus girl line aug- 


mented to 48. 

Inference is that the Capitol has 
put its best foot forward to make 
a bid for the now homeless Roxy- 
ette fans, an element that must run 
into considerable numbers. A time- 
ly bid for their interest is a nice 
stroke of business, and this week’s 
show is sure to arouse their inter- 


est. 

Not that the line displays make 
up the whole show, for it has first- 
rate comedy and specialty values 
besides, all blending neatly to make 
an agreeable composite with the 
current feature, ‘The Red-Headed 
Woman’ (Metro). 

Layout opens with a line display, 
sprightly in design, with the girls 
in scant tunics of white metallic 
material and jaunty plumes of 
white and black on their heads, all 
set out in contrast against a bril- 
liant blue background touched with 
silver. Neat drill formations and 
legmania for the routine. 

Stage closes into ‘two’ for en- 
trance of Nick Long, Jr., musical 
comedy dancer, who is compara- 
tively new to the picture houses, 
but adapting himself to that at- 
mosphere with the trouper knack 
you'd expect of the son of Nick 
Long and Idalene Cotton. Here he 
was functioning as m.c., an assign- 
ment he handled with commendable 
modesty. Opened with a first-rate 
bit of characteristic stepping, 
weaving in routines that look fresh 
and individual and creating strong 
interest on that ground. 


He made a brief and unassuming 
introduction of the Maxellos, risley 
novelty of five men and, one of the 
fastest acrobatic displays of the 
kind about. Boys have an air-tight 
routine of pedal dexterity and 
ground tumbling, with young Long 
ccming in toward the finish to get 
himself involved in their feats, 
giving the turn a capital comedy 
finish on their straight gymnastic 
work which had already sold itself 
emphatically. 

Girls back again here for the first 
of their two-part stepping click, 
half the group of 48 working in a 
brilliantly lighted box-like set of 
vivid yellow and all wearing dead 
black tights, jaunty jackets of a 
semi-Eaton cut and top hats. Stage 
is built high at the back with the 
floo., also of brilliant yellow, sloping 
sharply down to the apron, idea 
being to intensify the illusion of 
depth. Routine is mostly strut 
bits, girls’ figures standing out 
sharply in smash contrast. 


Buck and Bubbles on next to give 
the show a rowdy comedy flavor, 
although they nearly spoiled a good 
impression with bad talk stalling in 
fone’ for stage handling purposes. 


Then into the finale and the high 
light of the evening. Stage is this 
time the reverse of the yellow-and- 
black effect. Set is another box 
with a sloping bottom, only done 
altogether in deepest black. Girls 
are divided into four groups of 12 
each, bare-legged and wearing brief 
light-colored leotards, and lying flat 
on the pitched floor in four circles, 
heads at the outside ang feet toward 
the center. In this novel grouping 
they go through simultaneous leg 
and arm drills, white of the arms 
and legs moving in unison standing 
out against the black background 
for startling effects. Closed the 
show with a climax bit of spectacle 
and extraordinary applause ——— 

ush, 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 30. 


In the scramble for patronage 
every novelty in stage entertain- 
ment is being tried by local picture 
houses. Currently the presentation 
in this house is an all-girl affair, 
somewhat lacking in talent, comedy 
and staging. Over 50 girls, includ- 
ing Juanita Connor’s’ 17-piece 
femme band, are on the stage. 

Reaching for a finale, the curtain 
falls on a tableau of draped girls. 
In the case of two of the girls little 
is left to the imagination. Faulty 
lighting, in t’ at the girls are in a 
blaze of white light, makes the ex- 
panse of femininity harsh and ob- 
jectionable to the family trade. Un- 
draped femmes, no matter how at- 
tractive to the male portion, are 
dangerous displays in_ picture 
houses. 

Few laughs in the presentation 
are gathered by Claudia Coleman, 
comedy character woman with a 
routine of shop girl and flapper im- 
Pressions. Miss Coleman has played 
about everything in town. For 
present engagement she has Dixie 
Martin, colored six-year-old, who 
«.0sed here with Olsen and Johnson 
last week, on for one number. Inez 
King, blues singer now permanent 
at the Paramount, sang one num- 
ber, Harmony Synchronettes, 
femme singing trio, warbled a gl- 
ley ending with ‘Trees,’ having hres 


and Mackaill, interpretive dancers, /on their regular broadcast. 


doing a falling leaf dance in the 
background. Doris, Helen and Beth, 
acrobatic and tap dancers, came on 
for a combination acro and tap 
dance. 

Chorus worked three times. Best 
routine was a snake hip challenge 
dance. Miss Connor’s band plays 
one specialty in a ragged manner. 
Band was enlarged from 8 to 17 
pieces for this engagement. Evi- 
dently too few rehearsals were held. 

‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) is the 
screen attraction, with the house 
pretty thin at the 8 p.m. perform- 
ance Thursday, opening day. Tom 
Howard comedy and Par news 
clips completed the bill, Cail. 


STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 1. 


Lacking a welding quality, Fan- 
chon & Marco’s ‘Bombay’ unit as 
produced by Gae Foster falls into 
highly separate parts—production 
and vaudeville acts. Production 
starts strikingly with a fancifully 
lighteaG series of arm manipulation 
by the 10-girl chorus on pedestals, 
but when two similar routines were 
enacted later as the remaining con- 
tributions of the chorus, the entire 
unit sputtered to a fluttery demise. 


Gaylene and Durayne, contortion 
dancers, led the chorus in two of 
the three routines and unfortunately 
added to the impression of monot- 
ony, although they would have been 
an efficient duo in one appearance. 
A Buddha backdrop served for two 
of the routines, and a darkened stage 
served as setting for the other. 


There was an hilarious vaudeville 
period with the O’Connor family, 
which starts quietly as a two-man 
chatter and dance act and builds up 
as mama, sister, young brother and 
then two-year-old daughter dressed 
as a boy come on _ successively. 
Tossed about carelessly by his elder 
brothers, the second youngest kid 
gives the act its legitimate high 
point. Appearance of the two-year- 
old in a hoofing routine topped that 
in reception on its attractive ele- 
ment of ludicrousness. 


Flo Lewis, the billed headliner, 
and much plumper than in her 
earliest years as the red-headed 
flapper, is dressing like a maid ser- 
vant on her day off and using a 
male foil for on-the-make byplay in 
a toy automobile. Getting its laughs 
as it rambles along, the act has no 
forte upon which to pin itself and 
eventually dissolves into a straight 
walkoff for Miss Lewis. Her ex- 
perience should provide a better get- 
away and eliminate the inevitable 
disappointment at the finish. As it, 
she is eclipsed by the earlier O’Con- 
nors. 

Pasquali Bros., three hand-to- 
hand boys, are centered in the finale 
and accomplish their bit with prac- 
ticed ease. Then the entire unit 
troupe comes on for last-minute 
bows and the thing ends on a slow 
curtain. 

In one of their twice-yearly State 
bookings a collection of kids from 
the Meglin school follow the unit 
with a mother-thrilling assortment 
of dancing and singing. It’s an ex- 
cellent and cheap added draw dur- 
ing vacation, although a hot grind 
dance by a chorus of little girls in 
evening gowns doesn’t give the 


Phil Harris, singing bandmaster 
from Cocoanut Grove, is an added 
item for the evening shows this 
week, but doesn’t work matinees. 

- Feature ‘Society Girl’ (Fox), and 
trade started satisfactorily. Bang. 


DENVER 


Denver, June 29. 

For the overture Fred Schmitt's 
orchestra plays a medley of Tschai- 
kovsky classics, with Ralph Hansell, 
xylophonist, featured, closing with 
old reliable ‘1812.’ 


‘Malibu Beach’ on the _ stage 
opens with two cops sitting in 
police car, receiving radio orders 
from headquarters. Ordered to 
Malibu Beach to investigate steal- 
ing of necklace from Raquel Torres, 
appearing in person. 

First appearance of line with 
bathing suits, huge hats and gaily 
eolored capes and do a beach rou- 
tine with lifebelts. On their second 
entrance they drop all except bath- 
ing suits, and do their daily dozen 
on the beach before a golden sun- 
rise. 

Miss Torres enters and goes over 
brief business about necklace, then 
sings. Line, dressed in fighting togs 
and gloves, put on half motion 
fights at the same time. Ends with 
everybody taking the count. 

Miss Renee and Bernie and 
Walker spill wise cracks as the Gil- 
bert brothers get started with their 
gymnastics and bar work. Line in 
huge hats and long green dresses 
do combination of hooch and hula. 
Henry Therrien, in hobe outfit, 
sings to plaudits. Miss Torres does 
the hula before South Sea Island 
scenery, and the line in silver grass 
skirts finish with same dance. The 
final bit has to do with the finding 
of the necklace, Just a fair pro- 
duction. 

At the evening performances 
|during the week local radio com- | 
|}panies are appearing and putting | 





school the best type of advertising. | 


OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, June 24. 


Following a mixed newsreel and 
a Mickey Mouse animated cartoon, 
Olympia shows a long travelog of 
New Caledonia, French colony, with 
beautiful seashore shots remindful 
of ‘White Shadows.’ After this the 
orchestra, conducted by Georges 
Bailly, gives an overture from the 
pit, this time two dances by Brahms, 
much applauded. 

Stage presentation, titled ‘Ances- 


tors’ Hall,’ staged by Andre Bay, 
stars Harry Wills, dancer, who 
works in dress clothes and has 


tricks remindful of Hal Sherman. 
Wills has been booked for America 
by Earl Carroll. He is supported 
in this presentation by the 12 Mer- 
sey Girls, dressed as 17th century 
pages in white, who step up and 
down the stairs of an ancestral hall. 
Apart from Wills’ dancing, presen- 
tation is rather below the Olympia’s 
standard, both from producing and 
lighting angles. After this comes 
the feature, ‘Barranco,’ screening 
the popular comedian, Tramel. 
Mazi. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, July 2. 


Customers get 126 minutes of 
stage and screen for two-bits Sat- 
urday morning locally, but biz 
when caught the first show was off. 
If anything the Fox Brooklyn isn’t 
improving, but sliding backwards. 
Show handling and atmosphere is 
beginning to tell around here. The 
lustre of class operation is gone 
and so is the b. 0. Fanchon & 
Marco’s ‘Reflection’ on the stage. 
‘Bachelors’ Affairs’ (Fox) on the 
screen, besides Krazy Kat, Movie- 
tone and trailers. 

‘Reflections’ thing is cll panto ex- 
cept for Don Neece, a singer who 
might be a tenor or a baritone. Not 
a hotsy-totsy show. Lacks a laugh 
punch, It’s just a notice unit. 

Idea has some novel stage set- 
ting, however. That finale number 
with the polished steel screens as 
mirrors and the steel stage floor 
on which the ballerine, Marietta, 
does back bends and leg gyrations 
in bare toes against silver-white 
hangings and crystal fashioned 
hanging offers a_ setting punch. 
Customers got it quick and gave it 
a hand. 

Opening is also novel, although 
seen in New York on other stages, 
but probably copied somewhere 
along the line as the F. & M. piece 
has been on tour. The show lacks 
personality talent. 

Ward and Pinkie, boy and girl in 
panto comedy acrobatics, hits the 
‘two’ spot against a drop centered 
with a woman’s phiz against a 
hand mirror. Clad in blue, they 
come on after the Sunkist line did 
the opening reflection against a 
double scrim. Fancy piece, but 
shove over better in the middle, 
making a climax before the finale 
for the unit. 

Girls’ costumes attractive and in 
various movements go in _ for 
various colored wigs. These Sun- 
kists are all brunettes. Maybe that’s 
something. Ward and Pinkie man- 
age some laughs, but not from deep 
down. Not much grace to the turn. 
Girl’s makeup bad. 

A. Robins and his walking music 
store offered nothing new and takes 
it in ‘one’ against a drop with a 
badly painted piano sketched on it 
is too tame a turn for next to clos- 
ing. He was received pleasantly 
enough by the kids and femmes 
that hog the front seats to see Fred 
Mack and his muscians. They did 
a ‘Vagabond King’ overture and 
announced a new connection in 
Tommy Green as a singer. 

That ‘Only a Rose’ for a bow in 
at a house won't help Green much. 

Hal Beckett does his usual organ- 
log and has Ruth King. girl song 
plugger, on the organ with him. 
Lack of co-ordination in voice, not 
to mention organ and voice, was 
noticeable. Shan. 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, June 30. 

Second of the Peggy O'Neill-pro- 
duced presentations went Spanish, 
with Rosita Moreno headlining, Ar- 
manda Chirot and Don Smith hold- 
ing over, and Senor Rube Wolf gal- 
livanting through a lot of Castilian 
antics. Show, though heavy on 
hoofing, was neatly staged. 

Line of 16 girls, added last week, 
dressed up the offering with a trio 








of well-done, flashy numbers. The 
headlining Moreno did but two 
dances, Spanish and buck, and 
scored. 


Bob and Eula Buroff impressed 
with three dancing episodes, each 
originally routined and presented. 
Nice wardrobe helped a lot. Lester 
and Garson got over with gags and 
more hoofing. Alice Hamilton, 
probably the only femme monologist 
around here, pleased the natives 
with her old-timer’s chatter-in mod- 
ern slang. Armanda Chirot and Don 
Smith again landed with excellent 
singing. 

Rube Wolf, in addition to his 
m. c’ing, directed the stage band in 
two numbers, in which he trotted 





out the cornet for solos. 
‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ (Fox) 
Todd-Pitts comedy comers 


and a 
the 


bill. Biz pretty good. ock. 
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i NEWSREELS 








EMBASSY 


Broadway isn’t getting a chance 
to applaud Al Smith this week. 
Neither of the newsreel theatres is 
carrying even a flash of Smith.» 
While the Luxer, at least, records 
the placing of Smith’s name in the 
running and shows the Smith ban- 
ners, the Embassy, it would seem, 
carefully avoided anything even 
suggestive. 

Fox-Hearst cannot say it didn’t 
have time to catch the Smith an- 
gle. It was able to get a spotlight 
view of the Roosevelt banner cov- 
ering a good section of the Chicago 
stadium, It was able to get indi- 
vidual posters and smaller banners 
of Roosevelt. At that time, as was 
proven by Universal's coverage for 
the Luxer, there was plenty of 
Smith, paper about. 

Embassy audiences, according to 
audible comment at one of the Sat- 
urday matinees, were more than 
disappointed at the program avoid- 
ance of Smith. 

Both houses brought their cover- 
age up to the minute on Roosevelt's 
nomination. Pathe did a better job 
by getting the news in the record- 
ing, as well, although sound cover- 
age of the convention was credited 
Universal. The Pathe views were 
from the files and dealt with 
Roosevelt’s earlier political life. 


Not a single pair of hands in 
either house, however, were brought 
together over the Roosevelt victory 
or any of the Roosevelt views. 

Only audience reaction was that 
at the Luxer to wisecracks by Will 
Rogers and some dialog by Amos 
and Andy. Fox-Hearst passed both 
of these up. 

Embassy had the only views of 
the funeral of Father Duffy as well 
as the reception accorded the flier 
Hausner. 

To the Eucharistic Congress in 
Dublin F-H devoted considerable 
footage. <A field mass and almost 
an entire benediction service were 
included. 

Two fashion shows were worked 
in the program. The F-H boys in 
Paris concentrated on the upper 
form of swim suit models while 
Universal took it the formal way. 


TRANSLUX 


Better program here than thé 
Embassy this week, although there 
is sufficient of a sameness in the 
nature of events covered to make @ 
sitting at either suffice. 

Universal is giving Graham Mc« 
Namee a new dateline speech. Now, 
for instance, the audience hears of 
the earthquake occurring in Colima, 
Mex., last week as happening ‘12 
hours ago.’ The blast in Omaha, 
Neb., is referred to by McNamee as 
happening ‘early this morning.’ Idea 
would be better if the date of oce 
currence were mentioned in cone 
nection with the filming of such 
events. 

Paramount got first views of the 
Curtis ‘hoax trial’ to Broadway, Ex- 
cellent contact and camera work 
since even views of the courtroom, 
including jury, were included. High- 
light was silent pose of Curtis and 
his daughter on the courthouse 
steps. 

Hoover’s talk on world arms cut 
was credited to Paramount, the clip 
proving to be of minor audience 
interest. 

Both theatres caught Owen D. 
Young addressing students in his 
home town; Chancellor Von Pa- 
pen’s talk for Germany; French 
steeplechase; Sarazen winning U. & 
golf open; Bear Mountain swim« 
mers; Yale-Harvard boat race. 

Planes of all varieties were ing 
cluded in the Luxer program. First 
of all was radio telephonic com- 
municetion between a passenger 
plane and train in England. Then 
came a new type of windmill vehicle 
in Paris. A bat novelty in the U. 
and the air end of the Bonus Ex~« 
pedition were the ‘inals. 

A five-year-old Frisco golfey 
Massachusetts lad who can exhale 
smoke through his ears, smaller 
reproduction of Old Ironsides werg 
among other Luxer clips. Waly. 





Other Embassy show was a regulag 
in London. 

Other Embassy clips: Sokol gym« 
nasts, amusement park aerialists, 
British soldiers, Vienna dance 
school, autogiro over Manhattan, 
German soccer, Japanese athletes, 





Waly. 





Golden Gate, Frisco 


San Francisco, July 1. 

Last week of the recently inaugu- 
rated presentation policy looked like 
the production staff didn’t care. A 
dreary 50-minute stage _ session 
might better have been slashed to 30 
minutes, and everybody would have 
been a lot happier. 

Line of 14 girls, in for past month, 
are out, and femme appeal of the 
show taken care of by Six Lucky 
Girls, who did eight—count ’em— 
dancing numbers in a row—solos 
and unit work, doubles and trios— 
until the customers were punchy 
from flying hoofs. 

Jess Stafford band, signed by 
RKO for a week here, with Oakland 
to follow, played for the show and 
contributed several specialties that 
were okay. Band is w. k. here and 
liked. 

Three. Melvins did good acro stuff, 
but displayed gams that would look 
better in long trousers. Erner and 
Fisher clicked with hoke dancing. 
Charles Bennington and his news- 
boy band (eight) got over heavily. 
Ben Black produced. 

Biz off. ‘Fast Companions’ (Fox) 
feature. Bock, 





ACADEMY 


(Continued from page 30) 


thing to do with it, but more likely 
that the Spaniard has a clever and 
completely different type of act. It’s 
novelty. And it’s novelty that the 
customers want. 

Stage show started with the Rob- 
bins family (New Acts) in a pretty 
good acrobatic turn. Three Little 
Sachs, from radio, and with a radio 
rep, let down somewhat because the 
house amplification system wasn’t 
working, and then came Pepito. 
When Grant Withers (New Acts) 
finally got going the audience 
showed tepid interest. One thing 
that saves the Withers act from 
disaster is that Eddie Moran, work- 
ing with him, gets a few laughs on 
his own. 

Doc Baker in a neat nine-people 
flash, with the usual quick changes 
and a couple good ideas, finishes the 
show nicely. 

Just to make sure the customers 
were getting enough value for their 
quarters and 50-cent pieces the rest 
of the show consisted of the Shar- 
key-Schmeling fight pictures (con- 
currently with the Broadway show- 
ing at the Globe), ‘Strangers of the 
Evening’ (Tiff), a newsreel (Fox) 
and an amateur show. To make 
things even more enticing the an- 
nouncement was made that an 
automobile give-away will take 
place every Thursday night from 
now on, 





Kauf. 


Despite which business quite poor. | 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 2. 

Another of those five-in-fout 
shows, but this one can be legiti» 
mately billed as five acts despite 
Marty May performing first in hi 
own right and thereafter as pilo 
of Anatol Friedland’s ‘Showboat 
Revue.’ Line of demarcation be« 
tween the turns is sharp and clear, 

Hal LeRoy and Roscoe Arbuckle, 
in that order, get the tungstens out< 
side. That may strike many as @ 
reversal of natural sequences. Ceres 
tainly Arbuckle is of more general 
reputation. However, LeRoy is oné 
of show business’ own recent dis« 
coveries and now riding high as @ 
result of Ziegfeldian laurels. What- 
ever the reason—and any one of 
them may have been deliberate judge« 
ment not to overstress Arbuckle, 
who in the 10 years since 1922 hag 
just started to win public toleran 
—it was LeRoy and Arbuckle at th 
Palace, 

Blond Bob Ripa, spreading thosd 
molars in that wide open toothpastes 
ad smile, started the entertainment 
with educated sticks and balls. No 
trend in vaudeville, no altered policw 
need worry this bland youth. 8 
sells easily to any audience and in 
all languages. 

Marty May’s relaxed techniqué 
weakens venerated ideas concernin 
punchiness. Scarcely any of th 
newer generation of comedians are 
more nonchalant than this loitering 
lad. Dozens of stagestruck persong 
will possibly in the course of a route 
garner the thought that it’s all ag 
easy as May makes it seem. May 
is, however, not guilty of the ‘let-it« 
lay’ superciliousness that ruins & 
lot of funny men attempting t 
same way of doing things. 

In his own session May is assist 
by Jean Carroll. Her personality 
pliable, but her feet have a firm 
touch when tapping out a routiné 
upon the cleats. She is as comedis 
enne and as hoofer a soubret of 
demonstrated effectiveness. 

Various lassies in the ‘Showboa@ 
Revue’ rolled up successive clicks 
with their specialties. One of thd 
men sings nicely. Another, never 
opening his mouth, exists appar 
ently as a genteel foil. 

Arbuckle’s reception was warm 
but not wild. While avoiding a 
direct bids for sympathy, a coupl 
of remarks and lyrics are casual, 
but not pointed, openings for ap» 
plause. Saturday afternoon crowd 
refused to rise to the bait. Cross» 
fire with a stooge in a box is rep 
sponsible for the laughs. Many of 
them are good ones, although many 
are especially old and obvious, 
Stooge is a capable trouper with @ 
nice sense of timing. Arbuckle hims 
self has good diction and stagd 
poise, although a little shy on geni 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (July 9) 
THIS WEEK (July 2) 


Numerals in connection with bills below ind.cate opening cay ef 


show. whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 

Palace (9) 
Fred Keating 
Leon Janney 
Diamond Boys 
Ingeneucs 
(Others to fill) 

(2) 


Nellie Arnaut Co 
Jean Granese 

Lulu McConnell Co 
Joe Penner 





Living Jewelry 


Rosetta Duncan 

Russian Revels 
CHICAGO 
Palace (9) 

Ruiz & Bonita 

Eddie Garr 

Lamb & Bellit 

Nan Halperin 

Benny Meroff Orch 

(2) 


Bob Ripa 
Marty May 
Anatole’s Showboat 














“RESULT 


For Further 





IT 
PAYS TO PLAY 


JACK POWELL 


He's a 


See LEDDY & SMITH 


GETTER” 


“Perticklers” 














Clifford & Marion 
Joe Moss Orch 
Herb Williams 
June Parlane Co 


Coliseum 
Ist half (9-12) 
Henry Burbig Co 
Porcelain Romance 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
William O'Neal 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
$3 Melfords 
Maker & Redford 
Gale 4 
Cass Mack & O 
Ingenues 
Fordham 
Ist half (9-12) 
Lottice Howell 
Cass Mack & O 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
Bernice & Foran 
Simmons & McCoy 
Roscoe Arbuckle 
(One to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Theodores F & C 
Joe Morris Co 
Hobart Bosworth 
Henry Burbig Co 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (9) 
Fortunello & C 
Fred Leightner 
Ben Bernie Orch 
(One to > 


( 
Rio Rita 
Madison 

Ist half (9-12) 
Bernice & Foran 
Hobart Bosworth 
Irene Ricardo 
Corbitt-Convey Rev 
(One to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Calvert Irving & H 
Anthony & Rogers 
Pearl Regay Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Ben Beyer 
Lillian Astaire 
Owen Moore 
Joe Young Co 
Dancing Around 

ALBANY 


Palace 

Ist half (9-12) 
Casa & Lehn 
C Slim Timblin 
Everett Marshall 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (13-15) 
Arthur Petley 
Armida 
Hal LeRoy Co 
Wills & Davis 
(One to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Danny White Co 
Wally Sharples Co 
Tasty Jesters 
Chas Melson 





Cherry Blos’'m & J 


Fatty Arbuckle 

Hal LeRoy Co 
CLEVELAND 

Palace (9) 

Bob Ripa 

Olive Olsen 

J Weissmuller Co 

Joe Penner 

Frank ity 


(2 
Willie Mauss 
Ada Brown 
Lamb & Bellit 


Phil Baker 
Louis Mosconi Co 
105th St. (9) 

2 Daveys 

Alice Joy 

ees tater’: Rev 
) 


Jack Gwynne Co 
Sunshine Sammy 
Barney Grant Co 
Benny Ross 
Whiteside, A & B 
DENVER 
Keith’s (9) 
Bill Robinson Rev 


Rosette & Luttman 
Bud Harris 
Lita Grey Chaplin 
DeVito & Denny 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (9) 
Raymond & Ann 
Burroughs & Berke 
Chas Withers Co 
6 Avalons 
(Two to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s 


Gloria Lee & 

Victor Oliver 

Horace Heidt Orch 
(2) 

Benny Meroff Orch 
LITTLE ROCK 
Pulaski (9) 

May Wynne Co 


Daphne Pollard 
Leavitt & L’'kwood 


(2) 
Van Cello & M 
Scooter Lowry 
Barry & Whitledge 
Pearce & Velie 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (9) 
3 French Misses 
June Carr 
Nick Lucas 
Willie bad & McG 
(2) 


Reems Rio & K 
Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich 
LOUISVILLE 
Rialt 


alto 

ist half (9-13) 
Johnny Dove Co 
Krugel & Robles 
Gray Fam 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (14-16) 
Saul Brilliant Co 
Edith Bow 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
(Two to fill). 


. 











“Mike” 





OUT ON 


A Faunchon & Marco Tour 
BILL ARONSON 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 


Mimic 














ATLANTA 
Keith’s (2) 
Vernon Rathburn 

Don Zelaya 

Roy-Romero Rev 

Nelson & Knight 
BOSTON 


Boston (9) 
Evans Byce & G@ 
Boyd Senter 
Lewis Mack Co 
Frances White 
Lewis & Ames 
3 Whippets 


(2) 

Ralph Olsen Co 
Roxy LaRocca 
Smith & Puck 
Diamond Boys 
J & K Lee 
Gus Van 
Winnie & Dolly 

Keith’s (9) 
Muranid Girton & H 
Jack Pettit & B 
Al K Hall Co 
Adelaide Hall 
Tuto 


Floyd Gibbons 
DeLong Sis 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (9) 
T.ouis Mosceni Co 


Ada Drown 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Slate Bros 


IKkikuta Japs 
(2) 
Homer Romaine 
Casa & Lehn 
Bert i.ytell Co 


MEMPHIS 
Loew's State 
Ist half (14-16) 
Vernon Rathburn 

3 Bredwins 

Dawns Sis & C’d’x 

(One to fill) 
MINNEAPOLIS 

Keith’s (9) 

Dainty Ann Howe 

Joe Kelso 

James Hall 

Hill & Hoffman 

Carl Freed Orch 


(2) 
Howard, Sad@’le & B 
Lorraine & Digby 
Sidney Page Co 
N Thomas 5 

NASHVILLE 





Princess (8) 

Perry 2 & Taris 
| Jackson & Gardner 
Chapelle & Carlton 


(One to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
Kelth’s (9) 
Van Cello & M 
Scooter Lowry 
Barry & Whitlege 
Pearce & Velie 
(2) 


Johnny Dove Co 


Raymond Wilbert 
Fred Sanborne 
Golden Blondes 

2) 
3 French Misses 
June Carr 
Nick Lucas 
Willie West & McG 

M 


OMAHA 
Keith’s (9) 
Bud Harris Co 
Lita G Chaplin 
Devito & Denny 
9 


(2) 
Gloria Lee & H 2 
Horace Heidt Orch 
PATERSON 
Regent (9) 
Marcus Rev 
2d half (6-8) 
Hite Rennie & C 
Bernice & Foran 
Radio Rogues 
Kenneth HarMmn 


Al St John 

On Wah Tr 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (9) 

Clemens Belling 

Al Abbott 


Harrison & BEimo 

Joe Herbert 

B & R Goman 
2) 


3 Cossacks 

Cole Bros 

Harris Twins & L 
Sid Marion 
Princess Wahletka 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (9) 
Gloria Lee & S 
Maker & Redford 
Cherry Blos’m & J 
Wally Sharples Co 
Gus Van 
mnapemae 


(2) 
Murand Girton & H 
Raynor Tehr 
Frank Ellis Co 
Leon Janney 
Buster West Co 


Keith’s (9) 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
Hutchins & Smith 
Singer's or 

) 


Arthur Lefleur Co 
Slate Bros 

Alice Joy 
Withers & Moran 
Seiler & Wills 
SAN FRANCISCO 





Bobby May 
Evans & Mayer 
Don Santo & E 
Dave Jones & P 
Opportunity Rev 
(2) 
DeWolfe, M & F 
Madeline Patrice 
Raymond Wilbert 
Fred Sanborne 
Golden Blondes 
Keith’s (9) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Neal Sis 
Rath Bros 
Johnny Perkins 


) 
Clemens & Belling 
Al Abbott 
Harrison & Elmo 
Joe Herbert 
B & R Goman 
ST PAUL 
Keith’s (9) 
Howard, S & B 
Lorraine & Digby 
N Thomas 5 
Sidney Page Co 
3 Lamours 


(2) 
Large & Morgner 
Sibylla Bowan 
Milt Douglas Co 
Peter Higgins 
White & Manning 
Orpheum 
2d half (12-14) 
6 Saxonettes 
(Four to fill) 
TACOMA 
Keith’s (2) 
Clemens & Belling 
Al Abbott 
Harrison & Elme 
Joe Herbert 
B & R Goman 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
ist half (9-12) 
Forsythe S’m'n & F 
Walter Walters 
Rosetta Duncan 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (13-15) 
Fiesta of Mexico 
Tasty Yeast Jesters 
Edna Leedom 
Gerber Gaieties 
(One to fill) 
2d half (6-8) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Clyde Hager 
Ralph Cooper Bd 
Olive Olsen 
Leon's Ponies 


OY 
Keith’s (2) 








SON O’ 


Orpheum (9) 
Lya & Wolf Marcus Rev 
HARRY SAVOY 


SMILES 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 














Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 


1st half (9-12) 
LeBlan-DuCha’ Rv 
Franks & Irving 
Street Singer 

Kay, Hamlin & K’ 
(One to fill) 

2nd half (13-15) 
Jungleland 
Mammy 

Nord & Jeannie 
Archer & Jackson 
Willing Rev 


Orpheum 


Ist half (9-12) 
‘Rio Rita 
2nd half (13-15) 
Jean & Angie 
Cc McNally Co 
Stan Kavanagh 
Alex Hyde Orch 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (8) 
Karoli & Swanson 
Bill Telaak 
Ethel Merman 
George Sidney 
Tracey & Haye 


State (9) 


Serge Flash 
Buster Shaver Co 
Harry Rose 
Frescott 

Don Redman Orch 
(One to fill) 


BROOKLYN 
Gates 


Ist half (9-12) 
Jean & Angie 
Belle Blanche 
B Waters & S'e 
Neville Fleeson Co 

2nd half (13-15) 
Kay, Hamlin & K’ 
George Lyons 
White Dignem 
Radcliffe & Rogers 
Dancing Moderns 

Metropolitan (9) 
Nelson’s Elephants 
Bernice Claire 
Weist & Stanton Co 
Solly Ward Co 
Song Writers 

Valencia (8) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Bernard & Henrie 
Novello Bros 


Cab Calloway Orch 
ASTORIA 
Triboro 


1st half (9-12) 
Joe Fanton Co 
Marion Eddy 
Nord & Jeannie 
Stan Kavanagh 
Willing Rev 
2nd half (13-15) 
Millard Millicent 
J &N Kelly 
Ries & Dunn 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Lee, Lee, L’ & L’ 

BALTIMORE 

Century (9) 
Dorothea Co 
Yorke & King 
Carol Atherton 
Harry Losee 
Charles Chesney 
Rosemary Derring 

BOSTON 

Keith’s (9) 
Monroe & Grant 
Donovan Sis & B’ 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Jerome Marvin 
Anatole’s Co 


JERSEY CITY 
Loew’s (9) 
Casting Stars 
Joe Wong 
Pola Negri 
Joe Phillips 
Bernice & Emily 
MEMPHIS 
Loew’s (9) 
3 Biedwins 
V Rathburn Co 
Dawn Sis & FP’ 
Cadieux Co 
(One to fill) 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (9) 
Redford & Wallace 
Roger Williams 
Youngsters of Y't’y 


Brems, Fitz & M’ 
Wilson, Kep’e & B’ 
Palisades 


Loew's (9) 
Kawana 3 
Cahill & Maybelle 
Fantinos 
WASHINGTON 
Palace (9) 





Block & Sully 


‘On the Riviera’ 





WARNER 





ELIZABETH 
Ritz 
(8-11) 


half (5-7) 
& Alyse 
7 @& a 
Pease & Nelson 
Bob Hall 

Rhea & Mantilla 
PHILADELPHIA 





Edith Bow 

| Harry J Conley 

| Dawn Sis 

Paul Cadieux 
OAKLAND 
Keith’s (9) 

| DeWolf Mete’i & F 


Madeline VDatrice 


Earle (9) 

| Geo D Washington 

Herman Hyde Co 

Jack Whiting Co 
a7 


Elgins 


'S 


Waldman |} 


Boyce & Marsh 
Eddie White 
Rita Royce 
Stuart & Lash 
Glorious Girls 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (8) 
Ann Pritchard Co 
Ryan & Noblette 
Lester Cole Co 
Al Trahan Co 
1 





( 
|} Sam Krevoff Co 
Herman Hyde Co 
| Jack Mulhall Co 
Geo D Washington 


Fanchon 


& Marco 





BROOKLYN 
Fox (9) 
‘Chains’ I 
| Gold & Raye 
Paul Mall 
Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
Sunkist Ens 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (9) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Judy & Cheron 
Julian Hall 
Dorothy June 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (9) 
‘Gobs of Joy’ in B’ 
Arthur ‘Pat’ West 
Lee, Port & Dotty 
Pablo 
Eimer Herling 
Rose Marie Carter 
Myrna Modie 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO, ILL 
Tivoli (9) 
‘Tahiti’ I 





Dorothea 
Jue Fong 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUK’E, WIS. 
Wisconsin (9) 
‘Malibu Beach’ I 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Gilbert Bros 
Henri Therrien 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (9) 
‘Veils’ I 
Zelda Santley 
Conrad's Pigeons 
Edna Errico 
Madeline Schmid 
Merna Fortune 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (9) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Wilfrid ubois 
Jack Lester 
Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 





Ted Lewis & Bd 








Still on vacation. 
on RKO route. 


RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Open next week 








Rerl 
Bernardo De Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Gresham & Blake 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Sunkist Ens 
Uptown (9) 
‘Mystery’ I 
Michon Bros 
Duval 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 


CINCINNATI 
Albee (9) 

‘Town & Country’I 

Brox Sis 

Niles 

Novak & Fay 

Mildred Perlee 

Lewis Twins 

Sunkist Ens 

Bob, Bob & B’e 


DES MOINES 
Paramount (9) 
‘Night Club’ I 
Holland & Knight 
Deszo Retter 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 

Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 


‘Chicago Fairest* 
Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 
Russian C’ Actors 
Beth Lewis 
Carlyle Bennett 
Lucille & La Verne 
Chicago Fairest 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (7) 
‘Ubangi’ I 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings Co 
Fields & Bell 
Crosby Bros 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew’s State (8) 
‘Sweet & Lovely’ I 
Blanche Sweet 
& C Stroud 
Chamberlih & Hi'’s 
Loc Lorraine 
Al Rinker 
Cachalots 
MADISON 
Orpheum (9) 
‘Impressions’ I 





PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (9) 
‘Reflections’ I 
A Robins 
Marietta 
Ward & Pinkie 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 
Chalmers Ballet 
PORTLAND 
Paramount (9) 
‘Bughouse’ 
Charlie Foy Co 
Maxine Lewis 
Olga & Mischka 
Balalaika Orch 
SAN DIEGO 


Fox 
ist half (10-12) 
‘Bombay’ I 

Flo Lewis 
Pasquali Bros 
Gaylene & Durayne 
O'Connor Fam 

SA FRA 


‘Edwards’ 

Eddie Bruce 

4 Albee Sis 

Bill Aronson 

Kay Fayre 

Tony Pagliacci 

John Tio 
SEATTLE 
5th Ave. (9) 

‘Birthday Party’ 

Sylvia Clark 

F & W Lassiter 

Morgan & Stone 

Bobby Kuhn 


Sylvia “are 
ST. LOUIS 


Fox (9) 
‘Hello Parree’ 
Paul & N Ghezzi 
Lynn Cowan Co 
Ramon & Virginia 
Sunkist Ens 

TORONTO 

Imperial (9) 
‘R’'psody in R’thm’ 
Billy Gray 
Betty Fraser 
P Sydell & Sp’y 
Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Markert Ens 

VANCOUVER 

Orpheum (9) 
‘Buddies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 








Ist half (4-6) 
24 Breezy Babes 
Co as booked 

2d half (7-9) 


Natacha Nattova Jack Irwin 
4 Flushers John McAvoy 
Ducalion WASHINGTON 
Joe Rose Fox-Loew (9) 
Corinne ‘On the Riviera’ 
Sunkist Ens C Montenegro 
MEMPHIS Red Donahue & U’ 
State (9) Edwin George 
‘Cherry Blossoms’ I1| Lottie Mayer, Jr 
Frank Gaby Agnes Knox 
Bno Tr , Sunkist Ens 
Week of July 4 
Canterbury M. H. MILE END 


mpire 
Ist half (4-6) 
Dumarte & Denzer 
Co as booked 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: I. H. Herk; Joe Termini 











De Sutor Bros 
Johnson Clark 


Victoria Palace 
Hermione Baddeley 
Little Doreen 
Gerlys & Lysia 
Rudolph Sutton 
Gudley’s Co 
Coney Islanders 
Scott & Graham 
Jack Warman 
Noyes & Dee 
Mills & Bobbie 


BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Burke’s Voice Orch 
CLAPTON 
Rink 

Harry Wulson 
Yeomans & Starr 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Ist half (4-6) 
Helen Binnie 
Rudarni Dale 4 
2d half (7-9) 
Brodie & Steele 
Muldoon & O'Shea 
FINSBURY PARK 
Astoria 
Frakson 
Ronald Gourley 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Bogany C'll’ge B'’ys 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Nego 2 
Aubrey “ Haye 
IUTON 











Palace 
Greene Bros 


Torrani 


2d half (7-9) 
24 Breezy Babes 
Co as booked 

NEW CROSS 


Empire 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Lee Donn 
Wright & Marion 
Low & Webster 
Kenealy Sis 
Melburn 
Red Fred 


nema 

Ist half (4-6) 
De Sutor Bros 
Johnson Clark 

2a half (7-9) 
Helen Binnie 
Gerrard & Marylyn 
OLD KENT ROAD 


Astoria 
Alfredo’ Campoli 3 
Co as booked 

PECKHAM 

Tower 

ist haif (4-6) 
Gerrard & Marylyn 
Keith Wilbur 

2d half (7-9) 
Rudarni Dale 4 
Alec Halls & Page 

Palace 
3 Matas 
Terry Wilson 
SH’PH’RD’S BUSI! 

Pavilion 
E & E Franklin 

STREATHAM 

Astoria 

Human Voice Or 

STRATFORD 
Broadwo, 

Ist half (4-6) 





J Cheroy & Ptnar 


“1! Yvonne Morrow 





Picture 





Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (1) 
Rudy Vallee 
W & E Howard 
Ethel Merman 
Jimmy Savo 
Rubinoft 
‘Make Me a Star’ 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (1) 
Ed Lowry 
Chilton & Thokas 
Sophie Tucker 
‘Make Me a Star’ 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (8) 
‘Rhapsody in Blk’ 
Ethel Waters 
Pike Davis Orch 
Cecil Mack Choir 
Berry Bros 
Dusty Fletcher 


Valaida 

Blue McAllister 

Geneva Washington 

Pearl Wright 
Oriental (8) 

George Jessel 

Lillian Roth 
BuFFALO 
Buffalo (1) 

Mary Brian 

Ken Murray 

Armida 

Milton Charleston 

4 Carleton Boys 


‘Red Headed W'n' 
Detroit 
Fisher (1) 


Johnny Weissm'er 
Jack Pepper 
Madeline Berlo 
Jeanne Duveraux 
‘Make Me a Star’ 





Burt. Terrell 
2d half (7-9) 
6 Yale Boys 
Keith Wilbur 
Empire 
Hetty King 
Marie Lawton 
Harry Tate Jr 
Griffiths Bros 
Wensley & Dale 
Geo Hirsye 


Victor Moreton 
Frank Walla 


TOTTENHAM 
Palace 


Ist half (4-6) 
Alec Halls & Page 
Olive Tyson 

2d half (7-9) 
Sydney & Adelaide 





Co as booked 





PROVINCIAL 





BIRMINGHAM 

Empire 

Linga Singh 

3 Jolly Girls 

Seta Devi 

Leap Year Waltzes 

Haig & Escoft 

Yera Rudd 

Stewart & Camer'’n 

Jessim'n & R'bbins 
CARDIFF 


Capitol 
Rees 
pire 
George Hurd 
Murray & Mooney 
Barber & Stevens 
DUBLIN 
Capitol 
Harry & B Lester 
Carr Lynn 
Devitt & Browning 
HULL 


Palace 
Dr Raymond 
Pender Tr 
Herskind 

Olrac Tr 

Iris Carr 
Laurance Glenn 
Rupt Ingalese 


Edna 


Week of July 4 


Scotch Kelly 
LEED 


Empire 
Corham 
Paul England 
Bert Weston 
Leon & Alys 
Pell & Little 
Jock McKay 
3 Jossers 
Niobe 
Bobby Olrac 
Paramount 
Albert Sandler 3 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire 
Houston Sis 
Van Dock 
Mai & Drina 
M & H Nesbitt 
Ethel Hook 
Artemus 
Red Sylvester Co 
Osborne & Perryer 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 
Georgesco Bd 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 
Clapham & Dwyer 
10 Little Lillys 





Alvaretti & Jose 


Gertrude Concann'n 





Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 
Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 
Betty Wilson 
Grace Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Baronst 


Central P’k Casino 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 
Club Calais 
Jean Malin 
Lew Garcia Orch 
Francis Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Colleen Adams 
Enters & Borgia 
Connie’s inn 
Don Redmond Or 
J’zzlips Richardson 
3 Little Words 
Alice Joyce 
Cora Green 
Baby Cox 
Glennie Cheesman 
Paul Meeres 
Lois Deppe 
Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 
Cotton Club 
Aida Ward 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Cab Calloway Orch 
H'llyw’a Restaur’t 
Tommy Tucker Or 
Barron Judeth 
Faith Bacon 
Andre 4 
4 Climax’s 
Theo Thane 
John Walsh 
Nut Club 
4 Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Vie Dunne 
Joan Sennett 
Walsh Bros 
Billie Lane 
la Belle Rose 
3 Crane Sis 
3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 
La Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Ernie Vallee Orch 
Sylvia Henley 
Mollver Sis 
Ann White 
Arthur Hanson 


NEW YORK CITY 


Marie Atell 
Dorothy Croley 
Hileen Radigan 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 
Gertrude Niesen 


Old Vienna 
Florie Hutchison 
Gregory Grestrow 
6 Prater Singers 
Helen Polka Co 
Al Belasco 
Bela Loblov Orch 

Paramount Grill 
Beth Challis 
H'ly’w Collegians 
Melba Mason 
Oscar Grogan 
Julie Jenner 

Rainbow Inna 
Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 

Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanoff 

Show Place 
Sammy Walsh 
Sylvia Miller 
Eddie Joyce 
Val Vesto 
Kitty O’Dare 
Sydney Hawkins 
Mildres & Maurice 
Jean St John 
Betty & Andre 
Rita White 

Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 

Village Barn 
Reilly & Comfort 
Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 
Alma Smith 
Crockett M’tneers 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 
Babs Perkins 
Sh'riff J’sh Medders 
B'shf'l H’k Warren 
Teddy Black Orch 

Hunter Isle Inn 
Geo Owen Orch 
Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R’usseaus & K 
Edith Griffith 
Kentucky 2 

Pavillion Royal 





Helen Doyle 


Cafe de Alex 
Marie Valday 
Maria Alvarez 
Enrico Clausi 
Gorde Birch Orch 

Dells 


Ritz Bros 
J & E Torrence 
Joan Abbott 
Rome & Dunn 
Gus Arnheim Orch 
Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Roades 
Emil DeSolvi 
Harlan Hassburg 
Chas Agnew Orch 
‘rolics 
Romo Vincent 
Rose & Ray 
Lillian 


Lyte 
Barnes 


Smith Ballew Or 


CHICAGO 


Inna Miraeva 
Vera Streleska 
Vova Prozenko 
Prin Gedevanova 
Marutsia Morozova 
Jasha Yakovleff 
Shura Petroff 
Terrace Garden 
Tex Morrisey 
Florrie O'Day 
Reynolds Sis 
Libby & Katya 
Joe Cassidy 
Frankie Masters Or 
Lincoin Tavern 
Louise Cook 
Ivy Anderson 
Kid Charleston 
Fredi & Moriet 
Earl Burtnett Or 
Vaniiy Fair 





Ruby Shaw 
George Devron Or 
Russian Village 





George Nelidoff 


Jack White 

Julia Gerity 

| LaFayette & LaV 
| Genevieve Tigh 
‘Leo Wolf Orch 


Gyp Control Lost 





(Continued from page 1) 


price, the simple requirement being 
that 10% applies on such excesg 
—not 50% as formerly. Latter wag 
a regulation of a previous Congresg 
which aimed to control gypping, 


New law leaves that field wide 
open, 
The curious feature of the new 


law is that while there is no penalty 
on high premiums, there is a pen- 
alty for cut rating. There is no 
doubt about the intent regarding 
reduced prices—tickets sold under 
the regular price must be accom. 
panied by a 10% tax on the origi. 
nal or box office price. Cut rateg 
are mentioned throughout the text 
of the law. It would seem that the 
framers concentrated on Broadway, 
so exacting are the regulations, 
What applies to cut rates goes for 
prices reduced directly at the box 
office, also free passes both of which 
imposts are further managerial an- 
noyances. 


The cut rating of tickets as es- 
tablished by the late Joe Leblang 
and continued as an enterprise by 
his widow, is singled out for taxa- 
tion, it would seem, by the new 
admissions tax law. Regardless of 
the managerial pros and cons of 
that portion of the ticket business, 
bargain tickets disposals have aided 
any number of shows. 


Tax Reaches 24% 

One department in the cut rates 
had a fixed policy of selling at half 
price. A $3 ticket was received 
from the box office at $1.25 and sold 
tax therefore was 15 cents. Under 
a previous ruling the tax was based 
on the actual selling price and the 
tax therefore was l5cents. Under 
the new law the tax demanded is 
30 cents,on such tickets (10% on 
$3 the original price). That means 
the patron must pay 20% tax and 
based on the price from the box 
office to the cut rate agency ($1.25), 
the tax is 24%. 

Reaction by the public as to the 
payment of the new tax has not 
been had as yet. It is expected 
that the cut rate agency will be 
forced to revise the prices paid the- 
atres. Instead of $1.25 per ticket 
the rate will probably be $1.10. 
That would force theatres to pay. 
half of the tax which the new law 
exacts on bargain tickets. The 
legality of the provisions covering 
reduced priced tickets may be put 
up to the courts, but no move has 
been made in that direction as yet. 
With show business at low ebb the 
matter is not as complicated as it 
will be when the new season starts. 
Some box office treasurers are 
proceeding on their own, not hav- 
ing been officially advised of the 
new regulations. In some theatres 
where tickets are chopped (prices 
reduced, a hard ticket stamped with 
the actual selling price replacing 
the stub usually taken up by the 
ticket taker) the tax is being cole 
lected on just what the customer 
pays. In other box offices the tax 
on the full price of the ticket is 
being collected. The tax collector 
has ruled ‘that that is what the law 
requires. 

One attraction has been distrib- 
uting passes exchangeable plus 50 
and 75 cents ‘for a $3 show.’ The 
box office has been stamping the 
back of the tickets at whichever 
price the customer pays and is pay- 
ing the tax itself—that is five cents 
if the customer pays 50 cents and 
eight cents if 75 cents is paid. In 
this case tickets have the printed 
price of $2 and the ruling is that 20 
cents is required on each ticket 80 
sold. 





Ed.-W.W. Meets 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
After attending two-day sales 
conference of Educational. World 
Wide division managers here, J0® 
Goldberg left Thursday night (30) 
for San Francisco to hold a local 
sales meet. 

Other meetings will be held by 
Goldberg on his way back east, at 
exchanges in Portland, Seattle, Min- 
neapolis, and Chicago. 





Al Hirsch’s New Post 


Al Hirsch has teen moved from 
the Paramount story department to 


supervision of a newly created 
publicity service for Par'’s own 
(Publix) theatres. The service 1S 


designed especially for theatres and 
their use locally. 
Late: on, the service may be eXe 





tended to include all theatres plays 
ing Par product. 
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Tuesday, July 5, 1932 


TIMES SQUARE—SPORTS 


VARIETY 
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Diary of a Stooge 


By Claude Binyon 








¥ 
Hollywoodland, Friday. 

Yesterday I was so upset about 
Tillie doing so good that I forgot 
to give Mr. Bowery his checks to 
sign that I wrote for him. We 
handled it this evening when he 
came home, and he said I could pass 
as a secretary if I learned to write 
better. 

I told him his mail was all bills 
and people asking for money, and 
he asked me what's the difference, 
and I said none. So we ate dinner 
that Napoleon made for us and 
then Mr. Bowery took me to the 
Chinese where Greta Garbo is. A 
Jot of people yelled hello to Mr. 
Bowery and he introduced me as 
his private secretary and confiden- 
tial banjo player. I had a fine time 
and people like me a lot. 

When we got home I answered a 
letter that Mom wrote and told her 
about being Mr. Bowery’s private 
gecretary. I said it was a job that 
made me use my brain instead of 
being hit with tomatoes or making 
a fool of myself in moving pictures. 

If she thinks that means Tillie 
it’s not my fault. 





Hollywoodland, Saturday. 

Mr. Bowery must think I don’t 
mean what I say. This afternoon 
when he came home from the studio 
he brought Tillie with him! 

It was all kind of sudden and 
made my. face feel like it was 
swollen up, because Tillie has 
learned a lot of things about how 
to look pretty and she already had 
the best build in Peoria. 

‘Don’t you two people remember 
each other?’ Mr. Bowery asked us. 
We just stood and looked away 
from each other for a while, and 
then Tillie said, ‘Hello.’ 

‘How do you do?’ I said back at 
her, as though she was a bill col- 
lector. 

‘Don’t be such a baby,’ Bowery 


said to me. 
That made me mad. ‘I’m not a 
baby,’ I said. ‘I am your private 


secretary and all I have to do is 
be polite to your guests. I don’t 
have to fall all over their necks.’ 
Mr. Bowery laughed and Tillie 
tried to smile. ‘California is very 


(Continued on page 41) 


CLASS PROS LET DOWN 
HAIR FOR GRUB’S SAKE 


Holiywood, July 4. 

Willie Hunter, one of the coun- 
try’s ace golf professionals, is cur- 
rently giving lessons at a local 
practice driving range. 

Other pros are looking around for 
new locations where they can teach 
golf, business at the class private 
clubs being at a standstill. Pros 
gay the roadside ranges are more 
lucrative than private clubs where 
the market and general conditions 
— slowed up the members’ spend- 
ng. 











EX-WIFE FIGHTS DIVORCE 


Decree Granted on Charge She Up- 
braided Spouse as Actor 








Los Angeles, July 4. 

Through her attorney, J. L. Jack- 
s0n, Mrs. Helen Davidson has filed 
&@ motion in Superior Court here to 
vacate a judgment awarding her 
husband, William B. Davidson, a di- 
vorce, and asking permission to file 
an answer and complaint. 

Davidson secured the interlocutory 
divorce in April, when he charged 
his wife had deserted him and be- 
fore that upbraided him for being 
an actor. He testified that she said 
he was no he-man, and that she'd 
rather see him dig ditches than be 
an actor. 


Blonde Darkens Hair, 
And Meets the Law 


Pittsburgh, July 4. 

Going from platinum blonde to 
brunette brought Patricia Claire, 
former chorus girl at the Enright, 
into court here last week. When 
Miss Claire’s hair turned dark via 
the dye route, so did the wall-paper 
in her room and the tub in an ad- 
joining bathroom. 

As a result her landlady called a 








Card Matinees Off 





One of the popular hotels 
uses second floor rooms for 
afternoon card and backgam- 
mon games. Charge was $15 
per session. Rate now is $5 
for afternoons with few takers. 

Revenue from these is ’way 
down, too, because the players 
are not using much charged 
water and ginger ale. 














Policeman and had the chorine 
taken to a magistrate’s office, Miss | 
j 


Claire promised to make amends 
and was released. 


Gagster Minevitch 
Got Himself Gagged, 
And Good This Time 


Borrah Minevitch’s disappearance 
abroad, and subsequent discovery, 
was not strictly a press stunt, al- 
though it started as somewhat of a 
lark. Those who knew the prankful 
virtuoso of the harmonica were only 
somewhat sustained through the 
disturbing press service reports 
from the Riviera by a belief it was 
another of Minevitch’s gags, ai- 


though the manner in which it had 
prostrated his mother offset that 
belief, as he is known to be very 
much attached to his family. 

Minevitch had been shanghaied 
by some Corsican seaman on the 
sloop he had chartered to make the 
hop from the south of France to 
Tunis, North Africa. Having 
promised the Corsicans 1,000 francs 
a day ($40), the sailors decided to 
stall en route (at $40 per daily 
stall), with the result that when he 
was four days overdue, his wife, the 
former Betty Bruce Henry, who had 
accompanied him abroad, became 
alarmed. She had started out on 
the African trip but changed her 
mind and returned to Paris. 

The feeling that it was a lark 
was supported by the name of the 
private sloop being Lydia Ellen,’ 
which is the name of the recently 
born Minevitch heiress. But when 
even his phlegmatic wife in Paris, 
who is used to Minevitch’s extreme 
idea of gags, didn’t hear from her 





husband, she too became mildly 
alarmed. 

The zx < »ehind the entire trip to 
Tunis *.:° Minevitch’s statement 
tha: if se became the father of a 


girl he’d disown it and go to Africa. 
It’s strictly his idea of comedy as 
he’s as enthusiastic about baby 
Lydia as if it had been born a Bor- 
rah, Jr. When Minevitch went 
abroad in the Roxy-Martin Beck 
party, he persisted that he was 
going to Africa to ‘get away from 
it all.’ 

It got so on Rothafel’s nerves in 
London that Roxy made $1,000 bet 
with Minevitch with the latter ask- 
ing Rothafel: ‘Well, if I send you 
a cable from Africa, and also a 
letter or card, with an African post- 
mark, will you believe me?’ Which 
prompted Minevitch to make the 
hop across the Mediterranean from 
the south of France to Tunis in 


| North Africa. 


Minevitch phoned to Paris from 
Bandol, near Toulon on the French 
Mediterranean, that he had been 
compelled to trade all his funds, 
his clothes and the sloop Lydia 
Ellen for his freedom from the buc- 
caneering Corsican sailors, and had 
yet to make Africa. He asked his 
wife in Paris to arrange for pas- 
sage back to the States where Roxy 
will collect if he can catch, 





MARRIAGES 


Jean Harlow, film actress, to Paul 
Bern July 2 in Los Angeles, Bern 
is a Metro executive. 

Harry Flamm, vaude agent, to 
Estelle Almon; non-pro, July 3, in 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Danny Beck of the ‘Star Night’ 
Publix review, and Dolores Hart, 
RKO performer, were married by 
Supreme Court Justice Noonan in 
Buffalo, June 28. Betty Compson 
was matron of honor. 

Marion Talley to Michael Rauch- 
eisan, in White Plains, N. Y., June 
30. Bride is the retired opera 
singer. Groom a pianist. 

Evelyn Perry in Fanchon and 
Marco unit, to Bill Usilton, in New 
York June 25. Groom does the pub- 
icity and exploitation for the 
Bronx RKO houses. 

Julia Mooney, showgirl, to Ber- 
nard S. Glick, non-pro, New York, 
June 28, 


signing from a golf club if the by- 


STYMIED 


Can't Quit Golf Club Unless Okayed, 
L. A. Judge Rules 








Los Angeles, July 4. 





There is no such thing as re- 


laws and constitution of the organi- | 
zation say that the board of direc- 
| tors must accept the resignation and | 
|the directors refuse to do so, Judge | 
| Thomas Gould has ruled in Los An- | 
|geles Superior Court. | 
John R. Haynes sued the Annan- | 
dale Golf Club to compel the ritzy | 
Pasadena course to accept his res- | 
ignation. By-laws of the club pro- | 
vided that the board of directors | 
must give each withdrawing mem- | 
ber the nod. 


Judge conceded that the 
was onerous and burdensome, 
held that Haynes was bound by the | 
|terms of the contract, ag incorpor- | 
jated in the rules of the club and} 
cou'd not be given any relief from 
his liability to pay dues and other 
obligations that the club might in- 
cur. 


N. Y. “GRAPHIC 
MAY SUSPEND 


About a year ago, Bernarr Mac- 
fadden was reported having had an 
effer for $1,500,000 for the purchase 
of his evening tabloid, the New 
York ‘Graphic.’ Latter part of last 
week a yojuntary petition in bank- 


ruptcy was filed by the same paper. 
Its status now is about the same as 
it was at the time of the reported 
offer. 

Sundry rumors have been current, 
but denied all around, that the 
‘Mirror’ (morning tab, A. J. Kobler 
publisher) was thinking of a merger 
with the ‘Graphic.’ The dope was 
that the ‘Mirror’ figured it had a 
better chance by switching itself to 
an evening tabloid. 

Daily Graphic, Inc., may suspend 
publication the middle of this week 
it was last reported. Schedules 
filed by Joseph Schultz, Macfadden 
attorney, list liabilities of over 
$760,000, owed mainly to Macfadden 
Publications, Inc., and assets of 
$165,000, plus good-will and other 
intangibles. Circulation is 237,000, 
and about 300 persons are employed. 

Started in '24 

The ‘Graphic,’ as a subsidiary en- 
terprise of the Macfadden Publica- 
tions, was started as New York’s 
only evening tab Sept. 15, 1924. A 
formal statement volunteered the 
information that the holding com- 
pany felt that no further advances 
to the ‘Graphic’ were warranted in 
view of conditions, 

A plan inaugurated three weeks 
ago for the employees of the ‘Graph- 
ic’ to buy the paper, paying 10% out 
of their weekly salaries, brought 
some $5,000, which moneys will be 
refunded to those who subscribed. 

Since the ‘Graphic’ has been in 
existence, libel suits totaling $7,000,- 
000 were filed against it, but only 
$5,300 in judgments and settlements 
were actually expended. 

Of the $760,000 liabilities, Mac- 
fadden Publications is listed for 
$687,000 for moneys and materials 
loaned and advanced. Graphic 
Building, Inc., of 1926 Broadway, 
New York (the headquarters of 
Macfadden Pubs) also claims $23,000 
for rent and Perkins-Goodwin Co. 
has a bill for paper for $33,700. 

Ed Sullivan, former sports writer, 
succeeded Walter Winchell as the 


rule 
but 








‘Graphic’s’ Broadway columnist 
when Winchell shifted to the 
‘Mirror. Sullivan has a contract 


with Macfadden Pubs, not Graphic, 


Inc., so he’s little concerned. It has 
two years to run. 
Macfadden Publications, Inc., is 


also reported putting in a general 
5-15% cut thro shout its organiza- 
tion. A 10% cut went into force 
Jan. 1. 





Block-Aid’s $35,000 


The Times §$Sq. sector in the 
Block-Aid campaign, with a quota 
of $35,000, already has $31,000 sub- 
scribed under Edgar Allen’s direc- 
tion. 

The former vaudeville man is in 
charge of the drive, on a straight 
salary arrangement, and with the 
aid of theatrical lieutenants for the 
42d St.-59th St. and 5ith-Sth Ave. 





sector, he has canvassed every- 
thing. The $35,000 quota must be in| 
iby July 15. 


‘Tm Teles You 


By Jack Osterman 


+ 





Framing Walker 





Character of the city official 
to be picture in ‘Night Mayor’ 


will be developed pygsy from 
grab shots of Mayor Jimmy 
Walker. Columbia is looking 


for stills of Hizzoner showing 
him in various poses and cos- 
tumes. 

Among snapshots sought are 
those taken of him when at 
Palm Springs in his silk pa- 


jamas and Gandhi sheet.— 
From Variety's Hollywood 
Bulletin, 











Las Vegas Resumes 
Biz After Bombings 
Ruffle Fright Wig 


Los Angeles, July 4. 


Picture people returning from Las 
Vegas, one of the two wide open 
spots in Nevada, bring reports of a 
resumption of unrestricted gaming, 
and with saloons doing a landoffice 
biz. Recent bombings, outgrowth of 
a gang war between rival bootleg 
factions, closed the town up for a 
few days, and a number of the more 
shady joints are still locked. 

The A-1 up-and-up resorts, how- 
ever, are again doing business, and 
flourishing, according to reports. 
Good grades of liquor are retailing 
across the bar at 35c. and 50c., and 
there is a heavy demand for Cana- 
dian beer, with seemingly an unlim- 
ited supply. Prices for the best 
grades of liquor are low when pur- 
chased in bulk. Beer is down to 
$30.00 a barrel (pints). 

24-Hour Service 

Cafes, and the adjacent gaming 
tables are virtually open 24 hours a 
day, with trade taking another jump 
July 1, when an additional 1,000 men 
went to work on Boulder dam, close 
by. 

Las Vegas is 300 miles northeast 
of Los Angeles, reacled over the 
finest kind of paved roads. Absence 
of ‘gypping’ at the better type of 
resorts is proving a lure, especially 
for the picture crowd. 

Town leaders are sending out 
word that things are perfectly sate 
for the visitors and point with pride 
to fact that the leading resort is 
next door to the police station, and 
the second best cafe-gaming house 
immediately adjoins the county jail. 


Married 61 Yrs. 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

George Mooser, showman, to San 
Francisco this week-end to attend 
6lst wedding anniversary of his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel 
Mooeser. 

The same day is also the 9ist 
birthday of his father. 














Juice Joint Floor Show 
Tfexico City, July 4. 

Soft drink vaude combo, shows 
free for patrons, attempted in a 
new theatre on a local main stem 
folded pronto. F 

Management admits there was 
plenty talent eager to function on 
a co-op basis, but couldn’t be 
made to pay. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Tracy, son, 
Good Samaritan hospital, Los 
Angeles, July 1. Mother is Louise 
Treadwell, former stage actress. 
Tracy is screen player. 





Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kaiser, 
daughter, in New Haven, July 1. 
Father is with Arthur Theatres 
Corp. 


Mr. and Mrs. Lou Strauss, son, 
June 30 in New York. Father is of 
Strauss & Grannis, press agents. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Clifford, twins, 
boy and girl, in Hollywood June 29. 
Father is the picture actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jascha Heifetz, son, 
at the Cedars of Lebanon hospital, 
Saturday (25). Mother is the for- 
mer Florence Vidor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Bradfield, 





OSTERMAN’S DECLARATION 
OF INDEPENDENCE. 

Dear Ed (not Suliivan): 

the Fourth of July rolled 
around we figured now would be 
the time to declare ourselves and 
also try to establish our independ« 
ence, 

We are going on our sixth month 
longest 
run any actor, outside of those in 


‘Of Thee I Sing,’ has had this sea« 
son. We've adhered to all the ruleg 
of your publication and have kept 
as quiet as possible in the office 
while the other muggs were asking 
their associates how to spell words, 
When we had a grouch we took 
your tip and looked at Pulaski s9 
we could smile. 

If breaking Abel Green’s types= 
writer is cause for dismissal, we 
apologize. We also apologize for 
stumbling over Joe Bigelow, thinke- 
ing it was a dark corner. Too, we 
ask forgiviness for using your RKO 
pass one night at the Palace, and 
remind us never to borrow it 
again, 

And so now on this glorious 
Fourth (this is the first and it’s a 
swell day) we would like to declare 
ourselves on a few subjects. 

You must admit the column hag 
been kept clean, that probably ace 
counts for us not getting paid. You 
must admit we've tried to be differ« 
ent. In your copy reading you have 
yet to run across anything pertaing 
ing to George Jessel and Norma 
Talmadge. Did we harp on Siro« 
vich while he hopped on the critics? 
No. Did we say we were going to 
do a co-operative show, while every-« 
one but the doorman at the Astor 
p'anned one? No. Did we kick bes« 
cause we had to sit through threé 
palockas while Abel got the opeaing 
night seats for ‘Show Boat’? No, 
So Ostermar is mighty easy to get 
along with and therefore wants to 
declare, without deletion, that Jerry 
Yald got a tough break. B’way 
patted him on the back, as usual, 
as long as he had a pencil and pad 
in his pocket, but we have every 
reason to believe he'll come back 
somewhere, 

We declare the outcome of the 
Palace situation a very sad thing. 
You can’t headline microphones and 


As 


con ‘Variety,’ which is the 


;expect to turn them away, unless 


you want to turn them away over to 
the Paramount. They offered us 
three Saturday night appearances 
for nothing, but we figured unless 
we could get six, to hell with it. 

We declare that Lew Brown has 
one of the keenest minds in show 
business and his crack is price< 
less about feeling so bad that doc« 
tors hate to examine him because 
afterwards the m. d. is sick. 

We declare Billy LaHifft has the 
coolest tavern in the country and 
that in checking up we have men- 
tioned Moore’s more than anyone, 

We declare that all the news- 
paper boys have been very nice to 
us and we appreciate it. 

We declare that being a leader of 

an orchestra gives us a great kick, 
You know -we’re at the Sea Preeze 
Beach Club, West Long Beach, 
every night, with a very torrid oute 
fit (plug). 
We had a swell opening, but one 
of your other men covered it, I hope, 
After all, being a leader and m. ¢, 
is enough for one night, although 
it would be much easier to be a 
critic, we imagine. 

Well, hope the boys had a nice 
holiday and all we ask of you is 
bigger pads and sharper pencils. 
And if it ever occurs to you that we 
would like some coin, the same color 
as some of those other phoney’s on 
your rag knock off, give us a ring. 
Your loving ‘cub’ (we nearly forgot 
to ask you, ARE YOU READING?) 

Jackie, 





Flag as Tipoff 


San Francisco, July 4. 

First of those ‘where shall we go’ 
cruises has started here, an outfit 
calling itself Bankers’ Travel Serv- 
ice promoting a series of ‘house 
party cruises’ on ships flying the 
Greek flag. 

Flag is the tipoff that liquor fg 
sold aboard, brochures on the 
cruises offering ‘all the European 





daughter, May 25, in Los Angeles. 
Father is concert master at Loew's | 





State. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fulton! 
Oursler (Grace Perkins), son, Fal- | 


4mouth Heights, Mass. June 28. i 


beverages you can drink with 
meals. ‘A limited passenger list 
that encourages intimacy’ is another 
catch line. 

Tariff ranges from $40 to $130, 
depending upon length of trip. 
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K. Foster his ‘Southland.’ 
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East e eye Patsy Kelly cast leads. Phil Baker 
names his show ‘Laugh It Off’ and 
e VW S rom e al 1es8 rehearses next week. Billy Rose 
Helen Gertrude Swaze,y Williams, I: calling his ‘Bottoms Up,’ and Aion 


75, once a star bareback rider, badly | 


injured when struck by an auto in 
Haverhill, Mass., June 27. 

Pola Negri in N, Y. following her 
road tour, 





— —e 


Olga Petrova back to N. Y. on the 
Paris weeps to ship news reporters 
about instability of American mar- 
riages. Nothing personal. 





Charles MacArthur and Helen 
Hayes (Mrs. MacArthur) back from 
Surope deprecate alienation suit by 
Caryl Frink MacArthur, Chi film 
critic. 





Out of 216 fines of $25 or two days 
for dry violations, 116 elected to 
take the two days. More time than 
coin. 





Oceanside theatre, Magnolia, 
Mass., opens July 18 with ‘Man in 
Possession,’ 





Larry Lasky, who was for three 
years with Paramount- Publix 
houses in New England as press 
hustler, is now general manager of 
the J. J. Theatrical Enterprises, 
with several theatres in Mass. 





Daniel Frohman given a dinner 
by Actors’ Dinner Club last Wed- 
nesday to signalize the 50th anni- 
versary of the Actors’ Fund. He 
has been an officer continuously. 





Sonja Stockstad, Norwegian ac- 
tress, asking action in her suit 
against Mrs. Mary K. Simkhovich. 
Brings a motion for examination 
before trial. Suit relates to alleged 
fraudulent procurement of release 
against Steven Simkhovich, son of 
the settlement worker, for reputed 
maternity. 





Alan K. Foster, who used to stage 
at the Winter Garden, planning a 
new type of negro revue next fall 





Questioning a recent statement in 
the ‘Sun’ that Marc Connolly's 
$200,000 from ‘Pastures’ was top 
money, Eugene O'Neill's attorney 
reveals that ‘Strange Interlude’ 
royalties topped that. Figures that 
‘Electra’ will do even better. 





Ernest Schelling, conductor of 
N. Y. Philharmonic, summering in 
Switzerland, rescued a woman in 
Lake Geneva and hailed as a hero. 





N. Y. cops go alligator hunting. 
Pets which have outgrown their 
welcome dumped in the Bronx 
river. 





Alice Brady guest starring in 
‘Road to Rome’ with Monmouth 
Players at Red Bank, N. J. 


Robert Duffy, actor from Des 
Moines, taken to Bellevue with a 
fractured skull. Found in an alley 
back of 168 East 48th street. At 
first thought to be serious but out 
of danger. 








Erin O’Brien-Moore back on the 
Berengaria Friday (1). Going to 
Magnolia, Mass., for summer stock. 





Tom Terriss, who does ‘Vaga- 
bond Adventures,’ tells Kiwanis of 
the opening of King Tut’s tomb. 
One of the four surviving members 
of the men who were present, Tut’s 
curse got the others, 





Marion Talley, opera singer and 
farmerette, married Michael Rau- 
cheisan, German pianist, at White 
Plains, N. Y., June 380, No pre- 
liminary announcements, 





Sensation started last week when 
it was made known that Borrah 
Minevitch and the Mrs. had started 
for Africa to hunt lions, Ship 
failed to arrive and daily cables 
started. Then Mrs, Minevitch turned 
up in Paris and a couple of days 
later husband reported that the 
Corsican sailors loafed on the job. 
Paid by the day and trying to make 
the job last. Now he’s in Paris and 
heading for home. 





Frances Maddux, radio and nite 
clubs, to.go into summer stock for 
the training. Wants to go on the 
stage, 





Alurion Realty Corp., which owns 
the American theatre, Eighth ave- 
nue at 42d street, to raze the house. 
Originally opened by Savage Opera 
Co., in 1893. Housed William 
Morris vaude for a time, then 
passed to Loew. Most recently a 
burlesque house and so occupied 
when it was gutted by fire about 
@ year ago. 





Ocean Grove bars white bathing 
suits, but there’s Asbury Park and 
Bradley Beach where no taboo, 


Suits filed in Mineola courts 
against William Fox, Jack Leo and 
M. J. Meehan & Co. by Fox Films 
charging fraudulent entries to con- 
ceal.transactions. Company seeks 
to avoid deals involving about $10,- 
000,000, 





George Leyden Colledge, formerly 
with Arthur Judson, Inc. and Co- 
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lumbia Concerts Corp., opening his 
own offices in New York. 





Marshall Hall, American dancer, 
badly beaten in Neuilly-sur-Seine, 
near Paris, France, last week, and 
in the hospital. Face contusions 
and internal injuries. 





Three years ago Natalie Chad- 
wick, showgirl, and Joseph Nelson, 
salesman, were arrested on a lar- 
ceny charge for the alleged .theft 
of $10,000 worth of household ef- 
fects from the cottage of Polly Lux, 
a friend of Miss Chadwick. She 
got a year in Auburn, being re- 
cently released. Sheldon delayed 
trial and only pleaded guilty last 
Wednesday (29). 





Estate of late Lya De Putti to sue 
H. Walter Blumenthal, banker, on 
a contract between himself and the 
dead star. Will go toward support 
of her two children, 





well known to 
the 


Sidney J. Root, 
players, new manager of 
Chesterfield hotel. 





Rollo Peters forms the Rockland 
County players and elected pres. 
To foster both professional and 
amateur theatricals in that section 
of New York state. 





Members of ‘Bridal Wise’ planning 
several co-op productions on their 
own next season. Show already re- 
leased for stock, 





Globe theatre opened Saturday 
(2) with Gloria Swanson’s ‘Indis- 
creet’ and Chester Morris’ ‘Alibi.’ 
Latter released in 1929 while the 
Swanson play is dated April of 





last year, 
Mrs. Rerende Ehlers, wife of 
William Ehlers, chorus man in 


‘Showboat,’ is suing Mrs, Claire 
Eugenie Smith, rich widow, for 
$200,000, alleging the theft of her 
husband’s affections. Charges that 
Mrs. Smith met Ehlers while he 
was m.c. at a class speakeasy, and 
monopolized his time and atten- 
tions. She claims to be penniless. 
Motion for questioning before trial. 
Ehlers also known as Carlos Roca. 





Padlocks planned for 274 speaks 
in Manhattan. New high for any 
month. Most will be shut for only 
six months, with the others taking 
a full year, 





Jimmy Kelly, minor pugilist and 
cafe owner, arrested on a theft 
charge on the accusation of a 
patron, 





William A. Brady back from Eu- 
rope and announces a plan for Sun- 
day night subscription perform- 
ances if he can get a sufficient 
number of. subscribers, Also con- 
sidering idea of two shows daily 
for shows which click. Points out 
that three London drama theatres 
are following that plan, 





‘For Husbands Only,’ by Basil 
Lawrence, believed to be the pen 
name of Lawrence Langner, to get 
a tryout in his Westport theatre. 
It opened yesterday (4). 





Gilbert Miller moved from the 
Empire theatre last week to make 
his office in Henry Miller's theatre. 





Second Philharmonic concert at 
Lewisohn stadium draws _ 6,000 
hearers, 





Federal judge upholds govt. men 
who raided without a warrant be- 
cause they could smell the fumes 
through cracks in the doors. Over- 
ruled previous decisions that a war- 
rant was required, 





Letter postage goes up to 3c to- 
morrow (Wed.). 





Mrs. Pearl Spector, who charges 
that her husband bigamously mar- 
ried Olive Borden, actress, has be- 
gun divorce proceedings in Buffalo. 





Leslie Banks back from Holly- 
wood, headed for Quebec where he 
will take ship for London. 





Poillon sisters reappear. Suing 
Covici Friede, who published ‘The 
Great Mouthpiece,’ for $100,000. 
Charlotte alleges that in the book 
she is made to appear as a@ woman 
of disreputable character, 





Man alleged to be Fritz Du- 
quesne and who was arrested as a 


fugitive from justice, freed last 
week when British authorities re- 
fused to press charge. Had been 


employed on ‘M. P. Herald’ as Fred- 
erick de Trafford Craven, 





Cable from Clemence Dane an- 


Bronte play for Katherine Cornell. 
May be done here next season 
though the actress already has an- 
nounced ‘Alien Corn’ and ‘Rape of 
Lucrece.’ It is the fourth play Miss 
Dane has done for Miss Cornell, 





Lakemont Park theatre, Altoona, 
Pa., opened June 25. Will try for 
10 weeks. At least three tryouts 
listed. Co. is the University Play- 
ers, a laboratory group from Mt. 
Lakes, N. J. Co-op. 





has a new 
‘Magnet.’ 


Monogram picts 
monthly house _ organ, 
First issue last week, 





General Electric announces a new 
‘hysterisis’ phonograph motor. In- 
vented 30 years ago by Steinmetz 
but only recently developed into 
commercial possibility and now 
about to reach the market, 





New studios of Universal broad- 
casting studios in Philadelphia will 
use a new principle. Mikes will be 
at one end of the room in a sound 
proofed or ‘dead end’ section while 
sounds will originate in the other 
third, which has reverberant walls. 
V-shaped walls will further prevent 
reflection from opposite wall, 





Pennsylvania supreme court af- 
firms decision of lower body grant- 
ing Tom Mix a new trial in the 101 
Ranch broken contract suit. Has 
been dragging along in Erie for a 
couple of.years. 





Capt. Jack Messer has lost his 
carnival outfit and Westchester po- 
lice are helping him look for it. 
Lost his wife, too, and figures there 
may be a connection. Anyhow, his 
show vanished overnight with Mme, 
Juliette Zonzlin (the wife) and two 
employees, . 





Mrs. Alice Fox appeals to Su- 
preme court to be appointed guard- 
ian to her two children that, on 
their behalf, she may sue William 
Fox for allegedly railroading her 
husband, Aaron, into a sanitarium. 
Recites that when William Fox quit 
the company he founded he sought 
to restrain his brother from form- 
ing a picture company carrying the 
Fox name. When Aaron formed a 
Delaware corp., she alleges that 
William conspired. with alienists to 
force him into a sanitarium in 
Hartford, where he now is. If she 
gets the papers she will sue for 


$250,000 on behalf of the children, 





Katherine Krug will have two lead 
roles at the Newport Casino this 
season. She’s the wife of Ashton 
Stevens, Chi critic. 





Kay Francis remaining in town 
because of a sort throat. Had 
planned to pull out for L. A. last 
week. May now go the end of this. 





Robert Crawford of De Sylva, 
Brown & Henderson offers two 
scholarships in Estelle Liebling ra- 
dio summer school, Judging on 
Wed. (6). 





Vincent Lopez will conduct the 
N. Y. Police band in three numbers 
at Bryant Park Sunday evening 
(10). Is an honorary member of the 
police Honor Legion, 





‘Graphic’ goes bust. Macfadden 
refuses to continue support and vol- 
untary bankruptcy petition filed in 
Federal Court. Projected co-op 
movement found impractical and 
deductions made for stock will be 
returned to employes, 





Mary Boland has to quit ‘Face 
the Music’ to go to the Coast for 
Paramount, so Sam Harris will shut 
the show (Saturday) (9). 





Arthur Edison and George Burton 
announce four plays for next sea- 
son. Always with an ‘if.’ They are 
‘Incubator,’ by John Lyman and 
Roman Bohnen; ‘Behind the Screen,’ 
by N. Brewster Morse; ‘We Three 
and One Other’ and ‘Exactly Like 
Louise,’ from the Hungarian, 





Otto Kahn gets another delay in 
the trial of Rosalind Morini’s libel 
suit. It has been three years on the 
calendar, 





Total of 158 broadcast stations 
kept on the air for nearly 12 hours 
to give listeners news from the con- 
vention. Regarded as a record con- 
tinuous broadcast. 





Receivership for Roerich museum 
dissolved, court holding that motion 
for same had been improperly 
granted, 





Court orders a retrial of $526,812 








nounces the completion of her 


suit brought by T. J. Mara, sports 
promoter, against Gene Tunney for 





in connection with his 


Mara’'s appeal, 


services 
fights. 





Claude P. Greneker, Shubert p.a., 
headed for Denver to promote 
‘Cynara,’ which opens its road tour 
there July 18, 


—_____A 
Sara Pomeroy Burbank, society 
amateur dancer, marries Ricardo 
Romero, South American pianist. 


As she is rich and Romero isn't, 
they'll. make it companionate, the 
bride living with her mother while 
he keeps his old apartment. 





Mark A. Luescher, RKO publicity 
man, sues estate of Harry Black to 
compel payment of $39,378.13 
claimed due him. He allegedly 
aided Black in securing a half inter- 
est in the Hippodrome and the sum 
represents 5% of a profit made by 
Black on the sale of the property. 
The executors refused the claim, so 
the Surrogate is asked to decide. 





Earl Carroll offices moved to 1697 
Broadway. The Fifth avenue offices, 
taken after the Carroll theatre 
closed, too remote. 

Federal court has permanently 
enjoined Philip Lewis, doing busi- 
ness as American Trading Associa- 
tion, from selling or advertising for 
sale any prints of Mascot’s serial, 
‘King of the Kongo.’ 








Edward K. Bender, former picture 
actor, being sought by Pennsylvania 
state troopers. Wanted for abduc- 
tion. Lost his right hand in a pic- 
ture about three years ago and un- 
able to continue acting. Recently 
obtained work on the farm of Wil- 
liam Beese, near Bristol. Saturday 
(2) he threatened Mrs. Beese with a 
pitchfork when she refused to elope. 
Beese attempted to oust him, but 
Bender knocked out both the hus- 
band and two of his sons, making 
for the woods with Mrs. Bender, 





Waltham Watch Co. suing Federal 
Broadcasting Co. for $25,000 for 
failure to live up to _ contracts. 
Watch people allege failure of the 
broadcasting company to merge 
WBNZ, WMSG and WCDA as 
promised, Century Indemnity Co. 
joined as defendants. 





Supreme court orders a new trial 
of the suit brought by 24 persons 
against the Yankee Stadium for 
$732,000 damages sustained ina rush 
for the gates about three years ago. 
Jury found that both sides were 
negligible, and a double appeal was 
entered. 





‘Crimson Clouds’ is John Golden's 
newest idea of a good play title. It 
used to be ‘Why Don’t You Go Back,’ 
anti-Soviet drama. Was to have 
been authored by Montague Glagq; 
and Dan Jarrett from Golden’s 
scenario, but after they tried, he de- 
cided to do the job himself, 





Booze prices so low booties are 
turning to the manufacture of fake 
morphine. One outfit raided last 
Friday night (1). Labels look all 
tight, but mostly quinine, 





Katharine Cornell sailing Thurs- 
day (7) for a vacation in Europe. 
Press department reports that she 
grossed nearly $1,500,000, with ‘Bar- 
retts’ in Philadelphia the high week 
at $33,657. Holy Week, at that. 





That Ziegfeld chicken feed suit up 
again. Unable to make personal 
service on the manager, the Dobbs 
Ferry Grain Co. obtained a court 
order to tack a summons on the 
producers’ front door at his Hast- 
ings home, Claim runs to $908.27, 





Gertrude Lawrence may be back on 
Broadway in the fall. Gilbert Miller 
may bring her over in a Van Druten 
comedy, 





Willie and Eugene Howard an- 
nounced for ‘Ballyhoo,’ but George 
White says he has a contract for 
‘Scandals which will go on tour in 
Sept. Will hold them to that docu- 
ment, 





Vincent Youmans suffers from the 
heat and postpanes his ‘Hit the 
Deck’ revival until late in August, 





Wm. A. Brady all set to cast 
‘Dominoes,’ but decided to wait a 
while. Went to Red Bank to help 
his son get a stock company started 
there, 





George S. Kaufman asking his 
lawyers about Warners’ ‘Dark 
Horse.’ He feels the stolen speech 
gag is his by prior right. Used in 
‘To the Ladies,’ done several years 
ago. 





Eleven more summer stocks open 
this week, 





Musical producers getting active. 
‘Flying Colors’ goes into rehearsal 
July 13 for Max Gardon, with Clif- 





‘Gold Coast’ opening postponed 
indef; was slated to come in at the 
Forrest, N, Y., Thursday (7), 





Lionel Hyman producing ‘The 
Chameleon,’ to open July 18 at the 
Masque, New York. 





Billie Burke leaves for Hollywoog 
to start film contract with RKO. 
Radio. 





Joseph Verner Reed and Theresa 
Helburn, new legit combo, to pro« 
duce ‘Love Story,’ by S. N. Behr- 
man, next fall. 





Estate of Anna Christine Nor. 
man, actress and playwright, who 
committee suicide last year, hag 
dwindled above 50% in value since 
her demise, due to stock and prop- 
erty value shrinkage. Heirs get- 
ting smaller amounts than be<- 


queathed. 
Coast 








Annual squabble over bathing suit 
ordinances on southern Californix 
beaches is now in full swing. 





Mme. Ernestine Schumann-Hei-'< 








tor, has fallen $425 behind in his 
$75 per month payments for support 
14, 


of his daughter, He 


vorced in 1929. 


was di- 





Las Vegas speakeasies and re- 
sorts have been padlocked in a sud- 
den wave of law enforcing. Police 
were partcularly burned at the im- 
portation of racketeering methods 
in operation of the hot joints, 





To help H. K. Mallen, convicted 
of stock thefts in a bucket shop, 
work his way out of jail, Mack Sen- 
nett is offering him a job nights. 
Mallen must spend his days in jail 
Salary goes to pay $1,851 he al- 
legedly stole, 





Seattle police have orders to ar- 
rest anyone who resembles Harold 
Lloyd. Man who looks like the 
comic is wanted for robbery. 





Dorothy Allen, 25, actress, was 
sentenced to two years in county 
jail for assertedly forging checks 
totaling $51. 





Guy Hudson, husband of Mrs. 
Minnie Kennedy, was examined on 
his financial condition by court, 
Only money he’s earned since Nov. 
12, 1931, he said, was $300 for vaude 
appearance for RKO. 





Mrs, Genevieve Davis Cosh, for- 
merly of muscal comedy, had her 
American citizenship restored. She 
lived in Australia four years after 
marrying there. 





Mexican government has appoint- 
ed a receiver for the Playa Hotel 
at Ensenada, the hostelry that cost 
Jack Dempsey and others $1,000,000, 


writer, filed a 
Owes $2,309 





Jack Townley, 
bankruptcy petition, 
and has only $65. 





Neighborhood kids swiped some 
props used in a chorus number 
from the Pasadena Community 
Playhouse’s ‘Hullabaloo’ company, 
but cops recovered the goods in 
time for the curtain. 





Eddie Brandstatter, Hollywood 
eafe owner, is one of seven ap- 
plicants for liquor permits in Los 
Angeles, filed in one day last week, 





Million-dollar libel suit of Alma 
Rubens’ mother against ‘Photoplay 
Magazine’ ordered off the calendar 
when a hopelessly dead-locked jury 
was dismissed. 





Damage suit of Elise DeViane, 
actress, against Dashiell Hammett, 
film writer and author, for $35,000, 
to trial. Girl charges Hammett 
beat and assaulted her, 





Buster Keaton is reported pilot- 
ing his new $100,000 yacht down 
from Seattle himself. Ship is & 
‘peace offering’ to his wife, Natalie 
Talmadge Keaton. 





Peter the Hermit will make his 
debut as a baritone singer in local 
church services. 





Capt. M. E. Gillette is being sent 
to Hollywood by the War Dept. to 
study sound pictures. Motion Pic- 
ture Academy will help. 





William Conklin, Academy execUle 
tive, and Mary Heath, actress, ap- 
plied for a marriage license. 





Creighton Hale, actor, is protest- 
ing in court attempt of John Miljan 
to adopt Hale’s two sons. Mrs. Mil- 
jan was formerly the wife of Hale 





(Continued on page 36) 











sings at first summer concert of tSa: 
Griffith Park Greek theatre, 
Phillips Holmes paid a $7 ...Me 
fine after a warrant had been .:ued, 
E. Harold Mason-Hoppe., direc- 
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TIMES SQUARE 





3 Broadway 


Edgar Carter to the Coast. 

Bory Osso a crack amateur pho- 
tographer. 

Mrs. Al Sherman to Pennsylvania 
to recuperate, 

Ned Dobson's 
gword-fishing. 

Lou Zimmerman, pres. of Sterling 
films, Britain, here. 

The Jack Weiners are coastbound 
fn the family buggy. 

Sam Zolotow taking three weeks 
off to read three books, 

Henry Salsbury grows his own 
vegetables up Stamford way. 

Fred Zweifel took his white shoes 
and collegiate hat band to Atlantic 
City. 

Lee Tracey back on Broadway 
taking his mother around to the 
shows, 

Shipwreck Kelly summoned to 
job on Boston Post road near New 
Haven. 

The most consistent inquiry to 
‘Variety’ is the exact age of Chic 
Sale. It’s 36. 

Charles Pettijohn covered the 
Democratic National Convention for 
the Hays office. 

Meats, fish, vegetables and fruit 
frozen brick hard at 50 below zero 
in class grocery stores. 

Dave Wolf, California cafe man, 
fis still around N. Y. and remains 
Abe Lyman's golfing pal. 

Lee Shubert and Harry Kaufman 
(Kay) to Bermuda last Saturday. 
Supposed to be a secret, 

I. A. Hirschman getting ready to 
gail for Europe July 9. To study 
piano with Schnable in Berlin. 

C. N. Haskell, former governor of 
Oklahoma who cast 22 votes for Will 
Rogers, is father of Mrs. Frank 
Richardson. 

Broadway’s hot weather dieters 
are ruining the former established 
meet-and-eat spots. Too hot to eat, 
so they don’t meet any more, 

Publix h.o. people working an ex- 
tra half hour daily to 5:30 p.m, in- 
stead of 5. But they got all day 
Saturday and Monday (2-4) off, 

Mrs. Dmitri (Albertina Rasch) 
Tomkin’s new cook quit her job 
after two hours. Complained that 
Dmitri’s piano playing got on her 
nerves. 

Community warehouse for the 
making of legit productions, which 
seven Broadway producers were 
planning to open, looks cold, maybe 
permanently. 

Jack Osterman has been billed 
and ballyhooed for more things that 
he’s not going to do. Included are 
a showboat appearance and a new 
musical. 

Stein & Blaine, Inc., East 57th 
street modiste, well known in the 
profesh, in voluntary bankruptcy 
with estimated debts of $325,000 and 
$80,000 assets. 

Holiday weekend showboat cruises 
fhot so hot. The ‘Berengaria’ was 
sloughing off the less desirable ac- 
commodations at $25 straight for 
one four-day cruise. 

Gertrude Mansfield Wilbur off the 
Berengaria and into hot weather 
after a year of wandering between 
the Canadian Rockies and Russia. 
Started out last July. 

Walter Batchelor, the missus 
(Janet Reade) and Danny Dare 
dropped $35 in fines when revenuers 
found hooch in their car as they 
crossed the border on return from 
Montreal last week. 





Montauk Point 


Paris 





Fingernails now purple. 

Alfred Savoir to the south. 

More trade papers planned, 
Blake Scott still in Majorca. 

Lou Parker trying new numbers. 
Lawrence Tibbett finally arrived. 


Petrova to England, then sailing. 

Tito Schipa packing them again. 

George Canty writes he likes Ber- 
lin. 

Hector Turnbull back at the Carl- 
ton. 

Mistinguett opening Riviera night 
club. 

Hank Arnold taking a place out of 
town. 

The Harry Lachmanns back in 
Paris. 

Preston Sturgis eating up on the 
Butte. 

Austin Melford writing a few 
songs. 

Dolly Davis pouts when he misses 
a gala. 

The Ruddy Mates on a short va- 
cation. 

Morris Bagby over for annual va- 
cation. 

Michael Arlen still 
tennis, 

Peggy Meehan to London for a 
month. 

Harry’s Bar is full during sport 
events, 

Gamby dashing from show to 
parties. 

Roger Davis buying a lot of 
clothes. 


fancies his 


seaside, 

Sandy Greenburger over from 
London. 

The George Oppens are house 
hunting. 

Leslie Hensen over for his annual 
vacation. 

Jules Berry back from long stay 
in Berlin. 

Lari Gordon stunning: in all red 
creations. 

Gloria Swanson up for a day from 
the south, 

Princess Redcalf playing the 
night clubs. 

Paul Capellani directing for own 
enterprises, 

Al Laney to cover tennis at 
Wimbledon. 

Danielle Bregis 
night clubs. 

Ruth Punam Mason to Budapest 
for summer. 

Lee Plauskoy doing a fling at the 
Montmartre, 

30b Wyler directing in all Join- 
ville studios, 

Marcel de Sano at Fouquet’s for 
late suppers. 

Pearl Shepherd preparing to sail 
for Americads 

Georgia Graves waiting for new 
Casino show. 

Lee Dickson back from five weeks 
in Bordeaux. 

Ruth Turnbull has an apartment 
on the Seine. 

Cole Porter to Carlsbad for ideas 
and the cure. 

Pearl Shepard showing her sis- 
ter the sights. 

Francoise Rosay resting for first 
time this year. 

Charles K. Gordon dickering for 
the Caumartin. 


smart at the 





Fannie Brice taking children to |: 


CHATIER 





Earl Leslie painting shingles on 
new night club. 

General Pershing having a good 
time this year. 

Arlette Marchal 
stage draw here. 

Alf Gran recuperating from being 
host at Barbizon. 

Betty Marks favoring the caviar 
and vodka joints. 

Charlotte Greenwood taking off 
those sun glasses. 

Henri Jeanson 
Pausole to screen. 

Heather Thatcher got a job here 
while on vacation, 

Elsa Maxwell's party the event 
of the late season. 

Irving Schwerke giving parties 
for musical celebs. 

Jacques Deval content over trans- 
lation of his novel. 

Kathleen Key is about ready to 
return to America. 

Lora Hays getting ready for lead 
in ‘Musical Chairs.’ 

Pauline Garon making her third 
film for Paramount. 

Saul Colin browsing over manu- 
scripts at Fouquet’s. 

Harry Pilcer in a new part of 
town with his revue. 

Caresse Crosby giving a _ barn 
dance in the country. 

Betty Compton says 
Riviera this summer. 

Haik issuing a big catalog of his 
next season’s product. 

They talk about Somerset Maug- 
ham’s swimming pool. 

Dick Elliot, who promotes dance 
marathons, is around. 


London 


Nelson Keys on the old table. 
Yo-Yo competitions catching on. 
Poulson’s Club, at Datchet, thriv- 


current biggest 


adapting Roi 


it’s the 








ng. 
Gladys Cooper at the Cafe de 
Paris. 


Now 25 night clubs at Bray. Last 
year 10. 

Harry Roy having a song banned 
by BBC. 


Embassy Club closing for July 
and August. 

Carmine Gallone here to make 
talkers for Ideal. 

Bradbury Pratt and Sidney Burns 
in close conference. 

Scotland Yard investigating out- 
of-town dance dives. 

Len Urry practically monopoliz- 
ing cabaret bookings. 

Quite a sprinkling of Americans 
around the West End. 

Fred Astaire grabbing space in 
article on ballroom dancing. 

Joe, Daly’s theatre stage door- 
keeper, is a college graduate. 

Synthetic beer being brewed in 
homes as protest against tax. 

Hugh Beaumont celebrating at 
Ciro’s after ‘Fanfare’ opening. 

Alexander and Hughes, old stand- 
ard English act, together again. 

Dora Maughan high-hatting Nan 
Blackstone at the Cafe de Paris. 

Chic Endor and. Billy Farrell 
singing at Lady Roxborough’s party. 

Percy Athos just missed produc- 
tion job at Leicester Square thea- 
tre. 

Tom Titt’s biting caricatures of 
theatrical celebrities at the Caviar 
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H. A. LANZNER, General 
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x 26 stories above the scorching pave- 
ments of the city. 


Skyline and Hudson River. 
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And Other Entertainment Features 
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Georges Fontana (Moss and Fon- 
tana) now dancing with Anna Lud- 
mila. 

Jimmy Bryson, former head of U, 
has bit in ‘Fanfare,’ and seems} 
happy. 

Prince of Wales and Duke of 
York at the Palladium seeing ‘Crazy 
Month.’ 

Harry Thurston returning to Eng- 





lish vaudeville after three years 
abroad. 
Gillespie canceling appointment 


with Laurillard due to pressure of 
business. 

Some of the hotels up river, in 
the news through heat wave, simply 
third rate. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Arliss West- 
Ending in their Rolls Royce totally 
unrecognized. 

A. E. Abrahams, now fully re- 
covered, after sojourn at Bad Wil- 
den, Germany. 

Paramount Astorias running two 
features and name bands to bolster 
summer trade. 

Theatre Royal, Birmingham, Moss 
house, closed for summer. First 
time in 30 years, 

Bobby Pinkus and Mrs. together 
again, opening London Pavilion for 
week with option. 

Louis J. Seymour putting up $12,- 
000 electric sign at Daly’s to exploit 
his vaude venture. 

Matt McKeigue cabling Sidney 
Middleton in New York to bring 
back a few beauts. 

Horace Collins, son of late Fred 


Collins, Scottish booker, around 
lining up some talent. 
Kitchen Pirates now in ‘Out of 


the Bottle,’ at the Hipp, with Peggy 
Taylor fully recovered. 

Olive Wakefield, Phoenix theatre 
discovery, opening Dorchester and 
Mayfair hotels cabaret. 

Mrs. John Southern tired of hav- 
ing to give up seat in boxes at the 
Pavilion for cash customers, 

Christopher Mann no longer in 
charge of Phoenix theatre publicity, 
with Harry Hilling replacing. 

Selfridge’s running special caba- 
ret to invited guests to look over 
£1,000,000 worth of diamonds. 

Marion Harris throwing party for 
Lord and Lady Charles Cavendish 
(Adele Astaire) and Fred Astaire, 

Pantages writing to American 
acts he intends shortly resuming 
vaudeville again in 24 of his houses. 

Mrs. Jackson, Major Leadlay’s 
confidential secretary, celebrating 
birthday without further disclos- 
ures. 

Charles Mayhew, Sir Oswald 
Stoll’s discovery, getting publicity. 
Aims at opera but puts up with 
‘Casanova.’ 

Harry Tennant, former Moss Em- 
pires’ booker, collaring all touring 
shows for the Cruickshank group, 
Moss’ rivals. 


| young man, 





Hollywood 


Nickel shines 

Cyril Hume prefers 
‘Cy. 

Lila Lee resting again at 
Del Rey. 

Jack Mass, Marlo Music’s hustling 
is out. 

Eddie Small back 
months in the east. 

Gordon Clifford around again, but 
minus his appendix. 

Lew Lipton is champ 
kibitzer at Hillcrest. 

Clara Bow and Rex Bell went for 
a new high cost buggy. 

Sign in a vacant storeroom downt= 
town, ‘The rent is right.’ 

Will Hays, Jr., is an ardent oceat 
swimmer at Santa Monica 

George Naylor back from 
weeks’ territory 0.0. for Col. 

Harry Brand is prez of the 
‘What’ new? How’s tricks?’ club. 

Clara Bow in town getting used 
to the city before starting at Fox 
Aug. 1. 

Barbara Weeks taking lessons in 
flying and about ready for that pflot 
license. 

Lloyd Corrigan, back from Eus 
rope, takes the trip over again every 
day at lunch, 

Dog races getting a strong picturé 
play, and picture names being 
touted to death, 

Herbert Munden moaning because 
he can’t find mutton chops serve@ 
as he likes ’em. 

Lew Golder expected out of thé 
hospital any day now. Abdominal 
opp two weeks ago. 

Ray Duserne, Loew’s State mans 
ager, worked right through a pto= 


all over town. 
to be calle@ 


Playa 
after 


two 


‘heart#? 


three 


‘/maine attack last week. 


Otheman Stevens luncheon guest 
of the L.s Angeles Agents at Elk#® 
Club next Thursday (7). 

Regis Toomey bought a new caPr 
to give his wife when she gets oft 
of the hospital Tuesday (5). 

Virginia Wood, Paul Snell’s secs 
retary for five years, promoted to @ 
Paramount publicity planter. 

Gregory Ratoff taking reducing 
treatment by kicking the medicirfe 
ba"! for half an hour at a time. 

George M. Cohan trying to get 
permission to drive his car on the 
Paramount lot to avoid panhandlers, 

Tom Van Dycke has arrived to do 
a series of articles on the film ine 
dustry for ‘Liberty’ and other mage 
azines. 

Arthur Lyons has sold his cow 
operative apartment in New York 
and contemplates making a social 
splurge here. 

Fred Niblo, Jr., and his unclg4 
George Cohan, are lunch partners 
at Paramount daily. Nephew is @& 
writer on the lot. 

Bill Thomas says John Medbury 
is now writing ‘material for people 
who talk to themselves and don’t 
know what to say. 

Helen Hunt knows the Latin 
terms for every bone in the head, 
which qualifies her, according toe 
state requirements, to be head hair« 
dresser for Columbia studios. 
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“One of the finest — of 
the year, subtle, eautiful 
and tender.”—Atkinson, Times. 


“Another Language” 


with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Dorothy Stickney, John Beal 


Theatre, 45th St., W. of B’way. 
BOOTH Evs. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 
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Ace Vaudeville: 
Bernice Claire 


Herman Timberg, 
Otbers 














Lew Pollack now for 
College Inn. 
Irving Mills in for Duke Ellington 
opening at the Lincoln Tavern, 
Corinne Griffith around between 
train connections for the coast. 
Jimmy Petrillo taking bows for 


on space 


bringing the 1933 A, F. of M. meet} 
here. 
William Paley and bride made ita 


three-hour stopover on the way back 
to New York. 
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Floyd Gibbons sneaked in an Abe| 
Waxman crack during one of his 
convention broadcasts. 

That sudden pickup in the sheet! 
music business here was due to the 


Jack Robbins presence, 
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| MAYFAIR 47th Street 


HELD OVER 3RD WEEK! 
**k*k* FOUR STARS 


Daily News, 


FRANK BUCK’S 
“BRING ’EM 


BACK ALIVE” 


RKO Radlo Picture Produced 
by Van Beuren Corporation 







— | 2 & 47th St. 


JOE MOSS & Oreh.—‘‘Herb” WILLIAMS 
LULU McCONNELL — 0 PENNER 
CLIFFORD & MARION, and Others 


EVES. ex. Sat., AFTS. 
Sun. and Hol., Mon. to Fri. 









25¢-35¢-50c 







25¢-/52-$1 
Bet. Lex. & 3d Aves. 


BOthST, wise 


Wed. to Fri., July 6-9 


“NIGHT WORLD” 


with 
LEW AYRES 
° MAE CLARKE 
BORIS KARLOFF 
GEORGE KRAFT 











On Broadway 


BI st ST. Continuous Shows 


Wed. to Fri., July 6-9 


“NIGHT WORLD” 


with 
LEW AYRES 
MAE CLARKE 
BORIS KARLOFF 
GEORGE RAFT 
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More than 100 vaude acts under 
contract for musicals for the com- 
jng season. Vaude managers wor- 


ried. 


Houses in the south were doing 
a record business in spite of heat. 








Frank Fay was suing the late 
William Rock for $25,000 charging 
alienation of the affections of his 
wife, Frances White. 





Loew office was offering 40 weeks 
including the Pantages time. 





Most of the shows being readied 
for fall were musical comedies. 
Public wanted light stuff to offset 
the war. 


Chaplin had a_ contract with 
First National for eight pictures. 
With a bonus of $50,000 he grossed 
$1,390,000. Later, First National 
sold the pictures to Pathe Exchange, 
second release, for almost what they 
cost. 





Goldwyn, with a studio at Fort 
Lee, hired 800 men, women and 
children for the tent stuff in ‘Polly 
of the Circus.’ They waited at the 
ferry for two hours before they 
were told that the Mayor would not 
permit the work to de done on Sun- 
day. Each given a dime for car- 
fare and told to come back next 
day. Each was then paid $1.70 for 
nine hours work. 





White Rats held their 16th annual 
meeting and spent a lot of time de- 
nouncing labor leaders for non sup- 
port during the strike. Disclosed 
that Frank Fogarty had paid $200 
for a life membership but reneged 
and got $137 back. 





Small time acts were hoping for 
the big route when the draft took 
the headliners overseas. Not many 
profited. 





Charles Frohman, Inc., talking of 
a stock company at the Empire, 
New York, headed by Ethel Barry- 
more, 





50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 





John L. Sullivan, newly arrived 
champion, gave a picnic at Wash- 
ington Park, N. Y., July 4. Main 
bout was Sullivan against Jimmy 


Elliott. Latter to get $500 if he 
lasted five “rounds. Put to sleep 
in third. 





J. H. Haverly incorporated his en- 
terprises for $300,000. Over ex- 
panded and eventually went broke. 





Manager of the 14th Street the- 
atre propositioned the Police Com- 
missioner. Was playing Gus Wil- 
liams in ‘One of the Finest,’ a po- 
lice play. Offered half the take to 
the police fund if cops were per- 
mitted to sell tickets. Proposition 
accepted. One of the first examples 
of @ now common stunt. 





Charles H. Day, one of the star 
press agents, got a new two year 
contract with Forepaugh. That’s 
where he got the material for the 
reams of circus stuff he wrote later 
on. 





Seth B. Howes rated the richest 
showman in the world. Had about 
$3,000,000. Barnum spent much of 
his on such splashes as Iranistan, 
his Bridgeport home, where he 
used an elephant for plowing. 





John Theurer announced that he 
had patented the idea of standing 
on his head on a trapeze bar while 
doing tricks and warned against in- 
fringement. 





Charles Frohman bought from 


Haverly a minstrel outfit then in 
England, Planned to merge it with 
Callender’s troupe, here, which he 
Owned with his brother, Gus. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


—————— 





Mix-ups caused by bovking both English version and direct shot for- 
eign films in the U. S. market have considerably upset exhibs, with New} 
York theatre men especially perturbed. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


It wasn’t until the morning after Amos ‘n’ Andy had appeared in a 





| five-minute act before the Democratic convention in Chicago that sev- 
United Artists’ action in book-| ¢rTal newspapers here and around the country woke up to the fact that 


ing the original German version of ‘Congress Dances’ (Ufa) into the| their photographers had overlooked snapping a picture of the team on 


Little Carnegie Playhouse, foreign sureseater, only three weeks after 
the English version of the same picture closed at the Rivoli on Broad- 
way, is the latest burn for nabe bookers. 

U. A. is offering the picture in both its versions throughout the coun- 
try. Those booking the English version feel in some instances that con- 
siderable of the film's drawing power lies in the German trade, which is 
nicked by showing of the picture in its original. 

Same sort of argument is also being put up to RKO by exhibs who 
have taken ‘The Office Girl,’ formerly known as ‘Sunshine Susie,’ only 
to learn it’s an English version of ‘Die Privatsecretaerin,’ distributed to 
German film theatres last year by Capital Film Exchange. 

Exhibs feel that American distributors of the foreigns ought to stick 
to only one version of the films, whether in Engish or the foreign lan- 
guage, with the break, if any, coming to release in its English dialog 
form. 





Church of England synod passed the followimg resolution at annual 
meeting in Toronto: 

‘This council notes with appreciation the efforts of the Ontario board 
of censors in reducing the number of scenes in moving pictures showing 
(a) gangsters and gun-play scenes; (b) scenes with undue sex-sugges- 
tion; (c) methods of administration of justice not in harmony with our 
own; (d) public drinking scenes; and would welcome similar efforts, if 
possible, towards the reduction of scenes ridiculing or belittling the 
marriage tie. 

‘The council is also glad to learn of the increased number of British 
films and newsreels being shown and hopes that increased public sup- 
port will be given to the exhibition of the best of these pictures, and 
also of those marked suitable for children.’ 

The class religious denomination up here also suggested that the 
government take such steps, either by reducing the duty on American 
newsreel plants, or otherwise, as would permit the resumption of their 
filming Canadian scenes and events, for use in Canada and elsewhere. 





Radio has a cost plus 10% setup for its three independent producers 
who will make pictures at the Pathe studio, for the RKO program. 
Under this deal the outside producers figure that their nut will be much 
bigger than if they made their films at one of the many indie lots 
available. 

Indies will be called upon to pay the usual studio rent but set con- 
struction and salaries of technicians, etc., will be sold to them at cost 
plus the tenth. Including the help in the arrangement is what is chiefly 
irking the producers, as they will have to pay 10% more for the workers 
than for what they could engage them directly. 





Exhib who recently led a price cut in his town sums up the average 
result in a letter in which he says: 

‘We put on a terrific price cut campaign, and now the whole town is 
down to our prices, and everyone seems worse off. Having handled 
price wars before, I felt that we were going to mop up the town, as I 
did not feel the opposition could afford to try to compete with us on our 
slashed scale. We are all losing more money each week than before, 
and it only looks like a case of which one can stand the drain the longest. 
(And the funny part of it all is that the dear old public doesn’t seem to 
appreciate what has been given them.)’ 





Will Hays in speaking at Masquers’ dinner to Governor James J. 
Rolph in Hollywood commented on the fact that several years ago while 
attending a dinner Rolph, who was Mayor of San Francisco, asked him 
a number of questions as to campaigning. Shortly afterward Rolph 
announced his candidacy for the governorship. Hays figured Rolph 
might have used the advice he had given him, 

When the Governor got up he replied that he had followed Hays’ 
advice throughout and was still following it. One pointer was to visit 
every county in the state each year and meet the people, for which the 
Governor is noted 





An independent serial producer on the coast has a new way of pro- 
curing story and production ideas without paying for them. First pro- 
cedure is to invite a down and out writer out for lunch and discuss 
certain story ideas across the table. By the time lunch is over, the pro- 
ducer has several ideas which he files for future reference and when 
ready to start production hires a $50 a week scribe to work out a 
continuity. 

Same method applies to any difficult production problem, such as trick 
work and process shots. 





Hays office, after examining the script of ‘Okay America,’ Universal 
columnist story, returned it to the studio stating that its kidnaping 
sequence of a 22-year-old girl smacked of the Lindbergh case and would 
not be appropriate, also that it was a violation of federal statutes. They 
told the studio that if it were kept in the scenario U would have to 
accept all responsibility so far as censorship is concerned. 

Hays office also objected to a scene where the columnist is shown on 
friendly terms with the President of the United States, 





Despite protests from Italian officials, Paramount has taken a deter- 
mined attitude concerning the Italian war retreat in ‘Farewell to Arms,’ 
and the script now calls for the ‘black page in Italian history’ to be 
shown as told in the novel. 

Requests from officials, when Par bought the book, that this part be 
toned down, were never granted by the studio, but it had indicated there 
would be nothing to cause Italy any worry. 





WEB will reveal the first natural color feature in some time when ‘Mr. 
X’ starts its screen travels. As the title implies it’s a mystery film with 
the Studio awaiting results before making further and similar type 
stories in color. Lee Tracey is arnong the principals. 

Out at Burbank they believe the hues are going to be a help. Picture 
was processed by Technicolor with which company WB has a contract 
holding over from former musical days. 





Reported that one angle on Frank Borzage being taken off Fox’s ‘Cav- 
alcade,’ now assigned to Frank Lloyd, is that Borzage has but one more 
picture to go on his present contract. With adjustments on all tickets 
in view, a big picture like ‘Cavalcade’ might cause Borzage to hit his 
peak and make contractual demands accordingly. 

Borzage had been sent abroad to view the Noel Coward play in its 
original London setting. 

Because a double who resembles Gary Cooper appeared in Japan-made 
sequences of ‘Madame Butterfly,’ Paramount can’t pick the actor it 
wants for the picture. Studio previously decided to use Cooper and 
Sylvia Sidney for the leads, and used doubles for them in long shots 
with Japanese backgrounds. 

Par doesn’t want Cooper for the part now, so has about decided to use 
Cary Grant, who could pass for Cooper in a pinch, 





Unusual outcome in the proposed chance for a build-up of a performer 
is Warner Brothers’ concern over Dick Powell. WB grabbed the m. c. 





out of Pittsburgh for a small part in ‘Blessed Event.’ Powell handled 


| the Stadium’s platform. 
| the personal appearance to think of their jobs. 


Boys, it developed, had been too overawed by 


Cameramen appealed to NBC’s press department to get the blackface 
pair down to the meeting hall for the poses they had missed. Network's 
p. a.’s tried hard, but Correll and Gosden refused. 





Indifference of a number of the party’s bigwigs toward keeping sched- 
uled broadcast engagements during the Democratic convention had the 
Chicago stations so peeved some arrived late at the mike, others sent 
subs, while some failed to show up altogether. 

Hearst's ‘Herald and Examiner,’ in particular, took an editorial sock 
at the delinquent statesmen, declaring that it is ‘hard to imagine how 
men who will be begging the radio public for votes a few months hence 
can act so independently now.’ H-E operates KYW. 





Hearst organization has totally severed KYW, Chicago, from financial 
interlocking with the ‘Herald’ and ‘Examiner,’ through which daily the 
station had hithertofore been operated. Separate set of books have been 
assigned to the outlet and the sheet will now buy its time and be charged 
for it accordingly like any other customer. Unlinking of the wave length 
from the H-E payroll comes on the heels of Westinghouse’s move for 
federal permission to shift the station to Philadelphia. Hearst is a 
Westinghouse lessee, 





With the Wynn-Richman-Burns and Allen type of dialog comedy 
clicking on the air, an epidemic of script commercials is foreseen for the 
fall. As long as anything that goes over with the public is not to be 
dramatic, the broadcasting powers would much prefer if some new style 
of musical and dramatic presentation evolved. 

The air moguls are committed to the idea that music particularly is 
the backbone of radio and would rather that the ether progress continued 
more along musical lines. 





Wire charges for an out-of-town network broadcast are less if the 
act itself is paying for it than if an ad agency is footing the bill. 

If a CBS or NBC turn has to stand the wire charges the networks 
make it as small as possible. However, if the ad agency handling the 
account which features the act foots the bill, the networks sock plenty. 
With acts the networks eliminate special service charges, etc., all of 
which is included if the ad agency pays. 





KHJ, Los Angeles CBS outlet, has built up a program through desire 
of some staff members to have fun at NBC’s expense. 

On every Merrymaker’s broadcast, held Saturday nights, some promi- 
nent NBC program is kidded with a burlesque of each performer, and all 
slogans used. 





. 


William S. Paley of the CBS wanted to sign Phil Harris, the Cocoanut 
Grove orchestra leader in Los Angeles, to a radio contract but Ben 
Frank of the L. A. Ambassador hotel wouldn’t release him. 

Formerly of Lofner and Harris, the comedian half of the team, formed 
his own orchestra and took it south from the St. Francis hotel, San 
Francisco, into the Grove. 


— = 





the role well encugh to extract a contract from this company, but the 
worry is still there, 

It’s predicated on Powell, in ‘Event,’ having been directed to make his 
interpretation of the character, really the script’s light ‘heavy,’ a bit 
nancy. Hence, the WB wrinkles over Powell have to do with the ques- 
tion of being able to overcome this first screen impression for him and 
whether they made it too strong in the first instance. Due to subsequent 
events, Powell is cogitating, too. 





George Arliss took top place in the picture star popularity poll of the 
Manchester ‘Guardian.’ 

Next in affections of the English paper’s readers are Charles Chaplin, 
Marie Dressler, Ruth Chatterton, Clive Brook, Janet Gaynor, Norma 
Shearer, Ronald Colman, Gordon Harker (English player) and Emil 
Jannings. 





Present tendency of major studios on the Coast to unload contract 
players, directors and writers is reviving business for the free lance press 
agent. 

Studios which heretofore barred the presence of a solo p. a. are now 
unconcerned, as the free lance artist is only employed for one picture 
and any outside torch bearers for that particular player could not ma- 
terially interfere with the studio publicity campaign. 





Paramount has turned one of its stages over to Stuart Walker, head 
of the coaching school for his exclusive use in training promising play- 
ers for build-ups. Players who have ‘arrived’ will also have the privi- 
lege of using this studio school. Walker has been on the lot six months 
coaching talent. 





Though Carl Laemmle, Jr., states there is no intention of Universal 
taking the satire out of ‘Once In a Lifetime,’ now in production, the 
sequence with the Schlepkin Brothers is out. 

This bit had a family of 12 brothers visiting the rival producer in the 


play. 





Difficult for lodges and societies to fine sflent comedies for their meet- 
ings. Few have been able to change to sound apparatus. 

One indie film firm seems to be the only company still chasing this 
business. It is not making any new subjects, but seems to replace worn 
prints with new copies and manages to command quite a little trade, 





Radio’s production of ‘Liberty Road,’ chain gang story, will contain 
at least 10 oldtime ‘prisoner’ songs in addition to an original thematic 
number created by Clarence Muse under the title of ‘Liberty Road.’ 

Muse will also sing this number in the picture. 





In line with Radio Pictures’ hunt for talent in the east, the RCA Pho- 
tophone studio on 5th avenue, New York, is making an average of six 
tests weekly. 





Third quarterly statement for Warner Brothers will be issued Aug. 
Ist. Losses, it was stated, will be under those of the previous quarter, 
which were given as $3,400,000. 





RKO’s attempt to have Col. Butterfield and Gov. Sterling, the owners, 
reduce the rent on the Palace, Rockford, Ill., met a cold refur-ie 





Good western, these days, from a distribution angle, grom >: ound 
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™ Cantor’s Hollywood ‘Showcase 
For Inducing Film Buys on the Spot 


New method for displaying to film | 64-Year-Old Opera Star 


®xecutives shows which for one rea- 
son or another have not. been 
bought for pictures, has been 


worked out by Lew Cantor, who 
will be established in a Hollywood 
theatre with a stock company un- 
der the guest star system. Rights 
to present about 100 plays for pic- 
ture rights purposes have been ar- 
ranged for, the coast spot to be 
known as the ‘Hollywood Show- 
case.’ 

First 10 shows have been selected. 
Nearly every play in the group had 
received a picture offer but the pro- 
ducers held out for higher bids, pic- 
ture people in the meantime grow- 
ing cold or slashing the original bid. 
Managers now would be willing to 
accept moderate money for the 
rights. 

Cantor will act in the guise of 
an agent, producers and authors, 
retaining the full rights less the 
sales percentage. Managers whom 
he will represent are John Golden, 
Arthur Hopkins, Theatre Guild, 
Shuberts, L. Lawrence Weber, A. H. 
Woods, George Tyler, Charles Hop- 
kins, Lawrence Rivers, W. A. Brady. 

Saving Time 

Expectation is that by putting 
on shows in the heart of the studio 
field, there will be a saving of time 
in reconsidering the picture possi- 
bilities, because executives and di- 
rectors would be able to observe 
without the matter going through 
intermediaries, There also will be 
the opportunity of seeing new tal- 
ent perform, 

List of plays first to be given are: 
*Topaze,’ ‘On the Spot,’ ‘Bird in 
Hand,’ ‘Camel Through the Needle’s 
Eye,’ ‘Experience Unnecessary,’ 
‘Philip Goes Forth,’ ‘Behold This 
Dreamer,’ ‘Maggie the Magnificent,’ 
‘Ritzy,’ and ‘That's Gratitude.’ At 
least two 'in the group played a 
year on Broadway. 

Cantor is a vaudeville and legit 
producer. His most successful try 
in the latter field was ‘Courage.’ 
Original picture bid was claimed 
to have been $80,000, which he re- 
jected, only later to sell the rights 
for $40,000. cn 


The ‘Showcase’ will change the 
bill weekly. Admission will be 
$1.50 top. 





BLIND GIVE OPERETTA, 
DANCE ENSEMBLES, TOO 


Toronto, July 4. 

Remarkable performance by 
Brantford Institute for the Blind of 
‘Princess Ju Ju,’ Japanese operetta, 
attracting interest. Cast and chorus 
entirely composed of sightless ac- 
tors and success of experiment in 
what was thought to be a closed 
realm for the blind will undoubted- 
ly excite widespread discussion 
among those interested in their edu- 
cation and recreation. 

Delivery of lines and singing of 
principals were splendid, but what 
filled spectators with amazement 
was the ease and grace with which 
intricate dance ensembles were pre- 
sented, ‘second sight’ as it were, 
controlling the movements of the 
principals. 








Pittsbgh. Stock Prospect 
Pittsburgh, July 4. 

Ed Vail, former director for the 
George Sharp stock company at the 
Pitt, reported to be seeking local 
backing to support a stock troupe 
of his own at the Pitt next season. 

Pittsburgh, always a good stock 
town, considered a natural setup 
for a repertory troupe in the fall 
‘since there’s a strong likelihood 
that only one legit site, the Nixon, 
will be in operation. Other house, 
the Alvin, which the Shuberts had 
under lease from Warner Brothers, 
understood to be closing perma- 
nently. 





Altoona Park Stock 


Altoona, July 4. 

The Lakemont Park theatre, dark 
since the opening of the park Me- 
morial Day, opened Saturday (27) 
with the University Players. Troupe 
includes Florence and Catherine 
Hastings, locals who have been ac- 
tive in New York Little Theatre 
and otherwise; Carlton Ayers, local 
dramatics director; Libby Lewis, 
formerly | Provincetown Players; 





$800 Behind in Alimony 
Chicago, July 4. 

Summoned for being $800 in ar- 
rears on alimony payments, Vittorio 
Trevasan, 64-year-old former star 
of the Chicago Civic Opera, painted 
a picture of poverty before Judge 
Sabbath in the Superior court. Bari- 
tone described the parade of trades- 
men and other creditors that were 
beleaguring him and pleaded that 
because of his age and the present 
state of opera he was unable to get 
any engagements, 
Quizzed about his assets by the 
attorney for his wife, Cecilia, who 
divorced him in March, 1931, on 
cruelty grounds, Trevasan said he 
owned two lots in California, valued 
at $3,500. It was the judge’s sug- 
gestion that he deed one of these 
pieces of property to his wife and 
he was allowed a week to think it 
over. 


SHUBERT RECEIVERSHIP 
FIRST SHOW DATE SET 


No developments in the Shubert 
receivership situation are expected 
until late in the summer. At that 
time hearings are due on the pro- 
posed probe of the corporation 
since its inception in 1924. Charles 
E. Hughes, Jr., special counsel who 
will pass on the petition to in- 
vestigate, is reported having sailed 
for Europe last week. With Judge 
Francis Caffey also abroad, no 
court proceeding is possible. 

All necessary orders from the 
court have been issued and the re- 
ceivers may proceed without in- 
struction to produce shows. Work 
on the receivers’ first new produc- 
tion ‘Americana’ is progressing and 
the revue will open in Atlantic City 
next month. First attraction to go 
out is ‘Cynara’ slated for the coast 








about the middle of the month. No 
production schedule appears to 
have been fixed as yet. ‘ e 





Merry Villagers Think 
Up One Way io Beat Tax 


One of those Greenwich Village 
group pulled a fast one in placing 
critics’ tickets outside the limit of 
the new admissions tax at the pre- 
miere of ‘The Lingering Past’ at the 
Provincetown playhouse last week. 
The groups are generally on a 
subscription basis, with various 
classes of membership. Critics were 
established as being in ‘membership 
elass E,’ tickets for such members 
being 40 cents top. Tickets with 
that printed price were sent to re- 
viewers and the membership classi- 
fication was stamped on the back by 
the Seven Arts Guild Players who 
presented ‘Past.’ 
While the new law stipulates that 
reduced price tickets call for the 
same tax as applies to higher priced 
admissions of ‘similar accommoda- 
tions,’ the Village people claim that 
does not apply to membership 
groups. Top price at the Province- 
town is $1 plus 10 cents tax. 
Broadway has no plan to take 








care. of reviewers’ tickets and for 
the present the theatres and show 
are assuming the tax burden, 





SYRACUSE’S 2D DIVA 


Syracuse, N. Y., July 4. 

Syracuse will be represented by 
a second operatic diva in the Opera 
Comique, Paris, next fall. 

Claire Alcee, soprano, in private 
life Mrs. Andrew S. White, has been 
engaged for the season starting in 
October. 

Her predecessor there is Hallie 
Stile, socially Mrs. Grant D. Green 
of Syracuse. 





Dixon’s Co. In Dubuque 


Dubuque, Ia., July 4. 
Don and Mazie Dixon stock re- 
turned to Spensley for a summer 
run. Here annually for nearly 10 
years. 
To play 25 and 35. 





Jitney Players Touring 
New Haven, July 4. 
Jitney Players, who ran summer 
stock at their Madison headquarters 
past several summers, will tour this 
season and play Madison only one 








Mary Lawrence and Russ Boettiger.i week, July 11, 


PLAYS ABROAD 


Maedchen in Uniform 


(‘Girls in Uniform’) 
Paris, June 24. 

A play adapted and staged by Henri 
Varna in 12 tableaux from Christa Win- 
sloe’s ‘Gestern und Heute.’ Starring Ar- 
lette Marchal. Featuring Jeanne Lion, 
Reyna-Capelio, Marcelle Barry and others, 
Studio de Paris, Paris, June 2 








Production was especially difficult 
due to stage being only about 10 
feet deep, and difficulty of shifting 
props, with no possibilities of flying 
anything except backdrops on 
rollers. Henri Varna solved the 
problem by using trick props. Also, 
in staging the production, he con- 
siderately forgot his Casino de 
Paris slant, and refrained from in- 
jecting dirt in a show of Lesbian 
possibilities. 

Arrangement is in 12 tableaux, 
including several in front of the 
curtain, giving time to change 
backgrounds, with only one inter- 
mission, 

Play, which shows the extreme 
fondness of a girl for one of her 
school mistresses in a Prussian 
girls’ academy, has been left with 
the original conclusion of the girl 
committing suicide, contrary to the 
film version, where a happy ending 
was found indispensable. 

Arlette Marchal does the be- 
witching schoolmistress in a way, 
which for pulchritude, poise, and 
command, is on a par with that of 
the film actress, doing the same 
part. Her performance—her first 
on the legit stage—has drawn more 
favorable comments than any act- 
ing in Paris for some time, and may 
mean her going to talkers. 

She had only played in silents. 
She is nicely. supported by Jeanne 
Lion as the Prussian-minded head 
mistress. The difficult role of the 
ill-fated girl is satisfactorily done 
by Reyna Capello. Marcelle Barry 
as the favorite assistant of the head 
mistress, does a very amusing im- 
personation. 

Production is naturally handi- 
capped as compared to the film by 
the limited number of girls, and the 
necessity of using real actresses, 
whilst screen product was done by 
real schoolgirls. A dozen young 
actresses take their place, with 
Wanda—well known for youthful 
impersonations—giving a good per- 
formance, and Nena de Vedo, an- 
other one of the girls—a screen pos- 
sibility. 

Due to publicity derived from the 
film, and Arlette Marchal’s  sen- 
sational appeal, show is likely to 
have a fair run. Despite the small 
size of the theatre, precluding 
grosses over $700, show is leaving 
a comparatively handsome profit, 
with a small nut. Mazi. 


Little Girl Grows Up 


Budapest, June 19. 

A musical comedy in three acts by 
Istvan Bekeffi, music by Lajos Lajtai. 
First presented by the City Summer The- 
atre in Budapest, June 11. In the cast: 
Franci Gaal, Emmy Kosari, Nusi Somogyi, 
Dezso Kertesz, Paul Javor, Gyula Csortos, 
Ida Turai, Martin Ratkay, etc, 





The Buda Summer Theatre has 
a great advantage over its winter 
colleagues, the more pretentious 
theatres, this one being an old and 
rather ramshackle timber edifice, 
available in the warm season only. 
This time the authors of the new 
summer operetta seem to have re- 
lied a little too much on their big- 
name cast. There is fun and humor 
in many details of the plot, but too 
much sentimental stuff and the 
music too ‘popular’ to avoid being 
commonplace. 
Plot concerns savage little 17- 
year-old girl, growing up in the 
backwoods with four boy cousins 
as companions. The ‘Cowboy Re- 
public,’ as they call themselves, has 
the girl, Cenny, for queen, and the 
unruly children are the terror of 
the countryside. When pretty 
widowed mother tries to sell the 
estate to a rich old Italian, to get 
out of debt and marry her old 
suitor, the Italian falls in love with 
Cenny and mother tries to marry 
her off. Cenny is ready to sacrifice 
herself to save the estate. 
The faithful Cowboy § subjects 
drop a hint to mother that Cenny 
is unhappy because. she _ loves 
George, young engineer. Mother 
finds out she has just been trying 
to make her daughte- unhappy just 
as she has been made unhappy her- 
self, by refusing the man she loved 
and marrying a rich old man— 
whereupon she sends away her own 
old lover and decides to sacrifice 
herself. 

Franci Gaal, as the little savage 
girl, is good as usual, but rather 





palls in the same type of role seen 
many times. The most spirited co- 
medians are two old-timers, Rat- 
kay and Nusi Somogyi, as the tutor 


probably run throughout the sum- 


mer. Jacobi. 
1,000 GOOD THINGS 
(Ezerjo) 
Budapest, June 17. 
Two-act musical, book by Imre Har- 


math, music by Miklos Brodszky. Pre- 
sented by Royal Orpheum, Budapest, on 
June 10. In the cast: Marika Rokk, Olly 
Szokolay, Aladar Sarkady, Istvan Gyer- 


syai, Kornel D’Arrigo, Arpad Latabar, etc. 


The show is somewhat along 
“Wonder Bar’ lines, being about a 











and the housekeeper. The play will | 


icomposer at the piano, 


Plays on 


Broadway 





THE WEB 


Melodrama in two acts presented at the 
Morosco June 27 by Charles H. Abramson 


and Jess Smith; written by Frederick 
Herendeen: staged by Frank McCormack. 

Warden 6ullivan........... Frank Shannon 
DGGE, come is ok oso0 ssneenbsia tins John Bohn 
Professor Warren........William Ingersoll 
BUOGD FOMOER.. .cccvcesoes Harold DeBecker 
Marian Warren.....cecsssss: Elizabeth Day 
Ett TIGUMRS. ccccccccees Sherling R. Oliver 
Robert Clark.......e08- Edmund McDonald 
Rocky Flint....ccccessesesss Curtis Karpe 
FROG WURGOe ce wecccccccctes Melville Anderson 





A new team of producers present 
a thriller with an inhuman killer, as 
wierd an idea as any of the past 
season. For a change it is in two 
acts. First grisly, the balance un- 
even, with improbabilities and im- 
possibilities piling up thickly. Little 
chance for this type piece, anyway 
in the torrid season. 

Frederick Herendeen who wrote 
‘The Web,’ first called ‘Dread,’ may 
have had Poe in the back of his 
head, as for instance the ‘Murders 
of the Rue Morgue’ with its homi- 
cides committed by a simian. In 
this play a giant spider does the 
dirty work. 

Scene in a cottage in the midst 
of Florida’s vast Everglades. It is 
the laboratory of Professor Warren 
whose theory that he could develop 
man-size spiders had resulted in his 
being hooted out of a scientist's 
circle when a younger man, The 
locale is infested with bugs of all 
kinds, lethal snakes, quagmires— 


quite a place for a murder and yet 
the professor’s attractive niece 
Marian has been there with him for 
two years. 

Warren's assistant is Moto Ishada 
a Japanese physician. Nearest 
neighbor is Lett Hollins and his 
pappy who runs a snake farm, just 
Florida crackers. The professor and 
his aide have succeeded in growing 
the giant spider, which is locked in 
a safe-like vault and is fed raw 
meat. Theory back of the experi- 
ment is that by the development of 
certain glands the world would 
eventually be rid of cripples. The 
Jap’s angle is the expectation of his 
race becoming taller people—the 
Russians and the Chinese look down 
upon the Japs, claims Moto. 

Two murderers awaiting execution 
escape from prison and are being 
sought in the swamp by Warden 
Sullivan. The blood-hounds in- 
dicate the felons have come toward 
the Professor's cottage. A search 
of the attic results in the ghastly 
discovery of one prisoner’s body, 
suspended from a rafter with a 
peculiar silken cord around the 
neck. Subsequently the other con- 
vict is found done to death in a 
similar manner. 

The professor and the Jap know 
the secret. Somehow their spider 
had escaped by bending the bars of 
a small window in his vault. Any- 
how it is a smart spider, doing away 
with two bad men, letting the others 
alone. Once the thing is shown 
dimly grabbing a victim and hoist- 
ing him up to the attic. At the 





summer restaurant, Budapest’s 
equivalent for a roadhouse, with the 
auditorium arranged to represent 
the inn garden, guests sitting at 
tables. A thoroughly good, gay 
show and it cannot fail to attract 
audiences even in these days. 
There is slightly more sense in 
the plot than is usual in revue. 
On the opening night of the new 
roadhouse, at which Uncle Brun- 
huber is mine host, Elsie, prima 
donna at the neighboring summer 
theatre, is hostess. Here she meets 
her partner of last year, the actor 
Tibor, who jilted her. 

She wants to punish him, so at 
Uncle Brunhuber’s suggestion a 
couple of actors are dressed up as 
Hussar officers who pay Elsie un- 
mistakable attention. Tibor gets 
jealous, there is a row, with a 
thunderstorm to add to the con- 
fusion (hail falling from the roof 
among the audience, in the form of 
candy drops) and the situation is 
cleared up when the prop man from 
the theatre comes ‘» fetch the Hus- 
sar officers’ uniforms which they 
borrowed for the occasion—Tibor 
explaining that the woman he went 
away with last year was his sister. 

Chief among the attractions ap- 
pearing at the roadhouse is Marika 
Rokk, in the part of mine host’s 
daughter, a ballet dancer. Miss 
Rokk, who danced in vaudeville 
theatres abroad, made her appear- 
ance for the first time in musical 
|comedy this year. Young, beautiful, 
a capital dancer and learning how 
to act with grace and charm, she is 
a great asset. Sarkadi, in the part 
of the innkeeper, gave a fine com- 
edy performance. 

The whole production is very 
‘spirited and amusing, and in spite 
| of much local allusion and jokes, 
might make its way elsewhere, as 
did ‘Wonder Bar.’ Brodszky com- 
posed quite a number of catchy, at- 
tractive tunes, performed by three 
orchestras on the stage, with tho 
Jacobi, 





tin 


finale the boy friend invades the 
living room and is done away with 
by a gas bomb. All the while it is 
raining torrents outside, but none 
of the other bugs are in evidence. 

Added to the characters is an As- 
sociated Press reporter from Miami 
He immediately goes for Marian and 
a dash of romance is supplied. More 
personable than young Hollins he 
would seem the logical suitor for 
the girl. But when the smoke of 
the bomb clears. Lett and Marian 
are embracing. Nice girl must 
spend her days on a snake farm. 
As for Clark, the reporter, he is too 
technical about his job to be in- 
teresting. 

Three dialects, Jap, cracker and 
Irish, the latter by Frank Shannon 
as the warden. Sherling Oliver is 
the snake boy and Harold de 
Becker is Moto. Elizabeth Day is 
Marian, the only feminine char- 
acter, William Ingersoll plays the 
professor, a believe-it-or-not role. 

‘The Web’ is a picture Possibility, 


That lets it out. Ibee. 
THE LINGERING PAST 
Play in three acts presented at the 


Provincetown Playhouse June 29 by Seven 
Arts Guild; written by Leonard J. Tynan: 
staged by Edwin Hopkins. . 





Ben Morland........ Frank J. Marshall, Jr. 
TVONO’ WHER. os ccccececcecs Elizabeth King 
Kate Gardner......... heedcocas Mara Keval 
Mrs. Laura Pond..... CP eccds Esther Solveig 
Ok. Ae Charles Angelo 
Miss White..... eo 0eOeeesecboet est Anna Ray 
Beh: Se 4a be.cees 60s ks00¢ John FE. Riley 
John Gardner............ Howard McCulley 
Nancy. Gardner,.......%. Frences Tannehill 
Sam Belden........... George A. Lawrence 
BODRy Wart... cciccvicwese'ees Robert Emory 
Clara Smith..... eeevcece Henrietta Appleby 
NS 6d iV k sss ane bie co Dona Fairchild 
OOS WiaME. . occ ccicccess Edmund Hale 





Down in Greenwich Village the 
drama takes it on the chin plenty, 
but they do try anyhow. Latest at 
the Provincetown Playhouse is a 
rather agonizing effort by the play- 
ers and for the audience. 

At a country boarding house con- 
ducted by Kate and John Gardner, 
who, by the way, always goes fishe 
ing with a rod minus hook and line, 
comes Mrs. Laura Pond, an ad- 
venturess. It turns out that she is 
Gardner’s divorced wife and had 
married a supposedly rich man, who 
died. Recently she was mixed up 
in a phoney card game, the victim 
of which was given kayo drops. 

Laura’s trouble now concerns 
Nancy, her daughter, who is being 
brought up by the Gardners. She 
emotes over the kid in a sudden fit 
of maternal anxiety and argues that 
the child would be the influence te 
straighten out her life. On the side, 
Laura suggests that John elope with 
her and they take Nancy, whose 
skipping entrances and exits 
aroused giggles out front. In the 
end it seems the mug nicked in 
the card game passes out and Laura 
is pinched as an accessory to the 
killing. 

There is one mild laugh. An old 
maid ‘boarder complains about A. T. 
& T. going away down under the 
price she bought it at. Turns out 
she has one share. This conversa- 
tion is with a stock gypper, a fellow 
who looks like anything else but, 
and who seems to be an exponent of 
the hidden ball trick. 

Esther Solveig is the unhappy 
Laura, and she looks it; but the 
best appearance is made by Mara 
Keval as Mrs. Gardner. Cast made 
up of unknowns who do not appear 
to be professionals. Admission is a 
buck top plus tax. Ibee. 


Future Plays 


‘Squarehead,’ by Elliott Lester 
for Shepard Traube next fall. Les- 
ter wrote ‘Two Seconds.’ 

‘Gay Diplomat,’ by Gotwald ana 
Lothar, for Walter Brooks next sea- 
son. Also has ‘Devotion,’ by Elliott 
Lester. 

‘Exit,’ which was given a tryout 
last season as ‘Lily,’ will be done in 
the fall by George Abbott and 
Philip Dunning, who authored it in 
collaboration with his wife Frances. 
George Abbott will direct, with 
Dorothy Hall featured and James 
Bell and Douglas Dumbrille in sup- 
port. 

‘Vanderbilt Pot-Pourri,” musical, 
being planned by Lyle D. Andrews 
for his Vanderbilt theatre. Will in- 
clude some of the skits from ‘Nine 
O'Clock Revue.’ In rehearsal July 
11, and to include Gluck-Sandor, 
Felicia Sorel, Rita Burgess Gouls 
and Eugene Lockhart. 

‘Folies Bergere’ will be the title 
, of the revue Max Rudnick hopes to 
| bring into the Liberty theatre early 
August. Rehearsals will begin 
| this week.” Harold Atterridge will 
| do the book and lyrics, with Harry 
|Carroll on the music. Allan K. 
' Foster will stage. 
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§ Chi Houses Out of Booking Pool; °° Seek Actes 


Like Slashes Insure Indie Circuit 


| imprisonment but got off by serving 
| her time in marshall’s office. 





delayed longer 
than expected, of the new legit 
single circuit which will combine 
Shubert and Erlanger theatres for 
pooking purposes, is now dated for 
the coming week. While the com- 
bination will handle the Broadway 
houses of both interests, it is out of 
town that the new syndicate is ex- 
pected to prove most effective, elim- 
inating opposition by each other’s 
attractions. It is on the road that 
receipts will be pooled, profits to 
be split after payment of rent and 
other carrying charges of theatres 
to be kept dark, should either side 
own or control them. 

It was known that only one thea- 
tre in the week stands would be 
supplied with attractions. But it 
now develops that many houses in 
the principal out of town key cities 
will also be shut out. Stands 
handled by the so-called Booking 
Co. are Chicago, Boston and Phila- 
delphia. Theatres left off the books 
in such spots may eventually be 
part of an independent booking ex- 
change that has been in the offing, 
awaiting developments in the book- 
ing situation. 

But Five in Chicago 

The Booking Company's Chicago 
house line-up indicates that but five 
houses will be operated by Erlan- 
ger’s or the Shuberts. Subject to 
change the Selwyn, Harris and 
‘Apollo will get straight shows, with 
Erlanger’s and the Grand used for 
musicals. Shut out are the Garrick, 
Blackstone, Illinois, Cort, Adelphi, 
Great Northern, Studebaker, Play- 
house, Woods and Princess. Some 
of the latter 10 will most probably 
be indie-booked. Reduction in the 
number of Loop theatres by the 
combo, is a distinct surprise. One 
or two not definitely listed to get 
attractions, may be held in reserve 
for overflow bookings. Cort, Stude- 
baker and Playhouse have always 
been independent houses. 

The Boston group to be booked 
consists of the Colonial, Majestic, 
Shubert and Plymouth. The Tre- 
mont and Wilbur are regarded as 
overflow spots, otherwise will be 
forced to book independently, 

Only Two Sure in Phila. 


Philadelphia appears to be more 
uncertain, only the Forrest and 
Chestnut Street opera house being 
sure of syndicate bookings, The 
Garrick and Shubert are question- 
able, the latter mostly because of 
new ownership (given up by the 
Shubert receivers), which also goes 
for the Walnut Street. Erlanger’s 
there is said to be definitely out. 
It is a house of high fixed charges. 

Detroit is virtually set for one 
legit house, the Cass, but the Wil- 
son is named for overflow, and will 
probably get musicals, Detroit 
opera house is out. 

Pittsburgh’s sole house for the 
Booking Co. shows will be the 
Nixon. Last season two theatres 
were used, but the Alvin is out. It 
is a Warner property. 

Cleveland will have one house, 
the Hanna. 

Cincinnati’s one legit for the sea- 
s0n will be the Shubert. The Grand 
opera house (Erlanger’s), will not 
be booked, but may try some other 
Policy. 

St. Louis will go aiong with the 
American, 

Washington will have the Na- 
tional as the solo legit spot. The 
Belasco there will be razed for gov- 
ernment purposes anyway. 

Buffalo will use Erlanger’s. The 
Heck (Shuberts, low rental), is out. 

Baltimore will have Ford's. Kan- 
sas City will continue with the 
Shubert, it having been down to a 
single legit theatre basis for some 
time. 

Los Angeles will operate with one 
theatre, the Biltmore. It is owned 
by Erlanger’s as is the Mason, which 
is not to get the combo’s shows. 

San Francisco, however, will con- 
tinue with two legit houses, the 
Curran and the Garrick. 

B’way Stagger Plan 

The manner of booking the com- 
bination’s Broadway theatres is 
definite. Erlanger houses and those 
Operated by the Shubert receivers 
will alternate in having attractions 
booked in, other than their own 
Productions. After such houses are 
Supplied those owned personally by 
the Shuberts are to be taken care 
of. 

With two-thirds of New York's 
legit houses being independent and 


Announcement, 
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Comic Funeral Scene 
Causes Local Uproar 


New Milford, Conn., July 4. | 
Brookfield Players, stock at | 
Brookfield Center, has raised a 
tempest as a result of the com- 
pany’s first offering of the season, 
Virgil Geddes’ comedy, ‘In the Tra- 
dition’ At the first performance 
part of the audience left the thea- 
tre in protest against scenes in an 
undertaking parlor being made the 
subject of comedy. 

Those who remained at the thea- 
tre regarded the play favorably and 
have called a mass meeting for to- 
morrow (5) at which the contro- 
versy will be aired. 

Following the Brookfield Center 
engagement the show was presented 
at Kent and Litchfield. No protests 
developed in either of these towns. 


LEE SHUBERT BACKING 
FOR GORDON MUSICAL 


‘Flying Colors,’ which Max Gor- 
dcn will place in rehersal within 
two weeks, will have the backing of 
Lee Shubert. Arrangement is said 
to be for this one show, a revue of 
intimate type. Gordon’s present in- 
terest with Erlanger’s is in ‘The Cat 
and Fiddle.’ That he has definitely 
split away from that office is not in- 
dicated. 

It appears a matter of production 
finances, with Erlanger’s not invest- 
ing at this time. Gordon has re- 
tained offices in the New Amster- 
dam, also having quarters in the 
Paramount building where he was 
recently appointed in an advisory 
capacity with Par. The Par con- 
nection in no way interferes with 
Gordon's legit activities. Par’s own 
legit department, the Frohman of- 
fice, will be inactive indefinitely so 
far as new production is concerned. 

When ‘Cat and Fiddle’ became in- 
volved in the financial jam at the 
Globe theatre, it was reported de- 
sired support from Erlanger’s did 
not materialize. Gordon’s Shubert 
affiliation dates from that time. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ now at the 
Cohan, started operating under a 
percentage agreement last week. 
Principal leads proposed a sliding 
scale of percentages based on the 
gross, the others being on straight 
salaries, 

Backstage operating expense 
(crew and musicians) is $3,200 
weekly, which was almost one-third 
of the gross last week. Understood 
that heads of departments have 
been earning as much if not more 
than the playing leads. Sharing 
idea was proposed by the latter with 
the idea of keeping the show go- 
ing through summer. They have ap- 

















pointed Bill O’Donnell as their man- 
agerial representative. 


That $5.50 Stock 


Newport, R. I., July 4. 
Although there are 1,000 seats 
offered at $1.10, the top is $5.50 at 
the Newport Casino theatre where 
a stock company is being presented 
again this summer. During the win- 
ter an appeal was made to the 
‘plain people’ hereabouts to help the 
society mob continue the dramatic 
season this year, and as a result 
many subscriptions were obtained. 
The admission prices are $5.50, 
$4.40, $3.30, $2.20, $1.65 and $1.10. 
This week Robert Loraine is 
starred in ‘Man and Superman’ by 
George Bernard Shaw. 


INDIE FIRM DISSOLVES 


Forbes, Martin & Lauren, trium- 
virate that produced ‘Intimate Re- 
lations’ past season, has_= split. 
George Martin is reported being the 
head of a detective bureau. 

Henry Forbes, who was an inde- 
pendent manager before this tieup, 
is on his own again and will do a 
show in September. 














sibilities are as numerous as the 
number of shows which may crop 
up. At the same time the consider- 
able group may become the back- 
bone of an independent circuit. 
That there will be as many dark 


theatres next season as the one 
just over is almost sure, because 
Broadway is over-seated. At pres- 





j}ent there are fewer shows in sight 
operated either by individuals, bank lthan usual, despite reputed marked 
affiliates or receivers, overflow pos- |activity among producers. 





agents, 


| Women’s 


i feverish rhythms. 


Cleveland, July 4. 
Pinched for giving drinks to fed 
Louise Margotte, Polish 
was fined one hour's 


stock actress, 


Actress claimed the agents posed 
as furniture movers while she was 
moving; that she served them with 
shots only because it was a cold 
day. Feds replied she charged $1.50 
for the toddies. 

After the trial actress sailed for a 
three-month vacation in Europe. 





LEGIT AGENTS 


NEAT SEASON 
WORRIES 


After a season that forced two 
casting agents out of business, sent 
another into bankruptcy and saw 
few making expenses, agents in 
legit look forward to next season 
with perturbation. : 

What the situation is can be 
realized by the statement made by 
a caster that his total intake for the 
past season was less than $1,000. 
He used to do $10,000 in good years. 
Stock casters are practically in- 
active. 

Two agents aren’t functioning 
any more. Pauline Boyle recently 
dropped out and she was preceded 
by Collins & Adams. Latter office 
had been doing little for some time, 
and when Milt Collins became ill it 
meant shutters. One agent was 
forced to take the bankruptcy 
plunge. This was Frances Robin- 
son, who filed a voluntary petition 
a month or so ago. 

Insiders state that with but two, 
or possibly three, exceptions, no 
agents made money this season 
from casting. Some might have 
shown a profit, but it developed, if 
it came at all, from place made 
outside legit. Placers who were 
fortunate enough to get some of 
their customers into films or radio 
found these commishes as their 
meal tickets. 

Situation, for the legit, had a 
peculiar angle in that the office 
coming out at the end of the season 
with a good profit is the newest one 
in the field. Agency is about a year 
or so old, but has already en- 
trenched itself as the biggest in the 
line. 

Regarded as certain that within 
a year or two there will be large- 
sized cuts made by Equity in the 
number of agents’ enfranchised. 
This will be done gradually. 








Charee Brown Placed Actors Under 
10% Contracts Without 


Delivering 


——_. 
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‘All Non-Equity Cast 
Rehearsing for Tour 


| First non-Equity show to appear 
j}around Broadway in some time is 
|Lionel Hyman’s ‘My Operation.’ 
| Show was rehearsing at the Van- 
iderbilt, but moved over to the 
Masque last week. 

Entire cast, which proposes a 
tour of Long Island by motor, are 
troupers not in Equity. Under the 
circumstances Equity can’t stop the 





show from going on, other than 
seeing that it doesn’t play union 
spots. 





Hyman is listed as in default on 
Equity’s managerial list. 


TENT SHOW FLY-BOYS’ 
$5 FOR $500 FOLDS 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
Better Business Bureau reports a 
decided falling off in ‘tent show 
sales,’ general assumption being 
that the sucker list has become 
sadly depleted. Racket was for the 
Zyp promoter .o rent a tent or ‘big 
top’ for $5, whip together some sem- 
blance of a dramatic troupe, invite 
in a lot of friends ostensibly as pay 
customers, and tie up the sucker 
for a one half interest for $500. 
With the deal closed and the 
money turned over, promotor would 
move on to another town to start 
his new partner in another venture, 
but usually kept going. Tent people 
show up a day or two later and the 
expose follows. 


‘Hullabaloo’s’ Amateur 

















Hollywood, July 4. 
After working without salary in 
the Pasadena Community Play- 
house’s production of ‘Hullabaloo,’ 
principals and other players are 
scorched over not being picked for 
the El Capitan production of the 
musical. They claim an alleged ver- 
bal agreement that they would get 
the salaried parts if ‘Hullabaloo’ 
should go over well enough to get a 
showing in a commercial house. 
Pasadena Community Playhouse, 
a little theatre, says the show is 
owned by Harold Hecht, Ralph 
Rainger and Paul Gerard Smith, 
and that its usual agreement with 
players to use them in later com- 
mercial productions does not hold. 








Frantic Cooch Passe, Subdued Style 
Next to Match Times—Mme. Rasch 





Stage dancing is in the throes of 
a new routine. 

Albertina Rasch, who put culture 
into cooch dancing and turned it 
into a smart production craze, 
prophecies its decline. 

By the time next season reaches 
its height, the turbulent wriggle 
will be as out-moded as the polka. 
Its day is done. Universally copied, 
then satired, it has run the gamut 
of its possibilities. 

What will take its place? 
Rasch knows the answer. 

The. new order, sensed by an 
originator of several, will be fluid 
and graceful. It will interpret 
melody rather than explosive jazz. 
Slow fox trot and waltz tempos will 
be revived. There will be a rena- 
scence of classical ballet combined 
with modern plastique. The stac- 
cato, portentous mood of today’s 
dancing will be absorbed by a 
smooth and peaceful idiom. 

Dance fads, Mme. Rasch explains, 
are expression of prevailing moods. 
‘Fandango-Bolero,’ the first high- 
hat cooch, started a vogue that was 
attuned to its day—harsh, angular, 
percussive, syncopated. 

Effect of Depression 

Times are changing. Economic 
conditions have retarded a wortd 
paced to hysterical 
fashions have become 
more delicate and feminized: skirts 
are longer, lines more flowing. 
Popular music has grown more 
melodic, less tortured by restless, 
Air waves are 


Mme. 


tempos. | 


liquid with the’ wilting, soft 
cadences of radio crooners. 

The Rasch routines evolve from 
the compositions they interpret. 
They take form after Mme. Rasch 
has familiarized herself with every 
note of melody and orchestration. 
In the same manner, her conception 
of next year’s trend has grown 
from attention to the influences all 
about her. 

In applying these she has fixed 
rules which, like all good rules, can 
be broken. She disapproves thor- 
oughly of satin, but she'll use ii 
when striving for a harsh, accen- 
tuated effect. She approves of con- 
trasting monotone backgrounds, bur 
will occasionally use one that dup- 
licates the color of costumes. This 
brings about an effect of limitless 
space, an indefinite floor and pros- 
cenium line that is well suited to 
delicate, airy numbers. Her favor- 
ite fabrics are soft velvets, chiffons 
and clinging chalk crepe. 


ACTOR BECOMES PRIEST 
Arlington, Mass., July 4. 
tev, Ralph Francis Cullen, 
O.F.M., who five years ago aban- 
doned a stage career, has just been 
ordained in the Franciscan order. 
He celebrated his first solemn high 
mass in St. Agnes church here. 
| Fr. Cullen was born in 
Mass. He became an actor after 
leaving college. While playing in 
Atlantic City he left the stage and 
; entered the Franciscan Novitiate at 
Paterson, N. J. 








Cast Stays That Way 


Quincy, | 


Rack of Equity’s cancellation of 
Chamberlain Brown's personal rep- 
resentative permit, which demoted 
ithe casting agency ‘to the No. 2 
|special permit classification, are al- 
|legations as to the practices within 
| the Brown office. It was said that 
lat one time Brown claimed to have 
1/150 players under Class A contract, 
jthe only form which permits a 
110% fee from actors for the entire 
length of the engagement. A 5% 
fee applies to the other forms. 

Equity took the position that 
| Brown could not give the necessary 
personal attention to that number 
of players. That and the several 
complaints filed by actors on the 
grounds that the agent had not ful- 
filled the contract requirements, led 
to the council taking action. 

Additional Violations 
The primary stipulation in such 
agreements provides that the agent 
guarantee to the.actor the latter’s 
salary, as averaged for three sea- 
sons prior to the date of the con- 
tract, for at least 20 weeks per sea- 
son, Complaints to Equity are said 
to have stated that clause was vio- 








lated. It was inferred that there 
were additional violations, unre- 
ported. 


Unverified were complaints that 
Brown had in some cases estab- 
lished a weekly minimum salary of 
$50 for some players contracted un- 
der the personal representative 
form. There is no doubt that Brown 
used some of the actors given the 
20-week salary guarantee in stock 
companies which he has been con- 
ducting at Greenwich, Conn., and 
in the Riviera, former New York 
subway circuit house. 

Possible suits may result from 
Brown's failure to make good on 
the 20-week salary guarantee, 
Such actions would be individual, 
Equity not participating except as 
a witness. 


Shuberts to Rehash 
Closed ‘Nonny, Nonny’ 
As ‘Village Follies’ 


Shuberts took over and closed 
‘Hey, Nonny Nonny.’ Rehashed, 
restaged and retitled it will go back 











into rehearsal Monday (11) to 
eventually emerge as the next 
‘Greenwich Village Follies. Ted 


Healy will be the star. 

Program now is to throw out 
about 50% of the material, J. J. 
Shubert and Jack Del Bondio, pro- 
ducer of ‘Hey, Nonny Nonny’ worke- 
ing on the changes. 

Piece will reopen, if ready, Au- 
gust 1, in Atlantic City, going from 
there for two weeks each in Phila- 
delphia and Boston and eventually 
alighting at the Shubert or 44th St. 
in New York. 

J. J. Shubert is personally inter- 
ested in making over the revue. In 
addition to Healy, Sophie Tucker 
and Phil Baker are mentioned go- 
ing into the cast giving the show a 
name tie-up. Show will have a group 
of Gertrude Hoffman girls. 

Additional sketches and numbers 
are to be suppliei by Nat and Max 
Lief and Michael Cleary. For- 
rest Haring and Del Bondio, who 
presented ‘Nonny’ wii! retain an in- 
terest. i 


Wharf Theatre Try-Out 


Ray-Hewes has taken ‘Early to 
Bed,’ comedy by William Miles and 
Dan Blackwell and will try it out 
at their Wharf Theatre, Province- 
town, week of July 25. Donald 
Meek and Blanche Ring will play 
the leads and if the show clicks 
it’ll come right into New York with 
the same cast. 

Company also has ‘9 Pine Street,’ 
a mystery play by the same authors 
for production about September. 
Robert Edmond Jones has designed 
sets for this play based on the ace 
tual house in Boston on which the 
| play is said to be based. 


Schwab-Connolly Leads 


Ethel Merman, Lou Holtz and Sid 
| Silvers are already set in the mu- 
sical Larry Schwab and Bobby Cone 
nolly are doing under their new 
' production combo. Show is to be 
called ‘Humpty Dumpty.’ 
fehearsals start in August. Sile 
|vers is on the coast in films, bug 
‘will return in time for the show. 
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Bway Legits Off $3,000 to $7,000; 


Monday s| Rain Helps. Only 9 Left 


Two musicals on Broadway 
dropped $7,000 a piece in gross last 
week, That is what fair weather} 
and the three-day holiday over the 


Fourth did to business. 

livery attraction was affected, the 
average drop among the others be- 
iny around $3,000 and it was ex- 
pected that this week would be just 
as bad. However, Monday (4) 
brought showers and three shows 
which gambled with the weather 


ani gave matinees got a _ break. 
Usual influx of holiday subuvbanites 
ficured in attendence. 

July figures to be a dead month 
in the legit. One or two new shows 
are casually scheduled to open, but 
thet is all. Withdrawal of two 
shows last Saturday reduced the 
list of attractions to nine, plus one 
in Greenwich Village. By the end 

of this week, the survivors may not 
number more than six shows. 


‘Face Music’ Quits 


‘Face the Music’ will stop at the 
New Amsterdam this week. It was 
supposed to have been set for sum- 
me:, what with the operating nut 
pared away down. Dropped sharply 
last week, but a cast withdrawal 
(Mavy Boland) is blamed for the 
closing. ‘Hey, Nonny Nonny’ was 
withdrawn from the Shubert, but 
may reappear on Broadway next 
month recast as tie ‘Greenwich Vil- 
laz> Follies” ‘A Thousand Sum- 
mers’ closed at the Selwyn. 

‘Jhow Boat’ got socked but topped 
the list at $29,000; ‘Of Thee I Sing’ 
affected somewhat but big at $26,- 
509; ‘Another Language’ best of the 
comedies slipped under $9,000. 

‘The Web’ at the Morosco has 
litt: chance except for picture 
money; ‘The Lingering Past’ at the 
Provincetown has no chance to 
move uptown. No shows scheduled 
this week nor next, 

The August list of musicals slated 
for premiere in Atlantic City during 
August and early September in- 
clude: ‘Vanities,’ ‘Ballyhoo,’ ‘Fly- 
ins Colors,’ ‘Americana,’ Brown and 
Henéderson’s revue, with ‘Scandals’ 
a possibility, while a new ‘Follies’ 
is due later. 

Estimates for Last Week 
(Top prices includo federal 
of 10%) 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (1ith 
wook) (C-708-$3.30). Over the holi- 
day exodus and sunny weather got 


NEW. 


NON-SMARTING, 
TEARPROOF 


Maybelline 


Her>'s what you've been 
wani1g — for off stage 
and on. A real eyelash 
darkener; one that goes 
on right the first time and 
that won't run, smear or 
sma:t with tears or per- 
spiration, Positively non-smarting! The "most 

pu'ar mipeere with the profession. Perfectly 

armiess, the NEW Maybelline. Black or 

Brown, 5 c at-any toilet goods counter. 


tax 













jto comedy leader; under $9,000; 
lovvest gross to date. 

‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (6th week) 
| (C-1,043-$3.30). Players’ getting 
;some share of proceeds after ex- 
pens>s are deducted; under $4,000. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (39th 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Dived last 
week like most others; approxi- 
mately $9,500; leads are on sliding 
scale, according to gross. 

‘Counsellor - at- Law,’ Plymouth 
(36th week) (C-1,041-$3.30). House 
and show under same management 
and pooling; last week about $5,090, 
but sticking for while. 

‘Face the Music,’ New Amsterdam 
(21st week) (M-1,720-$3.30). Final 
week with lead going Hollywood 





reason for closing; dived under 
$15,000. 
‘Hey, Nonny, Nonny,’ Shubert. 


Closei Saturday (2) after playing 
fovr weeks. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,” Music Box (28th 
wee) (M-1,000-$5.50). The stand- 
out; prize winner did some chop- 
ping, but played to excellent gross 
of about $26,500. 

‘The Web,’ Morosco (2nd week) 
(D-893-$3.30). Will try to stay three 
weeks for picture rights; mystery 
piece drew those kind of notices 
and litile trade thereafter; two for 
ones and other cuts. 

‘Thousand Summers,’ Selwyn. 
Withdraws Saturday; played six 
weeks to tepid trade. 

Other Attractions 
‘Show Boat,’ Casino (Carroll). 
Front running revival affected like 
the others; $29,000 last week; low- 
est figure to date. 
‘The Lingering Past,’ Province- 
town; only for the Village. 
‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldorf; 
vival; may close this week. 
‘Destruction,’ Chanin auditorium; 
just two days. 


Cornell's Good 19 Days, 
Frisco; $12,000 Final 5 


San Francisco, July 4. 
Two July 4 openings leave Ina 
Claire and Ernest Truex the only 
firewcrks in the local legit heavens. 
Form >?r, in ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ is at 
the Curran; latter at the Geary with 
‘Whi.tling in the Dark.’ 
Erlanger’s Columbia and Duffy’s 
Alcazar are dark. 
Katherine Cornell bowed out of 
the Curran Saturday (2) after 19 
good days with ‘Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street.’ Final five hit around 
$12,000, 
‘Borkeley Square’ dropped at the 
Columbia, deuce week drawing a 
meazsre $4,000. 


re- 











PLAYS LAWN DATE 


Syracuse, July 4. 
Jitney Players, headed by Alice 
Keating Cheney, will park their 
auto theatre on Drumlins orchard 
lawn here Friday night and present 
the early 18th Century classic 
English melodrama, ‘The Murder in 
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LIQUIDATING THE ENTIRE STOCK OF 


WOMEN’S AND MEN’S 


FASHIONABLE 


WEARABLES 


AT TREMENDOUS REDUCTIONS 


(Theatrical Merchandise Included) 


A genuine liquidation of every lovely and practical article 


in the Nat Lewis Shops, 


at remarkably low prices 


ALL MERCHANDISE ASSEMBLED 
AT THESE SHOPS: 


1580 B’WAY 409 MADISON HOTEL M’TCLAIR HOTEL ST. REGIS 


Men’s Shop at 48th St. Lex. 


Fifth at 55th St. 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Chameleon’ (Hyman) Mas- 
que. 

‘Thanks A Lot’ (Franum & 
London) National. 











CONVENTION NO 
HELP TO Ciil 
LEGS 


Chicago, July 4. 
Cast and show put on at the 
Deniocretic shindig packed too many 
ingredients for the surviving legit 


duo to compete with last week. 
‘Love on Approval,’ which had held 
on at the Playhouse in the hc pe of 
garnering a shekel or two fro:n the 
convention visitors, withered £atur- 
day (2), leaving the field intact to 
Lew Leslie’s ‘Clowns in Clover.’ 
Leslie i3 still tinkering away at 
his latest revue, last Sunday night’s 
(26) entry at the Apollo hoping to 
lift it into something that will make 
it worth $3 to the local citizenry. 
Critical reaction to this one, though 
mixed, gave little caus? for optim- 
ism. Notice went up fs a precau- 
tion that night after the opening, 
with Le; lie meantime dickering for 
a name comic to help save the in- 
vestment. 

Ticket sales to the convention gal- 
lery started off strong and devel- 
oped into a turnaway on the night 
of the platform debate. Average re- 
sponse here reported 75% better 
— prevailed at the GOP gather- 
ng. 





Est:mates for Last Week 


‘Clowns in Clover,’ Apollo (ist 
week) (R-1,443; $3). With the con- 
vention out of the way, producer 
figures current week will give him a 
clearer idea of its b. 0. Meanwhile 
cast Las taken a 50% cut, with full 
salary promised if present week hits 


$12,009. Weak all through the open- 
ing stanza; around $6,500 on the 
final tally. 


‘Love on Approval,’ Playhouse 
(4th and final week) (C-603; $2.50). 
At no time during the run did this 
Cecil Spooner cut-rater come any- 
where within breaking even for all 
conce-ned. Closed.to around $1,500. 
Cast, working on a $25 guarantee, 
transported back to New York. 
House shuttered for balance of the 
summer. 


HOLLYWOOD 


(Continued from page 6) 





his wife, Roze Levee, have given 
a mortgage and chattel mortgage 
on their Malibu beach home to Al 
Santell in consideration of $5,000. 





Lighting Dark Ages 
LeRoy Prinz engaged by Para- 
mount to stage dances for ‘Sign of 
the Cross.’ 





Jerry Horwin dispatched by Radio 
to Berkeley to obtain footage of 
I. C. 4-M meet to be used in forth- 
coming p-oduction of ‘Sport Page.’ 





Bachman Gives Contracts 
J. G. Bachman, indie producer, has 
assumel long contract obligations 
with Victor Schertzinger to direct 
four pictures, and Nydia Westman, 
New York actress, for five years. 





North Stays at Fox 
Robert North stays on the Fox lot 
as a supervisor. He has been as- 
sistant to Al Rockett. Will super- 
vice ‘Chandu.’ 





Testing Savoldi 
Radio is testing ‘Jumping Joe’ 
Savoldi, Notre Dame football star, 
for ‘Sport Page.’ 





Fox wants to borrow Sam Mintz 
from Paramount to dialog and 
adapt the story for the Chaptin chil- 
dren. 





Four meetings are scheduled by 
the various branches of the Acad- 
emy this week to discuss plans for 
the cnsuing year. Branches involved 
are technicians, photographic, re- 
search, and art directors. 


Par Drops and Adds 
Nathan Asch, William Kay and 
William Hurlburt were dropped from 
Paramount writing staff last week. 
Luther Reed and Gilbert Pratt 
added, 








U City’s Jurist 
First jurist to represent picture 
colony in Municipal court is Edward 
Brand, justice of peace for Universal 
city, assigned by judicial council to 
local muny courts until first of the 
year. 





Free ‘Holiday’ 
Sam Berkowitz is defendant in 
labor claims of crew who assisted 
him in making ‘Tex Takes a Holi- 


he pulled the same stunt. 


for an operation. He promised to 


pictures. 


‘Rain.’ 
coming season, 


Goes the Bride.’ 


refunded. 


Actually Erskin intends to do both. 
a week or two, after having sat in on the sidelines of United Artists’ 
His intention is to produce three plays on Broadway for the 
Then he’s going back to the Coast again. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Const musical comedy producer is trying to figure out what has made 
talent harder to handle than usual. 
own way as regards terms, billing, 
on a bender, tieing up rehearsals for several days. 
rehearsed three or four days then accepted minor picture engagements, 
leaving the producer in another jam and necessitating further tryouts, 

Piano player, engaged for rehearsals and also for pit after show opens, 
failed to show up for two days, then after a substitute had been hired 
casually walked in and said he had been detained. Given another chance 
Producer is wondering if he'll get a competent 
cast sufficiently up for the scheduled opening late this month. 





Male lead was given everything his 
etc. After being contracted he went 
Femme principals 





Several years ago a playwright who is known for his negligence in 
meeting obligations, borrowed $2,000 from an actor, telling the latter 
he needed the money to send his mother to a sanitarium in Minnesota 


pay the money within a few weeks, 


as he had royalty coming from New York shows. 
It was not forthcoming and the playwright went to the Coast to do 
some picture writing. The actor followed. He pressed the debtor for 
the money until the latter stated he would make a sporting proposition 
to the actor and give him $1,250 in settlement. 
chance, the actor took it, and has been burning 


Feeling it was his only 
ever since, 





Confusing reports on Broadway as to Chester Erskin’s future activities, 
Due to the fact that Erskin has indicated he wants to do some more 
Broadway plays while he’s let it be known he intends to stick with 


He is due in New York within 





Lee Shubert has sued Billy Grady, agent, for $101 for the train fares 
of three actors sent to the Detroit last winter by the agent to join ‘Here 
Seems another trio was then summoned and the return 
fares of the first three players was paid out of the boxoffice and never 


Grady contends the money is owed by Peter Arno who presented the 
show which lasted five days on Broadway. 





Bert Lytell, now playing for RKO, may sail later in the summer for 
Stockholm for color in his new play, “The Survival.’ 
Taylor, a Kansas City lawyer, is built around the North Pole expedition 
led by General Greeley in the early 80's. 

Lytell’s plans are for fall production with it reported he will not only 
head the cast but be co-producer as well. 


Written by S. J. 





CHAS. RAY OKE; 
$7,300 IN L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

‘Green Pastures’ on its third week 
dipped to $14,000, about seven grand 
under the previous week. While 
still showing a profit, indications are 
that the next two weeks will just 
about break even, with the company 
slated to move on from here July 18. 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ pulled out 
of the Belasco to $4,500 on Saturday 
after three poor weeks. Piece 
moves to San Francisco for two 
weeks, then hops back east to Phila- 
delphia, Belasco will remain dark 
for three weeks, awaiting Ina Claire 
in ‘Reunion in Vienna.’ 

‘House Beautiful,’ starring Charles 
Ray, got a profitable $7,300 on its 
first week at the El Capitan. For- 
mer picture star drew good notices 
from the dailies, and the house 
worked overtime selling theatre 
parties. 

‘Reincarnation,’ musical rewrite of 
the Pession Play by, with and di- 
rected by one Aryan Kelton, billed 
as the ‘author-tenor,’ had a poor 
start at the Figueroa Playhouse Fri- 
day night. First two performances 
drew an estimated $300. Kelton is 
supposed to be financing the ven- 
ture. Supporting cast all unfamiliar 
names. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Reincarnation, Figueroa Play- 
house (first two performances) (D- 
1,2000-$1). Meagre $300 trickled in on 
the opening and following day. Lit- 
tle chance for more than a week. 
‘Green Pastures,’ Biltmore (3d 
week) (D-1,655-$3). Dipped to $14,- 
000. Balcony business still capacity, 
but downstairs falling. 

‘House Beautiful,’ El Capitan (ist 
week) (CD-1,571-$1.50). Better than 
average at $7,300 for the opener. 
Oldtimers faithful to Charles Ray. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Belasco 








eraman séeking $421; Forrest Rick- 
etts, prop boy, wants $87; Ralph 
Martin, $59; Mark Hadley and C, W. 
Turner, $80 and $76, respectively. 


Par Drops Wm. DeMille 
Williaim DeMille has been dropped 
by Paramount after serving a year 
as director. 


‘State Fair’ Splurge 
Fox has singled ‘State Fair’ out 
as a special and has engaged Henry 
King to direct. 





Mahoney’s Special Test 
Metro prepared a special script 
for a test it made of Will Mahoney, 
considering comic for term contract. 


(8d and final week). Folded to 
$4,500, a near record low for this 


house, Theatre goes dark for three 
weeks. ‘Reunion in Vienna’ due in 
July 24, 





Engagements 





Beverly Bayne, Leslie MclLeon, 
Don Costello, Louis Tanno, Dorothy 
Watson, ‘Gold Coast.’ 

Thelma White, Bobby Agnew, 
Harry Howard, Adler and Bradford, 
‘Thanks a Lot.’ 








“A child’s troubles are of in- 
terest to his mother; 

“A young man’s troubles are 
of interest to some young 
lady; 

“An o® man’s troubles are of 
interest to no one.” 


BUT 


Life Insurance is of 
interest to everyone 


Better to have insurance 
and not need it than to 
need insurance and not 
have it. 


Do business with a firm with 
over 20 years’ experience 


JOHN J.KEMP 


Established 1910 
551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 


Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838—2-7839 














VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 


INC, 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Bryant 9-3913 











OOKLET ON HOW | 
Oro MAKE UP +) 


TEIN 
MAKE UP 


ic Ca. PURITY ST/ONEO 

























FOR HALF A Un" CENTURY 

















at 49th St, 


day’ last August. Otto Hein, cam- 


K. MER EER 


TNS TATU TLO NoMIINTERNATIONALS 


| Shoes, for the Sage and Street 


SHOWFORE’S SHOESHOP=18$2' BROADWAY 








one 














‘ho 








lade 

his 
vent 
pals 
nts, 
uts, 
ens, 
ired 
nce 
ent 


in 
ter 
ota 
ks, 


do 
for 
on 
ily 


es, 
re 
th 


's 
he 








oe oe 








Tuesday, July 5, 1932 


ERETERATIEI 


41 


a 


VARIETY 








= 


Garbo and Kreuger 


Presumably Garbo and the late 
Ivar Kreuger figure though disguised 
¢n ‘The Match King,’ just issued by 
Macaulay and authored by Einar 
Mhorvandson; a signature which at 
Jeast suggests access to the inside 
of the huge financial scandal which 
terminated in the suicide of the 
man who reared his financial struc- 
tures too high. 

Evidently the book has been hur- 
riedly written to get the reader be- 
fore the event was forgotten in the 
next sensational news event. It is 
based partially on matter appearing 
jin the daily prints with Garbo 
brought in for further appeal be- 
eause of her nationality. But 
‘Kroll,’ the match monarch of the 
book, has small time for women, 
though they all pursue him. He is 
too engrossed with his juggling of 
funds and he deliberately tosses the 
film actress into the arms of a New 
York banker and then seeks to 
blackmail him into a _ $10,060,000 
loan. When the woman upsets this 
ceup the gunshot follows. 

Judged solely as a_ literary 
product, it looms rather small, but 
iti will catch many readers on the 
supposedly inside angle. 





History of Jazz 


‘Aux Frontieres du. Jazz,’ by 
Robert Goffin, has been published in 
French in Paris for the Interna- 
tional Music Company, Brussels, 
owners of the copyright. In the 256 
pages, illustrated with 60 photo- 
graphs, M. Goffin relates in enter- 
taining style the complete history of 
jazz and has produced a work 
unique of its kind. The origin of 
jazz, straight and hot, and its in- 
fluence are treated with skill and 
bands, famous and otherwise, and 
their leaders are described in a 
manner possible only to one whose 
acquaintance with them has been 
really intimate. 

The author conducts the reader 


on a tour of the most famous danc- 


ing establishments of Europe and 
his experiences of the hectic years 
immediately after the great war 
form an adventure worthy of a 
romance. Requests for translations 
into other languages have already 
been received by the copyright 
holders. In future editions of the 
original French M. Goffin would be 
well advised to have the English 
quotations he has been forced to 
employ revised by a competent 
translator. It is a failing common 
to continental authors not to worry 
about the English, they are all too 
fond of using and often make them- 
selves appear ridiculous. 

M. Goffin, by the way, admits that 
he has been totally unable to find 
an adequate French translation for 
‘hot’ as applied to jazz. 





Ellen Terry’s Biography 

In view of what the book collec- 
tion of the George Bernard Shaw- 
Ellen Terry letters did for Putnam, 
that house has dug up the Terry 
memoirs, first published in serial 
form in 1907, and will issue it this 
fall in book form. 

Edith Craig, the actress’s daugh- 
ter, and (Miss) Christopher St. 
John, who arranged the Shaw-Terry 
letters, have gone over the Terry 
memoirs, and have added a preface 
and additional biographical chap- 
ters, inasmuch as Mrs. Terry lived 
for 20 years after the first publica- 
tion of her memoirs. 

The Terry autobiography upon its 
first publication bore the title, ‘The 
Story of My Life.” Putnam will 
issue it as ‘Ellen Terry’s Memoirs.’ 





Neck and Neck 

Fast move by MacKinnon-F ly en- 
abled it to get its new controversial 
mag, ‘Brass Tacks,’ on the stands 
Practically date for date with the 
first issue of the similar mag gotten 
out by Dell, called ‘The National 
Spotlight.’ 

Although still without an editor, 
Harvey K. Fly took charge of the 
‘Brass Tacks’ project himself. Has 
no intention of continuing to edit 
the mag himself. 

‘Brass Tacks’ and ‘The National 
Spotlight’ pretty nearly identical in 
size, purpose and matter. Funny 
thing in connection with the two 
mags is a full-column ad in ‘Brass 
Tacks’ on a book written by Walter 
W. Liggett. Liggett is the editor 
of ‘The National Spotlight.’ 





Middleton’s Slow Waut 

George Middleton, working on a 
book for more than a year since he 
left Fox as a producer, is motoring 
from Hollywood, to Madison, Wis., 
with Mrs. Middleton, where they 
will remain on their farm until Sep- 
tember. Middleton headed the Dra- 
matists Guild for a number of years. 

His wife was Lola LaFollette, 
stage actress and sister of the polit- 
ical LaFollettes. 
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‘The Fountain’ ($2.50) ...c«xccweee 
‘Younger Sister’ ($2.00) 
‘Pre-war Lady’ ($2.00). 
Undertow’ ($2.50) ...csece 
‘The Colossus’ ($2.00) weccessese: 


0 0 ome weee 
eePseeeceeee 


eereeee 


‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00).......... 


‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing 
‘Epic of America’ ($3.75)......... 


‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) ..... 





Best Sellers 


,Best sellers for week ending July 2, as reported by The American 
News Company 
Fiction 


‘Benefits Received’ ($2.00)  cecec.... 


sscccecceceoese BY Edgar Wallace 
Non-Fiction 

eee wire By Frederick Lewis Allen 
‘A New Way to Better Golf’ ($2.00)........... --- By A. J. Morrison 


‘What We Live By’ ($2.50)........ 


++ eceeccescee.. By Charles Morgan 
++eeee-By Alice Grant Rosman 
eecececeses++-+- By Kathleen Norris 
eeeceeseeeby Margaret Widdemer 
eeeeeceseees by A. Hamilton Gibbs 


Sing’ ($3.00)...... By L. E. Lawes 
-+eeeeee-By John Truslow Adams 
seeeeveeee- By Abbe Ernest Dimnet 
++eeeeee By Grand Duke Alexander 








Forced Sale Prices 


Although a number of offers of 
purchase are understood to have 
been made for ‘The Outlook and In- 
dependent,’ some of them at nice 
figures, when the mag first was em- 
barrassed, the price paid for the 
publication when it was put up at 
auction last week amounted ‘to~only 
$12,500. 

Successful bidder was Frank A. 
Tichenor, publisher of a couple of 
mags, including ‘The Spur.’ Tiche- 
nor, he has announced, will continue 
publication of the mag along former 
lines. 





Newspaper Boys Abroad 


Bill Boehnel, New York ‘World- 
Telegram’ picture critic, is back on 
the job after a couple weeks in 
Europe. Boehnel sailed suddenly 
with Ben Washer, who is still 
abroad reporting for the ‘Tele- 
graph.’ 

Still remaining abroad currently 
is John Cohen, Jr., picture critic 
of the ‘Sun,’ who’s looking things 
over in France, Germany and Eng- 
land. Richard Watts of the ‘Herald 
Tribune,’ who rode all the way to 
Moscow to lamp picture making 
abroad, also is home. 





‘Curiosities’ Strip 

With assistance of Robert Welch, 
artist, Walter Futter is hoping to 
syndicate a strip depicting curiosi- 
ties similar to those involved in his 
‘Screen Curiosities’ now being re- 
leased through Columbia. 

The Futter strip will be a com- 
posite of actual photographs and 
drawings furnished by Welch, 





Exploitation Book 

Pert Perkins, exploiteer with 
Metro and other picture companies 
has done a book tentatively titled 
‘Exploiting the Motion Picture.’ Not 
reminiscences but a manual on how 
to put them over with campaigns. 

Will be published by Mancall Pub. 
Co. presently. 





Open Air Eats 


Beth Brown has done a story for 
‘Collier's’ on eating outdoors, partly 
based on her recent auto trip from 
Hollywood. Outside of that, she is 
playing with three novels, one of 
which is practically completed. 





Contest Expose Story 
Next week’s ‘Liberty’ magazine 
will carry a yarn by Courtney Ryley 
Cooper and Bill Rice exposing the 
various commercial tie-ups as put 
over for baby, beauty, and auto con- 
tests. 





Hutchens Turns to Books 


Jonn Hutchens, assistant dra- 
matic editor of the New York 
‘Times,’ has resigned to devote him- 
self to book writing. First work 
will have Montana as a historical 


background and he has gone there | 


to complete the data from remain- 
ing old timers. Later Hutchens will 
go to the south of France to com- 
plete the book. 

John Byram back from a Euro- 
pean honeymoon is again editing 
the ‘Times’ drama department. 


$50 Subscription 
Extension of services 





the yearly subscription fee and in 
the single-copy prices has been put 
into effect by David Lawrence, pub- 
lisher of ‘United States Daily.’ Law- 
rence discovered that cost of print- 
ing or mailing was too much for the 
paper’s $10 subscribtion fee. 


Hence this schedule: ‘U. S&. 


Daily’s’ special reporting service, | 


handled by a new unit, the Bureau 
of National Affairs, with subscrip- 
tion to both it and the paper, at $50 
a year, inseparable; subscribers to 
receive Bureau’s weekly pamphlets, 
‘David Lawrence's Weekly,’ as well 
as service in obtaining copies of 


Government documents, legal deci- 
sions, etc. Price of single copy of 
‘U. S. Daily’ has been raised from 
five to 20 cents. 





Chatter 


Dayton Stoddart off the ‘Morning 
Telegraph’ to complete the Great 
American Novel. 

Those numerous ‘forewords’ have 
enabled Lowell Thomas to enlarge 
that upstate place of his. 

Damon Runyon has joined 
Central Park West colony. 

H. C. MeNeile’s own name will 
go on his next ‘Bulldog Drummond’ 
story instead of his pseudonym, 
‘Sapper.’ 

Hugh McNair Kahler to Maine. 

Louella Parsons will come in for 
treatment in Dashiell Hammett’s 
forthcoming book, ‘Eminent Ameri- 
cans.’ 

Winfield Shiras, 
will live there. 

Percy Crosby’s writing a new 
‘Skippy’ volume. 

Sam Hoffenstein has yet to select 
a title for that new book of poems 
he brought east with him. 

Sherwood Anderson has 
novel. 

William McNally threw up his job 
as chief editorial writer on the Min- 


the 


now in France, 


another 





given to| 
subscribers, with a big increase in | — 6g ; 

‘about the only new personality de- | Some people like California and 
veloped at the Palace or within all; ther people like other states. 


neapolis ‘Tribune’ to write ‘House 
of Vanished Splendor.’ 

In his novel, which he sent to 
Putnam from Paris, where he is liv- 
ing, Bogart Carlaw has a hero over 
nine feet tall. Bigger and better 
heroes? 

Ellery Walter has gone to Ger- 
many for six months, at least. 

Novel which Elissa Landi is now 
doing deals with the Hollywood 
scene. 


Mary Margaret McBride and 
Helen B. Josephy won't even lecture 
singly. 

Joseph Hergesheimer in_ that 


Bavarian outfit. 

A. Hamilton Gibbs has taken up 
painting. 

Add R. C. Hutchinson to the ad- 
vertising copy writers making good 
as fictioneers. 

Marie Belloc Lowndes got the 
theme for ‘Jenny Newstead’ from 
‘the activities of the fellow who 
murdered his wives until he got 
caught at it. 

Marius Charles Underwood uses 


(Continued on Page 44) 





How Stars Changed 





(Continued from page 1) 


‘tive and burlesque a complete wash- 
| out. 
Legit and Vaude 

In legit 19 players stood out above 
the pack, but the majority were 
established people who were dupli- 
‘eating past performances. Vaude- 
ville’s failure to unearth new ma- 
terial of importance was attributable 
ito its devotion of all its time and 
energy to a struggle for mere ex- 
|istence. Vaude preferred to string 
jalong with established goods rather 
‘than chancing mishaps with new 
people. 

The Palace, New York, in the past 
the principal medium to prominence 
for vaudevillians, manifested the 
|} general vaudeville trend during ’31- 
|'32 by repeating the old reliables 
|and borrowing from other show 
branches for its principal attrac- 
tions. As a result Milton Berle was 








! 


vaudeville during the year. 

The rise in the number of new 
national radio names was due to the 
spread of 


developed into national rating. 


in their own localities than any 


artist or program sent in by the! poured himself a highball. 
prominence | he swallowed some he turned to me 


| network. But local 
counts locally only. 


national names and programs dur- 


Radio’s 11 new |} 
| P 
chance in the world to get yourself! 








} 


network broadcasting,| Bowery gave me a dirty look. I 


‘ 


with the chain method the only sys- | started to go up to my room but 
tem by which ether talent can be| he said, ‘Come back here,’ and the 
In| way he said it made me come back. 
| various sections there are numerous | He motioned for me to come into | 


local air favorites who are bigger /|the living room with him and Tillie. 


ing °31-32 were the Boswell Sisters, 
Bing Crosby, Russ Columbo, Mills 
Bros., ‘The Goldbergs’ (Gertrude | 
Berg), Walter Winchell, Ed Wynn, 
Guy Lombardo (orch), Ben Bernie | 
(orch), Cab Calloway (orch), and | 
‘Sisters of the Skillet.’ Broad- 
casters’ actual drawing power can- | 
not be accurately measured, but! 
the above 11 are believed to have 
the edge over the field in national 
coverage and ranking. 
Picture Lineup 
The boys predominated, 
five, among the new picture stars. 
The 13 are: 
Fox—Warner Baxter, James Dunn, 
Sally Eilers. 


eight to| 


WB-FN—Kay Francis, James 
Cagney, Chic Sale. 

Radio—Ricardo Cortez, Leslie 
Howard, Edna May Oliver. 

Universal—Sidney Fox, Boris 


Karloff. 

Paramount—Sylvia Sidney. 

Metro—Jackie Cooper. 

The 23 who dropped from star 
billings and are continuing with 
featured mention or have departed 
from films altogether were Grace 
Moore, Lawrence Tibbett, William 
Haines, Jack Oakie, Winnie Light- 
ner, Frank Fay, Dorothy Mackaill, 
Marilyn Miller, Otis Skinner, Mar- 
ian Marsh, Lil Dagover,' Bert 
Wheeler, Robert Woolsey, Eddie 
Quillan, Mary Astor, John Boles, 
yenevieve Tobin, Norma Talmadge, 
Evelyn Laye, Chester Morris, Ina 
Claire and Clara Bow. Miss Bow 
slipped out by dropping out of pic- 
tures for a year and is coming 
back, but her comeback is in next 
season’s product through Fox. 

Among the horde of new support 
or featured players in pictures, 32 
were considered to have stood out 
on impressions made by frequent 
or telling appearances during the 
year, a number of whom give prom- 
ise of future stardom. They were: 

Warren William, Ann Dvorak, 
Jimmy Durante, Barbara Weeks, 
Greta Granstedt, Gregory Ratoff, 
Guy Kibbee, David Manners, George 
Brent, Bette Davis, Vivienne Os- 
borme, Ross Alexander, Adrianne 
Ames, Adrienne Allen, Juliette 
Compton, Arline Judge, Madge 
Evans, Virginia Bruce. 

Cary Grant, George Raft, Frances 
Dee, Leslie Banks, Sari Maritza, 
Charles Starrett, Melvyn Douglas, 
William Bakewell, Kathryn Craw- 
ford, Wallace Ford, Helen Hayes, 
Karen Morley, Maureen O'Sullivan, 
Johnny Weismuller, Ralph Bellamy, 
Peggy Shannon, Nora Lane. 

Paul Muni, Helen Hayes and 
Leslie Howard doubled up in pic- 
tures and legit during the year and 
clicked in both fields. 

Muni’s Comeback 

Muni's film score was in the na- 
ture of a comeback for him, need- 
ing only one taiker, ‘Scarface,’ to 
turn the trick. Other strong pic- 
ture comebacks by vets were cred- 
ited to Tom Mix, Marion Nixon, 
Lily Damita, George O’Brien, Eric 
Von Stroheim and Jack Holt. Lat- 
ter is starring again for Columbia 
after a long featured billing stretch. 

Pictures lost two featured names, 
Robert Ames and Robert Williams, 
through death. 

Among the starred or featured 
players besides Muni, Howard and 
Miss Hayes, who stood out were 
Frank Morgan, Helen’ Broderick, 
Bettina Hall, Billy Gaxton, Lupe 
Velez, Lois Moran Bert Lahr, Edna 
Best, Herbert Marshall, Rudy 


| 
| straight with Tillie, 


‘for a while. 





Vallee, Everett Marshall, Les- 
lie Banks, Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fon- 
tanne, Alice Brady, Alla Nazimova, 
Ruth Gordon and Bert Lytell. But 
most of these had been as well 
known before the ’31-’32 season. 
Lahr starred for the first time, in 
‘Hot-Cha,’ while in the same mu- 
sical, Miss Velez, former film star, 
did a turn around by reaching al- 
most equal prominence in person. 
Valiee’s ‘Scandals’ record made him 
the year’s only legit-radio double 
name. Frank Morgan's click in 
‘Bandwagon,’ a musical, was com- 
plete for a former member of the 
light comedy and dramatic stage. 


Diary of a Stooge 





(Continued from page 33) 
nice, isn’t it?’ she said, and I said, 


It 

all depends on how your feel about 

it and it’s none of my business.’ 
Tillie bit at her lip and Mr. 





We all sat down and Mr. Bowery | 
When | 


and said, ‘I'm giving you every | 


Do you know 

why?’ } 
‘No, sir,’ I said to him. 

Mr. Bowery swallowed some more, 

It’s because I've fallen in love with 


Tillie myself.’ He set his glass 
down so hard it almost broke and 
he turned away. I felt like I had 
been shoved off a cliff. I looked at 


Tillie and she was staring at Mr. 
Bowery with her mouth open, 
‘Why, Mr. Bowery,’ she said. ‘You 
didn't tell me.’ 
‘I feel lousy,’ Mr. Bowery said, 


‘You two kids belong to each other. 
Maybe this will make that goofy 
stooge get wise to himself, but if 


| he’s really serious about everything 


being off you know what to expect 
from me.’ He got up and started 
out of the room. ‘I though we'd 


all have dinner together,’ he said, 
‘but I guess we'd better not. Na- 


poleon will drive you home, Tillie.’ 
And then he walked out of the room 
and left Tillie and me alone. 

‘Gee,’ said Tillie. 

I went over and drank what was 
left of Mr. Bowery’s highball be- 
cause that’s the way I felt. ‘Why 
don’t you marry Mr. Bowery?’ I 
said to Tillie with a funny sounding 
voice. 

"Because I love you,’ Tillie said, 
just like she was saying anything 
else. It made me all upset inside 
but something went wrong with me. 

‘Well, I don’t love you,’ I said. 
‘TI never did and I never will.” Then 
I ran out of the room. 

I locked myself in my bedroom 
and bawled because I felt rotten, 
and I didn’t go down to dinner be- 
cause I didn’t want to see Mr. 
Bowery. 

Sometimes I think being a stooge 
has made me crazy. I had a swell 
chance to be friends again with 
Tillie and what did I do but yell 
at her. 

Anyway, Mr. Bowery can tell now 
that I mean what I say. I'm through 
with women, 





Hollywoodland, Monday. 

The sadder I feel the more I can 
make people laugh. 

Mr. Bowery and me saw each 
other at breakfast time yesterday 
morning and we were embarrassed 
Finally I said, ‘You 
don’t have to worry, Mr. Bowery, 
because I never did like Tillie very 
much.’ 

Mr. Bowery looked up at me a 
while. ‘I think you’re lying,’ he 
said, and then he smiled. ‘Anyway, 
you know how T feel.’ 

‘You can have women,’ I said. 
‘Give me a good banjo and a book 
of riddles.’ We both laughed be- 
cause. he laughed. 

After we ate we got in the car 
and Mr. Bowery took me down toe 
Malibu to a man’s house named 
Buddy DeSylva. Mr. Bowery said 
Mr. DeSylva is a millionaire from 
writing songs when people used to 
buy them. Malibu is a beach where 
people have houses except the poor 
people. 

There were a lot of stars and 
folks like that around and they were 
drinking highballs and eating sand- 
wiches in their bathing suits. I got 
a bathing suit that almost fit me 
and drank two highballs when Mr. 
Bowery wasn’t looking. It was 
just what I needed. I walked over 
to a couple of swell looking girls 
and asked them what was the dif- 
ference between a comb and a baby. 
They said they didn’t know and I 
tried to remember but I couldn't. 
That made the girls laugh and I 
laughed, too. So I told some more 
riddles from my old act and a crowd 
of people gathered around. After I 
ran out of the riddles from the book 
I made some up out of my own head 
and the people screamed. 

Then a girl gave me another high- 
ball and I asked who had a banjo. 
They got one out of Mr. DeSylva’s 
house and gave it to me and I tried 
to play ‘Good Night Sweetheart’ but 
I was too dizzy. While I was trying, 
somebody hit me in the face with 
a tomato, and it was Mr. Bowery! 

Before I could get mad he started 
saying parts of the act we used to 
have, and I could remember the 
answers, drunk as I was. Everye 


body had a swell time and kept ask- 


ing who I was, and then I took an- 
other drink and fell asleep. 

That's all I know what happened 
because I woke up this morning in 
my bedroom with a bad headache, 
feeling terrible, and when I got 
dressed Mr. Bowery was gone to the 
studio. 

Yesterday taught me what I can 
do. From now on I will make people 
laugh and be happy, and Mr. Bows 
ery will marry Tillie and the only 
time I'll know that mv heart is 
busted is when I'm in my bedroom 
looking at myself, 

As if I care. 


> Lana oaphagh 
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Pearl McKinney and Eunice Fos- 


ters of Bummin’ham have switched 
from WBRC to WAPI. 

Bill Pape is expected to take over 
WAPI, Birmingham, having leased 


it for $775. He will also replace 
Ormond Blacx as general manager. 

Country Club Trio on WOR, New- 
ark, is the result of locker room 
harmonizing. Jack Rohrey, Larry 
Laros and Charles Meeker, all mem- 
bers of the Swimming River Coun- 
try Club, Red Bank, N. J., went pro 
after getting together a couple of 
times under the shower. 

Father. Finn of WLWL at Bel- 
ford, N. J., for the summer. 

Jerry Wald was the first 8. of h. 
at Palisades and Nick Kenny, of 
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(Musical Director of WMAQ) 
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the ‘Mirror,’ was the No. 2 man the 


following week. It's a regular Wed, 
nite custom. 

David Freedman 
Harry Richman. 

Frank Parker 
NBC polo team. 

WPSC, Penn State college radio 
station, has discontinued broadcasts 
for an indefinite period. 

‘Ukelele Pat’ Haley now m.c. of 
the ‘Sun-Telegraph Nite Club of 
the Air’ over WCAE, Pittsburgh. 

Among jobs Lowell Thomas held 
before he became a globe-trotter 
were: Gold miner, managing editor 
of two Cripple Creek, Col., dailies 
(at 19), cow puncher, editor of Den- 
ver University Weekly, professor of 
forescenic oratory at Chicago Kent 
College of Law, and leader of pros- 
pecting expeditions into Alaska and 
Arctic ocean regions. 

Billy Payne getting a summer 
rest at Laconia, N. H. 

Carl S. Wheeler, president of the 
Bay State Broadcasting company, 
vacationing at his camp on Lake 
Mooselookmeguntic in Maine. 

Avis Larson Richardson, conduc- 
tor of ‘The Music Box’ over WGY, 
Schenectady, off until September. 

Oliver Naylor’s now the only out- 
of-town orchestra broadcasting 
locally over WGY, Schenectady. 

Vere E. Johns, drama and ether 
ed of the ‘New York Age,’ colored 
newspaper, is on WOV, New York, 
once weekly with news stuff. 

Patty Jean, health talker on sta- 
tion WGAR in Cleveland, will be of- 
ficial hostess of National Air Races 
starting in August. 

Phil Selznick, announcer for This- 
tledown track over station WGAR in 
Cleveland, has celebs autograph $1 
bills which he frames on walls of 
home. Prize exhibit is a saw-buck 
woven into a towel. 

After farewell program. July 1 
over WTAM, Cleveland, Gene and 
Glenn went off NBC for two-month 
vacation. 

James Melton giving up vaudeville 
for boating in hot weather. 

Connie Boswell introducing a new 
shade of blue in costumes. 

Johnny Marvin treasures a letter 
from the Prince of Wales’ aide-de- 
camp thanking him for a uke sent 
to the Prince. 

Ranny Weeks, Boston baritone, 
takes up water polo. 

Col. Stoopnagle and Budd heading 
for Detroit, taking Louis Dean, an- 
nouncer, with them. 

Nat Wolfe, former talent director 
with the Buffalo Broadcasting Com- 
pany, now with Al Boasberg’s new 
agency in New York. 

Ozzie Nelson is now six nights on 
the air over WABC from the Glen 
Island Casino instead of three. This 
is more broadcasts weekly than any 
other CBS band. 


West 


—_—— —— 


scripting for 


is organizing an 





KMO, Tacoma, selling want ad 
ether. 

Justin Johnson new program di- 
rector at KMTR, Hollywood. 

KHJ, Los Angeles, has placed un- 
der contract Three Shades of Blue, 
girl singing trio composed of Jean 
Schock, Madelyn Green and Helen 
Jamison. 

Kelly Smith and. Walter Preston 
back to their WBBM, Chicago desks, 
after giving KMOX, St. Louis, a 
dab of reorganization here and 
there. 

Ed Johnston, racehorse romancer, 
leaves WBBM, Chicago, for a Sara- 
toga contact. 

Networks kept their p.a. and en- 
gineering staffs covering the con- 
vention segregated in loop hotels, 
nobocy being permitted to go home 
until ‘t was all over. 

Val Sherman came out on top of 


an announcer’s popularity poll 
pulled by the Wisconsin ‘State 
Journal. WBBM spieler led Tony 


Wons by a wide marzin. 

Titian hair now predominates 
among the Chi NBC hostesses, Un- 
til recently it was blonde, 

Sherwood Hall, Jr, now an- 
nouncing for KDB, Santa Barbara. 

Don Lee, Los Angeles station 
owner, has a yacht called ‘Melodie.’ 

Wife of ‘Doc’ Lawson, pianist and 
organist on WHO-WOC, is suing 
for divorce. 

Bob Leib, violinist at WIBW, To- 
peka, received a $700 violin for be- 
ing most outstanding pupil in the 
Horner Institute, Kansas City. 





Canada Dry Renews 











Canada Dry has renewed its con- 
tract with NBC effective Aug. 1. 
| Will retain the same program, 





OR 
wnat |George Olsen’s orchestra, Ethel 
Fox, Brooklyn, New York | Shutta and Jack Benny. 
INDEFINITELY Account is handled through the 
| N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., agency. 
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PEPSODENT’S $1,500,000 
$150,000 to 





Adds 3d Program at 
Ether Bills 
Chicago, July 4 

Pepsodent adds a third program 
to-its present contingent on NBC 
the middle of August. It will be 
a quarter-hour~ Sunday afternoon 
session devoted to bible reading and 
organ music, with the credit copy 
confined to the program’s intro- 
ductory line: ‘Pepsodent presents 
Bill Hay in Sabbath _ reveries.’ 
Makes the first starring assignment 
for the announcer of the ‘Amos ’'n 
Andy’ and ‘Goldbergs’ shows. 

New program will add about 
$150,000 to the Pepsodent annual 
ether bill, with the commercial esti- 
mated to be spending over $1,500,- 
000 a year for time and talent on 
its present pair of attractions. 


$1,500 MONTHLY 
SUSTAINING 
NBC FEE 


Detroit, July 4. 


A new NBC sustaining fee under 
a blanket contract arrangement be- 
came effective July 1 with about 
30 affiliated stations. It calls for 
each station to pay the network 
$1,500 per month for the use of 
sustaining programs. Station has 
the right to refuse or accept any 
sustaining broadcast and is not lim- 
ited to a set amount of programs 
under this contract. 

Method which NBC has_ used 
heretofore and still in effect with 
affiliated stations other than those 
that have agreed to the new rate, 
is $25 per hour for night sustainings 
and $15 per for day sustainings. 
The blanket contract plan can be 
utilized only by those NBC sus- 
tainings that have regular wire fa- 
cilities, which excludes supplemental 
groups of stations. A total of be- 
tween 55 and 60 NBC stations are 
eligible. 

Additional stations are expected 
to join the original 30. 














NBC Cancels Brusiloff 
For Doubling on CBS 


On the night prior to the date 
set for Nat Brusiloff's orchestra to 
replace Maurice Packh’s ensemble 
for the Donald Novis NBC broad- 
casts, June 29, the network ordered 
that the Brusiloff band be can- 
celled. 

Reason was that Nat Brusiloff, 
an indie orchestra leader, has CBS 
commercial programs, among them 
being the Kate Smith La Palina 
period. NBC refused to permit the 
orchestra to double for an NBC sus- 
taining. Ben Selvin was engaged 
to replace Brusiloff for Novis. 
Although Brusiloff is reported to 
hold a written agreement with NBC 
for the Novis programs, there will 
be no attempt made to force a 
settlement. 





$285,700 WIRE RELAY 
Brussels, June 238. 


A $285,715 loan (when raised) will 
be used by the Belgian National 
Institute of Radiophony mainly 
for laying special cables. 

Lines will run between the In- 
stitute’s two broadcasting stations 
and the principal cities of the coun- 
try for relaying outside stuff. 


AGENCY BOOKING 
San Francisco, July 4 
Local ad agency, Hanak, Klein & 
Leahy, has placed Cecil and Sally 
on KPO for a quarter hour, six 
nights weekly, selling the _ serial 
team to Public Food Stores. 
First program set for July 18. 








Leo Spitalny’s Program 
Chicago, July 4. 
Sears Roebuck has a musical 
comedy idea all ready to shoot over 
a 30-station NBC web as soon as 








Little Bits from Air 
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(Snatched here and there by ‘Vari- 
ety’s’ reviewers). 





Little Jack Little’s ‘Lullaby of 
the Leaves’ arrangement was a pip. 
Good idea shifting the former a.m. 
piano tickler into a late hour spot 
on WABC. 

Little should feature at least one 
such arrangement of a current fav 
on every program. CBS also plugs 
Little’s stage dates after every 
broadcast, 





Ozzie Nelson's polite music from 
the Glen Island Casino, N. Y., is 
oke. Has a nice vocal soloist with 
him and band emits smooth dansa- 
pation. 





Ace Brigode was the substituted 
CBS pickup from Chicago in place 
of Joe Sanders and his Night 
Hawks. Brigode, with a zippy dance 
hall style of music, came through 
snappily from the Merry Gardens 
ballroom, Chi, over WABC, N. Y¥. 





From Chi, Charlie Agnew and his 
Edgewater Beach Hotel orchestra 
dish up a nice bran’ of variety 
dansapation with considerable vocal 
novelty. What sounded like Sam 
Jacobson, led off with a nice tenor. 
Irene Taylor and Dusty Rhodes are 
two other okay vocal interluders. 
Agnew’s own dance style is ultra. 
Agnew’s composition, ‘Too Many on 
Your Mind,’ given quite an an- 
nouncorial plug, listens like the 
money. 





Will Osborne is still inclined to 
the Vallee idea of talking about 
song titles. It’s intimate but Os- 
borne overdoes it a bit. His tenor- 
ing and Vallee’s, as always, have 
been alike. 

Osborne has a nice program over 
WOR but should curtail those long 
title announcements, 

Osborne in another program Sun- 
day night (3) featured a swell ar- 
rangement, specially announced, of 
Dana Suesse’s ‘Syncopated Love 
Song.’ It merited the special intro- 
ductory. This femme composer in- 
cidentally with this and also her 
‘Jazz Nocturne’ (from which ‘Silent 
Love’ has been evolved), evidences 
a remarkable genius for unusual 
composition. 

Osborne also repeated ‘Banana,’ a 
novelty rumba which he first intro- 
duced on the air. But the same 
comment goes that the announce- 
ments plugging the attractions of 
the Playland Casino at Rye Beach, 
N. Y. where Osborne plays, are a 
bit too thick. Under the new Bam- 
berger Broadcasting rules, the WOR 
announcer, only identified as P.D.H., 
piles on the superlatives a bit ful- 
somely, 





*Tell Me Pretty Maiden’ is an ap- 
propriate theme song for the Three 
Gibson Sisters. This modernistic 
trio, with the early 20th century 
billing, go through with the idea by 
the introductory theme but their 
stuff is otherwise very '32, 





John Garrick, out of ‘Face the 
Music,’ is getting his ethereal op- 
portunities, seemingly for a build- 
up. The CBS singer goes in for no 
little mention of his stage and 
screen past performances as part of 
the bally. 





Jack Denny, the music publish- 
ers’ delight because he’s that rara 
avis—an orchestra leader who does- 
n’t chisel for special arrangements 
and pays for everything himself— 
has a nice theme song in ‘Under 
the Stars,’ his own composition. It’s 
a natural for the Starlight roof of 
the swanky Waldorf-Astoria hotel. 
Denny’s dance delivery is as satis- 
factory as ever. 

Incidentally, the ultra W-A at- 
tracts the creme de la creme of the 
Junior League bunch. Denny has 
capitalized this by organizing a dis- 
tinguished sextet of society debbies. 
This ballyhoo idea—although the re- 
tiring debutantes probably never 
suspected it (oh no!)—got over 
swell for a big spread in the society 
columns of the ‘American’ this past 
Sunday. 





Larry Revel ard his Radio Revel- 
ers with a variety dance program 
from Euclid Park, Cleveland, were 
NBC'd on a limited network Sunday 
night (3). This is in line with the 
extended opportunities accorded by 
both of the major nets to out-of- 
town attractions with the easing of 
the air congestion over the summer. 

It’s a good idea thus to develop 
new talent as much that is worth- 
while is marking time away from 
Broadway. Tom Manning, who did 
so well announcing the Risko-Wal- 
ker fisticuffs, did the spieling from 
Cleveland in his usual effective 
manner, 








Columbia Dramatic Laboratory 
Players on WABC Sunday night 
(10:30 EDT) was a swell dramalet 
‘Hurdy Gurdy’ by Archie Coates. It 
was produced by Donald Clarke 
with a capable trio of players. 

The use of a hurdy gurdy wag 
nicely introduced to pitch it to a 
dramatic finale. On analysis the 
sisterly struggle of Ann and Jennie 
to fight off the moneyed villain may 
not be so much but its playing, 
especially by the 19-year-old Jennie 
and the Harry Leavitt character 
(the heavy), more than sustained 
matters, Abel. 





Tucker’s CBS Wire 
Tommy Tucker's orchestra gets a 
CBS wire from the Hollywood Res- 
taurant, New York. 
Orchestra will be on the network 
thrice weekly. 
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RAYMOND PAIGE 


Masical Director KHJ, Los Angeles 
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
HOLLYWOOD BOWL SYMPHONY 
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Directing Gershwin’s “American in 
Paris” and the Belcher Ballet 
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the budget is straightened. Mail- | 
order, chain store and wholesale de- | 
partment of the organization are 
jointly financing the program. 

It’s scheduled as a _ half-hour | 
weekly evening. affair, building | 
around a 24-piece orchestra under | 
Leopold Spitalny and names from 
the stage. 
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Dpposish Networks Wage Battle of 
Banners at Democratic Convention 


ee 


Chicago, July 4. 
NBC and Columiab’s p.a. contin- 
gents lived up to expectations and 
at the Democratic convention pulled 
another one of those sideline bat- 
tles. On this occasion it wasn’t 


over the buttonholing of political 
names for exclusive mike appear- 
ances, as developed at the GOP 
meet, but had to do with the right 
of one network hogging the plat- 
form with insignia signs to the com- 
plete exclusion of the other. As 
far as the chains are concerned, the 
Democratic nominating event will 
go down in history not as the battle 
of the century, but as the ‘battle 
of the banners.’ 

When M. H. Aylesworth appeared 
at the opening session of the pro- 
ceedings his optics opened wide as 
he caught sight of two large silver- 
tinted banners reading ‘Columbia 
Broadcasting System’ strung across 
the Stadium’s platform. Imme- 
diate reaction of the NBC prexy 
was to find out why his network’s 
insignia wasn’t up there and why 
NBC had been shrouded out of the 
picture. 

Inquiry was addressed to Frank 
Mason, v.p. in charge of publicity, 
who, aithough he didn’t have’ the 
answer right at hand, hopped to 
the situation and had two signs 
equally as bright and large quickly 
made up. When it came to putting 
up these banners the opposition net- 
work squawked loud and plenty to 
the convention’s arrangements com- 
mittee. As the heat of argument 
reached one of those points verging 
on action, the committee intruded 
with the suggestion that the net- 
works each string up a banner in 
front and the others on either side 
of the platform. Columbia had no 
other alternative but to assent and 
that’s how the banners hit the dele- 
gates’ eyes for the rest of the con- 
vention. 

Common Foe 

Shortly after this set-to the net- 
works suddenly found themselves 
joined in argument against a com- 
mon foe. Senator Walsh of Mon- 
tana, the meet’s permanent chair- 
man, came to the conclusion that 
the mikes ranged along the fore- 
end of the platform were obstruct- 
ing his view of the delegates, and 
he ordered them removed. Reps from 
both chains blew up at the instruc- 
tions argued that they couldn’t be 
removed without destroying their 
pickup efficacy. If the mikes shut 
off his vision, suggested the net- 
work p.a.’s and engineers, why not 
overcome this by having a small 
dais built for him. NBC and Colum- 


‘bia finally brought outside pressure 


to bear and the squabble ended in 
a compromise, with the networks 
each leaving a mike in front and 
moving their spares around to the 
Bide. 

Due to a previous agreement be- 
tween them, the networks did not 
pick up Wednesday night’s session 
until after it had been going two 
hours and entailing listener missout 
on the reading of the platform re- 
port. Chains had figured that they 
Would lose between them around 
$60,000 in advertising income if 
they went on with the session when 
it started at 7 o’clock. 

Incident next day brought out a 
blare in the Chicago ‘Tribune’s’ 
column, announcing to the world 
that its WGN had ‘achieved a na- 
tionwide scoop’ in broadcasting the 
convention proceedings between 
7:30 and 9 o’clock when the impor- 
tant majority and minority reports 
on the platform were being read to 
the delegates. Sheet further 
boasted of the ‘substantial revenue’ 
the station forewent to put over 
this scoop. Fact of the situation 
Was that another local _ station, 
WJIJD, carried the proceedings 
from the starting point. 

In the excitement WGN forgot 
to give courtesy mention to the CBS 
commercials it dished during the 
7:30 to 9 o’clock period which 
brought a burn from the network. 

Among the CBS programs WGN 
had to pass up in order to carry the 
Wednesday night (28) proceedings 
of the Democratic pow-wow was the 
Eno Crime Clubs. Solution of one 
of the myster serials was scheduled 
for that evening. 

Followers of the program put in 
& noisy squawk to the network of- 
fices here over the omission. CBS 
finally worked out its own solution 
to the dilemna by asking WGN to 
make an 





announcement the next /teners 





Just a Lazy Guy 





Long Branch, N. J., July 4. 

Thomas Burley is easily the 
world’s busiest man. Besides 
owning and operating stations 
WCAP, Asbury Park, and 
WJBI, Red Bank, he is pub- 
licity agent for the city of As- 
bury Park and was president 
of the chamber of commerce. 

Also director of the annual 
carnival and baby parade and 
booker for the Asbury Conven- 
tion Hall and Casino. 


Crosby-Lombardo 


Billmg Keeps Guy 
Out of Par Picture 


Hollywood, July 4. 

On the verge of signing a Para- 
mount contract for ‘The Big Broad- 
cast,’ Guy Lombardo and his orches- 
tra balked when he informed that 
he would be billed under Bing 
Crosby. Lombardo figured his 
reputation would be damaged. 

Crosby’s contract specifies that 
his billing be over all the other radio 
names in the picture. Reported per- 
sonal enmity between the two was 
denied by the crooner. 

Filming starts Tuesday (5). Upon 
completion director Frank Tuttle 
will go east to photograph the radio 
names lined up already to punctuate 
the film. This footage will be pro- 
cessed into the rest of the film. 


COURT PANS TRACY FOR 
‘ABANDONING’ MANAGER 


Ed Wolf, manager of Arthur 
Tracy, the ‘S‘reet Singer’ of the 
CBS, was fully sustained in his suit 
against Tracy by Justice Selah B. 
Strong in the Queens (N. Y.) Su- 
preme Court. A receiver and ref- 
eree were ordered appointed to pro- 
tect Wolf’s claims of a one-third 
interest in Tracy’s earnings. 

These sums have been in escrow 
for the past few months pending 
adjudication, both the CBS and the 
various theatres which have played 
Tracy for personal appearance with- 
holding the moneys by court order. 

Justice Strong not only held for 
Wolf that the ‘Street Singer’ bill- 
ing was his, but observed that Wolf 
had much to do with the ‘making’ 
of Tracy’s fame and fortune and 
scored the radio songster for aban- 
doning the man responsible for his 
success after attaining quick fame 
and fortune. 

Wolf sponsored Tracy on CBS 
and effected the ‘Street Singer’s’ 
CBS contract. Wolf also set forth 
that he created the radio style of 
the songster’s programs and other- 
wise groomed him. 

His contract with Tracy runs un- 
til June 25, 1934, 























Unsettled Disputes 


Chicago, July 4. 

No decision in WIBO’s appeal 
against the assignment of its wave- 
length by the Federal Radio Com- 
mission to WJKS, Gary, Ind., is 
now expected before the fall. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals in Washing- 
ton which had the case on docket 
adjourned last week for the sum- 
mer, 

Tribunal’s layoff also leaves un- 
settled the dispute between the 
commissioner and Bob Schuler, Los 
Angeles evangelist. Latter was ope- 
rating KGEF when the commission 
gave it the padlock on the grounds 
that Schuler used the outlet for 
personal attacks. 


Ether Show Connects 


Spokane, July 4. 
Captain Dobbsie and his ‘Ship of 
Joy’ company played to 5,000 peo- 
ple here last week and about $4,500 
This is first radio talent entertain- 
ment offered Spokane and the na- 
tives flocked to the show staged in 
the Gonzaga University stadium, 
Will Maylon, formerly stock actor 
and producer here, managed the 
show locally for the American Le- 
gion. 








night that a synopsis of that par-. 


ticular thriller would be sent lis- 


upon request. 





WHK’s, Cleveland, Deal 
For WAIU, Columbus 


Cleveland, July 4. 
WHK, operated here by Radio 
Air Service Corp., has completed 
deal to buy WAIU in Columbus 
from the American Insurance Union. 
WAIU, 500-watt station with no 
chain affiliation, is to be used by 
WHE solely as an investment, ac- 
cording to M. A. Howlett, manager 
of Cleveland station. Acquisition of 
out-of-town spot is believed due to 
influence of Cleveland Plain Dealer 
Publishing company, which entered 
the radio business by recently buy- 

ing controlling interest in WHK. 


PUBLIC EVENTS 
BROADCAST 
BY DISCS 


Moscow, June 25. 

‘Radio newsreel’ is the latest kink 
in broadcasting here. Events are 
recorded on sound films and the 
sound portion is then broadcast. 

The advantages over the mere 
recital of news on the radio or even 
over the broadcasting of events di- 
rectly from the place where they 
occur are obvious. The sound strip 
can be cut, mounted and artistically 
juggled to get the dramatic essen- 
tials out of news, without obliging 
the listener to hear the dull as well 
as the exciting portions of an event. 

A national test of radio news- 
reel has just been made, with prac-' 
tically all Soviet stations partici- 
pating. It is estimated that 20,000,- 
000 people listened in, which for this 
country is very nearly a record fig- 
ure. 

The subject of the test was the 
May Day celebration in Moscow. A 
newsreel of some 40 minutes’ dura- 
tion was run off—that is to Say, 
the sound portion of it—while the 
whole country listened in. By skill- 
ful mounting, the effect of the day’s 
celebration was reproduced: from 
the speech of War Commissar 
Voroshilov down to the hoof-beats 
of the cavalry. The whole day’s 
proceedings were boiled down to 
40 minutes’ drama that was really 
breath-taking. 

The radio newsreel idea was 
hatched by a gifted young film di- 
rector, Victor Geyman. In its ideal 
state, of course, the radio newsreel 
should be combined with television. 
His own efforts, he told a ‘Variety’ 
correspondent, are now concen- 
trated upon television. 


30 Monks to Radio Eds, 
0. & J.’s Publicity Stunt 


Olsen and’ Johnson sent out some 
30 free monkeys, alive and with 
fleas, ’n’ everything, and figured it 
would be a swell publicity stunt. 
One crabby New York radio editor 
wanted to know whether there was 
some ulterior inference there. 

The vaudeville comedians sent the 
caged animals by express to 30 or 
so New York radio editors as a gag 
to herald their radio debut for NBC 
on a three-ply RKO contract em- 
bracing radio, vaudeville and pic- 
tures. The comedians start with 
Rudy Vallee as guest stars on the 














Fleischmann hour from WEAF 
July 16. 
‘Variety’ received one of the 


monks, but ‘Variety’ muggs, kind 
to their animals, sent theirs up to 
the Central Park zoo. 


Donald Gray Bankrupt 


San Francisco, July 4. 
G. Donald Gray, KYA baritone, 
has declared himself bankrupt, with 
liabilities of $2,296.89 and assets of 
$283. 








REFUSED COMMERCIAL 


Phil Spitalny refused a shoe com- 
mercial over WINS. The maestro 
figured it would hurt his prestige 
to work on a lesser station, even 
though Spitalny is presently not 
tied up with anybody. 

The WINS account insisted on 
Spitalny’s name being used, no 
pseudonym. 


WINKLER AND JARRETT 


Dannie Winkler is negotiating to 
take over the management of Art 
Jarrett. 

Jarrett recently completed his 
CBS broadcasting contract. 








Gov't Called On to 


Bolster Quality : 


Of Australia's Non-Ad Aw Programs 





Bed Sets 





Paris, June 24. 

French technical experts 
have perfected radio receiving 
sets which can be slipped be- 
neath a pillow and tuned so 
that only the head which rests 
thereon can hear what's g0- 
ing on. 

Contrivance is expected to be 
a boon to hospitals. 


Wald Will Maintain 
Salary Raises Offset 
Paper’s.‘Out’ Clause 


While Bill Jaffe, of the Nathan 
Burkan office and Jerry Wald’s at- 
torney, originally interpreted his 
client’s contract with the New York 
‘Graphic’ as having little legal 
standing, because of a protective 
clause, the fact that the paper had 
raised Wald’s $75 weekly salary 
several times, and voluntarily, off- 
sets the proviso of rendering serv- 
ices ‘to the satisfaction’ of the 
paper, according to Jaffe. 

The lawyer now sees the ‘satis- 
faction’ paragraph nullified by the 
fact the paper had so treated its 
radio columnist. 

Howard Swaine, the ‘Graphic’s’ 
m.e., when giving formal notice of 
Wald’s dismissal, called the col- 
lumnist’s attention to this clause. 

Swaine insists that Wald’s Gra- 
ham McNamee review had nothing 
to do with his ouster, but the other 
papers, in making comment, have 
stated otherwise, to the annoyance 
of both the ‘Graphic’ and NBC, 
which disclaims any squawks to the 
tab. 

NBC states that ‘perhaps’ Lord 
& Thomas & Logan, the ad agency 
for Lucky Strike, which employed 
McNamee for the fight announce- 
ments, complained. 

The filing of a voluntary petition 
in bankruptcy by the Daily Graphic, 
Inc., and the decision of the Macfad- 
den tab to suspend publication 
probably kills whatever merits to 
Wald’s claim unless the ultimate 
accounting of moneys receivable 
leaves a surplus to meet all obliga- 
tions. 


Virginia Rea Back as 
Self on NBC Sustaining 


Virginia Rea, with the Palmolive 
hour for two years under the name 
of Olive Palmer, returns to NBC 
under a contract to the artists’ 
bureau. 

Miss Rea was signed for the 
Palmolive program over two years 
ago by the Lord, Thomas & Logan, 
agency. She was under direct con- 
tract to the agency. After going 
with the soap account, Miss Rea 
changed her name to Olive Palmer. 

Four months ago Palmolive went 
off the air and the agency released 
her. She will start NBC sustain- 
ings under her own name. 

On July 15 Miss Rea will ‘guest’ 
with Paul Whiteman’s orchestra on 
the Pontiac broadcast. She is 
booked for the same program for 
the broadcasts of Aug. 5 and 26 and 
Sept. 16. 


KGER’s Talent Hunt 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

In order to use Los Angeles air 
entertainers who otherwise would 
not be heard over a suburban sta- 
tion, KGER, Long Beach, has 
opened a remote control studio here, 
at 12th and Maple. 

Mei Roach is program director at 
the branch. 























KMTR’s Two Musicians 


Holywood, July 4. 
KMTR has let out its band for 
the summer, intending to call it 
back early in September. 
Only instrumental music being 
used now is piano and organ. 





Milk Co. Flirting 
San Francisco, July 4. 
Bowing out of KFRC as a sponsor 
for past several years, Golden State 
Milk Co. is flirting with NBC ona 
new serial program. 
Number of auditions were staged 
this week in search of characters. 


Sydney, June 6. 
Se loud became the outcry 
against weak air programs that the 


Federal government was forced to 
deal with the situation, and has ap- 
pointed a new radio board to con- 
trol it. 

Personnel of the board comprises, 
Lloyd Jones, head of a big dry- 
goods store; Herbert Brookes, for- 
mer Trade Commissioner in Amer- 
ica; Professor Waliace, former film 
censor; R. B. Orchard, politician; 
and Mrs. Couchman of the Women’s 
National League. 

Before appointment of the new 
Board, radio was controlled here by 
Sir Ben Fuller, Frank Albert and 
Stuart Doyle. Their term of office 
expires in July. 

Radio in Australia is divided into 
two sections, A and B class sta- 
tions. The A stations are not per- 
mitted to use advertising in their 
programs, and receive the greater 
portion of the 24 shillings charged 
for each receiving set license fee. 
The FP stations rely solely for their 
revenue from advertising. In Syd- 
ney there are two A stations as 
against six B stations. 

Discs, Ads Alternate 

It igs the method of the B out- 
fits to play a record and then pre- 
sent an advertisement, then an- 
other record and so on. Some of 
the B stations put sporting features 
over twice weekly. Two of the local 
B stations are controlled by the 
church and one by labor supporters. 
The big kick has been against the 
A stations for the inferiority of 
their programs. 

It is expected that with the new 
board coming into operation there 
will be a decided shake-up alli 
around in the methods now current 
with the A stations. 


SKOLSKY DIDN'T KNOW 
RADIO IS THAT TOUGH 


After all arrangements had been 
made for Sid Skolsky to go on the 
Gerardine CBS _ periods, which 
started Thursday (30), the ‘News’ 
columnist withdrew from the pro- 
gram and George Metaxa and Bet- 
tina Hall were obtained by the 
agency instead. Subs were for one 
time only. Agency handling the ac- 
count has decided to change the 
cast weekly. 

Skolsky originally had Russ Co- 
lumbo for his opening program; 
which was slated for Monday (27), 
unaware that NBC did not permit 
any of its contracted artists to make 
gratis ‘guest’ appearances on other 
stations or networks. He had writ- 
ten a script for Columbo and every- 
thing was arranged when NBC 
heard of it. This occurred three 
days before the opening broadcast 
and forced postponement of the in- 
augural program until Thursday 
(30). In the meantime, with Co- 
lumbo banned, Skolsky got Willie 
and Eugene Howard. The ad agency 
turned the comedy team down, That 
was the last straw for Skolsky, who 
didn’t know handling a radio pro- 
gram would be so tough, and the 
columnist threw in the towel. Al- 
though he held a contract, Skolsky 
decided to tear it up. 

Unvsual part about the ad 
agency’s statement that Willie and 
Eugene Howard ‘haven’t enough 
class’ is that this team has been 
used time and time again during the 
past year by NBC as guest features. 


Audition Days in Dixie 


These are Audition Days in Dixie 
around New York. July is the big 
open season for next season's 
broadcast activities. 

As a result, everybody is hanging 
around, watching and waiting and 
very much on the qui vive for 
whatever commercial breaks may be 
forthcoming. 

All the would-be radio artists are 
keeping their fingers x’d for the 
next four weeks, with all the audi- 
tions for the new programs now 
under way or about to get started. 

















C. &. 8. RENEWS 


Chase & Sanborn tea has re- 
newed with CBS for an additional 
13 weeks. 

Will retain the same schedule and 
|talent, Georgie Price and Benny 
| Krueger’s orchestra, 
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RADIO IS NOW 
MUSIC FIRMS’ 
SOLE HOPE 





|} economy 
| ner, director of the band last sea- 


| Musicians. Can Play Free, 
But Barred as Co-op 


Minneapolis, July 4. 
Minneapolis musicians’ union 
prohibited its members from play- 


jing on a co-operative basis at a 
|local park, but is willing to permit 


them to work for nothing. 

The park board band abandoned 
the concerts this summer as an 
measure. H. C. Woemp- 


Songwriters touching the music|son, was arranging concerts with 


publishers for $1 and $2 a day, their 
incomes being at a minimum, but | 
emphasizes that Tin Pan Alley od, 
resting its hopes of survival on a 
gatisfactory deal with the broad- 
casters, if ever effected. It’s become 
a matter of how long can the music 
firms hold out. 

The $50,000 monthly overheads of 
firms like Feist, Berlin, Robbins and 
Witmark are more staggering now 
than when they were formerly 
around the $100,000 monthly mark. 
Feist, always a proud firm, is un- 
yielding, Irving Berlin is said to be 
putting more and more money into 
his firm. Robbins has Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer as a 51% partner and 
Witmark is similarly a Warner 
Bros. affiliate. The others are 
pruning, slicing and hoping for a 
break from the radio performing 
rights. 

What was formerly a byproduct 
must now be regarded as the salva- 
tion of the industry—radio. a” 
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park board permission, idea being 
to charge 10c. admission and split 
the receipts among the band mem- 
bers. 

Union set its foot down on the 
project. At the same time it de- 
cided the musicians can donate 
their services gratuitously. 





Chi Political Show 





(Continued from page 1) 


on the Franklin Roosevelt airplane 
hop from Albany and the subse- 
quent events in connection with his 
Chicago visit. That was a natural 


for the ether and exploited with 
exceptional keenness and reporto- 
rial skill by the network reporters, 
notably NBC, which scooped CBS 
on the Municipal Airport arrival 
when Mayor Cermak welcoming the 
New York governor, was captured 
while the plane still roared in the 
background. That NBC seems to 
hold an edge on CBS in these pub- 
lic events broadcasts is possibly due 
to that A.T.&T. parentage with the 
interlocking interests extending 
everywhere and giving NBC open 
sesame where CBS cools in the 
ante-chamber. 


Suffice that radio followed Roose- 
velt across the country through the 
arrival formalities, by police escort 
to the stadium. There were micro- 
phones everywhere. Even on fire 
escapes outside the convention hall. 
The whole pageantry of the affair 
was vividly disseminated. To some- 
thing like 17,000,000 radio receiving 
sets: 

What the Democratic convention 
week did to theatre grosses last 
week can be estimated. On the 
radio itself there were losses 
through cancellation of commer- 
cials. Saturday’s climax had most 
stations practically cleared of all 
commercials as the convention wore 
on for hour after hour in suspended 
waiting for the Roosevelt arrival. 
However, Saturday is the least im- 
portant day of the radio week for 
commercials, and the loss in this 
way is doubly offset by the gains 
in good will and prestige as millions 
of listeners eagerly use their radios 
and forget the unkind things they 
may have been saying only recently 
about the quality of radio programs 
and the over-prominence of adver- 
tising plugs. 

The marvel of the Saturday cli- 
max was of course due to the com- 
bination of unprecedented actions. 
The nominee of Friday night com- 
ing by aeroplane to greet his party 
the next day had suspense and 
drama to it. Indeed the whole af- 
fair was cleverly stage managed. 
Roosevelt had an entrance like 
Ziegfeld used to arrange for Marilyn 
Miller. 


That the Republican convention 
was a dull affair and the Demo- 
crats’ gathering a lively dido was 
to be expected. Yet the Democrats 
were using the bean all the way 
and getting great support from the 
networks. 


It is the work of the broadcasting 
gents whispering into those mys- 
terious boxes that actually is kill- 
ing the old time extra editions, 





Kendrick Out 
San Francisco, July 4. 
Jimmy Kendrick is out as chief 
announcer of KTAB, San Francisco, 
succeeded by Grant Pollack. 
Ray Howell, formerly of KNX and 
KMPS, Holywood, added to an- 
nouncer’s staff. 
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IDEA MAN 


| Sign-Painter Heralds Own Song on 
Billboards 








Los Angeles, July 4. 

Advertising sheet music by 
painted billboards is being tried out 
by Charles Loveland, local music 
printer, who has three large boards 
in prominent locations heralding 
‘California Moon’ and ‘The One Rose 
That Blooms In My Heart.’ Latter 
is an old semi-classic that was be- 
ing distributed by Morse Preeman, 
local jobber, but the contract has 
run out, 

Boards are an experiment, 
prompted by the fact that ‘Cali- 
fornia Moon’ was written by Johnny 
C. Vasquez, signpainter by profes- 
sion, who promoted and painted the 
signs. Experiment has not proven 
of value as yet. 





Whiteman Band’s Legit 
Stager for Deportment 


Paul Whiteman has engaged Jack 
Martin, legit stager, to assist his 
personnel of variety specialists on 
how to deport themselves. It’s 
Whiteman’s idea for generally im- 
proved stage deportment. He will 
personally pay for Martin. 

The stager was taken on at the 
suggestion of Margaret Livingston 
(Mrs. Whiteman). 

This is the first time that a band 
act, regardless of the general versa- 
tility which every entertaining or- 
chestra nowadays features, has seen 
fit to add on a _ special stager. 
Whiteman has with him the 3 
Jesters, Mildred Bailey, Jack Fulton, 
Jr., Red McKenzie, Ramona, and 
other soloists, 





MUSICIAN’S SUICIDE 
Auburn, N. Y., July 4. 

His home advertised for sale to 
satisfy unpaid taxes, Walter L. 
Wheadon, former president of the 
local musicians’ union, and an old 
time minstrel bandsman, fastened 
a shotgun to a kitchen closet 
drawer, seated himself in a rock- 
ing chair, and discharged the wea- 
pon by rocking, The charge killed 
him instantly. 

Financial worries had depressed 
Wheadon for some time. 





ORGANIST ACCUSES POLICE 


San Francisco, July 4. 

Anton Lamuth, young organist at 
the indie State theatre in Souih 
San Francisco, charges local police 
with having kicked and beaten him 
one night when he was on his way 
home. 

Police deny the charges. Lamuth 
may require an operation to save 
one of his legs that was injured. 





Morris-C. & C. Renew 
Joe Morris and Campbell-Connelly 
have renewed their American- 
British hookup for three more years. 





Literati 


(Continued from page 41) 


typewriter print so small that every 
short story is a novel. 

Grace Hegger Lewis, Sinclair 
Lewis’ ex, completing a novel. 

Liveright has taken over A. Mer- 
ritt’s ‘The Moon Pool’ and will re- 
issue in the fall. 

Despite the attitude of other pub- 
lishers, Alfred A. Knopf continues 
to bring out ‘first novels.’ 

Clarence Muse, colored picture 
actor, has had his first book, ‘Way 
Down South,’ published. 

Carveth Wells to Russia. 

Alice Grant Rosman began scrib- 
bling at 10. 

Mrs. Frances M. Wolcott recover- 
ing. 

Jack DeVine’s cuh-razy for those 
Lewisohn Stadium music concerts. 

Diana Thorne will vacation in 
England. - 

Kathleen Hewitt, whose ‘Mardi’ 
hasn't been published yet, has start- 
ed another novel already. 

Isaac Don Levine here from Hol- 
lywood to place his book. 

Nathalia Crane, Brooklyn's ‘white 
hope’ of literature, to Spain for ma- 
terial. 

Maxwell Bodenheim plugging his 
forthcoming novel at the literary 








~ Those Music Men’s Meetings 





hours total, 


is an inveterate meetinger. 
eggs who'll join anything just to 


anywhere. 


business. 


go out and land plugs. 





Some statistician has figured up the hours spent by the music 
executives at meetings of the ASCAP and the MPPA. 
astound these same executives how many working days a week those 


It’s no secret that the industry features a type of executive who 
He's analagous to the joiners—those 


The music biz holds a certain type of exec who'll meet any time 


It may be that the music men have nothing else to do, but this 
marathon of conclaves isn't going to cure the industry's evils, 
They'll never get anywhere sitting around expressing hopes as to 
how to correct the present depressed conditions in the music 


Then, there are still a couple of hard working music men who 
realize that the business still revolves about the lowly songplugger, 
The execs who have gone out plugging songs for themselves, for- 
getting about sitting around and talking, are the ones who are 
doing what little business is around. 


That’s why some of the former Tin Pan Alley big shots are 
annoyed at the energy and prosperity of their younger associates, 
forgetting that while they’re gabbing and pow-wowing, the others 


It might 


be in something. 








Convention Tempts Frisco 





San Francisco, July 4. 

Forthcoming Shrine convention, 
due to open July 25, is inspiring 
night clubbers to polish up the 
silverware for a flock of openings. 
All hope the pow-wow will bring 
those needed dollars into town, 
and, in anticipation thereof, three 
new ones have gotten under way. 

Jo Mendel reopens his cafe at 
the beach this week. Place has 
been dark a year. Frank Shaw got 
off to a fair start in his upper 
Market street place last week. 

Belle Livingstone expects to bowl 
the natives over with her Bush 
street whoopee emporium with a 
tariff of $5 on some nights. 





Spitzers Divorced 


The Henry Spitzers have been 
divorced after three years. Mrs. 
Spitzer went to Reno following an 


understanding with the general 
manager of Harms, Inc. 
Couple had been incompatible 


agreed to disagree. 





TRIANON’S 4 DAYS 
Chicago, July 4. 

Trianon ballroom, southside de- 
luxer, starting next week clips three 
days a week from its operating 
calendar. It’s described as a sum- 
mer policy, with Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday picked for the shut- 
down nights. Hal Kemp unit is 
slated to move in with the new ar- 
rangement. 

Aragon, sister shuffle spot on the 
northside, will continue on a seven- 
day basis. 


GROVE’S PIPE ORGAN 
Los Angeles, July 4. 


Determined to make the Ambas- 
sador Cocoanut Grove ace night 
club spot, so far as dance music is 
concerned, Abe Frank is installing 
a $25,000 pipe organ to augment 
regular orchestra. 

Frank has imported Frank Haz- 
zard, tenor, formerly of the Holly- 
wood restaurant in New York, who 
joined Grove orchestra July 1. 








RADIO SONGS FOR FILM 
Hollywood, July 4. 
Paramount intends using 12 songs 
in its production of ‘The Big Broad- 
cast,’ writing original numbers only 
where it is necessary to build up the 
plot. 

Other numbers popularized over 
the air by the various radio artists 
appearing in the picture will be 
employed. 





FROLICS HOLD AARONSON 
Culver City, July 4. 
Irving Aaronson’s band is re- 
tained for three months more at the 
Frolics. 


Aaronson will double between the 








retreats about town. 
Hendrik Willem van Loon may | 
stay here permanently when he gets | 
back from that European trip. 
Showing what..a columnist can | 
do—Rian James now owns 2 yaciat. | 
Give a guess what Moorehouse will 
buy. 
Walter Winchell is barred from | 





publication in his N. Y. ‘Mirror,’ 





syndicated Broadway col 


mentioning the name of any other | 


club and Loew's State, week af 
July 8. 

Al Moore orchestra playing for 
dancing at Pemberton Inn, Hull, 
Mass. 

Leona Zadeck, only girl song 


plugger, left Los Angeles on a tour 
for Conrad Music that extends to 
Denver and the northwest. 

Jack Richman goes with Shapiro- 
Bernstein, in the pro. dept. today. 
Was last with Santly Music 


and after a series of tiffs it was 
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WANTED 


A representative in New York in touch with 
radio connections live enough to go to work 
and sell an early morning 7 a.m. radio act. 
The pioneer early morning radio act of the 
coast—Bill Shurples and His Gang at break- 
fast. Continuously on the air in California 
two hours per day, seven days a week since 
January 10, 1926—the largest following of 
any early morning act. Early morning hours 
are coming into their own—read article in 
TIME, page 37, June 20. If you have vision 
and are stung by the work bug and ethical, 
you can make money as our agent. 


AGENT 


In the Gang: Bill Sharples, pioneer radio 
artist, as Unele Bill; Clarence Muse, Amer- 
ica’s foremost negro actor and composer of 
“Sleepy Timo Down South,’’ as the Chef of 
the Breakfast Party; Jackie Searl, famous boy 
of ‘Huckleberry Finn,”’ ‘‘Skippy,’’ ‘‘Tom 
Sawyer,” ‘“‘Shabdy,”” etc.; Pauline Holden, 
the Western girl star of ‘‘Fangs of Death 
Valley’; Bunola Kay, former soloist Holy 
Trinity Cathedral, Paris, France, and Kay 
Sisters, Orpheum act; John Mitchelmoore, 
tenor; Little Willie Sterling Tracy, Grandpa 
and Grandma Sears; Artur, the famous dog, 
and Bill Sharples’ famous band. For per- 
sonal appearances: Pal, Bill’s educated horse: 
Ponty and Monty, his educated ponies, and 
Jackie Searl’s educated cow pony, Bingo. 
Admitted on the coast in radio the most 
versatile and greatest act 


Greatest Act 


It is homey, wholesome, clean, full of fun 
flilosofy, endorsed by people of all classes, 
and by the American Legion and schools and 
churches. As good on the stage as on the 
alr. Refer RKO theatres, such sponsors now 
= Pillsbury Flour Mills. Ready for expan- 
sion, 


Pacific Coast 


APPLY 


BILL SHARPLES & GANG 
KNX, Hollywood, Cal. 
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AUTHOR ACTOR 


GEORGE 
FRAME BROWN 


CREATOR OF 
REAL FOLKS 
THOMPKINS CORNERS 


NOW READLINING FOR 


POST TOASTIES 
Thursday, 9:30 - 10 P. M. 
WJZ AND NBC NETWORK 

Coast to Coast 


JACK DENNY 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 


Gem Safety Razor 
Program 


Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Management M. C. A. 


























WELCOME 


LEWIS 


“‘Five Feet of Melody” 


Headlining Vaudeville 
OFFERING 


“Out of the Air”’ 








Direciion: LEO FITZGERALD 
and WILLIAM McCAFFREY 
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Sauawks Over ‘And %’ in Cafes Which 
Makes Bands Do Drawing or Else 





Plenty of squawks among or- 


chestra leaders over present-day 
salaries. They cite a number of 
choice spots as example of how 
the burden has been placed on the 
band attraction to draw, or else. 

Even Paul Whiteman at the Hotel 
Biltmore’s Cascades is in for only 
$1,000 guaranteed, although his 25% 
plusage on the couverts and also 
25% of the mineral water and gin- 
ger ale gives him a good break. 
Whiteman averages 175 supper 
couverts and thus does all right. 

Perhaps the best straight orches- 
tra contract is Buddy Rogers’ at 
the Hotel Pennsylvania at $1,700 
with 50% of the couverts from the 
first dollar. 

Guy Lombardo is coming back 
into the Pavillon Royal on Merrick 
road for John and Christo at $2,- 
750 against the $4,000 he received 
before at the same spot. And to- 
day the Lombardos with their past 
season’s radio rep are considered 
at their heighth. 

Russ Columbo at Woodmansten 
Inn, which Christo of the same John 
Steinberg and Christo combo, op- 
erates for Joe Pani, had his figure 
cut from $2,500 to $2,000, although 
NBC spotted him on the $2,590 
straight. Woodmansten has been 
grossing $6,000 a week but Columbo 
is said to be a week behind in his 


salary, 
12 men, $650 


It may be unbelievable that a 
famous orchestra went into another 
Pelham roadhouse with 12 men at 
$650 only. This is explained by 
the maestro, who is independently 
wealthy, wanting to stick around 
New York for six months until 
qualifying for a union card, as he 
had a CBS commercial in view. 
When not paid off following bum 
biz, he left. 

Another band at a New York hos- 
telry was in at $800 only, while still 
another accepted $450 a week plus 
all the couverts. That couvert 
thing, going on only after 10 or 
10:30 p.m., is a great gamble, as 
they pack in for the dinner $1.75 or 
$2 club rate, sans couvert, and 
scram before the cover charge bar- 
rier. 

As a result some name attractions 
are burning because of the others 
who are ‘killing the business’ for 
them. These names, if fortunate 
to have radio commercial hook- 
ups, can afford to remain aloof and 
don’t concede that necessity or 
other circumstance—as in the case 
of the rich maestro who was after 
e New York union card—forces 
them to accept these drastic cut 
prices. 


HARMS MAY GO BACK 
TO THE DREYFUSSES 


It’s not unlikely that after Warner 
Bros. dispose of the sundry re- 
ceivership actions against them, one 
of which is still pending, that WB 
will turn back its Harms music 
publishing firm to Max and Louis 
Dreyfuss, the founders. 

Max Dreyfuss, under his Warner 
deal, has been rendering services 
gratis to Harms in an advisory ca- 
pacity since the first of the year 
and is obligated to do so for 10 
years, and also not to engage in 
direct business competition with 
another firm, 

Warners may retain only Wit- 
mark ultimately. It has since 
turned back DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson, Inc., and Remicks is 
rather inactive. Latter, too, may be 
disposed of before the end of this 
year. 











Dash on His Own 


London, June 25. 

Irwin Dash originally brought 
over here in 1927 by Campbell, Con- 
nely & Co., music publishers, as 
professional manager, and for the 
last four years in a similar capacity 
with Lawrence Wright Music Co., 
is launching out in London shortly 





as Irwin Dash Music Co., Ltt. Be- 
hind this venture are his first 
bosses, Jimmy Campbell and Reg 


Connely, but Dash will be manag- 
ing director. 

Dash parts with 
Wright in a friendly spirit, 


Lawrence 
with 





'Cohan’s ‘Need a Man’ 


Gets Convention Tryout 


Hollywood, July 4. 

George M. Cohan’s new number, 
‘We Need a Man,’ was introduced 
at the Democratic convention in| 
Chicago, and will be used in his 
forthcoming production of ‘Phantom 
President’ (Par.). 

This will be the only number 
sung in the picture. 


e 


ROBBINS REGAINS CLASS 
‘A’ STATUS IN SOCIETY 


Robbins Music Corp., after threat- 
ening suit against the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, for alleged conspiracy, 
was reinstated into Class A mem- 
bership. Robbins had been demoted 


to Class D, whereupon it decided to 
accede to all demands and assign 
certain copyrights for performing 
rights in the U. S. and Canada. 
The difference in money per quar- 
ter to a Class A publisher runs into 
thousands of dollars. Class D per 
quarter fetches a $2,000 dividend; 
Class A around $9,000. That's an- 
nual ratio of $8,000 to $35,000. 
Robbins may still go through with 
its suit against the ASCAP, regard- 
less, for the first two quarters, when 
the firm had been given Class D 
money. Julian T. Abeles as at- 
torney for Robbins will be guided 
by Loew’s, Inc., which owns 51% of 
Robbins. 


English Bull Music Biz 
Importing U. S$. Writers 


Unlike the ebb of the music busi- 
ness on this side, music publishing 
abroad is enjoying a bull market, 
with the well regulated performing 
rights society the big source of in- 
come to the composers and publish- 
ers. Asa result, going with the tide 
of success, Campbell-Connelly, the 
English music firm, will import 
American writers to work with 
English composers. 

Harry Wood is going to London 
to work with Reg Connelly of the 
firm on songs for the British and 
American market. Campbell-Con- 
nelly will pay Woods’ traveling ex- 
penses, plus an advance and the 
usual royalties. Harry Warren is 
another who may go over. 

The mechanicals are still a big 
source of revenue to the music men 
abroad and sheet music sales aren't 
bad either. 

Jimmy Campbell is now on a 
West Indies cruise and will come 
to New York next month,.Connelly 
is writing on the Riviera, 

















Union Warns Musicians 
Of Stranding on Road 


Chicago, July 4. 

Special. precautions against any 
increase this season over the usual 
number of bands stranded while 
touring the summer resorts is being 
taken by the local musicians’ union. 
Circular sent out to its members 
warns them against accepting out- 
of-town engagements from any but 
the better known booking offices 
without consulting the union. 

Union is trying to conserve its re- 
sources and avoid the disbursement 
of transportation money to bands 
left high and dry on the road. 
Credit, as far as summer resort 
dates are concerned, has been tight- 
ened up all around, with the federa- 
tion now demanding a minimum 





cash deposit of $500 from bookers 
on dates of doubtful status. 





S-C All Sherman 


San Francisco, July 4. 

Control of Sherman, Clay & Co. 
passes to the Sherman faction in a 
deal wherein the Clay holdings of 
common and preferred stock were 
sold outright. 

Annie Clay, widow of Major C. C. 
Clay, who bought into the firm in 
1876 after the company was founded 
by Leander Sherman, handed over 


Whiteman Loses Bailey, 
Regains Ferde Grofe 


Irked by Mildred Bailey's de- 
mands, Paul Whiteman is letting 
the songstress go, Efforts at a 
reconciliation have been in vain. 
Her last salary was $1,250. Miss 
Bailey demanded $2,000 for White- 
man’s recent Paramount, N. Y., en- 
gagement, and also charged that 
Whiteman seemingly was building 
up somebody to replace her, 

With Miss Bailey’s leaving White- 
man, the maestro and Ferde Grofe, 
his former ace arranger, have rec- 
onciled. irofe broke away to at- 
tempt orchestra-conducting on his 
own when a matter of money 
cropped up. 

The singular part of the White- 
man-Grofe estrangement was that 
neither, during all their split apart, 
had nothing but good to say of the 
other. Jimmie Gillespie, Whiteman’s 
former manager, essayed to manage 
Grofe in an orchestra proposition 
but later Grofe asked Gillespie to 
be relieved of any further associa- 
tion along those lines, 


OSTERMAN NOW 
GETS ‘EM ON 
UP BEAT 


Giving vent to a secret childhood 
ambition, Jack Osterman took the 
reverse English on Bernie and 
blossomed forth as the Young 
Maestro at the Sea Breeze Beach 
Club in West Long Beach, N. Y., 
Friday night (1). It was a gala 
opening. 

Started very blah for dinner 
trade, but they flooded in after 11 
and Osterman, who has been doing 
benefits and things for almost every- 
body eJse, was being repaid, al- 
though only in part. Many others 
whose roadhouse or cafe engage- 
ments he m.c.’d as a courtesy were 
probably kept away by their own 
professional engagements, 
Osterman showed ’em that he 
could wave that stick in front of 
a band with as much conviction as 
many another band leader who 
knows more about music than the 
Broadway comedian confesses he 
doesn’t know. What's more he has 
a flair for comedy, extemporaneous 
and otherwise, which makes him a 
showman and an attraction of first 
water. 














‘Variety’s’ No. 2 cub reporter 
(Tom Mix is still No. 1) con- 
fesses right out loud that he’s 
no sucker; he’s after one of 


those radio commercials like Bernie 
and the rest. He has a nice band 
with him, not a pick-up combo but 
pretty well organized, being the 
nucleus of Bert Lown’s former Hotel 
Biltmore (N. Y.) orchestra. 

With Osterman were Addison 
Fowler and Florenz Tamara, the 
international ballroom dancers, 
making a return New York appear- 
ance, their first since their last Ca- 
sino Nacional, Havana, engagement. 
They dance smoother and better 
than ever, tieing it up cold with a 
swell waltz and an intricate Span- 
ish double, leading into an encore 
of exhibition ballroom steps. The 
team came down principally as a 
courtesy to Osterman, but will 
probably be held over as a nice in- 
terlude, 

Osterman kept ’em laffing no end, 
evidencing better judgment in some 
of his tomfoolery and ad libbing 
than at any time before. 


Broke Their Wrists 


The columnists broke their 
wrists keeping tabs on his cracks. 
Osterman, as a ‘Variety’ column- 
ist—in fact the only one, with by- 
line ’n’ everything—will probably 
find himself scooped on his own 
gags. 

The Young Maestro did the un- 
usual of applauding the celebs who 
failed to attend, apparently people 
he had been counting on. He 
salvoed many newspaper people 
present, stating that apparently he 
caters to the literary bunch, 

The Sea Breeze is a nice private 
beach club which is still a mem- 
bership proposition for the beach 
privileges, but opened to the public 
for the first time for the Osterman 
cafe entertainment. Place has an 
outside chance to get over although 
were it 10 miles nearer to Broad- 
way, that would guarantee it. It’s 





the papers. 
Company's setup expected to be 
the same, Ed Little remaining gen- 





new venture just a business move. /eral manager, 


6) es 


quite a motor hop for strictly road- 
house appeal and will have to rely 
unquestionably on local patronage. 
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Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 





Harlan Lattimore 


New singing personality of here- 
tofore unidentified radio or record 
antecedents does well on Columbia 
2671 with a couple of i ~pops. 
‘Strange as It Seems’ and ‘Still 
Without a Sweetheart With Sum- 
mer Coming On’ are of the same 
pattern of unrequited amour, with 
Lattimore getting over the conven- 
tional lyric burthens. 





Squire-Starita 
Imported Columbia disk of nov- 
elty instrumentals. The J. H. Squire 
Celeste Octet dulcetly glorifies the 
‘Song of the Celeste.’ 
Starita is a xylophone soloist who 
does his stuff with ‘Dance of the 


8 NEW SONGS FOR 15¢c 
COAST’S NEW CUT-RATE 


Los Angeles, July 4. 
Another wrinkle on song sheets is 
the one being issued by Radio Song 
Hits Publishing Co. here for na- 
tional distribution, which contains 
eight numbers, complete with words 
and music selling for 15 cents, with 
% of a cent royalty paid on each 
song. 
Said to be backed by a local oil 
man, Lee French and G. Wayne Mc- 
Cellan are not only the publishers 
but also authors of two of the 
songs. Of the other six, three have 
been published locally by Gene 
Johnson, with the sheet publication 
figured somehow as a plug. 
Firm has representatives in 12 
states, but has run into difficulties 
on local distribution because of 
police interference with boys selling 
the sheets on the streets. Local 
coppers, unable to pin copyright in- 
fringement or selling without a 
license charges, are hauling the 
peddlers in because of their street 
shouting. 
Sheet, a monthly, appeals to ama- 
teurs to send in their home-made 
songs, but French denies that there 
is any other publication angle where 
the writer pays for the printing. 
Vern Elliot is arranging and pick- 
ing all songs for the firm. 


Series of Tough Breaks 
Send Hallett to Ariz. 


Mal Hallett, until two years ago 
the biggest ballroom attraction in 
New England, is fighting for his 
health in Tuscon, Ariz., as the re- 
sult of a series of mishaps, start- 
ing with an automobile accident 
while making a jump on a one- 
night dancehall date. The smash- 
up resulted in a broken arm which 
wasn’t set properly. 

During his incapacitation in the 
hospital, Hallett contracted penu- 
monia, further complicated by a 
fall out of bed which again broke 
his arm. This sequence of tough 
breaks caused the condition of his 
bones which sent him to Arizona. 
On top of that, Mrs. Hallett also 
took ill and had to go west for her 
health. Their address is P. O. Box 
2251, Tuscon. 














Coast Bands Set 


Los Angeles, July 4. 

Two beach bands set for nightly 
broadcasts over local radio stations 
this week. Jay Whidd’s London 
aggregation of nine pieces, now 
playing at the Miramar in Santa 
Monica, will broadcast dance music 
nightly by remote control over 
KHJ. 

Pete Pontrelli’s aggregation of 12 
pieces will broadcast over KFWB 
nightly from the Palace ballroom in 
Ocean Park. Stations cre looking 
for sponsors for both bands, 





Vince-Rudy’s Fancy Tours 


Vincent Lopez and Rudy Vallee {4 
are going on some fancy one-night 
ballroom tours under the Orchestra 
Corp. of America auspices. 

Lopez leaves the St. Regis for 
several dates July 18 and Vallee 
starts his road tour Aug. 12. 





CHEV-MacD. DISCS 


Hollywood, July 4. 


Maurice Chevalier and Jeanette 
MacDonald, accompanied by the 
Paramount studio orchestra, have 


recorded two songs apiece from 


Paper Dolls’ to vibraphone, piane 
and accordion accompaniment, 


Art Jarrett 

This CBS Radio songster hits a 
mean top tenor. It sounds almost 
soprano in its high pitch. ‘This 
Time It’s Love’ gives him full op- 
portunities to manifest this vocal 
quality. ‘Good-Bye Blues’ on the 
reverse is likewise distinctly done, 





Ted Lewis-Kate Smith 

Parlor vaude on long-playing 12. 
inch disks which are titled ‘Ted 
Lewis Presents a Miniature Dance 
program and ‘Kate Smith Presents 
a Memory Program.’ Both are other- 
wise Columbia exclusive artists who 
are medleying numbers in the va- 
riety manner. 

Lewis with ‘Dinah’ and ‘Lonesome 
Road’ provides a dance marathon 
on this Columbia 56000 12-incher, 
under the new long-playing record. 
ing. The moon over the mountain 
girl offers on her memory vocal re- 
vivals a medley comprising ‘Old 
Folks at Home,’ ‘Grandfather's 
Clock,’ ‘Songs My Mother Taught 
Me’ and ‘Seeing Nellie Home.’ 





Joe Moss ‘ 


This new Columbia recording art« 
ist is going after building up his 
name in solo. Moss for years was 
(and still is) Meyer Davis’ ace New 
York maestro, working with the 
M. D. society orchestra, but came to 
solo attention lately during the 
Lucky Strike programs on the air 
and thus into the RKO Palace (what 
little distinction that is nowadays! ), 

Columbia first canned him on a 

longer-playing record with medleys 
of ‘Meet Me Tonight in the Cow- 
Shed’ and ‘When We Ride on the 
Merry-Go-Round,’ coupled with 
‘Banking on the Weather’ and ‘A 
Great Big Bunch of You.’ Both sides 
have Audrey Marsh and Sammy 
Fain featured in the vyocal inter- 
ludes., 
The above, along with Col 2673, 
paranthetically mentions that these 
selections are ‘featured on the 
Lucky Strike hour,’ thus, for the 
first time, relying on the commercial 
radio association to exploit the 
disk. ‘Night Shall Be Filled With 
Music’ and ‘Just Another Dream of 
You’ are the fox trots, and Fain 
again vocalizes. The dansapation 
is as ever smooth and effective. 


Richard Tauber 
This popular German tenor, with 
orchestral accompaniment, conduct- 
ed by Dr. F. Weissman, has a brace 
of more familiar vocal favorities 
which should carry the couplet to 
wide international sales. It’s an ime 
ported Columbia No. 4069. 
La Paloma’ and Memories of Sore 
rento’ (‘Erinnerung an _ Sorrento’) 
are the compositions, both widely 
known but sung as only Tauber 
could handle them, 
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“H1UMMIN’ TO MYSELF” 


“18 I IN LOVE? I IS” 





“IT WAS SO BEAUTIFUL” 





“UNDER A = TREE WITH 





“WHEN YOU'RE GETTEN’ ALONG 
WITH YOUR GAL” 


“MUST IT BE THE END?” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








“TWO LOVES” 
““MARDI-GRAS”’ 
“DRUMS IM MY HEART” 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 





‘Love Me Tonight’ for Victor. 





Abel. 
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Nat Finston conducted. 








62 West 45th Street, New York City 
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OUTDOORS 


VARIETY 








PALACE, CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 31) 


He hardly 
rmitted himself a smile. 

Hal LeRoy, closing the show, is 
perhaps too New Yorkish for the 
sticks. His super-ease in execution 
of truly remarkable triple time rou- 
tine is calculated to deceive those 
not up on the finer points. Still the 
assembled Chicagoans did appre- 
ciate and realize that it was some- 
thing extraordinary. LeRoy’s act is 
spotty, but generally acceptable, 
with a boy tenor and girl dancer 
keeping it strictly a younger gen- 
eration presentation. They did very 
well throughout. 

Metro sloughed ‘Old Morals for 
New’ to this RKO house. Summer 
and the fact that Beeandkay has 
only two loop theatres open helps 
explain that. Opening biz indicated 
little box-office fireworks for Fourth 
of July week. Land, 


LOEW’S ORPHEUM 


Fast paced bill provides better 
than usual vaude fare for this 
neighborhooder. Metro’s ‘Huddle’ 
featuring Ramon Novyarro, drew a 
fair house for the first show Satur- 
day. 

Leach La Quinlan Trio, two girls 
and a man, opened with novelty 
acrobatics. Two girls are perched 
on pedestals on either side of the 
stage. A wire is stretched between 
them, either around their head or 
held between their’ teeth. Man 
stunts on the wire supported in this 
manner by the girls. 

Will J. Ward deuced and got off 
slowly with his song numbers. 
Wasn't until the halfway mark, 
when he went into a series of Irish 
and Yiddish gags, that the house 
warmed up to him. Gags were 
wobbly for the most part, but this 
mob went for them. 

Russell and Armstrong, two men, 
followed with hcke rough stuff and 
patter. A bit of comedy singing in- 
cluded. Boys work hard and get 


results. Acrobatic hoofing wound 
up their turn. 
Harry Ames and Co., next to 


closing, a flash turn that runs a bit 
overlong. Has a solid finale, an 
adagio between two youths and a 
slim girl, Number is nicely staged 
and the-routines, some of them 
quite difficult, are smoothly ac- 
complished. Ames is a_ cobbler. 
Various shoes he handles cue into 
different numbers, including a hot 
military dance and a George Prim- 
rose bit. Ames gets in a good deal 
of singing, disclosing a strong voice 
of average quality. 

Bob Murphy’s turn was a smash 
closer. Act is calculated to. make 
the grade anywhere. Two kids, boy 
and girl, and referred to by Murphy 
as his kids, are hot youngsters and 
work with a swell style. Girl is a 
torrid songster while the boy 
doubles between tonsil exercise and 
the piano. Murphy weaves in and 
out of their work with gags and 
songs, 


GRAND O. H. 


One of the funniest things on the 
stage of the Grand Opera House is 
a sign on the advertising drop plug- 
ging an 85c dinner in a nearby 
hotel. With the customers getting 
three and a half hours of show for 
two bits, the entire family would 
expect to feed on 85c. House runs 
two features, a newsreel and some 
small stuff in addition to an hour 
of vaudeville of four or five acts. 
This week it’s four, and all of them 
click. 

Opener is Shepps’ dogs, not listed 
fn the file, though clearly not a 
break-in. About a dozen dogs and 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mall to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Grove 


* Hoover Aline 
Howard Edgar 


Egger Milton Merrill Bessie 
Schepp Rex 


Fraley Will 
Spencer Edith 
Griffin Mrs Pauline 
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RKO STATE LAKE 
CHICAGO 
RKO-RADIO Presents 
FRANK BUCK (In Person) 


“Bring Em Back Alive” 


A RKO-RADIO PICTURE 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
GREETING CARDS 
For Al! Occasions 

















three monkeys. Great ‘stuff for the| 
kids and had the smaller ones stand- 
ing on the seats to get a better look. 
Under New Acts. 

Following spot is held down by 
Small and Mays, two colored come- 
dians who might be able to work 
out a good turn if they had better 
selective faculty. Open nicely with 
an offstage voice singing ‘Irish 
Eyes’ in a light tenor which fools 
those who do not know the turn. 
Small does most of the work, with 
the other foiling and playing guitar 
accompaniments. All right when 
they are singing, but it takes a soft 
audience to let them get away with 
the talk. They were easy here, so 
came back for a shuffle after having 
hung around for 15 minutes. Shuf- 
fling is often beaten at amateur 
nights, but Small can put over a 
song nicely and often with distinct- 
ive style. Singing in German and 
Yiddish, and the same house which 
catches on the Yiddish breaks a 
hand applauding an Irish number. 
Cosmopolitan, 

Josephine Harmon and a girl to 
feed her gets over in the wey stout 
girls who are stout enough to admit 
it almost always have. Good na- 
tured and easy in her style, and held 
them with nearly 18 minutes of talk. 
Only song is a burlesque, and she 
doesn’t dance. 


Closer is La Costa, Carlita and 
the Three La Tinos (New Acts). 
They pack a lot in small compass. 
Got a curtain bow even if the audi- 
ence did know that it was the last 
act and time for the pictures. 


Films are ‘Strange Case of Clara 
Deane’ (Par) and Tim McCoy in 
‘Riding Tornado’ (Col). The west- 
ern was aces with the kids. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, July 2. 

Glory F. Lee and the Harris twins 
open. The twins introduce the 2ct 
with a little poetry about their date 
—and each has date with Glory, 
who starts by singing ‘Would You 
Like to Take a Walk?’ and goes into 
a great routine of long-legged leg- 
mania. Opening set is a beauty, 
roses climbing on trellises against 
a gray and black background. 

The twins play the pianos and 
go in the dances. In Glory’s second 
appearance she is scantily dressed, 
and with the aid of two huge fans 
does a novelty acrobatic dance and 
twins do soft shoe number. 

Vic Oliver, elongated pianist and 
chatterer, aided by Margot Crangle, 
got plenty of applause even with 
small house. After comedy intro- 
duction punished piano. Plays 
violin with Miss Crangle and uses 
her as foil for his comedy. 

Nan Halperin presented two char- 
acter sketches in song, one in the 
kitchen of a bride, trying to get a 
meal together for a flock of in- 
laws, and the crowd gets plenty 
kick from it. Her first sketch is 
about an absent-minded miss and 
a traveling salesman. 

Cass, Mack and Owen close with 
slow motion acrobatics, strong arm 
and fast comedy. 

With ‘Sky Bride’ (Par) on the 
screen and Earl Kaye and his or- 
chestra in the pit, the program is 
exceptionally well balanced. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 30. 


Beverly Hill Billies head the stage 
offering with some 35 minutes of 
what is supposed to be American 
folk song. Singing and accompany- 
ing string instrument twanging of 
the seven ‘peasants’ who comprise 
the act is without any particular 
merit except the draw power, evi- 
denced mediumly by the recognition 
the boys received. 

As a specimen of true U. S. vocal 
talent, Hill Billies are losing their 
genuineness, swiftly acquiring the 
standard vaude tricks, such as the 
planted violin that is never played, 
the constant interruption of one 
Aaron, the clown of the troupe, and 
the show-off antics of another mem- 
ber of the troupe, who kept count- 
ing the house continually. Ezra, 
the rugged Ozarkian baritone, is the 
hero of the piece, warbling fairly. 

Three other acts on the bill and 
no m. c. to announce them. Opener 
was Duvall Sisters and Rovell, girls 
doing straight tap work and man 
opening as pianist, then scoring 
with his combination tap and pirou- 
ette. Sisters have something good 
in their interpretation of ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ if they cut it some. 

Nat Spector on in duece and does 
his .shadow of Eddie Cantor, who 
should complain about the loud tie 
of Spector's. Numbers used were 
old and act could stand special, or 
more recently pop, tunes. Over to 
nice returns. 

William Le Groh; with a trained 
dog, didn’t fare so well next. Play- 
ing a sailor straight, with the canine 





doing a drunk, turn would be far 
more effective and could _ better 
cover up the hesitancy of the dog if 
Le Groh also did an inebriate. As | 
is, his continual ‘Come on’ to the} 
dog, in order to induce him to do his 
tricks, was grating to the nerves. 
Vaude ran 50 minutes, with fea- 
ture, ‘Love Is a Racket,’ movie} 
album, news, and Vitaphone short, 
filling out. House slightly better} 


than average. i 


Showboat Troupe’s Trouble | 


Louisville, July 4. 
Members of the show troupe of 
the ‘City of Memphis,’ show and 
excursion boat, and the crew, were 


ordered off the boat last week after 
weeks of idleness. 

Leo J. Sandman, attorney hired 
to represent the employees, suc- 
ceeded in getting the crew half of 
their back pay and reinstatement 
with promise of payment from holi- 
day moneys received. 

Members of the orchestra and the 
show troupe did not return. Sand- 
man filed damage suits to collect 
$100 each for the 22 members of the 
crew who were ordered off the boat 
without being given’ discharge 
papers. 











20 Ia. Fairs Agree on 
1932 Policy for Gate 


Manchester, Ia., July 4. 
Concerted action has been taken 
by fair managers in northeastern 


Iowa territory tending toward the 
stabilization of attractions and gate 
this fall. 

Will put all fairs in the territory 
on the same basis. More than 20 
fair officials present for sessions 
headed by E. W. Williams, presi- 
dent of the northeastern Iowa asso- 
ciation. 

Officials were for reductions in 
price of attractions which they will 
secure to coincide with ticket ad- 
missions. 

Most of fairs are lining up on 
premium books at present and do- 
ing all booking for the fall events, 
dates of which have been set. 





Spokane Business Men 
Get Circus Ban Repeal 


Spokane, July 4. 

The city fathers voted to give the 
circuses back to the kids. Instruc- 
tions were given Corporation Coun- 
se] James M. Geraghty to draw up 
a repeal of the $25,000 bond clause 
in the city carnival ordinance, 
passed last year to govern tent 
shows playing Spokane. 

Harper Joy, president of the local 
Circus Fans, headed a delegation of 
business men asking for the repeal. 
Al G. Barnes’ show passed up Spo- 
kane this year in preference to bow- 
ing to the huge surety bond. 





Tents Taxed Out 


Marshalltown, Ia., July 4. 

A new license scale is in order to 
regulate tent shows and carnivals 
and aimed to protect home theatres. 

Amusement parks will remain at 
$50 a year. 

Carnivals to pay $50 to $100 for 
the first day, $25 to $50 for each 
additional day less than a week, and 
from $100 to $300 a week. Circuses, 
$100 to $200 a day with a nick of 
$5 for each sideshow under separate 
management. 

Permanent theatres will pay $50 
annually. Other shows, not theatri- 
cal, under canvas, $15 to $40 for 
first day if seating over 1,000, and 
$10 to $25 if under, with week 
charge from $25 to $100, depending 
on seating capacity. 





Latest Fox Suit 


(Continued from page 4) 
manipulation, also cvo'llected a com- 
mission for same. 

Additionally it is charged that 
several including Jack Leo, John 
Zanft and others charged off some- 
thing like a $6,000,000 market loss 
in Fox Theatre stock manipulations 
in some way to Fox Theatres, and 
with the alleged knowledge of W. 
F. This was just after the panic 
started. W. F.’s financial arrange- 
ments with Albert Greenfield, Philly 





realtor, is also mentioned in the | 
millions, 
When the issues will actually 


come to trial is not known, de- 
pending mostly on when Fox's at- 
torneys will file answers before any 
idea of trial action can be gauged. 

In the aggregate, Fox Film seeks 
to recover some millions above the 
$18,600,000 purchase price handed 
W. F.. by General Theatres in April, 
1930. This is additional to the 





$5,000,000 sought from W. F. in an- 
other suit, also filed in Nassau, by 
Fox Theatres. Allegations are 
mostly similar in the two actions. | 

Filing of the complaint followed | 
months of under cover investigation | 
by company agents. Downtown 
law firm of Hughes, Schurman & 
Dwight are the attorneys for the 
company. I 


injured 


OBIT 


UARY 





MORRIS SCHLANK 
Morris Schlank, 56, independent 
producer, died suddenly June 29 at 
Murietta Hot Spring, Cal. where 
he had gone for a rest. Schlank 
had been a semi-invalid for the 


; Windsor, Ont. He had taken re<- 
|ducing medicine to cut down his 
| weight so that he might experiment 
|with an airplane he was building. 
|Drug weakened his heart muscles, 
preventing flight. Disappointment 


past 20 years but despite physical | caused a nervous breakdown. 


handicaps continued the production, 
of independent pictures. At the 
time of his death he was head of 
Premier Pictures Co. 

Originally the operator of a cos- 
tume rental establishment with his 
wife, Bess Schlank, he started pro- 
ducing comedy one-reeclers in 1920 
with Charles Chase as his star. 
Later, he went into feature pro- 


Besides his wife, Schlank is sur- ! 
vived by three sons. 





NETTIE BURK 
Nettie Burk, 90, once famous 4s | 
a circus equestrienne, died in her | 
apartment, 414 1st avenue, Sunday, | 
July 3. | 
She had ridden in all of the prin- | 
cipal circuses during her prime but | 
retired when an unhappy marriage | 
to a barkeeper, who died a few 
years later, left her ashamed to re- | 
turn to the sawdust. 
She had been under the care of 


the Actors’ Fund for some years. 


COL. WM. P. HALL 

Colonel William P. Hall, 68, widely 
known circus man and exporter and 
buyer of horses and wild animals, 
died at his home in Lancaster, Mo., 
June 30. 

Colonel Billy as he was known, 
both in and out of the circus world, 
started in the show business in 1904 
when he took over a small show 
and continued it as the Great W. P. 
Hall Shows. 








KITTIE DELORME NASH 
Mrs. Kittie Delorme Nash, 69, 
veteran trouper, »who died in St. 
Paul recently, was buried in Water- 
loo, Iowa last week. 
During more than 30 years in the 





| 
duction. 
| 


—_ -_——— 


A. P. Burdick, 60, died in Wichita, 
Kan., June 24. He was for five 
years sec. of the Kansas Free Fair, 
|lately resigning to take a govern- 
ment position. He served several 
terms in the state legislature. 





T. J. Palmer, 
drama and music 


for many years 
critic of the 


IN MEMORY OF 


THE MINER BOYS 


Ed — Tom — George 


Mr. and Mrs. Barney Gerard 





Ottawa ‘Citizen,’ dropped dead there 
last week. Heart failure. Had often 
served as judge in musical con- 
tests. 





George M. Malcolm, 56, secretary- 
treasurer of the Culver City (Cal.) 
Kennel Club, died suddenly Wed- 
nesday (29) after suffering a sec- 
ond stroke. 





Victor Lawrason, 57, voice teacher, 
died in New York June 28. He in- 
cluded many prominent stage and 
picture actors among his classes. 
Survived by a sister and brother. 





Ray E. Bohlen, 53, former theatre 
owner, died suddenly in his home in 
Reading last week. Was former 
manager of the Nedson theatre. 





Walter Thompson, 72, exchange 
editor of the San Francisco ‘Chron- 
icle,’ died Tuesday (28) in Mill Val- 
ley, Calif. 











profession, Kittie Delorme trouped 
the entire continent. She owned 
and personally directed several 
companies and retired only nine 
years ago. 





Clayton Hyatt, who played minor 
parts in Hollywood a few years ago, 
committed suicide by hanging in 


Mrs. Blanche Dingley Matthews, 
59, music teacher and author of an 
instructional method, died in Den- 
ver June 27." 





Louis Berger, back stage door- 
man at the Morosco, New York, died 
July 1. He was close to 80. 





Carnivals 


(For Current Week, July 4-9) 





Beckmann & Gerety: Madison, Wis. 
Bernardi Expo.; Beatrice, Neb. 
Bistany: Schenectady, N. Y. 

Bunts: Stuart, Va. 
Castle-Ehrlich-Hirsch: Brandon, Man., 
Canada, 

Corey: Columbia, Pa. 

Dixie: Monroe, Ga. 

Empire City: Stroudsburg, Pa. 

Galler: Hartford, Ky. 

Gibbs: Lamar, Mo. 

Gibson: Linton, Ind. 

Golden Rule: Fallston, Pa. 

Gray, Roy: Mexia, Tex. 

Greenburg: Greeley, Colo, 

Isler: Red Oak, Ia. 

Krause: Stearns, Ky. 

Landes: Pittsburg, Kan. 

Lang: Festus, Mo. 

Levitt - Brown - Huggins: Bellingham, 


Wash. 
Model Shows of Am.: Buffalo, N. Y. 
Monarch: Greenport, L. 1, N. Y¥. 


Page: Pulaski, Va. 
Pearson: Sullivan, Il. 
Reading: Tuscambia, Ala, 
Rogers: Coxsackie, N. Y. 


Sels. Liberty: Morris, II). 


Southern State: Ventura, Cal. 
Spencer: Correy, Pa. 
Sunset: LaHarpe, Ill. 


Weer: Butler, Ind. 





West: Lyndon, Kan. 
West Brog.: Mt. Pleasant, Ia. 
Al G. Barnes 
July 6, Fergus Falls, Minn.; 7, Water- 
town, S. D.: 8, Mankato, Minn.; 9%, Ma- 
son City, Ia. 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
July 6, Morgantown, W. Va.: 7, Clarks- 
burg: 8, Washington, Pa.;: 9, Zanesville, 
O.; 10, Kenton; 11, Bellfountaine. 
Ringling-Barnum 
July 6, Elmira, N. Y.; 7, Olean; 8, 
Jamestown; 9, Erie, Pa. 
Selis-Floto 
July 6, Campbellton, N. B., Can.: 7, 
Newcastle; & Amherst; 9, Charlottetown 
Pp. B. 5.: 13, Balifax, N. S.; 13, Truro; 
13, Moncton, N. BPB.: 14, St. John; 15, 
Houlton, Maine; 16, Calais. 


Mrs. Wilson’s Plight 


Haverhill, Mass., July 4. 
Mrs. Helen G. Wilson, 75, old-time 
circus equestrienne, was seriously 
by an automobile while in 


Stranded Welsh Rodeo 
‘Men Fed by Toronto 


Toronto, July 4. 

Humanity, and not the law, will 
determine the treatment of 50 un- 
fed and unpaid cowboys of the 
Welsh Stampede and Rodeo Co. who 
are stranded here, says Judge 
Coatsworth, in attacking the action 
of a civic committee which spon- 
sored the Oakwood Rodeo in aid of 
unemployed. 

Appearing for the committee, A. 
J. Hall claimed that Peter Welsh 
was an undischarged bankrupt and 
that a contract with the Welsh 
Stampede and Rodeo Co. to put on 
the rodeo and meet all claims had 
been agreed upon for $5,000. After 
the expenses were met the money 
was to be divided, first $10,000 at 
60% to unemployment committee 
and 40% to Welsh, all other money 
equally. 

Chief of Police John Faulds de- 
clared that the committee ‘had been 
hoodwinked.’ He did not learn until 
too late that the percentages turned 
over to Welsh were not being 
passed on in part to the men, 

Immediate outcome is that Judge 
Coatsworth has ordered the sale of 
horses valued at $1,100, the proceeds 
to be distributed among the cow- 
boys. Snag is that these are buck- 
ing broncs that are useless for 
farming or dray purposes and no- 
body wants them. 








NEW TENT RULE IN WASH. 


Washington, July 4. 
Under an amendment to the police 
regulations, circuses and carnivals 
coming to the District of Columbia 
will have to secure the consent of 


|} more residents near the sites of the 


tents—about twice as many as in 
the past. 

Acting in response to many pro- 
tests, filed by residents localed near 
the grounds of a recent carnival, the 





|search of donations of food from | Commissioners have increased the 
restaurants for herself and a dozen area from which consent must be 
ipet dogs, | of tained. 

She was the daughter of the late; Three-fourths of the residents and 
'Moses Swasey, who made a for-;owners of property within 500 feet 
| tune in real estate. Mrs. Wilson/of the site of the attraction must 
jentered the circus at 16, after run- ign the papers. Previously, the 
ning away from a girl’s school here. | area extended only to 300 feet. 
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The following table compares the box-office grosses of five 
stellar stage and radio attractions in four Paramount theatres in 
key cities this year. These names were selected because they 
are recognized as ace drawing cards. 





NEW HAVEN BOSTON BUFFALO DETROIT 
MILLS BROTHERS .: $20,000 $40,000 $30,000 $37,000 | 
{April 21) (April 28) (May 19) (May 26) 


TED LEWIS :iss5:3 $16,000 $39,000 No date $33,000 


(March 12) (March 3) this year (February 3) 


MORTON DOWNEY __ No date No date $29,000 $29,000: 











this year this year (April 21) (April 28) 
BING CROSBY ...; $14,000 $29,000 $22000 $27,000 3 
(May 19) (May 12) (May 5) (April 21) 
GUY LOMBARDO.: Never $37,000 $30,000 $38,000 ae 
Played (May 19) (May 26) (June 2) ! 
All of these engagements were in Paramount-Publix houses, 2 
which explains why—after 15 record-breaking weeks—Paramount- 
Publix has exercised its option for 10 additional weeks with the 

MILLS BROTHERS. 
Exclusive Management ' 
MAI p | L Booked by 

2 Personal HiS-hROC as COLUMBIA 
epresentative ARTISTS REPRESENTATIVES Broadcasting 
THOMAS G. ROCKWELL ys SEVENTH AVENUE - aa spre yf "i System - t 
CHIPSO HOUR’ 
. | TUESDAY € THURSDAY a 
\k CIRCLE 7-2564-3-6 AT 9:15 P.M. ' r 














